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II.

FIFTH REPORT of the InspECTOR of PRisons for the
NoRTHERN and EASTERN DISTRICT.

TO THE MOST NOBLE THE MARQUIS OF NORMANBY, THE SECRETARY
OF STATE FOR THE HOME DEPARTMENT.

L}

My Lorp, Strand-on-the-Green, July 10, 1840.

THE accompanying Reports upon the State of Prisons, in the northern and
eastern district, do not present any material diversity from those of the last year,
and therefore require but little of prefatory comment or observation. I have the
satisfaction to report to your Lordship, that the prisons in this district are generally
in an improved condition, and although their ameliorations, if judged by a single
year, may be deemed of less consequence, yet when taken in the aggregate of the
five years, during which they have come under my cognizance, their extent and
importance will be at once admitted.

II.

NORTHERN AND
EaAsTeRN DisrriCT.

I recommend very respectfully to your Lordship’s consideration, as a measure of Consolidation of

great public utility and convenience, the consolidating the numerous Acts of Par-
liament relating to gaols into one or two statutes. In the case of borough
prisons, which are affected by the Municipal Corporation Act, and its several
amendments, and also by the more recent application to them of the provisions of
the 4 Geq. IV. c. 64, and the 5 Geo. IV. c. 85, the difficulty of applying these
multifarious enactments has become almost insuperable.

I consider it proper to bring to your Lordship’s notice, a practice which is
gaining ground and which is not only contrary to law, but detrimental to the
good government of prisons. I allude to the delegation of authority to governors
and keepers, to select and appoint the sub-officers of prisons ; a power vested solely
in the magistrates in quarter sessions by section 25 of the 4 Geo. IV. c. 64.
In several instances where this authority has been confided to the governor and
exercised by him, I have found individuals engaged as turnkeys, more for their

ualifications as gardeners, or grooms, or as being family connexions, than for
alose most requisite for the proper discharge of their public duties. ,

I have to remark the extraordinary decrease in the number of prisoners for
debt, in every establishment visited by me, since the passing of the measure, to
which this gratifying consequence must be attributed. It has been my duty in
former reports to describe, from actual observation, the almost certain debase-
ment resulting from confinement in a debtors’ prison, and this considerable dimi-
nution in the amount of those annually exposed to such an atmosphere of idleness
and contamination, cannot fail of being advantageous to public morality.

I have to recommend to your Lordship’s attention the wretched condition of
those debtors’ gaols attached to ancient liberties and jurisdictions : the numbers in
this district are as follows :

Cheshire.—Debtors’ Gaol for the Hundred and Forests Courts of Macclesfield at

Macclesfield. v

Nottinghamshire—Debtors’ Gaol, for the Honour and additional Limits of
Peverel, at Radford ; with a jurisdiction extending over the counties of
Derby and Nottingham, and of Leicestershire and Yorkshire,

Yorkshire.—Debtors’ Gaol, for the Liberty of Pontefract, at Rothwell, near
Leeds. :

Debtors’ Gaol for the Liberty of Wakefield, at Halifax (a public house.) .

Two Debtors’ Gaols, at Knaresborough for the Forest, Forest Liberty, and
Borough Liberty.

Debtors’ Gaol for the Liberty of Ripon.

Debtors’ Gaol at Richmond for the fiberty of Richmond and Richmendshire,

Debtors’ Gaol for the Manor of Ecclesall Bierlow, at Sheffield.*

Debtors’ Gaol for the Manor of Sheffield and the Liberty of Hallamshire.*

® These gaols were the receptacles for prisoners from the Baronial Courts, but by an Act passed in
the 45th of Geo. III. they are also constituted prisons for debtors from courts of requests,

a 2

.
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II.

NORTHERN AND
EasTerN DisTRICT.

Treatment of
Debtors from
Courts of Requests.

.
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These gaols, with the exception of those at Sheffield, have been almost wholly neg-
lected since the passing of the A.ct for uniformity of process, which caused them to be
no longer a source of profit to the officers of the jurisdiction. 'The premises applied
to this purpose, are generally in a dilapidated state, and similar to the one lately
selected for the Liberty of Peverel, and described at page 21. From six to eight
is the highest average of their inmates. There is no separation of the sexes, nor any
accommodation provided beyond the bare walls, and the prisoners are frequently
dependent upon the charity of the keepers for food. Their poverty is often ex-
treme. One of the keepers states in evidence, “ My experience almost leads me.
to suppose, that prisoners are put in here by attorneys, in expectation of the inter-
vention of the Thatched House Society on their behalf. I go to arrest men who
are in the most distressed condition, from whom it is utterly hopeless ever to
expect a shilling.” I suggest to your Lordship, that these most discreditable places
of confinement might be dispensed with, by an enactment compelling the bailiffs
of liberties, and separate jurisdictions, to lodge their prisoners on caption, in the
nearest county or other gaol, appropriated to the reception of debtors, and allotting
a certain sum for their lodging and maintenance there, to be paid out of the funds
of the Court.

The variety of treatment to which debtors from Courts of Requests are sub-
jected, seems to require the interposition of Government. Many of the Acts of
Parliament establishing these Courts, authorize the committal of the debtor to
any gaol or House of Correction within the jurisdiction ; whereby establishments
such as the last mentioned are burthened with a class of prisoners, whose treat-
ment ought to be distinct from those penal applications and purposes for

- which Houses of Correction were founded. In such cases I have often found

Societies for the
assistance of Libe-
rated Prisoners
recommended.

Transportation.

but little or any difference made between them and criminals; in the House
of Correction, at Wisbech, they form but one class, and in others-are placed with
the convicted misdemeanants, and subjected to the same restraints. The most
efficient remedy for this evil appears to be.the enacting, that such prisoners shall
either be lodged in the custody of the sheriff, or in such gaols, only, where debtors
can be legaﬁy imprisoned ; or that, as at Bradford and Halifax, in the West
Riding of Yorkshire, power should be given to the officers of the jurisdiction to
raise money on the security of the court funds for the erection of a suitable
prison.

I cannot too strongly recommend the formation of local societies in the immediate
neighbourhood of penal establishments, for the purpose of assisting and encourag-
ing such liberated prisoners as may appear really desirous of abandoning their
former vicious pursuits. In too many instances the convict leaves a prison with
the resolution to be a better man, but finds himself outside of the walls an isolated
being, without means of subsistence; one, for whom no fellow creature feels a
particle of interest, and, even if successful in obtaining work, exposed (as I have
known in many cases) to the liability of being recognized, and his former cri-
minal acts made known to his employers. He experiences a repellant power acting
on all sides against him, and, without any fixed confidence in religion, resigns
himself to a morbidness of feeling, which induces the conclusion that no resource
is left to him but crime. It is by succouring those only whose thoroughly in-
vestigated cases afford a fair srospect of amendment, that the utility of such asso-
ciations as are here recommended should be tested, agd not by indiscriminate appli-
cations of assistance. They may be formed of a few individuals distinguished
more for active than pecuniary benevolence, and the chaplain of the prison should
invariably be of their number. To guard against the objection, that such societies
have a tendency to encourage crime, the assistance rendered should be of a moral
in preference to a temporal nature, rather for the purification of the mind, and
the restoration of character, than the relief of bodily wants. To instance the good
that may result from very trifling means applied to such purposes, I refer to the
Reﬁort of the borough gaol of Great Yarmouth, paﬁe 122,

dvery successive inquiry among those most likely to be best informed upon
the subject of transportation, induces me to believe that this punishment is greatly
dreaded by the criminal population, and that the salutary impression is in-
creasing. This opinion seems in some degree corroborated by the not infrequent
attempts at suicide, plans of evasion, and simulation of disease, by those so sen-
tenced ; and also by the painful scenes of leave-taking, of which I have often
been a witness, previous to the removal of convicts. The gravity of this pun-
ishment appears to lie in *‘ the leaving of the country,” and I am apprehensive
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that this terror will ‘experience a diminution should it become generally under-
stood that offenders, sentenced only to seven years’ transportation, are not to be
expatriated. By the following extract from the evidence of the experienced keeper
of the gaol and house of correction at Bury St. Edmunds, this would appear to be
already the case. “I have now been governor of this gaol more than 40 years, and,
I trust, not an inattentive observer of the criminal character; and my practical
experience convinces me, that no punishment will be found so efficient or beneficial
as removing offenders from this country, and I am certain that nothing now is so
much dreaged. It begins, however, to be understood among offenders, that those
sentenced to seven years are not to be sent out of the country; and I have had
instances where that sentence has been passed, that the offenders have exclaimed
to their friends,  As I sha’'nt be sent away I don’t mind it!’

I have frequently had lgtters brought for my perusal, sent by convicts abroad
to their friends at home, but of late years I have seen none that did not contain an
anxious desire to return home, and a warning to shun their fate. I only remember
two cases of hardened bad offenders, who returned from the colony, and both of
them exhibited marks of punishment received there, and in a very short time they
committed offences and were sent away again ; but both these fellows I had known
from early periods as bad characters.”

The removal of convicts to the hulks by the public conveyances I consider to be a
source of great evil, and any apparent saving most dearly paid for at the expense
of public morals. The time of departure is invariably known, and the gates of the

ol always besieged by a crowd of the prisoners’ old associates and connexions.

fore such witnesses the convicts seem as if ashamed to betray any symptom of
feeling or depression ; a spirit of bravado and effrontery is assumed for the moment,
which is not infrequently manifested in the most offensive manner, as shown in
the following extract from the evidence of an eye witness : —

“ I always find the worst of convicts (and worse than and are scarcely
to be found) thoughtful and softened before their departure. The most inaccessible
minds then become accessible. Such was the case with those who departed to-day;

and as usual this just state of feeling, which was produced and prevailed before:

they left the prison walls, was at an end when they appeared in the street. It
was then subverted by the influence of the herd around them exciting them to
laugh and shout. There were their former companions, the thieves of the place,
whose influence excited a mad and joyous feeling in the convicts, and removed all
terror which the example ought to have produced; so that, instead of any being
deterred from crime at the sight, a different effect may be expected.”

Several of the counties in this district are still unprovided with that most useful
appendage, a covered van, for the moving of prisoners, and I cannot too strongly
recommend that such a decorous means of conveyance should, on all possible occa-
sions be employed. '

I have the honour to be,
My Lord,

Your Lordship’s most obedient humble Servant,

WILLIAM JOHN WILLIAMS,
Inspector of Prisons.

(2] b
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REPORTS ON SEPARATE PRISONS.

RUTLAND.

County Gaor AND House oF CORRECTION, OAKHAM.

" InsPECTED this prison and found it unexceptionably clean and orderly. The prisoners were
classed as follows :—

No. 1, Day Room.

W. L., aged 47, for trial, charged with stealing a wheelbarrow.

J. G, aged 23, convicted of embezzlement. Tiwelve months’ imprisonment.
N. B, aged 38, convicted of stealing hay. Twelve months’ imprisonment.

R. A., aged 29, convicted of stealing potatoes. Nine months’ imprisonment.

No. 2, Day Room.

W. T., aged 40, convicted at Assizes of subornation of perjury. Twelve months’imprison-
ment. .

J.S., aged 19, convicted of assault with attempt to commit a rape. Six months’ impri-
sonment.

H. C.,, aged 16, convicted of breaking church windows. Six weeks’ imprisonment.

Females.

M. B., aged 15, for trial at Sessions, on a charge of obtaining money under false pretences.

There has been but a single punishment during the last two years for an infraction of
prison rules.

Two prisoners were sick, viz., J. G., apparently in a decline, and M. B.; female, sore legs.

The surgeon keeps no journal, as required by the Gaol Act. There has been neither death
nor serious illness since my last visit. Examined the books and found them correctly kept.
The misdemeanants should be entered in the prison register, which is restricted to the felons.,

A very marked improvement has taken place under the head of moral and religious instruc-
tion. The former chaplain having resigned his office, a new one has been appointed, who
performs two services on the Sumi:y, and reads prayers daily. He goes through the wards,
explains the Scriptures to the prisoners, distributes tracts, and is occasionally occupied for
an hour and a half in individms
from his journal : —

¢ January 17th, 1638.—I have been much pleased with the attention and apparent devotion of the
Prisoners, who, with one exception, unable to read, follow me in the prayers and lessons.

“The prison is kept in a state of remarkable cleanliness, and both the master and turnkey seem to
me, from their humane disposition, judgment, and experience, to be peculiarly well fitted for their
office. At present there are seven prisoners.

¢ June 30th.— The number of prisoners is reduced to four, including two debtors. The prisoner,
unable to Yead a fortnight since, has made rapid progress. He can now read easy sentences at sight,
and has learut one of Watts’s hymns, Though I have devoted some hours to his ivstruction, lis
present quickness'may be attributed to his snlitary confinement. This mode of punishment seems
attended with excellent results, The other prisoner, since the departure of his companions, appears
more sensible of his guilt, has expressed more sorrow for his past life, with stronger resolutions of
amendment than I ever heard from him before. On former occasions of religious conversation he
has been inclined to cavil at the Bible, which he appeared to read principally for the purpose of dis-
covering more wretched characters than himself. But I have much greater hope now, under the
Divine blessing, of his reformation.

¢ August 20.—Examined a lad, 14 years of age, committed for the Sessions. Could repeat the
Lord’s Prayer imperfectly ; not able to read, but a wish to learn. Is a Roman Catholic. He cried
bitterly, and said he had no food for two days previous to committal.

*¢ 31st.—Visited the prisoners severally Monday, Wednesday, and Friday during the week, and ex-
plained the Scripture. Instructed those unable to read.

¢ September 30th.—During this month have given three days weekly to tuition and religious
conversation.

¢ November 5th.—The prisoner was liberated this morning. He has learnt to read and repeat the
catechism, and several of Watts’s hymns, during his confiuement.

¢ August 3lst.—During the last two months I have given a lecture in the chapel upon the portion
of scriplure that I have been in the habit of reading. It appears to me to be attended with greater
benefit than the private exhortation I used hitherto to make to them in their cells. I have not omitted
to visit the prison twice or thrice weekly for the purpose of supplying them with religious books, and
upon these occasions have made such remarks as appeared to me best suited for them.”

I have to regret that the temporary absence of the chaplain, at the time of my visit, pre-
vented me from extending my inquiries upon this head.
The discipline of the prison is carried on in precisely the same manner as at the last inspec-

tion. ThE n:tllmber of prisoners is so small as to render it impossible to find labour for them.
2. B

communication with them. I make the following extracts-

II.
NORTHERN AND
EasterN DisTrICT.
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Separate Prisons.
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<IL. I think it worth the consideration of the magistrates whether it would not be an advantage to
Nortrer~N Anp  erect a treadwheel upon a small scale, where the prisoners might be worked in separate par-
Eastern DistricT. titions, and by which some portion of their time might be saved from contaminating intercourse

Reports on and idleness.

:Separate Prisons.

NOTTINGHAMSHIRE.

. CountY GaoL, NOTTINGHAM.
g::g;;gg::;' Inspected this gaol on the 2d of November. The following is a return of the number and
* description of prisoners confined there at the time :—

Nunser of PrisoNERs confined in the County Gaol at Nottingham, on the Morning of Inspection, November 2, 1839,

No. Class. Name. Age. Offence. Seutence.

1 | Convicted Felon. . | C.G. . | 56 | Stealing three horses . . | Transported 15 years.

2 ’s sy o J.C . | 19 | Stealing two silk handker- ’s 7 years.
chiefs, and a large quaa-
tity of other articles.

3 ’s sy o o} J. « | 14 | Stealing three shirts . . ’s 7 vears.

4 s sy + o | E. . | 14 | Stealing a shawl, and other ’» 7 years.
articles,

5 s ss <« o | J.H. .| 21| Stealing one pocket hand- | One calendar month hard la-
kerchief, and a quantity bour. '
of other articles.

6 | For Trial for Felony. | W.B. . |74 |Bigamy . . . . . | Committed for trial at the Assize.

7 s sy o o | B.P. . |22 | Horse stealing. . . . - ’s

8 ’s sy « o | J.B. .| 16| Manslaughter. . . . .y s

9 . ss o o |'T.W. . | 22 | Stealing 10sovereigns,and | Committed for trial at quarter
other monies. sessions.

10 ) v« < |GT. 18 | Stealing from the person . .

on the highway three
pounds in silver, and |
other monies.

11 ye s + o] G.W. .]119 | Same offence . . . ’s .

12 ’ ss o o |T.J. .| 17| Stealing a door-key . . ’s ’s

13 s ss + o | H.C. .| 22| Stealing one shirt . . - .

14 | Misdemeanants . . | F. K. . | 27 | Deserter from 60th rifles . | Committed as a deserter, after
being remanded on a charge
of felony.

15 s . « «|JT. .| 83| Commitied under Trespass | One calendar month hard labour,

Act. or pay 17s.6d.
16 - e o <« |T.G. .| 29| Assault (want of sureties). | 12 calendar months’ imprison-
- : ment, or find two sureties in
£5 each, or ane in £10; self
in £10 for 12 months.

17 99 « . . |M.B. .| 81| Assault (wantof sureties). | 12 calendar months’ imprison-
ment, sureties as above.

18| Debtor . . . .|G.C. .| 68 . - . . . .

19 359 ¢ o « « +|JH. .]|56 . . . . . .

Couvicted Felons . . . . . . Males 3

’y ’ e + « o« o o Female 2
Committed for trial at Assize . . . Males 3

’s s Sessions. . . Males 5
Committed as a deserter (awaiting Route) . . 1
Misdemeanants, Summary Convictions. Males 3
Debtors . . . « « o« + « . Males 2

Total. . . .19

Rercen of PrisoNErs employed in the County Gaol, Nottingham.

Name. Offence. Employment.

J.F. . .| Trespassin pursuit of game . . . | Sweepingand cleaning ward occasionally.
T.G. . .| WantofSureties. . . . . . |In the keeper’s house, and the court
house.

The wards were clean and orderly on the day of my visit, the only exception being the
hospital, which was dirty and untidy; the prisoner there had a quantity of bread in his posses-

sion, the accumulated allowance of several days.
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On going into one of the day rooms, I detected a prisoner with tobacco in his possession ;
who, it appeared, had been employed as a sweeper in the adjoining court house.

The former chaplain has resigned his office, and receives a retiring allowance of 50!. per
annum. The present chaplain was appointed July 2d, 1838, with a salary of 100/ per
annum. He is master of the free grammar school in the town, which occupies him daily from
half-past eight to eleven in the forenoon, and from two to four in the afternoon. He states,
« I perform the appointed service with a sermon on the Sabbath, and read a selection of prayers
daily in the chapel. I go through the wards once a-week, changing the books, and speaking
to the prisoners. There is no room.appropriated to me where I can see a prisoner alone. Two
orthree Catholics have requested to be attended by their priest,and havebeen so. I have the
selection and the inspection of the books. The prisoners are furnished with elementary books,
but there is no instruction beyond what they mutually afford each other. They pass their time
in idleness, and I have no doubt in demoralizing conversation. If I had a room afforded me,
I should be glad to have a class with me dai?y or do anything else that might be thought
desirable. I am not informed when prisoners come in or when they go.out. I have not seen
any who are in at present. During the early period of my appointment, I had considerable

ersonal conversation with the prisoners, inserting the particulars in my memorandum book.
desisted in consequence of having been referred to a minute made by the visiting justices
with reference to this portion of my duties.

The circumstances which occasioned this order appear in the following memorandum,
furnished by the chaplain, and in the subjoined extracts from his journal :—

Memorandum.

¢ D——-o, (from , for murder, on coroner’s warrant,) on my asking him how he was on Saturday
(13th April), said he was ¢ uneasy about his mind ;> and I, supposing he might require religious in-
struction or direction, told him that I would see him on the Sunday (this) afternoon, which I did at
four o’clock, :

* On going into the ward, I called him aside and inquired on what subject he was uneasy in his
mind, whether it was that he now began to feel the awfulness of his condition, in baving doune as he
had confessed ?

‘“ He said ¢ that he was uneasy about the murder, because there was another man with him, and he
could not feel easy without telling it. The man’s name was. , and he met with him in the
churchyard as he was coming home that night, and he asked him to go with him to the woman's house,
for that he, ———, was asked at church, and had no money to buy proper things with (for his mar-
riage), and he must get some.; that he ( ) was fresh, and said he would go with him, and they
went and cut through the wood-work over the door, as it might be that (pointing to a place in the
ward No. 2); that - did not tell him what he was going to do with the woman till they were
at the door; that — .went up stairs first and did the deed, and the woman never spoke to him
( ) after he went up; that he ( ) only got 5s. in mouney and two watches, and that
got all the rest, if there was any ; that — had been keeping company with the girl for some time,
and cohabiting with her and her mother every night, going about midnight, for a year past; that
because — would follow this girl, his master for whom he worked (I forget the farmer’s name*)
had turned him off out of employment ; that the two parishes (C and another,+ I think) to which
and the girl belonged, had refused to give them anything towards the marriage, and (as I
understood) one of the parishes said it would injure it for men to ‘marry (he used some such word
as fire the parish, which I could not make out) ; that they had not agreed to do the deed or to go to
the woman’s house before he met in the churchyard that night. He ( ) wished me to
make the above known ; he had told his fellow-prisoners the same.’

“The above are the particulars as far as Irecollect them ; now half-past eight o'clock, Sunday night,
same day as I heard them.

Extracts from Chaplain’s Journal.

‘¢ 17th April, 1839.—Prayers, as usual, Wednesday. The chaplain sent for by and reproved
for having received a prisoner’s confession respecting a murder, Mr. referring to a minute of his,
and his co-visitor in the order book to the effect that the chaplain ¢ should abstain from all conversa-
tion with the prisoners, especially if not tried, on the subject of their crimes ;> against which construction
of his duties, however, the chaplain here enters his protest, as being a clergyman who is bound to hear
confession, if required by a penitent, and is, by virtue of his office, bound to give consolation and
advice on any subject which may press on the prisoner’s conscience, or require religious direction and
instruction, for its removal or explanation,

¢ 19th July.—At this Assizes D was sentenced to death for murder, which he denied up to the
time of his trizl, giving a statement by which another person was charged with being the principal in
the deed; but after his trial and sentence he immediately confessed himself guilty when he had
regained his ward, and desired that it might be made known to the magistrates, and all others con-
cerned, that his former statement was false, and only got up with a view of escaping or mitigating his
own punishment. ’ ‘

“23d, Tuesday.—D having expressed a desire to be visited by a Wesleyan minister, I
requested Mr. , an itinerant preacher in » to see him, who came this day accordingly, and
appointed 11 o’clock as the hour at which he would attend daily upon the prisoner. Mr. , his
parish priest, called upon D to day, and thought him greatly improved in his feelings, and
knowledge on religious subjects, stating that he had voluntarily neglected going to church up to the
time of his apprehension. .

¢ 81st, Wednesday.— For two or three days before his execution, D , having repented and
prayed, and attended to religious instruction very anxiously, stated his mind to be easy and resigned,
having hope and trust that God would forgive him his sins, and mercifully accept him as a penitent.
He had been allowed to grow up from childhood in extreme ignorance of religion, or any school
learning, not knowing how to read at all except his letters, and very short words, which he learnt in

* I have asked him this month, and he says it is Mr, —, of ~—Monday, April 13.
+ ~—Monday.
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prison. Indeed his ignorance was such that he knew not the meaning of common religious expres-

sions, but requested to have them interpreted into his own scanty vocabulury. Administered the

Ef:cm,ment of the Lord’s Supper to D 3 the gaoler, six debtors, und Mr, —— receiving it with
im.’

The matron states, «That she invariably, on a Sunday, hears the female prisoners read,
and marks the progress they have made from week to week in instructing each other. The
keeper and herself both attend Divine service.”

The surgeon states the health of the prisoners to have been satisfactory since the last
inspection. The hospital is, as before stated, most defective and inconvenient. A water-
closet has been ﬁxe(F in the interior, which is so offensive, that, in cases of fever, he is
obliged to put the patients in any part of the buildings which may offer a preference. He
complies with the Acts of Parliament. There have been no deaths during the last two
years.

REeTUurN of Sick, County Gaol, Nottingham, November 2, 1539.

Nare. Description, Disease.
G.C. . .|Debtor. . . . . .| Pleurisy.
H.C. . .| Incustody for felony . .| Diseased lungs.

I examined the bread issued to the prisoners, which was of just weight and wholesome
quality. Inspected the prison books ; those connected with the supply of provisions are very
defective. I annex a statement of the expenditure for the year ending October, 1839.

AmounT and Items of Expenditure of the County Gaol, Nottingham, from Michaelmas, 1838, to
Michaelmas, 1839.

. Epiphany Sessions.

Gaoler’s salary, per quarter ., . . . .
Extra for removing seven counvicts, at 15s. .
Matron, per quarter . . .« . . o .
Turnkey . . . . . .
Assistant ditto, 13 weeks, at 16s.
Surgeon, per quarter . . . .
Chaplain, ditto . . . . . . .
*Retired ditto . . . . . . . .
Expense removing transported convicts . . .
Bread bill . . . , . . . . . .
Milkdito . . . . . . - . . < . . .
Coals to turnkeys' lodges and flues, 5 tons 6% cwts, at 13s..
Candles to ditto, and to lock priconers . . . . . .
Ale, half a pint per day, by order of the surgeon, to a sick
prisoner, sixdays . . . . . . . . .
Wagon load of straw for beds. .
Printing calendars, &. . . . . .
Oliver, forbooks . . . . . . .
Diet for sick felons, by order of surgeon
Bought nine yards of grey cloth, at 3s. 4d.
Making up and trimmings . . .
Shoes, and mending for felons . . .
Shirts und Shifts . . . . . .
Repairing felons’ clothes. . . . .
Washing for felons and misdemeanants .

Y

.
.
.
.

* e e e o 8 o
® o * o e 0 o o e o
o e o e e o o o
b bt
.

@ o ¢ o o o ¢ o o o

Ll

.

o~

Penceaccount. . . . . . .
Brushes, mops, &c. ., .
Postage . . . . .
Blacklead and turpentine

e o g ® o o 0 o * o o o

bt G0 G Pt DY et s >
CC U uC oo RN CcuNESRETSant®h
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® * e o o 4 ¢ o o

. . .
. . .
. . .

£236 17 7
Easter Sessions. -
£ s d
Salaries thisquarter . . . . . - . « o« o . 130 8 0
Gaoler, extra for removing convicts . . . . o 6 0 0
Expense removing convicts « . .« . .+ « o o o 26 4 6
Window=tax « « « o . « o o + o« ¢ o o 1 2 4i
Bread bill . . . L] . . . . . L] . . . . 32 6 0
Milkditto. . . « o+ « « « « o o o o o 11 5 4
Removing three prisoners to house of correction . . . 015 0
Coals to turnkeys’ lodges and flues, fourtons . . . . 212 0
Candlestoditto . . . . . « « . o« « » - 0 5 6
Printing colendars, &c. . . . . + . . . . . 1 5 4
Diet to sick, by orderof surgeon. . « « . o o . 1 6 6

Carried forward « . 21310 7
* The retired cﬁaph‘m, the Rev. Robert Wood, D.D., receiving the superannuated allowance, died in December last.
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Removing 11 pnsoners to home nf correctmn
Coals to turnkeys’ lodges and flues, four tons .
Candles, &c. . .

Ale, 16 days, one pmt at Zo}d to slck by order of surgeon.
Printing calendars, &. . . . . . . . o .
Oliver, forbooks . . . .

£ s d
Brought forward . . 213 10 7
Shoesandmending . . . . . . . . . . . 1 59
Shirts and Shifts,&. . . . . . . . . . . 1 00
Felons® clothes repaiving. . . . . « . . . . 0 8 9
Blankets bought, as per account . e« e . . . 250
Washing for felons, and scouring blankets « + « . .« 218 6
Penceaccount . . . . . . . . . . . . 417 4
Brushes, mops, &e. . . . . e+ e« « « o« 018 6
Besoms . . . . . . . . . .+ « . « .« 0306
Postage . . . . . e « + &« o+ + . 0 3 3
£227 6 2
Repairs.
P £ s d
Walker, for bricklayer and plasterer’'swork. . . . . 1210 8
Walker, for stone-mason, &.. . . . . . . . .« 7 110
Bell for a stove grate, &. . . . . . . . . . 418 0
Clarke, for carpenter’swork . . . . . . . . . 410 0O
Hackney, for paper-hanging . . , . . . . . . 415 6
£3516 0
Midsummer.
£.
Salaries this quarter . . . . e + « . 13
Extra for removing convicts, at 158, each e e e . 1
Expense removing conviets . . . . . . . . . 361
Bread bill. . . . . . . . . ¢ o o . 2
Milk ditto . . . « e e e 1

—
e,

CO™UUWODOm =~ OmCONNORITIO
CRTDH RO NVEVAIOCCWINNTINOODS
Dl OO ERONOROPDIDOOROICOR

Diet to sick, by order of surgeon o e e e e e e
Shoes and mendmg tofelons, &¢. . . « . . . .
Shirts and shifis, &.. . « « ¢ ¢« + o o o .
Repuairing felons’ clothes, &. . . « « « . .+ &
Sacking for beds, four yards at 2s.8d. . . . . . .
Washing for felons, &. . « « « . . . « . .
Penceaccount. . . ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ o o o o o
Brushes, mops,&. . « « . ¢ o« o ¢ o o
Besoms « « ¢ o o ¢ ¢ « e o o e e o
Posuge L] . . . . L] . . L] L] . . . .
£234 5
Michaelmas.
L s d)
Salaries thisquarter . . . . . « « « ... .130 8 0
Extra for removing conviets . . . . . . . . . 615 0
Expense removing convicts . . . . . . . . . 8 9 0
Bread bill. . . . . . . . . . . . .+ . 3615 6}
Milkditto. « . . . « . .« ¢ « ¢ « « .« 1218 9
Window-tax . . e e e e e+ e .« <« 1 2 4}
Coals to lodges, &c., six tons, 18s. « « « < .« o« o 818 0O
Candlestoditto . . . . . . « ¢« « « « « 0 5 6
Printing . . . . e s ¢« o o o e o« 1 86
Extra diet to sick, by order of surgeon . . . . . o 014 9
Shoes and mendmg « e o o e s e o e« o « 017 38
Shll'ls, &ec.. . . . . . . . . . O . . . 014 O
Repairing felons’ clothes, &c. . e o o o« + « 05 4
Bought sheeting for felons’ beds, &. . . + + . . 618 6
Washing and scouring blankets . . . . . . . . 38 3 6
Penceaccount. . . . . . . o ¢ o o o o 519 2
Brushes, mops, &. . . J~ . . . . . . o . 1 7 8
Besoms . . . . . e e 4 e e e o o« 07T 0
Pm‘age . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0 0 4 6
Chamber-pots. « « « « o +. « & o o« « « 0 2 0
Blacklead and turpentine. . « . « ¢ o o o o 0 1 4
Michaelmas ., . . . . . « . .25310 8
Midsummer « . « o . o « o +234 5 8
Easter . o . e o o o o o o o 227 6 2
Epiphﬂﬂy . . o o . e o © o o 236 17 7
TO'I] . . ° . . . £ 952 0 1
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I insert the following extracts from the keepar's journal, as bearing upon the discipline of
the gaol :—

¢ December 30, 1837.—Eliza K , under sentence of transportation, attempted to escape at
five o’clock this evening. The yard door being locked, she got out the iron staunchion from the
pantry window, and got up into the yard ; having tied the sheets and blankets together, pulled them
after her, and threw them over the walls on the side next the Marsh, when I caught herin the act of
getting up the wall, for the purpose of sliding down into the Marsh. I placed her in the old solitary
cell for the night without bedding, and iu the morning removed her to the new solitary cell, and gave
her half a loaf of bread and water for the day.

“ August 18, 1839.—W. D——, being placed in No. 5 yard as company for J N y
made his escape by getting up on the privy in the corner, and over the chevaux de frise into the vista,
then over an ’s premises, over the Meeting-house yard, and over a house upon Garner's-
hill, where he was retaken by me in his father’s house, concealed in the chimney, and brought back
into the gaol in a few minutes from his leaving it.”

With reference to the prisoner, with whom the above individual was placed for com-
pany, the keeper states that he was detained to give evidence against the Chartists, and
was much alarmed at being in the prison, and thought the man (Driver) lately executed was
always at his back. He cried like a child, and it was absolutely necessary to have some one
with him. He gave the alarm of the prisoner’s escape.

The number of punishments for offences within the prison during the year 1839, to Oc-
tober, have been but 10.

The number committed to this gaol for the two last years is as follows :—

From October, 1837, to October, 1838, ’

Debtors 49, Felons and Misdemeanants 416.

From October, 1838, to October 1839,

Debtors 18, Felons and Misdemeanants 357.

This gaol is altogether defective in accommodation and arrangement ; there are neither
sufficient infirmaries for the sick, nor adequate wards for the female prisoners, and the chapel
is most inconveniently small. No officer, however alert, can properly discharge his duty of
effective superintendence over the prisoners with such obstructions to inspection as are placed
in his way by the construction of this prison. The keeper and matron state, «“ That great
inconvenience is experienced from the propinquity of the female wards to the part of the
town, called the Narrow Marsh, which is chiefly inhabited by the lower classes. That
communication takes place by calling out from below, which it is impossible to prevent.”

I have again to notice the still existing impropriety of permitting the keeper to retail coals
to the prisoners. One penny a-day is allowed to each, from the county, out of which they
purchase coals for cooking in the day-rooms and meat on the Sundays. The keeper is com-
pelled to keep a long and intricate account with each prisoner for the amount thus
accruing to him during his stay in the prison. Independently of the inconvenience he is
thus subjected to, the practice is illegal, he says, I cannot conscientiously say there is no
profit; at times I have reason to believe there is a profit. The price is, however, generally
pretty stationary for the articles thus provided.” The prisoners still eat their meals without
supervision, order, or regularity. 1 recommend that the food should be served out in
proportionate quantities, three times a-day ; that it should be cooked for them, and that an
officer should be invariably present at the time. The practice of permitting prisoners to
clean the court-house appears to me a very dangerous and improper one. The prisoner
detected with tobacco on the day of inspection was so employed. Some light work might,
I should hope, be obtained for the prisoners, who themselves often desire it, for which some
allowance, under the name of earnings, might be paid to those for trial, in the event of no bill
being found or acquittal. I recommend that the chaplain should be called upon to perform
Divine service twice on the Sabbath,* and that a room be appropriated in which he may
assemble the prisoners in classes for instruction. :

One subject of satisfaction is the very considerable decrease in the number of debtors, there
being but two at the period of my visit. A

Two boxes are affixed to the .exterior gate to receive the contributions of the benevolent for
debtors and felons : the one for debtors has not been opened since July, 1837, when the
contents were 2/. 2s. 7d. ; the other for felons, in August, 1836, 18s. 54d.

SOUTHWELL.—Houst oF CORRECTION FOR NOTTINGHAMSHIRE.

Visited this House of Correction on the 5th of November; the cells and day rooms, parti-
cularly those appropriated to the females, were c!ean, thq inﬁrma'ry and vagrant wards.were,
however, exceptions. In the infirmary a quantity of dirty rubblsl'L was lying a.bout m.the
cupboards and corners, also dangerous tools, such as files, a chisel, and. a piece 9f iron
formed into a saw ; in the vagrant ward also much rubbish was collected, which had evidently

been there for some time.

* Two services are now performed on the Sabbath in this prison.
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RETURN of the Number and Distribution of Prisoners confined in the House of Correction on the

day of Inspection.
Mavzs,
No. of Prisoners

Offences. in Custody.
F or trial . - . - ) - . - . . o . 2
Convimd fe‘m . . . . o B . . . ) 24
» misdemeanants . . . . . . . . 21
Suminarily convicted for poaching. . . . . . 18
* assaults . . . . . . 3

. misdemeanors . , . . 24 -
Want of sureties . . . . . . . . . . 6
Summarily convicted for vagrancy . . e . 9
Under sentence of courts martial . . . . . . 2

Deserters waitingaroute . . . . . . . . 1
Total . « . . . o 105

Employment of the above Prisoners.
At the tread wheels . . . « . . . . . 40
Frame work knitting . . - « .« . . . . 6
Seaming . . . < ¢ o+ o ¢ e . . 5
Tailors . e s+ s s & e o & o e . 2
Shoemakers. . . e e 1 e e & . 1
Infirmary . . . . < . ¢ + . . . . 7
Dayroom . . . . .« ¢ « o « « . . 28
Itchward . . . o o ¢ o ¢ ¢ o« o 1
Wardsmen . . . . ¢ « ¢ . « « < e 5
Cooksand bakers . . . .« « « - o+ . . 5
Cleaners . . . . . . . e e . 3
Solitary . « . . o . ¢ e ¢ e o o . 2
105
OrreNCES.—FEMALES.
Convicted felons . . . « « .« .« . < 6
’s misdemeanants . . . « ¢ o . . 2
Summary convictions . . . .+ . ¢ . . . 1
T(’tal . . . - . 9
Employment of the above Prisoners.

Washing . . . . . ¢ ¢« « o ¢ o« o 5
Mending . . . . - . . . . ) . . 4
Total . . « . = 9

RerurnN showing the Number of Wardsmen, Cooks, Bakers, &c. employed in the Nottinghamshire

House of Correction.

Name. Employment. Offence for which Imprisoned. If];:‘.::'“n Fga.;::t
J.B. . Nurse . . . . . .| ConvictedFelony . . .| Once . | Felony.
J.H.. .| Wardsman. . . . .| Convicted Felony . . . | Never . | Never.
E. W.. .| Cook . .| Assault _ . . « o | Never . | Never.
C.B. . .| Cook . . « .|Bigamy . . . . . .| Never . | Never.
W.M.. .|Baker . . . . . .| Misdemeavor . . . < | Never . | Never
HP. . .|Baker . . . . . .|Game . . . . + . |Once . | Game.
W.W. .|Baker . . . . . .| ConvictedFelony . . .| Once , | Felony.
C. W.. .| General Cleaner . « | Convicted Felony < .« | Once . | Felony.
W.S.. .| Wardsman on Tread-wheel | Neglecting his family . . | Once Felony.
JJR. . .|Same . . . . . .|Game . . . < . .| Never . | Never
E.B. . .| StoveWardsman . . .| Assault . . . . . .| Never .| Never

NuxBER Of PRISONERS receiving extra diet as remuneration for Labour or Employment, in Notting-

hamshire House of Correction, September 3, 1839.

Cooks e e e e e e e e . 2
Wardsmen at wheel . . . . . . 2
Bakes . . . . . .« ¢« . . 3
Barber . P |
Hospital attendant . . . . . . 1
Storeman. . . . . . . .« o 1
Warder . . . . « . . . . 2
Tailor. « ¢« « « + o . .« + 1
Shoemaker . . . . . . . . 1
Frame work knitters . . . . 5
Total . . 19
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II. There has been little or no variation in the mode of carrying on the discipline of this es-
Nonrnkry Anp  tablishment since my last visit. An additional turnkey and night watchman have been ap-
Easrern DistricT. pointed, and a new keeper and matron in the room of the former officers who resigned; one
Renorts on turnkey has been discharged for misconduct. Blinds have been fixed to some of the windows
Separz'e Prisons. ©f the sleeping cells in the female wards. The continual presence of two prisoners at the
—_ odge has been discontinued, and one only is allowed to ‘go there for about an hour during
Southwell. the day to light the fire and clean the reception cells. A prisoner occasionally works in the
House of Correction garden, and the governor’s knives, forks, and shoes, are now sent into the prison to be cleaned,
;-l:zr!:oumgham- instead of being done at the lodge. Clothing is still much wanted, particularly among the
’ fcm]ales; a regular gaol dress for all the prisoners is essential to discipline, cleanliness, and
health.

Upon the important subject of health, I regret to state that there has been no amelioration.
The diet, to which much of the prevailing debility may be attributed, remains unaltered.
Diet.—Males, 1 pint of milk with 2 pints of gruel, made from a quarter of a lb. of oatmeal,
and 13 1b. of bread of the quality called thirds. Females, half a lb. of bread less. Wards-
men and prisoners at framework iabour receive 24 oz. of meat, and broth. Women at labour,
tea and sugar, and broth. Prisoners before trial are allowed to purchase half a lb. of meat,
1 ]b. of vegetables, 1 1b. of bread, and 1 quart of milk. The Surgeon states, I do not
consider the diet as sufficient for prisoners for six months ; it is not so for the majority of male
prisoners. I have not the least hesitation in declaring it insufficient, and it is {rom this that
the very large sum is expended under the head of extra diet.” The keeper, on being ques-
tioned, states, ‘1 observe in two or three months a very considerable alteration in the pri-
soners ; they often lose their appetite for the prison food. They are constantly applying for
a change, which I cannot grant, at least one out of twenty.” The amount paid for extra food
to sick and wardsmen from October 1838 to October 1839, was 122/ 13s. 1d. Referring to
the Surgeon’s Journal, I find the following number of prisoners have received extra diet by

order of the surgeon, during the present year.

NuumBer of Prisoners ordered Extra Diet for Medical Reasons, from 1st of January, to the 22d of
September, 1839.

From January 1toJanuary 7 . . 15 From June 4 » 10 ¢ . 14
' 8 , 14 . . 10 . 11 s 17T <« . 14
»» 15 s 21 o+ . 11 » 18 w 24 <« . 15
» 22 »w 28 o . 10 » 25 toduly 1 ., . 138
. 29to Feb. 4 . .' 11 July 2 . A §
Feb. 5 s 11 . .17 » 9 s 1 . . 10
’ 12 » 18 . . 18 |. » 16 » 22 . . 12
» 19 w 26 . . 20 v 23 w 29 . . 11
. 26 toMarch 4 . . 20 s 30 to August 5 . , 10
March 5 s 11 + . 19 August 6 » 12 . . 13
s 12 » 18 . . 18 »» 13 » 19 o . 12
» 19 s 25 . . 18 » 20 » 26 . . 13
» 26 to April 1 . . 19 2 27 toSept. 2 . . 16
April 2 ” § . . 15- Sept. 3 » e o 16
9 9 » 15 . . 14 »” 10 s 16 . . 11
» 16 s 22 . . 14 » 17 » 23 . ., 11
»s 23 s 29 . . 138 ” 24 s 31 . . 17
” 30 toMay 1 . 12 October 1 toOctober 7 , . 15
May 7 s 13 . . 16 " ) s 14 . .17
. 14 w 20 . . 13 » 15 » 22 . . 16
" 21 s 27 . . 13 » 22 s 28 . . 16

» 28 toJune 3 . . 13

The insufficiency of the diet for long terms being established, I strongly recommend the
magistrates to add thereto a portion of animal food for prisoners under such circumstances.
The Gaol Act expressly says that each prisoner * shall be allowed a sufficient, quantity of
plain and wholesome food.” I am quite of opinion that this ought to be done without the
intervention of the surgeon, who never supplies it but for medical reasons, and until actual
injury has been inflicted ; it moreover gives an unnecessary expansion to the discretionary au-
thiority vested in him, and is a powerful incentive to the simulation of disease among the pri-
soners. The surgeon states, that, in consequence of the few vagrants now committed, eruptive
disease has diminished ; that he now attends corporal punishments; the whipping is severe,
but not such as to require medical treatment. No precise number of lashes are inflicted.
Visits the prison daily, and sees every prisoner twice a week ; does not visit those in solitary
confinement, except when sick. He considers that the making of the bread in the prison
has been beneficial to the health of the prisoners, it being free from adulteration.

Rerurn of the Number of Prisoners Sick or receiving Extra Diet by Direction of the Surgeon on the
Day of Inspection.

JomD.. . . . . Occasionally of unsound mind.

William 8. . , ., . Abscess.

ReubenS. . , . Spitting of blood.

James B. ., . . . Diarrhea.

WilliamW. . ., . Debility from fever.

Alexander B. . . . Suffering from the effect of cold and hunger.
Sarah B. o o . . . Debi\ity.
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Deatas in the Nottinghamshire House of Correction, 1838 and 1839.

Name. |Age. Date of Decease. Disease. Imprisonment.

G.F. .| 20 { 8rd February 1839. | Consumption . . | Received 14th August 1838, on a
charge of felony ; tried and con-
victed at Retford Sessions, 22nd
October 1838, and sentenced to
four calendar months’ hard la-
bour.

H. B. .| 29 | 30th April, 1839 . | Accidentally poiconed | Received 11th January 1839, on a
by eating the root of | charge of felony; tried and con-
a plant called monk’s | victed at Nottingham Sessions,
hood. Sth April, 1839, and sentenced to
three calendar months’ hard la-
bour.

The death of the last prisoner was occasioned by eating a large quantity of monk’s hood
which was growing in the keeper’s garden, and which she picked through the open iron rail-
work of the airing yard. She was subject to epilepsy, and appears to have been of
unsound mind. She had a most ravenous appetite ; would steal her fellow prisoners’ food ;
and had been known to eat dirt, and even excrement, to gratify it.

The chaplain states « his duty to be carried on precisely in the same manner as at my last
visit. He performs two services on the Sabbath, and prayers daily. There is no systematic
instruction of the prisoners ; what is done in this way is by the turnkeys. He distributes tracts,
which are generallﬁ returned in a very wretched condition; indeed, it requires no ordinary
attention to keep them in any kind of order. Has the entire authority over the books.
Principally makes use of Mrs. Trimmer’s Abridgment, and very seldom permits a prisoner to
introduce one of his own. He further says, * A curious application was made to me the other
day by one of the Chartist prisoners. I-{e mentioned to me that he belonged to a mechanics’
society at , and thought it very hard that he could not introduce books from the library
of the institution to which he was a subscriber. I asked him what books he required, and he
answered, ¢ The Bridgewater Treatises,” which surprised me no little, he being a very ignorant,
superficial man. T instruct a class of boys; but their labour is so incessant at the wheel
that they have hardly any time. These boys are brought up on Sundays, not every Sunday,
but when I am at liberty from other duty ; they do not make any considerable progress, but they
quickly recover the knowledge of the catechism if they have lost it. There are a number of pri-
soners here for offences connected with Chartism ; I have not had any individual communication
with them as yet, but intend doing so. I visit the female prisoners occasionally, and supply
them with books. The governor attends the chapel, and a proper proportion of the officers.
The average daily time% spend in the prison is from one to two hours. I do not believe
there is much corrupting intercourse takes place.”

The chaplain’s journal is confined to the simple entry of service performed ; I consider it might
be very judiciously extended to noting down such observations as may suggest themselves in
the execution of his duties, either with reference to the effect of the discipline, morally and
physically, or the result of inquiries into the causes of crime, and the habits, connexions,
and pursuits of the criminal population. -

List of Books in use by the Prisoners.

Bibles, 8vo.
Testaments, 8vo. and 12mo.
Prayer Books, 12mo. and 24mo.
Trimmer's Abridgment of Old Testament.

Ditto ditto New Testament,
Bower's Companion for Prisoners.
Yonge’s Manual for Prisoners.
Pious Country Parishioner Instructed.
Daily Preparation for Death and Eternity.
Bishop Andrews’s Devotions. )
Crossman’s Introduction to Christian Religion.
Davys’s Conversations on the Liturgy.
Leslie against Deists.
Stanley’s Meditations for Sick,
Church Catechism.
Osterwald's Abridgment of Bible History.
Parables—Miracles—Discourses—Sermon on the Mount—and History of our

Saviour—extracted from the New Testament.
Nelson on the Fasts and Festivals.
Trimmer’s Spelling Book.
Simpson’s Primer.
Spelling Cards.
Cheap ﬁepository Tracts, 3 vols.

The labour to which the prisoners are subjected is the tread-wheel, framework knitting,
and making the prison bread. When a prisoner, by profession a framework knitter, has been
2.
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two or three months at the mill, he is put to the frame, and receives an extra allowance of

Non‘rnl]l)m Ap  food. The taskmaster superintends the work and also the baking of the bread. The prisoners
EasrerN DistRICT. manufacture caps and pieces, which are disposed of to a master at N ottingham, and the amount

Reports on

Separate Prisons.

Southwell.

House of Correction

for Nottingham-
shire.

of earnings is from 30/. to 40/. a-year. The prisoners do not work by candle-light.

TasLE of Prisoners’ Earnings, with five Frames, from 15th June, 1839, to 28th September, 1839,

ing 15 weeks.
Date. DNO' of h Amount of Amount of Amount of Expenses of | County Sha
5' r:z:el:. Daily Task. ‘Weekly Task. Earnings. Frames, &c. oty Share.
1839. £ d £ s d £ s d | £ s d £ s d
June 22. . 30 0 4 3% 1 5 9 1 59 0 911 01510
»w 29. . 30 0 3 6% 1 13 1 13 0 91 012 2
July 6. . 30 0 3 2% 019 3 019 3 0 7 5} 011 9%
» 13. 30 0 3113} 1 39 1 89 0 9 6 014 8
s 20. 30 0 4 ‘lig 1 4 9 1 49 0 9 7 015 2
» 27. . 30 0 3 113 11 3 09 b 011 10
August 3 . 30 0 4 8% 1 8 8 1 8 3 0 9 6} 018 8%
» 10 . 30 0 4 3 1 59 1 59 010 o0 015 9
» 17 . 30 0 311 1 8 9 1 39 09 7} 014 1
» 24 . 30 0 4 1% 1 4 9 1 49 0 9 63 015 ?3
» 31 . 30 0 3 6 1 13 1 1 3 0 9 04 012
Sept. 7. . 30 0 4 8 1 8 3 1 8 3 0 9 104 018 4
» 14. . 30 0 3 6} 113 1 1 3 0 9 04 012 2
» 21. 30 0 3 6% 1 1 38 1 1 3 0 9 5 01110
s 28. 30 0 3 6} 1138 11 3 09 3 012 o
Total . .| 450 218 7% 1711 9 1711 9 7 0 8% 10 11 53

I examined the books, and found them correctly kept, and the entries made in a most clerk
like manner.

The method of keeping the account of monies received for the labour of prisoners appears
to be different in this from any other establishment. The sums received from the manufac-
turers have been paid into a fund and allowed to accumulate for many years; and when the
credit side shows a balance of perhaps 400L., the half of it is turned over to the county trea-
surer and the remainder reserved. confess I cannot see the advantage of this machinery ;
the simple and usual way of placing the earnings, as they accrue, to the credit side of ze
Prison account, appears to me preferable.

I annex an abstract of the expenditure from Michaelmas, 1838, to Michaelmas, 1839 :—

Asstract of the Expenditure from Michaelmas, 1838, to Michaelmas, 1839.

£ s d
Officers’ salaries . . . . « . . . « o . 839 16 0
Dietary . . « « o « o o « o « o« 788 7 1
Extra diet for sick and wardsmen . . . . . . 122 13 1
«  Clothing and bedding . . . . . . . . . 30 4 2
‘Washing and cleaning e e e e e e e 1918 4 |
Candles . . . . ¢ o ¢ o o o o o o 512 38
Coals and wood . . . . . . . . 0 . 0 122 17 4*
Repairs :—
Cal’pentel‘ - . . . . . £24 19 vi
Plumber and glazier . . . . 8319 ’a
Smith’s work . . 29 7
Masonry. . . . « « . o« 387 9 6
Painter . . . . . . . . 8212 8
Brazier . . . . . . . 2 7 8
160 16 7
Hardware. . . . . P 3 7 1
Printing and stationery . . . . « e e e 31 1 4%
Conveyance of prisoners « . ¢ o « . . o 84 18 4
Religious books . . . . . . . ) . 414 8
Messenger. « « . ¢ ¢ o o o o o o 2 0 0
Subsistence money on discharge. . . . . . . 18 8 2
Slllldl'ies . e . Py . . e o o - e o o 44 16 8
Total L3 . . . l‘ . . £2’811 1 2 t

The prisoners from the borough of Newark are received here under contract, and main-
tained at the rate of 104d. per diem. 4

New Officers. , turnkey; age 26; single man; butcher by trade; 16s. a-week;
resides in the prison, sleeping in one of the cells at the extremity of the galleries ; overlooks
the wheel ; and attends to the extra diet and the general business of the establishment.
, turnkey ; age 26 ; single man; formerly in service; 16s. a-week ; resides in prison,
sleeping in one of the cells at the extremity of the galleries; unlocks the prisoners in the top
landing in the morning ; and overlooks the day room appropriated to the untried, and men not
sentenced to labour. l..ﬁ'he overlooker either reads to this class of prisoners, or selects one from
their number to do so during the day.




?

1s. 103d. a-day; wages 16s. a-week ; does not reside in the prison.
the passages of a night, and to prevent talking. Comes on at five in the winter and goes off at
Has never detected any of the prisoners talking at

seven.

PRISONS OF GREAT BRITAIN.

oes round every half hour.

11

night watchman; age 37; married; formerly in the 33rd regiment; pension
His duty is to patrole

night, or found the least smell of tobacco, or any article thrown over the walls. The prison
is shut up at ten, and the keys lodged with the governor.

, turnkey;

22; currier by profession; wages 16s. a-week ; resides in the prison,

e
at the lodge; unloi::is the old prison and attends to the hospital, and takes his turn for half a
day with the men for trial. They are very fond of reading, and of having chapters read to

them from the

Matron appointed July, 1838 ; form

Scriptures.

erly matron Town Gaol, Nottingha‘m;‘ sal.ary' 60..

Keeper, age 40, appointed July, 1838 ; salary 200/. The keeper states that he complies
with the provisions laid down in the Gaol Acts referring to his office. '

Rerurn showing the Number of Punishments by Solitary Confinement, &c., for Offences
Prison, for the Year ending Michaelmas, 1839. :

within the

. Number of L. '
Prilgqol:::e url ll))fark Prisoners in Dark| Number of | Number of | Numberof | Number of \Number of
or Refractor or Refractory | Prisoners con-| Prisoners con.| FTisoners con-| Prisoners con. Prisoners Whinpin
ith St y Cells, with Stop-| fined Once. | fined Twice ﬁne(_l Three ﬁne'd Four gonﬂyed pPpIngs,
";f B :g' pages of Milk Times. Times. |Five Times.
peg read-1 " and Gruel.
None. 154 129 20 3 1 1 9

Prisoners under sentence of solitary confinement are placed in the ordinary sleeping cells;
are allowed to take walking exercise daily, and attend chapel on the Sabbath. Tﬁey are
visited occasionally by the chaplain, and daily if sick. The governor states,  That in several
instances prisoners have suffered very much from solitary confinement. A cattle-dealer,
found guilty of assault with attempt to commit a rape, and sentenced to six months’ imprison-
ment, with one week in each month solitary, was greatly depressed : the chaplain visited him
regularly. Another case was that of a soldier. It affected his sight, and made such an
impression upon him as to compel me to increase the time allowed for exercise by half an hour.”

While engaged in inspecting this house of correction a prisoner was brought there in a
cart, by a person known not to be a constable. Upon being questioned, he stated, « That
having to go through Southwell on his way to fetch fruit, the constable engaged him to leave
the prisoner at the house of correction, for which he is to have six shillings.”

Several prisoners were undergoing their sentences for offences connected with Chartism
at the time of my visit : upon being questioned they stated they had no reason to complain of
their treatment in the house of correction. I annex the evidence of one of the number in
answer to my inquiries as to the discipline to which he was subjected :—

“ The first thing in the morning I make my bed, and then come down and wash in the yard
(towels and soap being provided). I walk with others, about two yards apart, in rough file in a circle
round the yard until the bell rings for chapel ; from chapel into the dining-room to breakfast. I have
milk and bread for breakfast: this is the best meal we have; I have then as much as I can eat; I
would not desire any more. After breakfast, when the bell rings-for labour, we who are not for it
return to the day-room, and sit on forms opposite the turnkey, and remain silent and still : we have
the privilege of reading aloud in the Bible. It is a great relief to me, and I believe likewise to the
others. Those who cannot read sometimes make motions for us to do so, and sometimes go up to the
officer to ask him to read, which he does. I have no idea how time goes here; I never hear a clock
but at night, when in my cell. T believe we bave an hour’s marching in the yard before dinner. We
get gruel and bread for dinner; the same quantity of the latter as at breakfast. After dinner we re-
turn to the day-room, and remain there until an hour or three quarters before dark, when we again
walk about. When it rains, we remain in the day-room during the day. Supper is just before dark ;
the same as at dinner. I am convinced that if I remain here for nine mouths on this diet it will
undermine my constitution. I have nothing whatever to complain of here ; the officers act promptly,
and will not allow any person to be annoyed. Though a dissenter, I do not make any objection to
the Established Church. I was brought up in it, but have dissented. I believe there is not one of us
but would rather go to the chapel and hear the minister preach than walk about the yard. We would
all rather be at the county gaol, by reason of the silence system here. I do not mind it anything near
so much as at first. I am a fancy brush maker by business ; I have worked above eight years at one
place, and averaged during that time 1/. a-week ; the most I have earned during a week at it is 1/, 5s.
The other men are mostly frame-work knitters, and earn about 7s. 6d. I never drank: I am well
satisfied, as far as I am concerned. I do not care about the Charler, but would wish to have a vote
for a member of parliament.”

I subjoin a return of the prisoners imprisoned at the time for offences of the same de-
scription :—
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REerury showing the Number of Prisoners under Sentence, from the last Michaelmas Sessions, for
riotously and tumultuously assembling in an unlawful Manner, &ec.

Names. Ages. Religion. Sentences.
H.D.C. . . .| 2 { Br&l;gl:‘t up as Churchman, at present Uni-} Nine months,
J.M. . . «| 77 | Churchof Eugland . . ‘. . . . . | Six months.
JW.. . . .| 8 |Ditte . . . . . . . . .+ .« .| Ninemonths.
C. M. « o« of 23 |Baptst . . . . . . .+ . . . .| Ditto.

JS . . . .{ 19 |Ditoe . . « « « <« « . .+ o o| Fourmonths.
J.K.alias K. .| 25 |[Calvinist . . . . . . . . .« .| Sixmonths.
E.C.(female) .| 45 | ChurchofEngland . . . . . . .| Onemonth.
T.G. . «. . .| 3 | GeneralBaptit: . . . . . . . .| Nine months.
GIL . . . .| 8 |ChurchofEugland . . . . . . .| Ditto.

JM. . . . 26 | Methodist New Counexion . . . . . | Ditto.’
M.B.. . . .| 2 |Baptist., . . . . . . .« « . .| Ditto.

J.C. « . 26 | Methodist New Connexion . . . . . | Ditto.
M.H. . . .{ 2 [Ditto . . . . . « . « « « .| Six months.

The discipline of this prison, as regards penal infliction, appears to be well maintained.
I have already adverted to the deficiency of diet and clothing, and I recommend the establish-
ment of a school under the personal superintendence of the chaplain, with an under officer
to act as schoolmaster. Of 37 prisoners for trial at the adjourned sessions at Nottingham
in March last, 13 could not read at all, 21 but imperfectly, two only well, and one not
ascertained.

Return of Recommittals during the under-mentioned Periods.

From Michaelmas, | From Michaelmas,
1837, to 1838, to

Offences. Michuelias, 1838. | Michaelmas, 1839,
Felonjes ., . . . e 6 3
Misdemeanours. . . . . 7 5
Vagrancies . . . . . . 10 6
Assaults . . . . . . 6 4
Disorderly apprentices . . . 5 5
Poachers . . . . . . 4 7
Total . . . . 38 30

Average Number of Prisoners, 1838, 1839.
s

Average number of prisoners confined from Michaelmas, 1837, to Michaelmas, 1835 . 105
Average number of prisoners confined from Michaelmas, 1838, to Michaelmas, 1839 . 1107

The following communication has been received by me from the governor since my visit to
the house of correction.

* Immediately after your visit of inspection in November last, the visiting justices held a meeting
for the purpose of taking into consideration the recommendations which you laid before them, aud in
compliance therewith, they have given the surgeon a power to order, under their authority, in addlt19ll
to the usual prison diet, one pint of soup daily to every prisouer, who having been confined for six
months, appears to require such sustenance. . .

* The visiting justices have also given their attention to your observations relative to the conveyance
of prisoners by persons not being constables, which is most irregular, as well as upon other matters
connected with the conduct of the persons employed for such purposes, and they have mude a very
long report to the Court of Quarter Sessions ; but as the matter has not been finally adjusted, and
has given rise to very grave discussions, they do not consider it desirable at present to enter inore
fully upon the subject. .

* The visiting justices have appointed two additional turnkeys, in order to enable the governor to
carry out effectively the provisions of the new Prisons Bill, and the practice of employing prisoners as
wardsmen, has consequently been discontinued.”

NOTTINGHAM.—Town~ GaoL.

I 1NsPECTED this gaol on the 4th of November, and have much satisfaction in reporting its
generally improved state, which I attribute, in a great measure, to the appointment of a new
keeper and matron. The interior was unexceptionably clean, neat, and orderly. Iannex a
return of the prisoners confined there at the time.
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SuxmaRry of the Prisoners confined in the Town Gaol at Nottingham, on the 4th day of
November, 1839.

Name. . Age. | Male. |[Female.

JDie o o o o o o o o o 26 1 .o
J. T o o o o o o o o o & 34 1 ve
AI Bl L] - L ] L] L] . . L] . . 4:’ l LK
W. W e o o & o o o o 15 1 .o
W.R . . &« ¢« ¢ « v o & 24 1 .o
J. H. e o e o« e s e s e 24 1 .o

Felous for Trial . . . .e 6 .e

UNDER SENTENCE OF TRANSPORTATION.
HH .. . ¢« .. « . « 121 . 1

UNDER SENTENCE OF INPRISONMENT.

MG . ¢« ¢« ¢« ¢ ¢« ¢« o & 37 .. 1
DESERTERS AWAITING A RoUTE. )

JO Tu L] . . . . . L] - . . 26 l LN )

w- G- . . . . . . * . o . 25 1 .o
DeBTouns.

JP.v o o o o o o o o o 41 1 .o

HB . . . . .. . . 31 1 ..

J P- L] . . - . . [ ] . 89 1 .o

J- w- ) . . L] . . L] L] 22 .o l

Ro Nu - [ ] L] L] [ ] [ ] . . [ ] 36 1 e e
TO'-al . . ° . . X 12 3

The only alteration I have to notice in the buildings, is that a strong wooden screen has
been erected in front of the debtors’ rooms, looking into the females’ airing yards, and some
impediments thereby thrown in the way of the constant communication carried on between
prisoners of both sexes. On going through the wards I observed two of the debtors em-
ployed in designing patterns for lace work; one of these was earning 35s. a week, paying
the keeper 2s5. weekly for a feather bed : his original debt amounted only to 9s., the costs
haring accumulated to 4. He had only his wife to maintain, and I understood drink to have
been the cause of his being here.

In the females’ yard, a felon under sentence of transportation, and a misdemeanant, were
together ; indeed the separation between all classes of women is but nominal.

The chaplain now sees the prisoners individually, and reads to them portions of scripture
and expatiates upon them, and recommends passages to their consideration. He states that
he examines the books which are provided for the prisoners’ use, and that they mutilate them.
He has not been annoyed by any interruption or noise from the debtors since the present
keeper was appointed. In consequence of ill health, he has not been able, during the last three
months, to perform his duties with the regularity he wished. The keeper and matron attend
divine service; the debtors very seldom. The average time spent by him in the prison when
in health is an hour. Upon questioning the female prisoner under sentence of transporta-
tion, she said she had not been visited by the chaplain, nor had the other prisoners. It is but
Jjustice to mention that I believe these omissions attributable to his ill state of health at
the time. The journal kept by the chaplain, which was formerly limited to entering the
simple performance of his duties, is much improved, containing the results of inquiries into
the prisoners’ habits and connexions : the following are extracts therefrom :—

¢ January 18.—Prayers. Visited all the debtors separately, and invited them to attend divine
service, they refused to do so, on the ground that they were under the necessity of mixing with the
felon prisoners,

“November 17.—Catherine , aged 45, committed for trial on the 11th day of November,
charged with stealing a pair of stockings from ; says she was born in Dublin, and lived there
till she was 13 years of age, and then her father being dead, she went with her mother to live at Water-
ford, where she resided until she was 18, and then married and returned with her husband to Dublin,
where she stayed for about 12 years, and then came over to- England with her husband and children.
She settled in Nottingham, and has lived there ever since. Her husband works in the frame, and ob-
tains his living by it. She attended a day school when young, and says she could read the Bible.
‘When in Ireland, she was a Roman Catholic, and attended chapel, but since she came to Nottingham,
she has scarcely ever attended there, or elsewhere, She says she was once before taken up on suspi-
cion of stealing a saucepan, and was a week in the house ot correction.

¢ John T., aged 33, committed for trial on Wednesday, for stealing a watch from ; says he
does not know where he was born, nor where he has resided since he came to years of discretion, but
has been travelling through ditferent parts of the kingdom, obtaining his living by selling small
wares, and sometimes by labouring work. He reads and writes well, and says he obtained his learning
by attending a vast variety of sunday schools, and by a day at a time, but cannot name any one school
he was in. He has attended so many in the course of his travels, that he has now eutirely forgot all
of them. He says he has never been in prison before.”
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II. Both the keeper and the matron (his sister) occupy themselves with instructing the pri-
NorrazrN AND  soners. 'The men who are the best readers are selected, and set to teach those unable to read.
EastaN DisTRICT. Several have learnt to do so during their stay. The matron employs one hour daily in teach-
Reports on ing the females. She states, « My salary is 201. a-year ; I teach the females to read and sew,
Separate Prisons. and am chiefly during the whole day in the prison.  The prisoners always behave very kindly.
— They are all anxious to learn and make progress. One now here, and who was in the county
N°“mg‘:‘ln° gaol, and had learned to read a little, has improved here so much as to read tolerably.” The
Town Gaol. prisoner alluded to read in the scripture before me and appeared to.have made some progress.
She stated, « That she had been nine weeks last Friday in the town gaol, and five weeks had
only elapsed between the commencement of her present confinement and the period she left that
of the county ; she never wastaught to read there butonce a week on the Sunday. Sewed and
washed, and helped to do the matron’s things there, up stairs. ‘One of the men priséners used
to come in to help; his name was ; he used to clean the boots, he had served three
months, and had nine to serve. The matron did not allow us to communicate, but we did
sometimes when she was out of the kitchen. He several times asked me how long I had to
serve ; we were never above a few minutes together. I had my victuals when up-stairs doing
for the matron. The matron allowed me 1d. for my loaf when 1 was employed in her house,
and she purchased for me a little coffee or sugar.”

The surgeon states the general health of the prisoners to have been satisfactory; there was

not one on his list at the period of my visit. R

I examined the prison books, and found them entered and correctly kept.

Exprnses of the Gaol from September, 1838, to September, 1839.

£ s.d £ 5. d
Sargeon . . . . . . . . . . . . . 42 0 0
Chaplain ¢« e e e e o s+ e« . . 60 0 O
Late gaoler, balance to his death . . . . . . 12,12 0
Gaoler 48 weeks’ salary at the rate of 150/. per annum 138 7 9
Turpkey . . . . . . + . .+ L. .+ . . B0 0.0
Matron, balance to her leaving.. . .. . . . . 618 0
Matrongyear . . . . ., . . . . . . 1500

824 17 9

By food, viz.— . .« - .

Bread . ¢« . « . . « ¢ « « . « . 601910
Oatmeal . . . . . « e « + « « o« 5 6 8
Milk. . . « « . . . & . . . 1014 3
Salt and potatoes . . o v e e . 013 6

7714 3

[The average number of prisoners in the gaol per day,
during this year, was 12.]
By clothing and bedding . . . « o« o« o & 11 2
By fuel and lighting, viz.—
Coal . . ¢« ¢« o ¢ ¢ o « &« « « o o+ 2211 5
Gas . . .+ o 4 e « o ¢ o « « . . 1210 3

-_— 3 1 8

By removing 31 convicted felons . . . . . . 11519 o

By rent of land for New Gaol in Saint John’s Street . 88 0 0

By repairs, viz.—

Glaziers’work . . . . . . , . . o . 1 710
Painters work . . . « ¢« . . . . o . 2810
Bricklayers’work . . . . . . . . . . 26 6 2

55 15 0

' By sundries, viz.—

Waterrent . « . « « o« . . o o o« o« 7 00
Mops, soap, brushes, skeps, &¢. . . . . . . 1013 1
Printing and stationery . . . . . . . . 12 5 8
Late gaoler’s bill for other sundries . . . . 21 4
Present gaoler’s bills forditto . . . . . . . 916 7
James Lawson, an allowance for attending at the gaol,
as gaoler, after Mr. Vason’s death . . . . . 5 0 0
Shaving the prisoners, and combs forditto . . . 1 0 8
Sweeping chimnies . . « « . . . . . 0 5 6
48 2 5
By repayments in part of loans for New Gaol, and in-
terestthereon . . . . o . . o o . 38919 9
£1136 11 0

The keeper states that the conduct of the prisoners latterly has given him no cause for
complaint. That , a man in a very respectable rank of life, and well educated, was
committed on the 29th of May, 1839; to take his trial at the assizes for forgery. By direction
of the visiting justices, he was allowed a room to himself, to live separate from the other
prisoners. ﬁe had not been there alone longer than a few hours, when he solicited the keeper
to allow him to go down to the felons’ yard, and to associate with the other prisoners. ﬁe
said, ““ he did not like to be alone.” He was permitted to do so, with the approbation of the
justices, and remained there until bailed by a Judge’s order on the 20th September.
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The usual punishment for refractory. conduct is solitary confinement on bread and water. IL

A RerurN showing the number of Punishments by Solitary Confinement, &c., for the years ending Eznnn D“::,z,_

Michaelmas, 1838, and 1839. —_—
Reports on
Separate Prisons.

" Number of

Prisoners con-
fined in the
-Dark or Re-

fractory Cells,

Stoppage of
Food, Bread
excepted.

Number of
Prisoners con-
fined in Soli-

tary Cells with
Stoppage of
Food, Bread
| excepted.

Number of
Prisoners con-
fined Once.

Number of
Prisoners con-|
fined Twice.

Number of
Prisoners con-
fined Three

Times,

Number of
Prisoners con-|
. fined Four

Times.

Number of
Prisoners con]
fined Five
Times.

1838
1339

12
2

The keeper was appointed on the 30th July, 1838, aged 35, salary 150/., formerly superin-
tendent of the night watch. He is allowed to charge the debtors 2s. a week for supplying
them with feather beds, and calculates his remuneration altogether to be 200!.. per annum.

He states, “ That when first appointed, the debtors were most disorderly ; that he is obliged
to be most vigilant in preventing the introduction of spirits, and that some are so addicted to
tobacco, as to spend as much money in the use of it during the week as would well support
one child.” The bequest of Abel Collins of 1s. a week is laid out in coals. The debtors are
now only allowed to introduce a pint of ale daily into the prison, half a pint morning and
evening, which has tended much to their better conduct. The female prisoners wash for the
prisoners, but the payment for such work has been discontinued. Prisoners before trial are
permitted to have their dinners sent in from without.

The practice of the female prisoners being allowed to remain in the day room until the
debtors are locked up still prevails ; indeed until some other disposal is made of either the
one or the other class, it is difficult to say how it is to be avoided, as the women have to pass
through the debtors’ ward to reach their sleeping rooms. The best remedy for the evil would
be, perhaps, to commit all females to the house of correction. The greatest number of women
at one time during the year has been eight. There being only eight sleeping cells for male
prisoners in custody for trial or convicted, and the average number at the sessions being 16,
the prisoners do not sleep in separate cells. This most desirable object might also be accom-
plished by committing them to the house of correction. The attention of the keeper and the
matron to their respective duties, I consider very praiseworthy.

The inconvenient arrangements of the interior of this prison render it quite hopeless to ex-
pect that the requisite degree of superintendence can ever be fully exercised over the pri-
soners. When in their day rooms they are wholly out of the range of inspection, and their
night rooms, being below ground, and objectionable even for this use, are quite unfit to be
occupied at all during the day. The house of correction is fully capable of accommodating the
whole of the prisoners, with the exception perhaps of the debtors, and I think this arrange-
ment well worthy the consideration of the municipal authorities. ‘

The keeper, having filled a respectable situation in the police of this populous town, states,
in answer to my inquiries, that his experience leads him to the conclusion, that the beer houses
are very mischievous, and calculated to increase crime; that they are often kept by persons of
indifferent character ; that one of very bad repute is kept by a man returned from transporta-
tion ; that they are frequented principally by youths ; that they have had bad effects upon
the public houses ; the‘}andlords, in consequence of the falling off in their custom, being less

-cautious as to the respectability of those who frequent them ; that the present system of ni%llt'
police has prevented crime, there having been but two burglaries during four years in the
town ; whife in the adjoining villages there have been many. The number of delinquent
children sent to the prisons are very few, they not being employed in any numbers. The
prostitutes are not among the manufacturing classes, the latter are more respectable. A
master manufacturer would not employ a female of very loose character. The lace frames
are double and treble handed, and the hands work four hours at a time, and this is con-
tinued through the whole 24 ; and it is no unusual thing to see the streets of Nottingham, at
two in the morning, quite thronged while changing hands.

NOTTINGHAM.—TowN House oF CORRECTION.

INsPECTED this prison on the 31st of October and subsequent days. The interior was clean
and orderly ; in two instances implements for idle games were found. The day-rooms were
almost insupportable from smoke. Several of the prisoners were engaged at work as labourers
at the police station at present building within the walls, they are pﬁaced under the charge of
a constable. I annex a return of the number of prisoners, and their employments on the day

of inspection.

Nottingham.
.Town Gaol.

Nottingham.

Town House of

Correction.
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RETURN of the Number of Prisoners in the House of Correction for the Town of Nottingham *
on the 31st day of October, 1839.

Convicted Felons. , Age
Age 21. John M. . e e o« 14 years,
L WilliamT. . . . . . . 19years. || 22, JamesW. . . . . . , 19
2. EdwardP. . . . . . . 17 23, JomW.. . . . . . . 21 ,
3. EdwardP. . . . . . . 18 24, JamesL. . . . . . . 16
4. GeorgeJ. . . . . . . 32 25. Peter C. . . . « o 15
5. SilasB. . . . . . . . 3 ,, 26. Samuel P. . . . . . . 1
6. William A, . . . . . . 43 27. AmG. . . . . . . . 17
7.JamesR. . . . . . . 38 28. Sarah G. . e+ o . o 16 ,,
8 JohmB. . . . . . . . 17T .
9. Henry F. RS | 2 Want of Surelies.
10. JobnG. . . . . . . . 16 29. Joseph T. . . . . . . 3l years.
11. AlfredW. ., . . . . . 2 , 30. PhilipM. . . . . ., . 238,
12. ThomasB. . . . . . . 238 ,, 3l. JohnG. . . . . . . . 54
. ) 32. AlfredB.. . . . . . ., 2
N Convicted Misdemeanors. 33. HenryG. . . . . . . 96 ::
13. Dominic D. . « . . . . 30years.|| 34. WilllamW. . . . . . . 925 »
14. ThomasB. . . . . . . 89 35. Mary Ann B. . e . . 45
. . 86. Susan B. e o e « .« < 923
Summarily convicted for Assaull. 37. AonS. . . . . . . 380 ::
15. Joseph W. . . . . . . 35 years. .
16. SamuelS. . . . . . . 83, * Summarily convicted under a Bye-Law.
Summa;'ily convicled of Vagrancy. 38.George T. . . . . . . 29yers
17. James H. . . . . . . 19years. Re-examination on Charge of Fclony.
18. FrederickB.. . . . . . 17 ,, 39. WillamW. . . . . . , 13 years.
19. Joseph L. . . . . . . 21 40. SarashE. . . . . . . 15 ,,
20. JoomH. . . . . .« . . 15

DisrriButioN, EMPLOYMENT, &C.

Males. Fumales.

On the Tread Wheel . 16 .
Tailoring. . . . . 1 .
Cooks . . . . . 2 ..
Cleaning . . . . . ] .o
Removing Soil . . . 4 .o
In Hospital . . . . 1 .
Unemployed . . . 7 1
Washing . . . . . 7 4
Sewing . . . . . . 1

Total . . . 34 6

The whole of the males were sleeping separately.

Two of the females, mother and daughter, committed for want of sureties, were sleeping in
the same bed, with a third prisoner in the same cell.

Two prisoners in another cell, and one separate.

The alterations which have taken place since my last visit are the strengthening of the out-
ward gates, and the erecting a second barrier of stout iron palisades within. Three iron
gates have likewise been put up at the ends of the passages leading to the cells, and a more
convenient place fitted up for the receiving of visitors. A station-house for the police, with
convenient lock-ups, is now erecting within the walls, but detached from the prison buildings.
A new matron and female turnkey have been appointed.

The chaplain now performs Divine service daily ; he states, that he sees the prisoners in-
dividually, excepting those at labour on the wheel; he visits the sick and those in solitary
confinement ; has not been able for the last three months to perform the entire of his duties
from continued ill health. He examines the books given to the prisoners, who mutilate them
very much. That most of the prisoners are without a single idea upon the subject of religion.
He has had them in classes of eight and ten together, and endeavoured to learn them the
creed or catechism, but in vain. I-%e considers that the prisoners are too leniently dealt with,
and that the house of correction is quite a place of comfort to them. Has never found
any in a state of mind proper to receive the sacrament. The keeper does not attend Diyine
service in the prison. The female prisoners now always come to chapel under the superintendence
of an officer. A short time since there was a prisoner named Dominic D , @ Roman
Catholic, and among other tracts from the Religious Tract Society which were presented by
a magistrate for distribution in the prison, was one entitled  The History of Andrew Dunn,

* G. T., age 29, butcher, was committed on the 18th of October, 1839, for non-payment of a penalty of 10s. for ex-
posing for sale unwholesome meat, not fit for human food, contrary to a bye law, made by the town council of the town
of Nottingham, onthe 18th day of August, 1836, for the good rule and government of the said town, and for prevention
and suppression of nuisancies, under and by virtue of the statute made in the 6th year of the reign of King William
the Fourth, entitled “ An Act to provide for the Regulation of Municipal Corporations in Englaud and Wales.” He
served 14 days’ imprisonment, and was then discharged, not having paid the penalty.
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an Irish Catholic,” in which a Catholic priest is introduced under the name of Father
Dominic. The prisoners in the same day-room with the prisoner attached the name of
Father Dominic to him from the tract, by way of nickname, which gave him great offence.
He complained to the Catholic priest, and the following letters passed between us on the
subject.

¢ REVEREND Sig, “ August 30, 1889.

“ ON visiting Dominic D , a prisoner in the house of correction, on Saturday last, I was
informed that you had lately introduced into the cell where this man is confined with others, a tract,
entitled ¢ The Conversion of Andrew Dunn.’

s As this tract contains much matter highly calculated to irritate the feelings of Catholics, and to
produce anger and animosity in such a place as a prison, by the absurd way it represents Catholicity,
I am willing to hope that it was taken there through inadvertence, feeling pretty confident, you have
no deliberate intention of introducing controversial publications into the cells of a prison.

¢t May I be permitted to ask, most respectfully, if such were the case? If so, I am sure you will
have the goodness to guard against a recurrence of this kind.

“Waiting your reply at your earliest convenience,

¢ I am, Reverend Sir, your most obedient Servant,

¢ To the Rev. ——, “
&c. & &
“ REVEREND SIR, ¢ Seplember 3, 1839.

¢ IN reply to yours of the 30th of August, I beg to state, that the tract of which you complain

was given to me, with many others, some years ago by a respected and pious magistrate of Nottingham
for the purpose of distribution in the house of correction, and which has occasionally been placed in
the different wards of the prison for the perusal of the prisoners, but without the most distant inten-
tion on my part to ¢ produce anger and animosity.

¢ Indeed it has ever been my sincere desire, both in my parish and the prisons, to promote in
every possible way ¢ unity, peace, and concord.’

¢ I am, Reverend Sir, yours truly,

¢ To the Rev. i
¢ P. S. Dominic D—— professes not to know a letter in the alphabet.”

I cannot but lament the oversight which permitted the introduction of this controversial
tract, it being one which appears to me, by its acerbity, to be little calculated for any pur-
pose but that of exciting the angry feelings of our Catholic brethren. The offensive tract was
withdrawn.

The chaplain has been appointed to a living six miles distant from Nottingham, with one
service on the Sabbath; he also officiates at the gaol.

The following are extracts from his journal :—

“ D. R., age 26, born at Her father is a gardener with Mr. P Has attended the
church and Baptist chapel alternately ; never had regular family prayer or the Scriptures read in the
family ; attended the Baptist Sunday-school about a year and a half. She says she thinks she has
been ten years in service, and has had seven places during that time. She has had three natural
children, two of them to married men, She was tried and convicted upon two indictinents for stealing
from a shop, and sentenced to six months’ imprisonment. The matron reports her as having con-
ducted herself very properly since her conviction, and professes an amendment of life. She reads

- very imperfectly.

* H. H., was born at , in this county, and brought up there; is 44 years of age ; has lived
26 years with him, and has six children living by him. She reads well. Was tried for stealing from
a shop, convicted, and senteneed to three months’ imprisonment. Has behaved herself well since her
conviction, and appears penitent for her offence. :

* Visited I. ; had a long conversation with him ; he professes to be a confirmed Atheist.

“ Examined Hannah H., who says she is 82 years of age ; was born in , Shropshire ; has
been in Nottingham between 13 and 14 years; she came here with a soldier, and has lived for the
last eight or nine years with a man named —, but not married ; when young, she attended a
Methodist Sunday-school, but cannot read; her parents were Methodists, and brought their children
up religiously ; she is upon the town, but promises to give up her vicious course of life when released
from prison ; was committed to the house of correction on March 26th for six months, and has been
imprisoned there 13 times before.”

The surgeon states the health of the prisoners. to have been satisfactory : affections of the
chest, venereal, and cutaneous diseases are those most prevalent; that cutaneous disease has
frequently broke out, and does still within the prison. He attributes its origin to the use of
oatmeal 1n the diet. It is not the itch, for he can handle the patients with impunity ; there
are instances of its being cured, and returning again. A great deal of itch is brought in by
the prisoners, but he considers this eruption quite distinct. It has occasionally yielded to
alteratives and aperients; but, generally speaking, the same treatment as for the 1tc¥1, sulphur
combined with alkali, is the most effective. There has been a case of self-destruction, which
he thinks arose from the fear of transportation. He complies with the Gaol Act as to seeing
the prisoners twice during the week.

Sick on the 31st October, 1839.

Ann G., aged 17, venereal and scald head.
Sarah G., aged 16, scald head.
John W,, aged 21, venereal.

Deaths.

George E.. aged 26, convicted at the sessions held on the 6th of April, 1887, of felony, and sen-
tenced to 10 calendar months’ imprisonment with hard labour. Died in prison on the 13th January,
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1888, of consumption. He was of very intemperate and dissolute habits, and was labouring under
duease when committed. He committed the offence on the morning of the sessions day, so that he
was not one day in prison before trial.

John H., aged 87, commited for trial for a misdemeanor on the 5th February, 1839 ; the fol-
lowing morning was found suspended by his handkerchief from the handle of his bed cell window
quite dead. Coroner’s inquest—verdict, felo de se.

The usual punishment for breach of prison rules is by close confinement on bread and
water in the dark cells; five prisoners were under this punishment on the day of inspection
for disorderly behaviour at tEe tread-wheel in the temporary absence of the turnkey. e of
the divisions of the tread-wheel has been parted off for separate labour, and appropriated to
prisoners guilty of misconduct.

NumBer of Prisoners who have been Confined in the Dark or Refractory Cells, for Offences in
the Prison, with Stoppages of Food, Bread excepted, for the Years ending Michaelmas, 1838,

and 1839.
Once. Twice. Three Times. Four Times. Five Times.
1888 17 5 .o 1 1
1839 16 4 1 .o ..

Inspected the prisoners’ food, which was of excellent quality, and examined the prison
books, and found them in a very creditable state.

Expenskes of the House of Correction from September, 1838, to September, 1839.

L s d £ s 4
D. M. Jackson, governor « « . . . o 150 0 0
James Spooner, turnkey . . . 57 4 0
Tinley, Porter, and Moore, overlookers of tread-wheel 53 12 0
S. German, matron, 1 year to her leaving . . . . 6 5 0
Ann Jackson, matron, 3 year . . . . . . . 1815 0
Robert Davison, surgeon . - e« < .+ . 42 00
The Rev, Samuel M'Lund, chaplam . .« . 60 0 O
Alice Flint, female tnrnkey, year . . . . . 1610 0
404 6 0
By food, viz.
Bread . s e o . « . - ¢ e « e . 175 12 9
Meat. . . . . ¢« 4 « « « « o« « o« 5014 0
Poutm . . . . - - - - . - . - . 26 2 6
Mik. . . <« . . <« « « « & . . 451510
Oatmeal . . . e o o o = <+ o o 221310
—~—— 38201811
[The average number of prisoners in the house of
correction per day, during this year, was 43%.]
By clothing and bedding, viz.
Leather « . ¢ ¢ o « . o o o « o . 913 3
Blankets, and scouringsame . . . . . . o 10 4 6
Stockings and worsted . . . . * e e 413 8
Cloth for prisoners’ clothes, . « <« « « . 9 0 6
831111
By fuel and lighting, viz.
Coals e o e e e . * ® e o o . . 68 9 6
Oil y. . - . . . - . L] - . . - L] 2 17 9
GaS ¢« ¢ <« ¢ v e o e & w w o = e 1515 ©O
82 2 8
By rent of land for the house of correction . . . . . 71 5 0
By repairs, viz.
Bricklayers’ and masons’work. . . . . . . 3215 2
Joinerwork . . . . . « « ¢« o . . 1815 4
Glaziers’work . . . . < ¢ + ¢ ¢ e = 3 5 0
Braziers’ work . . e e e e e 2 5 6
White washing and pamtmg materials . . . . 11 8 5
Ironwork . . e o e o o 8 6 1
New palisades, chevaux de fnse, &c e o« o o o 6911 B
146 2 2
By sundries, viz. .
Mops, soap, brushes, skeps, straw, besoms, &c. . 54 310
‘Water rent . . . . . . . . . . . 510 0
Cleaning firearms . . . . . « .« .« . & 4 0 0
Printing and stationery . . e e e e 018 2
D. M. Jackson’s bills for other sundnes e +« o+ o« 2516 5
90 8 5
Tota] . . . LJ - . . . £1 ’148 14 8
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Diet Table~The males have 1% lbs. of bread per diem, made from seconds flour; 1}
pint of milk porridge for breakfast ; one pint of soup for dinner; half a peck of potatoes for
the week, cooked and divided each day for dinner; 1% pint of oatmeal gruel for supper. The
females have the same as the males, excopt that they are only allowed 1lb. of bread per
diem, and their pint of milk is served to them without being made into porridge.

In the summer, when potatoes cannot be obtained, 8 oz. of cheese is allowegein their stead,
delivered out twice during the week.

The soup is made of meat and vegetables, viz. one pound of meat, with bone, for each
person per week, with vegetables, such as turnips, onions, leeks, carrots, parsley, &ec.

I make the following extracts from the keeper’s journal.

“ August 13, 1837.—D. C., under sentence of two months’ imprisonment as a rogue and vaga-
bond, being nearly blind, the surgeon considers it not safe to place him on the tread-wheel. He is
mischievous in the extreme ; will not allow the straw to remainin his bed. Being deprived of a knife,
or any other instrument, he gnaws holes through the bed-ticks, and empties the straw on the floor ;
will not use a vessel for evacuations, so that it is one man’s employment to look after him and keep
him clean.

“ Fastened him to the railings of No. 14 ward, about three hours, with a pair of cuffs, by order of
the visiting magistrates, for refusing to®work, dirtying and destroying his bedding and clothing.

 Avgust 20.—A body belt and cuffs put upon D. C. to prevent him from climbing over the
palisades ; heing still determined to climb, a pinion strap was placed upon his arms ; notwithstanding
all this, he still persevered and climbed to the top of the palisades in No. 14 day-ward. I then put
a strait waistcoat upon him, which prevented him from climbing.

¢ August 21.—Obliged to centinue the strait waistcoat, for tearing his clothes and breaking the
bed-windows of his bed-cell ; kept the waistcoat upon him about six hours, and he promised to
behave better.

“ August 27.—Body belt and pinion straps put upon him to prevent him from injuring himself
upon the palisades.

‘ August 29.—Strait waistcoat put upon D. C. for biting one of the prisoners upon the hand ; in
kis passion he ran against the edge of the day-room door, aud made one of his eyes black.

¢ August 830.—Borrowed a chair from the Lunatic asylum, to confine D. C.and prevent his
destroying clothing, &. The chair has been the means of deterring him from mischief, and he has
certainly been more orderly since occasionally confined in it. I consider the chair one of the best
means of punishing a refractory prisoner I bave ever met with, as it cannot injure nor can they injure
themselves. When sitting in the chair, a broad belt is placed round the body under the arms, a
handcuff for each wrist, and a strap to each ancle; also a hole in the chair for convenience. I am of
opinion that six hours in such a chair would be equal to two days in a refractory cell.

“ March 11th, 1838.—G. M., under sentence to eighteen months’ imprisonment for felony by the
Court of Assize, held 20tb July 1837, escaped about half-past seven in the morning, out of No. 1
airing-yard over the roof, by means of a ladder which is used for lighting the lamps and the
clothes-line, both of which ought to have heen locked up by the first turnkey, who also, contrary to
the governor's orders, left the prison in the care of the second turnkey, without any assistance, and
also leaving three doors unlocked by which the escape was effected.

¢ March 29.—Turnkey discharged from his office and ordered to leave the prison this day.

“ August 21.—J. B. under sentence for a misdemeanour, privately whipped for repeated offences
against the rules of the prison, by order of a magistrate ; present the governor, jailor, and turnkeys.

¢ February 5,1839.—J. D., age 14, under sentence for felony, confined in a refractory cell for kicking
J. B.; when in the dark cell he attempted to strangle himself with his handkerchief, and threatened
that he would destroy himself; upon which a pair of handcuffs, pinion strap, and leg hopples were
put upen him, and kept on till near five o'clock, when he promised to conduct himself better in

*“ February 5.—J. H., aged 37, by trade a slater, was committed for trial at the next sessions, for
obtaining money under false pretences. He had been convicted three times before for similar offences,
the last of which was at the April sessions 1838, and sentenced to nine months’ hard labour, four
separate weeks to be solitary. On the way from the police office, he asked me (the governor) if I
would allow his wife to speak to him within the door of the prison, to which 1 assented ; his wife, and
son about 13 years of age, and a female friend of the former, came within the entrance door, when
H. took his hat from his head, in which were a pair of gloves and a night-cap; the gloves he gave
to his wife, and said, Take care of them, the night-cap I shall want myself. He gave his boy a kiss,
and said to him, Be sure and be a good boy to your mother and the rest of the children, for I shall
pever live with you any more. The wife replied, I don’t think you will, for I am sure they will
transport you. He said, I am done this time, I am sure to be transported, therefore don’t you fret;
try and do the best you can for yourselves. He bid them good bye and was removed. At locking up
time he was placed in No. 5 bed-cell, second story. The turnkey afterwards informed me that he
was as cheerful as usual. When the doors were unlocked the following morning, he was found
hanging by his neck from the handle of the window by his neck handkerchief. He was quite cold and
stiff, and it is possible he committed the act very soon after he was locked up.”

Evidence of the Officers.

* Turnkey, age 81, salary 52/. a-year, residing in the prison, lace maker by trade; receives the
prisoners from their bed-cells at half-past six in the morning, and locks them in the day-rooms ; sees
the work served out; I see the milk porridge served out for breakfast, and see that it is properly
made by the cooks. There is no regular hour for breakfast, they have it when it is ready. They
work and makes the fires before breakfast ; this takes till about half-past seven. I then get my own
breakfast. The chaplain comes about eight or a little after; the prayers take about half an hour.
They go to the wheel a little at a quarter before nine. I attend to them on the wheel, except when
called off to some of the other prisoners who are employed in other parts of the prison. The other
turnkey generally takes my place when I am absent. At twelve I serve out the dinners to each ward,
before they leave the wheel ; at one they return to labour and continue until four, then to supper and
are locked up at five. The prisoners use very bad language, they are checked for it and sometimes
punished. The misdemeanants have no prison clothing, and they traffic with their foodl.) ; constantly
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take away drafis, and there is great difficulty in preventing them from marking the floors and forms
for idle games. I go through the prison at night occasionally ; they sometimes talk to each other
after locking up. ‘The chaplain goes twice a week through the prison. I have, when watch over the
wheel, frequently to run off upon other duties, and then the labour is neglected. I was only absent
a short' time, when the five prisoners, now in solitary, made the noise at the wheel. The person who
acted for me when I was ill allowed the gates of the cages to be opened, and they wanted the same
to be done then, under the pretence of having no access to a privy. The keeper would not permit
it, and they are dissatisfied. I think the placing partitions upon the wheel would be a great improve-
ment. The men for trial find the day-rooms very irksome ; they are very willing to do anything, but
not so the men for sureties, who are among the worst in the prison. A few days since, we had to stop
their dinners until they cleaned theirroom. The prison has no terror for them ; one of them told me,
on going out, that it was a house of corruption rather than correction ; another, also a youth of this
town, told me the same thing.

¢ Turukey and Porter—I was not at the wheel when the complaint was made of the men being
locked in. I was not aware that the turnkey was absent at the time. We cannot occasionally help
leaving them at the wheel alone, for we have to go about other business, and then they take advantage ;
they are never left but for a few minutes.

“ Matron, wife of the keeper, salary 25/. Hasthe general superintendence of the females, and also *
looks after the stores. 'The women have behaved pretty wel] lately. Since the appointment of a
female turnkey, they are left very little by themselves. It is a few weeks since the chaplain has
been in that part of the prison, he goes there very seldon. 'We have now two female prisoners who
cannot eat their allowance.

“ Female turnkey, single woman, formerly in service, 12/. a-year and board, for which the keeper is
allowed 10/. Resides in the prison; unlocks about half-past six in winter, and lets them down into
the day-room to wash, then get their breakfasts and afterwards to chapel. The matron goes with
them occasionally, but not on Sundays, I always do; they then go to work, washing and mending
for the prisoners; they occasionally work for the keeper. Two or three times a day, never less than
twice, I give them lessons in reading. making use of the Bible and elementary books. They make
some progress. The clraplain never hears them read. He has, for the last two or three weeks, been
here once a week with a tract. I have been here twelve months, and he has visited the females three
or four times for the purpose of advising and talking to them. It would give me great pleasure if the
chaplain would come and hear them. The prisoners are very well behaved.

‘ Keeper.—A prisoner occasionally works in the garden with the approval of the visiting justices.
One of the cooks cleans the kitchen, and one of the turnkeys has occasionally the assistance of a
prisoner to clear his room, which is in the interior of the prison. Thinks it would be better if half
a pint of milk porridge in the mornings and half a pint of gruel in the evenings were taken from each
prisoner’s ration for the first six weeks of their imprisonment. The number of recommittals in the
two years from October 1637 to October 1839 have been 39 males, two females.

“ Surgeon.—I think the subtracting of half a pint of milk porridge and half a pint of gruel from
the diet of those committed for one month would not be prejudicial. I see not the least objection to
their taking their meals in their separate cells, I am quite satisfied that this prison is anything but a
house of correction.

“T. R. Prisoner.—I am treated as well as I can expect in a place of this sort. I am in the garden
the greatest part of my time. The chaplain was in the ward about five weeks ago. When I was first
taken up, he had a long conversation with me, and noted down in a book. He generally comes once
a week to give out tracts.”

Without ascribing any fault to the keeper, who is a most active and zealous officer, I am
quite of opinion, that confinement in this prison is more likely to encourage than repress
crime. On going through the wards I was struck at once with the ineffectiveness of the
supervision over the prisoners; I recommend most strongly that another turnkey should
be appointed, and that this additional officer should, in combination with the performance
of other duties, act as schoolmaster. I advise that the diet should be diminished for short
terms of imprisonment, subtracting, therefrom, half a pint of porridge in the morning,
and the same quauntity of gruel in the evening; also, to prevent trafficking, that the pn-
soners should eat their meals in their sleeping cells, and that gaol clortlﬁing should be
provided for all classes; that some employment be found for the untried, for which they
might be slightly remunerated in the event of acquittal, or no bill being found; that the
tread-wheels be divided for separate labour, and that a water-closet be placed in the cages.*
I think the keeper should attend Divine service; I am aware that both the matron and
himself ‘are dissenters, but I consider his presence in the chapel obligatory as a point of
duty. I recommend that a Sunday-school should be established for the prisoners. I fear
that the Sabbaths are most unprofitably, if not corruptly spent. The frequent visits of the
chaplain to all the wards of the prison are most desirable, and I trust they are only suspended
by his unfortunate state of health, I consider the women’s side of the prison to be greatly
improved ; the female turnkey appears to be a most valuable officer. I recommend the
authorities to prevent the erection of any building against the prison walls, or the placing
of scaffold poles or timber against them on the exterior, both practices being dangerous.

NorringaaM TownN Lock-ups.

Inspected the lock-ups adjoining the house of correction, and found them clean and without
a prisoner.

* This has since been done.
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REeTURN of Prisoners who have passed through the Police Lock-ups in the Town of Nottingham, in
the Years 1885, 1836, 1837, 1838, and 1839.

1835. 1836. 1837. 1838. 1839.
Males. [Females.| Males. |Females.! Males. |{Females.| Males. {Females.| Males. |Females.|
Under 1S years of Age| 66 10 62 9 75 8 89 9 | 120 25
16 and upwards . . 403 118 656 107 656 104 496 92 551 82
Totul . . .| 469 128 718 116 731 112 585 Sl 671 107

DesTORs’ GaoL FOrR THE HoNounr AND ADDITIONAL LiMITs OF THE LiBERTY OF PEVEREL
: AT RADFORD.

The miserable gaol appropriated to prisoners from this extensive jurisdiction, at Lenton,
has ceased to be occupied, and the prisoners have been transferred to another dilapidated
tenement in the vicinity, at Radford, which was formerly used as a poor-house. One ad-
vantage has undoubtedly been gained, that of its being no longer connected with a public house
as was previously the case. The scene which presented itself at my entry into this prison was a
curious one; the prisoners were five in number: one, an old woman 87 years of age, was
huddled over the fire, two were playing at cards, another engaged with a Bible, and another
at a loom. The beds were unmade, and the rooms in a disorderly condition. The women
sleep in the part of the building occupied by the keeper, the accommodation for all is of the
very humblest description.

Rerurn of Prisoners in the Gaol for the Liberty of Peverel, on November 5th, 1839, with the
Amount of Debt and Costs, and the Date of their Caption.

Names. An:::lntcgitl.). obt Date of Caption. !
£ s d. .
GP . . . 24 4 6 | 30 July, 1839.
JM. . . . 18 1 2 5 August, 1839,
AE . . . 20 5 8 | 22 July, 1839.
J.T. . e e 1816 2 16 July, 1839.
E. L.(Female) . | 34 13 4 | 30 July, 1838.

During the last two years, 21 debtors imprisoned here have passed through the insolvent
court, 17 have been relieved by the intervention of the Society for the Relief of Poor Debtors,
by the payment of sums of from 1/. to 5/, and two made their escape in 1838.

A new keeper and bailiff has been appointed; he states, that the prisoners are occasion-
ally in the greatest distress, and dependent upon charity for subsistence. He gives the followin
case among many others which have occurred :—« W. C. was imprisoned here for a debt an
costs amounting to 8/. 5s.; he was, with his family, totally destitute, and during his stay here
was indebted to the keeper’s charity for even food.” He further says: “ My experience almost
leads me to suppose that the prisoners are put in here by attorneys, on the expectation of the
intervention of the Thatched House Society in their behalf. I go to arrest many men who
are in the most distressed condition, from whom it is utterly hopeless ever to expect a shilling.
I have had also, in several instances, to pay for medical assistance to the prisoners out of my
own pocket. I find them beds if they cannot afford to do so themselves. I have provided
Bibles and tracts for them, and they make use of them, and a dissenting minister occa-
sionally attends on Sundays at the instance of a lady in town.” The keeper gives security in
the amount of 300! for the safety of the debtors., He appears an intelligent and humane
man. :

The maintenance of this prison devolves on Lord Middleton as steward of the Honour; and
the merging of this anomalous jurisdiction into that of the several counties over which it
extends, and its consequent abolition, would be a public benefit.

NEWARK.—BoroucH Gaor AND Lock-up.

This small prison is used for the imprisonment of debtors and prisoners under examination.
It was without an occupant on the day of inspection. The interior was not over clean.

Nuuser of Prisoners who have been imprisoned in the Borough Gaol at Newark, from October,

1887, to October, 1839.
Criminals. Debtors.
Males. Females. | Males. Females.
From October, 1837 to October, 1638 . 68 22 4 .
From October, 1838 to October, 1839 . 60 17 1 .
Total . o« « . . 128 39 5 .o

7
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The establishment of a court for the recovery of small debts, comprising Newark and a large
neighbouring district, whereby authority is given to imprison debtors in execution therefrom
in this prison, renders it indispensable that there should be some further provision for their
accommodation; the gaol, as it at present. stands, is wholly inadequate, and also unfit for the

purpose.

LINCOLNSHIRE.

LINCOLN CASTLE.—County GaoL.

Every part of this prison was extremely clean on the day of inspection. I annex a return

County Gaol.  of the prisoners confined here at the time.
ReTorN of Prisoners in Lincoln Castle, 8th day of November, 1839.
No. Name. Committed. Offence. Sentence. %ﬁ?l
1 E.P..]| 1July,1837 . . | Stealing 500 pigeons | Transportation for 7 years
2| E.S.. [ 6July, 1839 « |Felomy . . . . |Ditte . . . . .
3 | W.S.. | 28 October, 1839 . Ditto . . . . Ditto . . . . .
4 | W.C.. | 26 October, 1839 . Ditto . . . . Ditto . . . . .
5|HL.. | Ditte . . . . Ditto . . . . Ditto . . . . = 5
For TriAL
1|T.C.. |19 July,1889 . . | Burglary . . . .« .
2{P.L.. | Dito . . . . Ditto . . . . e
3 | H.B.. | 14 September, 1839 Robbery. . . . .
4 | N.H.. | Ditto . . . . Ditto . . . . . .
5| G.F.. | 17 October, 1839 . | Burglary . . . . .
6| W.S.. 6 November, 1839 Poaching ; for re-ex- o o 6
amination.
FEMALES.
1 {Female .
Debtor < s R
T.W.. | 26 October, 1838 . | Felony . + o+ | Transportation for 7 years
Male Debtors in Custody . . . - . . . . . e . . . . . . . 3
Totel . . . . 16
Nauzs of DeBTORS.
No Name, | For what Sum. W]mébmn y't into Upon what Process. | Charged in Execution. (For what Sum. Remark.
£ s d £ s d.
1| R.S..|1211 18 4 | 28 March, 1834 . Exchequer . . e .o Contempt of Court.
2| H.C.. .e 9 September, 1836 | Ditto . . . 7 September, 1836 68 12 6 .e
3| ME.. .o 22 March, 1839 . Queen’s Bench 21 March, 1839 . {10 7 0 ..
4| R.W.. .o 29 April, 1839 . Ditto . . . 29 April, 1839 . |28 14 1 ..

There has been no variation of importance either in the discipline or management of this
establishment since my last visit.

Under the head of health, the surgeon states, “ That the health of the prisoners has been
satisfactog. There have been two cases of sea scurvy, which, however, did not originate in the
prison. He sees every prisoner twice a-week. There has been no case of death, or even a case
of fever. The hospital remains in the same inconvenient situation, and I have no separate place
where itch patients can be placed under treatment. The diet is certainly large, but I consider
not too much; the labourers in this county are accustomed to eat considerable quantities of
strong food, such as bacon, &e. I occasionally find the prisoners sent here from the houses of
correction infeeted with cutaneous disease. A case occurred of the improper removal of a sick
prisoner from the house of correction at Falkingham. This I noticed in the journal, July 6.
“Examined E. S.; he is clean, but labours under a complaint from which I am of opinion he
was not in a fit state to be removed here.” This man is still here, he suffered from a tumour
in the abdomen; great difficulty was experienced in getting him to climb the hill leading to
the gaol. This circumstance is also referred to in the keeper’s journal, July 12th, 1839.
“ It has been represented to me that E. S., a convict, arrived at this prison on the 6th of July
in a state of great exhaustion, and upon examination by the surgeon a very extensive tumour
was found in the heart, and altogether such a disordered state of health, that considerable
danger was apprehended. Upon reference to the certificate of the master of the house of
correction at Falkingham, I find his state of health is reported to be good, and that he has
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been certified by the surgeon as fit to be removed.” The prisoners were all well in health on
the day of i ion. .

Tbeychaplain, independently of his ordinary duty in the chapel, has individual communication
with the prisoners: he states, “ The prisoners seem to take considerable interest in the books ;
there are many who could not read, and who have come out capable of reading a chapter in
the Bible. The books are much less mutlated than formerly ; I attend once a week about an
hour and a-half, and see the prisoners separately. In several cases, where prisoners have been
under sentence of death, I have been informed, as coming indirectly from them, that they would
like to have the attendance of a minister of their own sect; but, upon personally referring to
the individual, they have always expressed themselves satisfied with my attentions, and no
dissenting minister has attended any of the executions that have taken place for 40 years.
There is one prisoner, a catholic, at present attended by his own priest. When he first came
in he attended chapel, saying he did not care, when it all tended to good, but directly the
L;n:st came, his attendance ceased. I also gave him the Church catechism, and he began to

n it until the priest came, when, upon my hearing the prisoners in a class, he directly left
the day-room. e sacrament has been administered, and I think when prisoners will com-
municate it has a very beneficial influence upon their conduct in prison. I always satisfy
myself that they are proper to receive it.”

Extract from Chaplain’s Journal.

“ January 24th, 1839. Visited this morning the prisoners in their respective cells, heard them read
several portions of Scripture and found them much improved. The debtors very regular and orderly.
February 28. Visited the prisoners in their respective cells and found them very attentive to the
spiritual instructions given to them. The holy sacrament was administered in the chapel this morning
to , officers of the prison, two convicts, and three prisoners for trial.”

I examined the progress made by the prisoners in reading, under the direction of the
officers, and was satisfied therewith.

The prisoners are employed in knitting caps and stockings, the material is provided by the
county, and the articles disposed of out of the prison. There is generally a loss upon the
transaction ; the amount received for sales during the quarter ending October, was 4/. 13s. 3d.
The sums paid to the prisoners for their labour are allowed to be expended in tobacco, or
other articles at their pleasure. The impropriety of this indulgence is illustrated by the
following fact :—]I. P., a boy of 15, was employed knitting stockings before trial, and was so
quick at it that, upon an average, he would knit two pairs of stockings in three weeks, receiv-
ing ninepence a-pair, which he almost invariably laid out in three ounces of tobacco. The
four prisoners for trial are now earning about 1s. 6d. a-week, which they expend in potatoes
and tobacco. A debtor is employed as cook, who is paid at tlféate of 1s. per day.

The amount received for articles made by the prisoners abd' sold during the year 1839,
was 23[. 19s. 11d. The proportion of earnings pain to them durins the same period, 107 3s. 6d.

I examined the prison books, and found them neatly kept and correctly entered.

Eztract from Keeper's Journal.

“F. M., a convict, has been complained of this day, by W. G. a convict, for being quarrelsome,
abusive, and striking him, making use of oaths and very improper language. The under turnkey
corroborates G.’s statement. I have ordered him to be placed in separate confinement, and on bread
and water for three days.”

Magistrates’ Order Book.

*T. W., female convict, appearing to be in solitary confinement, and in low spirits and her
health affected, ordered that the attention of the surgeon be specially called to her case; that she
may, with consent freely granted, be admitted to the female debtors, to hear her read and see her
write, not more than one hour daily.

“ That the keeper may allow her to walk in the front grounds, with due caution, for not more than
one hour daily.”

A very proper book has been established for the entry of all persons’ names who visit the
prison, arranged under the following heads : —

Date. | Visitors’ names. | Observations, if any.
Prisoners’ visitors.

Date. | Visitors’ names, | Prisoners’ visitors,

Remarks.

Only three prisoners have been punished during the year for misconduct in prison, and
these by close confinement on bread and water.

I have, in a former report, remarked the excellent regulation existing in this gaol, of appro-
priating a room for the (ﬁ:bt.ors to receive their visitors, and thus keeping a variety of strangers
from the interior of the prison and out of the view of the officers.

I regret that the very lamentable state of health to which the respectable keeper* of this
prison was reduced, prevented me from giving further extension to my inquiry. I have to
notice in this gaol, as well as others, the great diminution in the number of debtors. At the
period of my former visit, they amounted to 27, while at the present time there are but four;
one of whom, for a contempt of the Court of Exchequer, has been in custody from the 28th
of March, 1834.

With reference to the portion of the prison appropriated to criminals, I strongly urge upon
the magistrates the propriety of providing each prisoner with a separate sleeping cell at
night, instead of their sleeping together in threes, fours, and fives; the turnkeys have now to
rise frequently to check talking. gI‘he constant presence of an officer in the day-room with

* Since dead.
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the prisoners for trial appears very desirable. They are now so placed as to defy all inspec-
tion, and the better inclined among them unprotected from the evil communications of the
worse. I have before pointed out the inconvenient situation and. defective accommodation of
the infirmary. The permanent decrease in the number of debtors may, perhaps, afford the
means of appropriating some other part of the building to this purpose. I have much satis-
faction in bearing testimony to the respectability and zeal of the officers of this establish-
ment.,

House oF CORRECTION FOR THE DivisioN oF LINDSEY-AT-KIRTON.

Inspected this prison November 11th. The wards were in general clean. I noticed a
want of fresh straw in the bedding; also that several of the cells were filled with such articles
as lumber, onions, &c. Several of the prisoners were sleeping three together in a cell, while
others were unoccupied. Upon going through the yards, the tread-wheel labour appeared to
be very imperfectly superintended; the prisoners were turning round and lolling listlessly about.
The females were engaged in washing on my entering the prison, and were afterwards removed
to break stones. There has been little or no variation in the management of this prison since my
last visit. The keeper states «that he sleeps about four nights a-week in the prison, and the
other three in a house close by, where his family reside. e employs one of the prisoners to
clean his shoes, and another (the cook) to clean his boots.” The matron is, from age and in-
firmity, wholly incapacitated for the performance of her duties: her absence is but partially
supplied by a female, her grandchild, a married woman, who resides in the prison. The
females are not invariably attended by an officer of their own sex.

The treatment of debtors sent here from local courts of requests appears to be very strin-
gent, and to differ little from those convicted of criminal offences, The keeper states, «“The
debtors are not searched on coming in, but are requested to deliver up their money, knives,
and tobacco : if they refuse to deliver them, I should take them away. They are placed with
the misdemeanants.” There was only one in confinement on the day of inspection. The
imprisonment of this description of prisoners in houses of correction appears very objectionable.

I find the following entry in the keeper's journal :—* This morning, on entering s
sleeping-cell, and asking him how he was, I perceived him to be dead ; he was not worse at
bedtime, and had eaten his food all but the bread.” The surgeon states, « died during
the night of Monday, August 26, 1839 ; he was imprisoned for having broken a window at
Barton when intoxicated. I examined him on Saturday, August 24 ; he was then suffering from
nervous fever ; whether it arose from want of the stimulus of drink or want of food I could not,
when I first saw him, positively determine, but, from what I observed on Sunday, when he was a
little relieved, I do believe it arose from want of sufficient nourishment, and not from intoxica-
tion. On Monday he was not quite so well, but yet there was no indication of any sudden
change. The inquest was held on Tuesday afternoon. I was not summoned to attend the
inquest, or examined thereon.” I cannot but remark that this appears a most extraordinary
omission. }

The chaplain’s duties are performed in precisely the same praiseworthy manner as at my
last visit. He states that the female prisoners occasionally attend chapel without an officer.
The time spent by him dailg in the prison depends upon the number of prisoners. I make
the following extracts from his journal :—

¢ October 9.—Evening service. and absent ; prisoners attentive ; catechized the boys.
expresses himself very penitent, and is thought likely to be a better man if he gets better.

¢ Monday, October 2.— died this morning very penitent.

“ November 30.—Advised with Anne O. and her brother, a boy of six years of age; the latter
totally ignorant, but the gaoler says ¢ old in sin.

“ December 10.—Advised with (poaching). Sorry to find him resolving to follow the same
conduct when he gets out, because, as he says, he was sworn to falsely.

¢« Jan, 24.— —— behaved himself.insolently while advising with him ; reported him to the keeper.

« July 11.—Advised with , on going out; wrote to his friends, who are very respectable, and

got him restored to them.

“ Aucust 27.— , a vagrant, died this morning ; came in on Saturday, the 24th, unwell.

¢ Sept. 20.—Wrote to ’s friends, who are highly respectable, in his behalf, but his conduct
has been so bad that they refuse further to notice him.”

The female acting as matron occasionally instructs children in reading, but no systematic
instruction of the prisoners is carried on.

The health of the prisoners during the last two years has not been marked by any im-
portant variation. The dumb woman who has been here ever since the year 1808 still re-
mains ; she has latterly been attacked by illness, but has rallied, and, in appearance, seems
likely to Jast for years.

REeTURrN of Prisoners Sick and under Treatment, November 11, 1839.

No. Names. Disease.

Pneumonia and diseased liver.
Piles.

Scrofulous disease of the skin.
Gun shot wounds.
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Re1orN of the Number of Deaths which have occurred between October, 1837, and October 1839.
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No. Names. Cause of Death. Observations.
1|E.H.. . . | Consumption . H. died on Monday evening, October 22,
1838; his disease was brought on by
intemperance.
2(J.W. . . . [ Nervous Fever Died during the night of Monday, August
‘ 26, 1839.
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ReTurN of the Number of Cases of Sickness, or requiring Medical Treatment, with the Name of the
Ailment, occurring in the House of Correction between October 11, 18385, and October 11, 1839.

1838.
o Ll s
. b4 a3 o b '
Cases of Sickness. 2 8 Surgical Cases. = g
= (4 = [~
1 | Dysmennorhea . . . .| .. 1 1 | Abscess . .« . . 1 s
1 | Amennorhea . . . . .o 1 1 | Inflammation . . . 1 .
3 | Intermittent fever . . . 3 . 1 | Stricture o . 1 ..
4 | Mixedfever. . . . . 2 2 3 | Frostbitten . . . . 3 .
10 | Nervous fever . . . . 9 1 3 | Sprain . . . . . 3 ..
1 | Typhus fever . . . . 1 .o 1 | Anchylosis . . . . 1 .
1 | Scarlatina . . . . . . 1 1 | Sciatica. . .« . . 1 o
6 | Scorbutic eruptions’'. . . 3 3 1 {Bum . . . . . 1 .o
1 | Cutaneouseruption. . . 1 .o 2 | Rupture . . . . 2 .o
1 | Gravel', . . . . . 1 .o 1 | Fracture . . . . 1 oo
1 | Influenza . . . . ., 1 e 1 | Dislocation . . . . 1 e
1 | Indigestion . . . . 1 o 3 |Herpes . . . . . 3 .
1 | Fainting . . . . . 1 .. 6 |Boils . . . . . 3 3
1 | Puerperal convulsions . . .o 1 7 | Toothache . . . . 6 1
1 | Rheumatism . . . . 1 .o 2 | Phymosis . . . . 2 .
6 | Diarrhea . . . . . 5 1 2 | Carbuncle . . . . 2 o
1 | Hemoptysis . . . . 1 . 1 | Tumor . .. N 1
1 | Hematemesis . . 1 .o 2 | Wound . . . . . 2 ..
1 | Dysenteria . . . . . 1 . 27 |Itch. . . . . . ] 23 4
7 | Obstipatio . .« e . 4 3 1 | Excoriations . . . 1 .
23 {Catarrh{. . . . . .| 23 . 1 | Chordee . . . . 1 .o
1 | Cynanche pharyogea . . .o 1 5 | Contusions . . . . 5 .
5 | Cynanche tonsillaris . . 5 e 10 | Uleers . . . . .| 10 .
5 | Enterodynia . . . . 5 . 1 | Hydrocele . . . 1 .o
4 |Vertigo. . . . . . 4 .o 4 | Venereal . . . . 3 1
5 | Lumbago . . . . . 5 . 4 | Gonorrhea . . . . 3 1
1 | Hepatitis o e e . 1 . 1 | Scrofula. . . . . 1 .
94 ’ 79 | 15 | 93 82 | 11
8 | Infirmarycases. . . .| .. . .o MipwIFERY.
6 | Slight indisposition. . . . .o 2 | Pregnant . . . .. 2
One child born. . .o .o
1839.
Above 15 | Under 15 Above 15 | Under 15
Years. Years. Years, Years.
Cases of Sickness, - " Surgical Cases. ° "
$| 5| 8|2 $|-s|g|4
1 ] g 8 | E
FlEl2|a 2|2
10 Enterodynia . 10 .o} ee ] 5 |Rupture . o . o] B} e | oa] os
3 IdiotCY . . . 3 o o .o 4 Filth . . . . . 3 1 .
1 Poison . . T]eo] oo os 1 | Hydrocele . .« . j B R
1 Pleuritis . . . . T .o oo e 8 | Toothache « . .| 7| 1] .. ] .0ev
24 Catarrh ., . . |21 8] ...« 4 | Uleers . . . «| 8] 1]..1..
3 Rheumatism . . Bl ec | oo ] ee 18 |Itch . . . « . |13] 2] 8])..
3 Cough . . . . 3 e ] oo o 1 Pol'l'ig'o . . . . .o o l X
13 ObSﬁpaﬁo . . . 6 7 .o e 1 Burmn . . . o o 1 .o .e .
l Spasms . . . . 1 oo . . l Whitlow . . . . l X e .
4 Cynanche tonsillaris. | 4] .. | oo | «. 2 (Tumor . « o« o} 2] . .o
63 Carried forward o | 53 | 10 | .o | 4. 45 Carried forward . 136 | 5| 4] ..
(2 E
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Return of the Number of Cases of Sickness, or requiring Medical Treatment, &c.—continued.

1889—-continued.
Above 15 | Under 15 Above 15 | Under 15
Years. Years. Years. Years.
Cases of Sickness. - 4 Surgical Cases. - <
L - 2 2 < ]
AL NI AN
=T I I = I P I T
63 Brought forward . | 53 | 10 | .. 45 Brought forward . {36 | 5| 4| ..
1 {Mumps . . . | ee| 1| eefoo 1 | Mercurial ulcers . . | .. vo | oo
2 | Cynanche pharyngea | 2| .. | .. ] .. 1 |Boils. . . . .] 1 A
1 |Lunacy . . . .| 1 . 8 |Venereal . . . .| 8| ..|..]..
8 | Diarrhcea . . .| 5] 2 1 1 | Frostbitten . . .| 1]. oo | o
2 [ Lumbago . . .| 2]..]..1]. 4 | Piles . e o o Bl 1)
4 | Nervousfever . .| 3] 1 . 1 | Bronchocele . . .| .. 1..1..
2 | Neurelgia . . | 1| 1| ..].. 1 | Dislocation , . .{ 1| ..|..]|.
1 | Variola . . N PR I U R O 2 |Fracture . . . .| 2] .. ...,
2 | Amennorhea . . < | .| 2| ] .. 5 | Gonorthea . . .| 5| ..[..]..
7 |Fever. . . .« .| 6]..] 1].. 1 [Sprain . . . .| 1|..|..[.
2 |Worms . . . ] 2[..]«e].. 2 | Contusion . . .| 1f 21}..[..
4 |Vertigo . . . | 8 1}..1].. 3 |Wounds . . . .| 8|..|..[..
1 | Sickness . e oo ] Mo 1 | Inflamedeyes' . .| 1| ..} ..]..
1 [Gravel . . . . 1]..[..].. 1 | Eruptions . . .. 1]... .
1 | Boulimia . o Yo et 2 | Secondary syphilis . | .. | .. | 2.
1 | Remittentfever . . | 1] .. 0 .. .. 1 | Hemorthage . . | .. |. 1]..
1 | Peripneumonia . . | 1]..|..|.. 2 | Neuralgia facialis .| 2| .. ]| .. | ..
1 | Indigestion . . ] .o | 1}]..]..
1 | Fluor albus . O PR A B RO B 77 60| 9| 8] ..
1 | Tapeworm . . .| 1 |..]..].. —
1 |Asthma . . . .|| 1]..].. MIowIFERY.
3 | Pregnancy . . .| .| 8] ...
108 83123 1/ 1 1 Recgent deylivery A 1] ...
Laboars . . . .| ..]| 2]..
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Inspected the prisoners’ food and found it good and wholesome.

Examined the books and found them correctly kept. The amount of profit on prisoners’
labour in 1838 was 7.. 13s., average number 35123 ; in 1839, 10.. 9s. 102, average number
29342. I make the following extracts from the keeper’s journal :—

¢ November 7, 1839.—This afternoon I received a note from » Esq., and one from the
, and a statement, of which the following is a copy :

¢ ¢ Faldingworth, October 25th, 1889,

¢ ¢ William S., aged 50, says he left Kirton House of Correction on the 18th of October; his
sentence was for 12 months, last month solitary. He says the place he suffered that month in was
nearly dark; so dark that he had to grope about to find his food that was given him, and that the
first day he did not find any. He complained to the keeper that he had taken a bad cold in being
there, as the place was sodamp. He says it brought on giddiness and violent swelling in his body.’

(No signature.)
¢ ¢ Medical Report on the above.—Nature of the disease—diseased liver and tympanitic state of the
stomach and bowels.

¢ ¢ This man is in a dangerous state ; and, from his history of his case, I should fear there is but

‘Tlittle chance for his recovery. I should recommend the board to allow him daily a little gin.’

(No signature.)

“ In the Rev. C. M. G. Jarvis’s note I find the relieving officer to say, that the food was let down
through the ceiling, and when he found it, it was in a very bad state ; he ought to have said, he had
not any, for when I punished him on the 5th of August for insolence and refusing to cook, at nine
o’clock he gorged himself with gruel so that he could not walk without blowing, like a person who had
been running. I did not allow him dinner or supper ; he had only, for the remainder of the day, his
pound loaf and a can of water, and he only ate a part of this loaf ; the remaining part he took into
his ward on Tuesday morning, together with two whole loaves he had preserved whilst acting as cook.
The statement of his sentence being twelve months, last month solitary, is a falsehood ; neither was
he one month in a cell of any kind. The only times I punished him were, on December 30, for
quarrelling, nine hours in solitude ; on the 3rd of March, no breakfast, for taking a bed-rug ; and on
the 5th of August, 11 hours in the dark cell, bread and water, for insolence and refusing to cook. He
was not punished at any other time or manner; he was removed by me into the infirmary on the 11th
of September.

“On the 8th I attended upon
the above statement, as made by William S.”

I have ascertained the keeper’s account of the transaction thus recorded to be correct.

In the discipline of this prison there is little to deter and less to reclaim the offender. The
prisoners herd together in their day-rooms, and even when at labour are very imperfectly
superintended. Some attempt should certainly be made to instruct them, especially those not
sentenced to labour at the wheel. The appointment of a matron has become indispensable. I
repeat my former recommendation that the prisoners should take their meals under the super.

, Esq., with the gaol books, to prove the falsehood of
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intendence of the officers or in their sleeping-cells ; that silence should be ri?'dl enforced, and II.
every endeavour used to check the corrupting intercourse which must prevail. 1 am of opinion ~ Nortaer~N anD

that the keeper, unless prevented by public duty, should always sleep in the prison. I annex Easter~ Distaicr.
a return of the number and distribution of prisoners on the day of inspection, and tables of the
recommittals for the years 1838 and 1839. ’

Reports on
Separate Prisons.

Rxrurn of Prisoners confined in the House of Corraction, at Kirton, on November 11th, 1839, with Houseof Correction
their Employments. for the Division of

Lindsey-at-Kirton.
. Prisoners’ When When At the Tread Wheels, or where
'E é * Names. | Committed. | Convicted. Offence. employed.
El=
1808. 1808.
.| 1| DW, . Oct. 11 .| Vagrancy . . | Assisting to wash.
1839. 1889.
81 1] J.N. .| Januvaryll| April 12.| Felony . . . | Tread-wheel.
ee| 21J.F. .| Mayl. .| July5 .| Felony . . . | Tread-wheel.
.| 3|T.L. .|Mayl. .| July5 .| Felony . . . | Cook.
7] 1| M.F..| May1l .| July5 .| Felony . . . | Assisting to wash.
8 4(J.R..[June28 .| July5 .| Felony . . . | Breakingstones ina solitary cell.
e | S|T.T. . . July5 .| Felony . . . | Sweeper in the reception ward.
2] 1}J.D. .| Julyl7 .| Oct. 18 .| Misdemeanor . | Tread-wheel.
81 6|E.O..|August5 | Oct. 18 .| Felony . . . | Breaking stoues in a solitary cell.
7] 2| E.P. .| August5 | Oct. 18 .| Felony . . . | The same on the south side.
3] 7|8.H. .|[Sept.23.| Oct. 18 .| Felony . . . | Tread-wheel.
71 83| A G. .| Oct.8. .| Oct. 18 .| Felony . . . | Assisting to wash.
3| 8{J.R. .| Oct.14 .| Oct. 18 .| Felony . . | At tailor’s work in a bed cell.
2] 2|T.T. .| Oct.15 .| Oct.18 .| Assault . . . | Tread-wheel.
6| 1| W.B..| Oct.21 .| Trial:. .| FalsePretences . | Not employed.
4| 1{G.B..|Oct.20 .| Summary | Vagrancy . . | Tread-wheel.
Conviction.
5{ 1| N.H..|Oct.25 .| Trial . .| Felony . . . | Notemployed.
4| 2(J.MD.| Oct. 29 .| Summary | Vagrancy . . | Tread-wheel.
Conviction.
e« | 3]J.L. .| Oct. 30 . o Vagrancy . . | Tread-wheel.
6| 21J.P. .| Oct.81 . . . Debt . . . | Notemployed.
4| 41J.W. .| Nov.2 .| Summary | Vagrancy . . | Tread-wheel.
Conviction.
41 5| P.C Nov.2 . .. Vagrancy . . | Tread-wheel.
5| 2|C.B Nov.7 .| Trial . .| Felony . . . | Notemployed.
2| 8| W.S Nov.8 . .. Poaching . . | Not employed.

TasLE of Recommittals to the House of Correction at Kirton, during the Years 1838 and 1889, specifying the Offences
for which Prisoners were Recommitted.

No. 1.—Table, 1838.
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TasLE of Recommittals to the House of Correction at Kirton—continued.
No. 1.—Table 1838.

House or CORRECTION FOR THE DIVISION OF LINDSEY, AT LouTH.

Houseof Correction  This prison was inspected on the 19th of November. The sleeping cells were in general
for the Division of clean, but portions of the bedding were not. In the day rooms and yards, bundles of
Lindsey, at Louth. clothing, provisions, and rubbish were lying about; and amongst other articles I observed a
file, knives, and seven loaves of bread, which were claimed by a prisoner as belonging to him.
The condition of the vagrants appeared to be most deplorable; several were without shirts
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and shoes; some of them affected with theitch ; all dirty, and together, and wit.hout the means . II.

of cleanliness being afforded to them. One boy infected with the itch was working on the mill, _NorTaxrN AnD
and another in the day room. When examined, with reference to this irregularity, the surgeon EAST“-N_D'"R'C"'-
stated, “ The itch patients are not separated from each other in any part of the building.” Reports on
One of the turnkeysstates, «The felons and vagrants are together on the mill. Clean shirts are  Separate Prisons.
not issued. I have observed them most filthy when going to chapel. Ihaveknown men to catch —_
the itch ; one vagrant gives it another.” Another turnkey says, «I have heard the prisoners }‘lmtlls‘eﬁ‘i’:i’::t;?“
complain of the vagrants walking with them, and being'in the same room at work when they ds:y at Louth.
have had the itch. There are very few that have more than the one shirt on their back, and they !

have to go without until it is wasﬁed.” The chaplain says, ““ The dirt and filth of the vagrants

is almost intolerable.” The matron states, «“ Great inconvenience is felt among the females

for the want of gaol clothing ; they are obliged to lie in bed until their linen is washed.”

A Riturn of the Number of Prisoners confined in the House of Correction at Louth, in the County
of Lincoln, on the 19th November, 1839.

Males. | Females. | Total.
Convicted felons . . . , . . 9 . 9
Convicted misdemeanours, . . . . 14 8 22
Summarily convicted for poaching . . 3 . 3
For want of sureties to keep the peace 1 1 2
Vagrants . « . o ¢ o o 9 . 9
Debtors . . . « . .« .+ . 3 2 5

39 11 50

Diet.—A new diet table has been drawn up, and the food is now cooked for the prisoners,
a convenient kitchen having been erected for the purpose. The provisions are all supplied by
contract.
The Dier TaBLE for Prisoners in General.

Breakfast, Dinner. ) Supper.

Sunday . | One quart of catmeal | One quart of stew of heads and bones, &c., | Same as
pottage, half a pound with half a pound of potatoes, and half a | breakfast.

of bread. pound of bread.
Monday .| Same. . . . . Oneftl])uar(tl of oatmeal pottage, half a pound | Same.
o1 Dread.

Tuesday .| Same. . . . ' |SameasSunday. . . . . . . .| Same.
Wednesday [ Same. . . . .| SameasMonday . . . . . . ., | Same.
Thursday . | Same. . . . . | Five ounces of beef, without bone, after | Same.
boiling, one pound of potatoes, and half a
pound of bread.

Friday. .|Same. « . . . | Onequartof broth from beef of yesterday, | Same.
&c., half a pound of bread, with leeks or
onions, and a quarter of an ounce of oat-
meal for each prisoner.

Saturday . [ Same. . . , .| SameasMonday . . . . . . .| Same.

The Dier TasLE for Prisoners employed at the Tread-mill.

Breakfast. ) Dinner. Supper.,

Sunday . | One quart of oatmeal | One quart of stew of heads and bones, with | Same as
pottage, half a pound half a pound of potatoes, and half a pound | breakfast.

of bread. of bread.
Monday .| Same. . . . .| SameasSunday. . . . . . . .| Same.
Tuesday . | Same. . . . .| SameasMonday . . . Same.

Wednesday | Same. . . . . | Five ounces of beef, without bone, after | Same.
boiling, one pound of potatoes, and half
a pound of bread.

Thursday . | Same . . . . . | Three-fourths of a quart of broth from beef | Same.
of yesterday, &c., half a pound of bread,
with suitable vegetables, and six ounces of
flour made into a dumpling.

Friday . . |Same. . . . .| SameasWednesday . , . . . .| Same.
Saturday .| Same. . . ., , | SameasThursday . . . . . . .| Same.

Health.—There being no reception cells, the prisoners are, contrary to law, passed into
their respective classes without being examined. The surgeon says, « lyvisit the prison three
times at least during the week, but do not see every prisoner twice during that period. I
attend corporal punishments. The diarrhcea still continues to hang about the building.
Some of the prisoners it only affects for a few days, while it continues upon others during the
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whole of their stay. It is purely local. I do not see it in my private practice. When I first
came, the buildings being only in part completed, ague was prevalent ; that ceased, and now
we have diarrhcea. We have Kad two cases of typhus. I think for very short sentences, such
as six weeks or two months, but for not longer than three, the diet might be reduced.” I
consider that the prevailing diarrhcea is attributable to the watercourse which runs under the
prison ; a similar effect is produced from the same cause at Wakefield.

A ReTurN of the Sick Prisoners in the House of Correction at Louth, in the County of Lincoln,

19th November, 1839.
No. Name. Age. Disease. Length of Imprisonment.
1 |J.B.. . .| 24 | Hemoptysis . . . . . .| Two years.
6 |J.J. . . .| 24 | Ulcerated legs und diseased bones | Seven years’ transportation.
3 1S.C.. . 28 | Asthma . . . . . . . | One year
4 |R.G.. . .| 43 | Chronicdiarrhea. . . . . | Eighteen months.
5 |G.K.. . .| 53 | Scrotal hernia. . . . . . | Twelve months.
6 |[T.R.. . 30 | Vertigo . . . e« « « | Two years,
7 |P.A.. . .| 46 | Scrotalhernia. . . . . . | One month. ’
8 1J.8. . . .| 28 | General dropsy . « « o | Three months,
9 [H.S.. . . 18 | Deformed feet. . . . . . | One month.
10 | M.B. (female) | 26 | Chronic diarrhcea . . . . . | One year.

A REeTurN of Deaths in the House of Correction at Louth, in the County of Lincoln, from October,
1887, to October, 1839.

No.| Name. Disease. Date of Decease. ,m‘;,;'g‘,{:,;‘,,,. Remarks.
1 | The child | Convulsions . | 11 April, 1838 . e Aged 6 weeks. Born in
of J. S. prison.
2 | W.H. Diseased heart | 2 Oct.1838. | For 14 days | Aged 65. In a state of utter
exhaustion when brought in.
3 | W.F. Pulmonarycon-| Ditto . . Ditto . Aged 21. Also in a state of
sumption. extreme exhaustion when
brought in.
4 | C.S. Consumption | 13 June, 1839 |.For 10 days | Aged 18. Found lying in the
and syphilis. streets utterly exhausted.

Moral and Religious Instruction.—The duties of the chaplain are restricted to two ser-
vices on the Sabbath, and prayers twice during the week. He says, “ I only see the prisoners
individually on their committal; I do not see them afterwards, or often hold general inter-
course with them. I invariably attend the sick, making a point of inquiring who are unable
to attend chapel. I am not aware of a single instance of a prisoner’s requesting to be attended
by a minister of his peculiar persuasion. There is no systematic instruction of the prisoners,
they occasionally teach each other. They still mutilate tge books, but I think not so greatly as
they used to do. The sacrament is administered four times a-year; my practice is, that after
I have explained the catechism, which I do shortly and very practically; I tell them, if
any wish to receive the sacrament, to come to me on the Saturday, and then I refer to the
man’s character and behaviour in prison, and require to know what his thoughts and feelings
really are on the subject.”

Extracts from Chaplain’s Journal.

“June 2. Caroline S. Saw her second time June 9; again third time June 11; again fourth
time June 12. Died about four o'clock in the morning of the 13th, of vaginary phogydenic ulcers. Her
death was to me most sudden, for the surgeon had told me she might live a month. This poor creature
left a very indistinct impression on my mind as to her really penitent state and sensibility. She
wished to see me, because she ¢ liked to hear me;’ sometimes she wished to die, and sometimes
not. Committed when in the last stage of lues venerea; quarrelling with her food ordered by the
surgeon ; sent for me on the 7th of Juune; had been about 19 months living an abandoned life; pro-
fessed sorrow.

“June 16. R. F., from A , labourer, married ; wife ran away and left him two years ago.
Since that time addicted to drink and bad company. Has no family. Had been joined to a class in
the Wesleyan Society for nearly four years ; deserted them ; dare not look his old friends in the face.
Far from ignorant ; intelligent and conscions of having led an infamous life latterly; never con-
firmed ; has received sacrament in Methodist chapel.

¢ October 9.—Examined five prisoners previous to receiving the sacrament of the Lord’s Supper.

¢ December 16.—A man attending a travelling bazaar ; tolerably dressed ; one of the most impudent
fellows ever seen ; ignorant as a brute ; was at school one year; travelling about latterly; never con-
firmed ; does not know what sacrament of Lord’s Supper means. This man presented himself for
admission to the sacrament. In my remarks to the others, I advised him to reconsider the matter, and
defer it for the present. His conduct in waiting on people in the bazaar (ladies) was indecorous.
Convicted and sentenced to 12 months’ imprisonment.

“W. R, from , near ; married ; children go to church; confirmed; once received the
sacrament four years ago, ¢ because he wanted to be as good as he could, and thought he should die;
has not received it since; don’t like mixing with great folk at the sacrament.’”

I annex a most valuable and interesting statistical table of the religious profession, degree

of education, and intelligence of each prisoner during the last four years, compiled by the
chaplain.
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Labour.—The tread-mill, as described in a former Report, is situate at an inconvenient
distance from the prison, and is built against the boundary wall. The officer who overlooks
the men at labour stands outside of the sheds, which are closed with iron ba).rs in front, and
sees only the backs of the prisoners, and in such a situation as to render it impossible for him
to prevent conversation on the wheel. The prisoners appear to amuse themselves, while
employed, with scratching and defacing the boards, which are covered with initials and
figures. The payment of a penny a-day for their labour still continues. The keeper pur-
chases grain for the mill, and pays the division for grinding; the flour is retailed at the gate
of the prison by the wife of the turnkey. The earnings accruing to the prisoners and the
division for the four quarters from October, 1838, to October, 1839, are stated to be,—

Prisoners. Division.

£.5 d £. .5 d
Firstquarter . . . . . 410 3 112 3
Second ditto . . . . . 718 4 413 4
Third ditto . . . . . 515 8 5 010
Fourthditto . . . . . 513 5 4 9 1

The keeper says, “The grinding of grain at the tread-wheel is no profit to me ; I shall lose
by it this quarter.”

The prisoners are also permitted to lay out any money they may have upon them on coming
in, in the purchase of cotton for knitting caps. One of the turnkeys states, I got some
cotton last night for a man. I paid for it out of my own money. I have not told the
governor, though I think he knows of it, as it is a week ago since it was talked of. The pri-
soners occasionally sell the caps to one another, and when they receive the wheel money, leave
the amount out of it. I have known them to give them away, and it might be for handker-
chiefs or bread, as they have left no money to pay for them when they went out. The female
prisoners are employed in washing and mending ; and for the former purpose are taken out
from their wards to the lodge, where they are exposed to communication, and left without the
presence of a female officer.” ' :

Punishments—The cells used for solitary confinement are below ground, damp, dark, and
unfit for the reception of any human being. These wretched places are 9 feet by 6 feet, and
7 feet by 6 feet, each 7 feet 10 inches in height. They open into two small yards, one 6 feet
by 6 feet 10 inches, the other 8 feet by 4 feet 8 inches. They are situate in the building
called the old prison. The keeper says, “ One female in the summer was confined there two
nights and two days. I should not think of taking her there but in the height of summer.”
These cells are in such a situation as to prevent any prisoner from being heard by the officers.
One of the turnkeys says, « If a man or woman were taken ill in the solitary cell at night, I
don’t know how they are to make themselves heard. Occasionally women are placed there.”
The punishment of whipping, when inflicted, is ordinarily from 20 to 25 lashes. The surgeon
is always present, and interferes when the skin is on the point of being broken.

A Return showing the Number of Punishments for the Year ending Michaelmas, 1839.

Solitary Confi t. |Irons.
F
€1 S|4
E 'g, sl g g Remarks,
AT A -
e85 ’g
s |8 2
w | & |m [E|E
33| 4| 7 |1 | 1]|T1caseof punishment for 14 days of solitary confinement, by order of
the Court of Quarter Sessions; 9 whippings, by order of ditto.

Books.—Examined the books and found them generally correct, the last entry in the
keeper’s journal, dated October 26th, 1839, a month ago.

Eztracts from Keeper's Journal.

“ May 30, 1839.— , confined six hours in a separate cell, for taking money out of the pocket
of a prisoner, while an the tread wheel.

« August 6.— , confined 24 hours in a solitary cell, for throwing a knife at the head of, and
fighting another prisoner.

“ August 10.—Mary , confined three days in a separate cell, for twice using improper lan-
guage in the chapel, destroying part of the bedding, and repeated insolence to the matron.

“ August 14.— y confined 24 hours in a separate cell, for sending a written communication -
out of prison unknown to me. Same day, , confined six hours in a separate cell, for conveying
the same to a vagrant at the wheel the day before his discharge.

 September 23.— , confined six hours in separate cell, for holding communication with the
above prisoners, and generally with Removed to the cell with handcuffs, which were kept on
for three hours, for insolently refusing to go when I ordered him into the cell, and violently resisting
the turnkeys.”

Debtors.—This house of correction is subjected to the inconvenience of receiving debtors
from a court of requests ; the establishment being devoid of any proper accommodgation for




PRISONS IN GREAT BRITAIN. 33

this description of prisoners, and their treatment differs little, if anything, from that of the
criminals. On the day of inspection there were two female debtors, one 66, and another 60
years of age; one of them in a state of imbecility. The matron states, “ We had a female
debtor here a short time since, 91 years of age, who was quite childish ; she remained here
for 80 days, and had only the prison allowance.”

Discipline.—A new keeper and matron have been appointed since my last visit, in the place
of the two superannuated persons who then held these offices. There appears to be every
disposition and sufficient ability in the new officers to do their duty; and I trust that when
some of the deficiencies are supplied, the discipline of this prison will be of a very dif-
ferent character to what it is at present. 'The most indispensable requisites to cleanliness and
health, such as reception cells, bath, disinfecting apparatus, and clothing, are all wanting ; and
the most loathsome cutaneous disorders prevailing in all parts of the prison. The vagrants
are placed by themselves in the old prison, at a considerable distance from the new buildings,
where they are left night and day without the presence of an officer, which I consider ought
not to be the case. The tread-wheels are so inconveniently situated as to render it impos-
sible to prevent communication between the prisoners while engaged in labour; and being at
a distance of 70 yards from the prison, the marching of the prisoners to and from the mill
in a body is not without danger. I strongly recommend their removal to the sheds erected
for the purpose at the ends of the airing-yards, and their being partitioned for scparate
labour. A prisoner acts as cook ; he cleans the keeper’s knives and forks; and the gate con-
necting the cook-house with the keeper’s dwelling is left unlocked, which ought not to be the
case. One of the turnkeys states, « The cook goes into the kitchen at seven; he cleans the
keeper’s shoes and knives ; he goes into the house to put the knives into the latter. The door
of the cock-house is kept open, and he can go out of the yard backward and forward. The
keeper’s female servant occasionally goes there. A female prisoner is occasionally employed
to wash and scour about the keeper’s house. The cook goes to his cell at the same time as
the other prisoners, and attends chapel.” Another turnkey replied, in answer to a question,
¢ The door of the cook-house is always open to the house, and the girl goes there occa-
sionally ; she might, certainly, if inclined, carry on an intimacy with the cook.” I think that
prayers should be read daily; that the chaplain shonld visit prisoners in solitary confinement,
and that some attempt should at least be made to instruct the most ignorant. The keeper,
from having been previously master of a school, might very beneficially turn his attention to
this valuable point of discipline. I recommend that the surgeon should comply with the
Gaol Acts, and examine every prisoner before classed, and also see every prisoner twice
during the week. Also that a washhouse should be erected in the airing-yard adjoining the
female wards, and the inconvenient practice of taking the women out to wash at the lodge be
discontinued. T think that the diet might be diminished for prisoners sentenced to less than
three months’ imprisonment. A set of new rules and regulations for the government of the
prison are much required. :

The salary of the keeper has been fixed at 150/., with coals, candles, and the use of the
garden; that of the matron at 207. ,

Having called the attention of the visiting justices to the defective state of this prison, I
have much satisfaction in appending the following communication from the keeper.

“ SIr, . * House of Correction, Louth, December 16k, 1639.
: “ T beg leave to enclose the returns you directed to be made by the surgeon and myself on
the day of your recent visit here, and I have the pleasure to inform you, that the visiting magistrates,
in compliance with your suggestions, have given the following orders : —

 That a bath be erected. Reception-rooms to be made. Itch wards to be prepared. Fumigating
apparatus to be procured. Sufficient clothing to be found for the prisoners; I believe a uniforin
dress will be adopted.

¢ That the chaplain strictly comply with the Act. He now reads prayers daily, and visits the
classes alternately. ' :

 That the surgeon shall examine the prisoners before passed to the wards, and make a general
inspection in compliance with the Act. This is now done, but the surgeon has resigned.

* Also a recommendation to the next quarter sessions to cause a more commodious infirmary to be
made, and a new washhouse to be built in the yards used by the females.

=* I am, Sir, your obedient humble Servant,

“ To Captain Williams, «

Keeper.
¢ Inspector of Prisons.”

LOUTH.—Borouu Lock-ups.

The municipal authorities of this borough have erected a new lock-up, and ceased to
occupy the wretched places formerly appropriated for prisoners in custody under charge. The
new building adjoins the town-hall, and consists of lodgings for the superintendent of police,
three cells for males,«@nd one for females. They are provided with water-closets, and well

adapted for their purpose. They were clean and neat on the day of inspection, and without
a prisoner. .

Dimensions of Cells and Rooms.

Male Cells.—Cell No 1, 9 ft. 4 in. by 6 ft. 8 in., height 9 ft.; cell No. 2, 6 ft. 4 in. by
S5ft. 7 in., height 9 ft.; cell No. 3, 6 ft. 4 in. by 4 f. 7 1n., height 9 feet.

Female Cell up Stairs.—6 ft. 2 in. by 5 ft. 2 in., height 9 ft. 4 in.

Statif)éz]House.——IO ft. 11 in. by 5 ft. 9 in., height 8 ft. 10 in, .
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SPILSBY.—House oF 'Connzcnon FOR THE DivisioN oF Linpsgy.
On the day of my visit, the interior of this prison was unexceﬁtionab]y clean ;

neatly folded, and every part manifesting the attention paid by t

and neatness.

A Retury of the Prisoners confined in the House of Correction at Spilsby, in the parts of Lindsey,
and County of Lincoln, on the 20th day of November, 1889.

the bedding

e keeper and officers to order

Prisoners. Males. Females. Total.
For trial e o o ¢ e e o o e o 3 .. .
Convictedfelons . . . . « « . . « . . 6 3 9
*l Convicted misdemeanors . . . . . . . . . 2 1 3
Summarily convicted for poaching . . . .. 1 . 1
Ditto ditto wisdemeanors . . . . e - 3 3
Ditwo ditto for vagrancy . . . . . 4 1 5
Debtors . « . o o ¢« +« « + ¢ o o . 3 .. 38
19 8 27

DISTRIBUTION OF EMPLOYMENT.

At the tread-wheel . . . . « o . . 11 . 11
Sick . . . . . . . . . . . . .. l 1
Nurse . « « « o . e e e . . .o 1 1
Wardsman . . - . . . . . . 1 .e 1
COOk . . . . . . . . . . . l oo l
Washing, making, and mending prisoners’ shirts, &ec. . .. 6 6
Debtors e e e e . . 38 .e 8
Prisoners for trial . e * s « o e . 3 3
Total . . 19 27
No allowance of extra food, or other remuneration, is made to the cook, or to any other prisoner.

Since my last visit a regular dietary has been introduced and a cook-house erected, which
has tended much to the increased cleanliness of the day-rooms and considerably abridged
the traffic for provisions. The grinding of grain at the tread-wheel on account of the keeper
has also been discontinued. A new surgeon has been appointed, and a sub-officer ; the latter

in the place of one dischar,
place since my last visit.

Drer TasLE for Prisoners in general.

ged for misconduct. These are the only changes which have taken

Breakfast. Dinner. Supper.
Sunday . | One quart of oatmeal | One quart of stew of heads and bones, &c., | Same as
pottage, half apound | with half a pound of potatoes, and half a | breakfast.
of bread. pound of bread.
Monday .| Same. . . . .| One quart of oatmeal pottage, with half a | Same.
pound of bread.
Tuesday .| Same. . . . . |SameasSunday. . . . + . « . | Same,
Wednesday | Same. o« o« . .| SameasMonday . . . . . . .| Same.
Thursday . | Same . . . . . | Five ounces of beef, without bone, after | Same.
boiling, one pound of potatoes, and half
a pound of bread.
Friday. . |Same . « . . | Onequartof broth from beef of yesterday, | Same.
&c., half a pound of bread, with leeks and
onions, and a-quarter of an ounce of oat-
meal for each prisoner.
Saturday . | Same. . . . .| SameasMonday. . . . . « . .| Same.
Dier TaBLE for Prisoners employed at the Tread-mill.
Breakfast. Dinner. Supper.
Sunday . . | One quart of oatmeal | One quart of stew of heads and bones, with | Same as
pottage, half apound | half a pound of potatoes, and half a pound | breakfast.
of bread. of bread.
Monday .| Same. . . . .| SameasSunday . . . . o« . . | Same.
Tuesday Same. . . . SameasMonday . . . . . . . | Same.
Wednesday | Same. . . . . | Five ounces of beef, without bone, after | Same.
boiling, one pound of potatoes, and half a
pound of bread.
Thursday . [ Same. . . . Three fourths of a quart of broth from beef | Same.
of yesterday, &c., half a pound of bread,
with suitable vegetables, and six ounces of
flour made into a dumpling.
Friday . .| Same. . . . .| SameasWednesday. . . o« o . o | Same.
Saturday ., | Same. . . . . | SameasThursday . . « « o .+ | Same,
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I am of opinion that this dietary might be very safely reduced for all prisoners sentenced
to no longer than three months’ imprisonment, The surgeon, in reply to my inquiries,
states, < diet is more than they require; I frequently find prisoners suffering from indi-
gestion. I think the quantity of gruel too great; the liquid nature of the food is detrimental
to digestion. I think, as far as the bread goes, there is more than required; every meal
might be reduced ; but, at dinner, I should liﬁe to see it replaced by potatoes.” .

he present surgeon was appointed the 27th of October, 1837, and receives a salary of 40..
per annum for attendance and medicines. He states that he examines prisoners before they
are classed, and, in compliance with the Act of Parliament, sees every prisoner twice during
the week. The health of the establishment has been in general good. The most prevalent
disorders are, itch, gonorrhea, and syphilis; colds are also frequent, which is attributable to the
draught at the tread-wheel. There has been no epidemic nor a single case of typhus. He
attends corporal punishments. The itch patients are separated from the others; their treat-
ment seldom exceeds four days. Scarcely any prisoners come here from the house of correction
at Louth but what some have the itch. Three girls came here with it from that prison a
short time since, and are here now. There is but one prisoner on the sick list (a female), with
diseased lungs, and there is little hopes of her recovery.

The surgeon’s journal is regularly kept, and arranged under the heads of name, diseases,
observations. In consequence of the surgeon stating that the prisoners sent from the house
of correction at Louth were frequently infected with the itch, I examined one of the pri-
soners sent in this condition, who, in answer to my inquiries, state, ** When I went into
Louth prison, there were three women of the name of ; they were all broke out on the
body when I went in. I told them it was the itch, and they said it was not; they had been
talking to the matron about it, who said it was not. The doctor did not see them. I began
to break out like them, a short time after I came in. Three more girls came in after me, and
broke out in the same way. The doctor never saw any of us. The two girls, -——and ,
they came later into the prison, about a month before sessions; they broke out, and we were
all so when we came here : I am now cured, and the others are nearly so. I was examined
here by the surgeon, and immediately treated for it.”

RerorN of Deaths, with the Surgeon’s observations thereon, which have occurred in the House of
Correction at Spilsby from October, 1837, to October, 1639.
Death. Disease. . Length of Imprisonment.
Mary Peacock . . Diseasedlungs . . 32,about . . 3 calendar months.

She was committed as a vagrant on the 12th of July, 1837 ; was afterwards held by the surgeon’s
certificate as incapable of leaving the house, from the disease, of which she died on the 29th of
October, 1837. She was a woman of weak intellect, having been pieviously imprisoned five times
for the same offence. ’

Death. Disease. Age. Length of Imprisonment,
Name unknown . . Diseasedlungs . . 30,about . . . . 14 days.

He was committed as a vagrant on the 31st of August, 183S; was afterwards held by certificate
as being incapable of leaving the house, from the disease, of which he died on the 17th of October.
He was found in a ditch in the parish of Wainfleet, on the sea coast, having eaten all the grass within
his reach. When brought into this prison he was in the greatest state of exhaustion from the priva-
tions he had endured ; all his excretions had passed involuntarily, which had excoriated the parts
with which they had come in contact; he was in a most miserable situation. After getting him
thoroughly cleaned, I endeavoured to obtain, by suitable diet and medicine, a reaction in the system,
the establishment of which caused the disease to manifest itself in its true character, as one of tuber-
cular consumption ; he gradually sunk, and died. He never spoke after his committal, therefore it
was impossible to ascertain his history, although the governor was very assiduous to obtain it.

Rerurn of Sick in the House of Correction at Spilsby, November 21, 1839.

Name. Disease.
Marianne P. . . . Diseased lungs.

The chaplain, with reference to this female, apparently in the last stage of disease, says,
“ I have seen the sick female this morning, and learn from her that she left her home at
in consequence of disagreeing with her step-mother; and having learnt that she would meet
with employment at ——, she went to the factory there, and worked till her health failed her;
and on returning home, having had 2s. 6d. given her by the overseers for that purpose, her
means and strength failed her at Spilsby; she applied to the constable, who took her before a

istrate, and she was, from motives of compassion, committed as a vagrant for one month.”

1 have no doubt that this female, and the wretched human being found in the dreadful con-
dition described in the return of deaths, were both sent to the house of correction from the
most benevolent motives, and that every comfort was most liberally provided for them there ;
but I am of opinion that the union poor-house would have been a much more fitting receptacle
for them than a prison.

The chaplain performs divine service on Sundays at nine, and remains in the prison on that
day till between twelve and one, conversing with the prisoners ; on Fridays he goes through
the wards and sees all the prisoners, and exchanges the books. The sacrament is administered
four times a-year. He states, « I always inquire into the characters and motives of those who
put themselves forward to receive it; I invariably find the men committed for trial are the
most desirous of communicating, and my idea is that they do so for the purpose of bringing
me forward to speak well of them while in prison ; the same individuals do not come after con-
viction, which leads me to this idea, The officers attend divine service, and the governor and
matron communicate, 1 never recollect an instance of a prisoner signifying a wish to be at-
tended by a minister of his particular persuasion. I do not think the discipline oti: th2e prison
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is felt by the prisoners : they live well, and, being agricultural labourers, they do not feel the
tread-wheel so irksome as manufacturers ; solitary confinement is seldom inflicted by sentence,
and rarely exceeds a fortnight ; a prisoner when so sentenced is placed in one of the ordinary
sleeping-cells.” . . .

The chaplain’s journal is regularly kept, and contain entries of duties performed, such as—
¢« 10th November.—Read the morning and evening prayers, and preached a sermon ; morning
service commenced at nine, and the evening service at half-past one o’clock.”

Inspected the food for the prisoners, and found it of most excellent quality. The provisions
are contracted for, and the keeper checks the quantity and approves of the quality when de-
livered, but has no concern with the payment of the bills.

I examined the prison books, and found the entries neatly made, and posted up to the
present time,

Extracts from Keeper's Journal.

¢ Jan. 26, 1638, — -- a felon prisoner, made his escape by getting on the roof of the Court
House, and letting himself down by means of the curtains supplied him by — (keeper's
servant.)

¢ Feb, 28. Recovered (the above prisoner) who made his escape on the 26th ultimo, and
who was apprehended on the 24th instant at Hull, by the police of this town.

« March 10. (the above prisoner) was discovered attempling again to escape, having
wrenched off the bucket handle, which, by heating in the fire, he had straightened, and with it had
made a hole through the cell wall into the day room second story, and had nearly got through the
wall of the day room, when he was again sccured and put in irons.

“ Sept. 30. The prison was unlocked at half past 6 A. u., and in 15 minutes it was discovered that

, a misdemeanant, wus missing from his ward, aud on making search, it was found he had
got over the airing yard wall, and secreted himself in an angle formed by the privy. He was imme-
diately secured and placed in solitary.

“ QOct. 17. A person, name unknown, committed on the 31st of August by the
days for vagraney, and who has since been held under the surgeon’s certificate, died.
¢ March 4, 1839. ———— a prisoner for debt, visited by ————, by order of a magistrate.

¢« Sept. 9. -——————— a prisoner for debt, was visited by ————— his wife by order of a magistrate,

“ Oct. 9. a vagrant, whose time expired this day, showed symptoms of insanity, of which
T informed a visiting magistrate, who desired me to act under the certificate of the surgeon, who ex-
amined and declared him not insane, but labouring under a delusion which does mnot prevent his
taking care of himself.”

for 14

A RerurnN of the Number and Description of Punishments inflicted for Prison Offences in the
House of Correction at Spilsby, in the parts of Lindsey, and county of Lincoln, from Michael-
mas, 1837, to Michaelmas, 1838.

Three prisoners were confined solitary two days each, and one prisoner three days, for vefractory
conduct ; one prisoner three days, for indecent behaviour at chapel; and three 24 hours each for re-
fusing to work.

Arso a Return of the Number and Description of Punishments inflicted for Prison Offences com-
mitted in the aforesaid House of Correction, from Michaelmas, 183S, to Michaelmas, 1839.

One prisoner was whipped for repeated maliciously breaking the prison windows; and one was

whipped for repeated outrageous retractory conduct.

Two prisoners were confined three days each for indecent behaviour at chapel; one prisoner was
confined twice, 48 hours each time, and twice, three days each time, for repeated refractory conduct.
Oue prisoner was confined three times, three days each time, for repeated refractory canduct; two
prisoners were confined three days each, one prisoner was confined 48 hours, six prisoners were con-
fined 24 hours each, and three prisoners were confined 12 hours each, for refractory conduct.”

Debtors are sent to this House of Correction from a jurisdiction for the recovery of small
debts. Their treatment is nearly the same as that for prisoners committed for trial. Their
friends are only permitted to see them once during the week, on Mondays, and that by order
of a magistrate ; they are not permitted to introduce extra food or beer, and are locked up
at the same hour as the criminal prisoners. The keeper states « the greatest number of
debtors at one time to have been fourteen, and that only four females have been committed
in a period of thirteen years; that they are generally agricultural labourers; that they have
occasionally complained of the early hours of going to bed during the winter months, but that
the visiting magistrates have not thought proper to extend the time.”

The abundant diet, light labour, unchecked communication, and the absence of any attempt
to interest the betier feelings, or occupy the thoughts of the ignorant and guilty, if they do
not directly encourage crime, have undoubtedly but little or nothing of a repressive tendency.
The character of the offences for which prisoners are generally committed to this house
of correction are not ordinarily of a very serious nature, nor are the terms of imprison-
ment of long duration. I recommend, therefore, that the convicted prisoners should take
their meals separately in their cells, and remain there in the intervals of labour; that the
untried should do so in the presence of an officer; that the diet should be lowered for all
prisoners except debtors, whose terms of imprisonment should not exceed three months; that
an officer qualified to instruct the prisoners in elementary knowledge should be engaged to
perform this necessary duty in conjunction with other offices that may be required of him;
his principal attention being directed to the untried prisoners, and those not sentenced to hard
labour, who now pass their time in unbroken idleness.

I am of opinion that the employment of the keeper's servant as a sort of sub-officer in the
prison is improper; this man states his duty to be to help the turnkey to unlock, to assist in
carrying the breakfasts round to the prisoners, and to attend to the cow-house and garden.
He sleeps at the end of the passage leading to the cells; has four shillings a-week, and board.
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The debtors’ occasionally assist in the garden, and a prisoner cleans the keeper’s boots and
knives and forks. The individual previously performing the double duty of turnkey and
servant was discharged for assisting in the escape of a prisoner. The office and duty of at-
tending upon prisoners should be quite distinct from that of a menial. In most instances
where I have found such assistance resorted to it has been the source of irregularities, either of
improper familiarity with the prisoners, the introduction of forbidden articles, or the favouring
of escapes. .

I recommend that the tread-wheel should be partioned for separate labour.

‘T'he condition of the debtors in this prison affords another instance of the inconvenience of
committing such a class of prisoners to an establishment devoted to the purposes of penal
discipline.  Their treatment I consider to approximate too closely to that of criminals,
particularly in permitting them to see visitors but once a-week, and then only by order of a
magistrate. This and other regulations I conceive might be relaxed without injury to the
discipline of the establishment.

Housk or CorrecTION AT BosToN, For THE DivisioN or HOLLAND.

The magistrates for the parts of Holland have entered into a contract with the Town
Council of Boston for the use of their gaol for county purposes, as a temporary arrangement.
This has enabled them to abandon the wretched and inconvenient premises used as a Bridewell
at Skirbeck ; the officer in charge there being aliowed a pension of 30/ per annum. Some
alterations have taken place, and others are in progress, to increase the accommodation
and security of the prison. The ceilings of the cells in the upper story and of the bath
have been strengthened, the trees close to the exterior wall have been cut down, and the
wall raised ; an extra room for the keeper, with a kitchen and washhouse, are also building.
Prisoners whose sentences at sessions are for a longer period than three months are not
usually detained here, but sent to the house of correction at Spilsby. I have much satis-
faction in bearing testimony to the improved condition of this. establishment under the new
keeper. On the day of inspection, the interior was unexceptionably clean, the bedding in the
cells neatly folded, and there was an appearance of order and regularity, which was not the
case when under other superintendence. The number and distribution of the prisoners at the
period of my visit were as follows :—

No. 1 Day Roowm.
. For Trial.
W. C., age 25, charged with obtaining goods under false pretences.
W. J,, age 38, charged with stealing an umbrella.

No. 2 Day Room.

F. H., age 14, stealing a penknife.
J.C,age 12, ditto ditto.
B. C, age 16, ditto ditto.
B. D., age 10, ditto ditto.
No. 3 Day Room.
Vagrants.
J. R., age 28
H.L., age 36.
W. G., age 35 ’
R. C., age 59.
No. 4 Day Roox.
E. B. H., age 39, want of sureties.
A. L., age 28, ditto  ditto.
J. J., age 17, disorderly apprentice; one month hard labour.
J.J., age 23, trespass in search of game ; three months’ imprisonment, and to find sureties.
Debtor.
T. W. From Small Debt Court for 80 days.
Females.
No. 1 Day Room.
L. P., age 60, want of sureties.
M. F., age 31. For trial, charged with stealing a shirt.
- S., age 21, idle and disorderly; 14 days’ imprisonment.

. D., age 24, breaking windows ; one calendar month’s imprisonment.
1. W., age 24, refractory pauper; three months’ imprisonment reception cell.
A. P, age 29, for trial; charged with stealing two pair of sheets; waiting for surgeon’s
examination.
Male. -

T. P., age 48, husband of the above ; for trial on the same charge.

Diet.—The keeper is allowed at the rate of 6d. a-day for providing and cooking the
risoners’ food. He states that occasionally a profit accrues to him in the transaction, which

1s dtle.cidedly contrary to law. I examined the provisions and found them of most excellent
quahty.
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1I. Diet—Sunday, bread 20 oz., meat 8 oz., cooked, without bone; 11b of potatoes, 2 pints of

NORTHERN AND  gruel.
Eastern DistricT. ~ Monday and Friday, 18 oz. of bread, 11b of potatoes, 1 pint of soup made with vegetables

- and the meat liquor, 2 pints of gruel.
sep:‘:,[;zﬂpi?:,ns, Tuesday, Wednesday, and Saturday, 18 oz. of bread, 11b. of potatoes, 3 pints of gruel.
—_ Thursday, 18 oz. of bread, 8 oz. of cooked meat, without hone, 11b. of potatoes, 2 pints of

Houseof Correction gpyel. :

at Boston, for the : . .. . .
Division of Holland. Thse dinners are served on wooden trenchers, the prisoners dining in their respective day-

Moral and Religious Instruction—The salary of the chaplain is 26/ per annum. He is
master of the Grammar School, and has a living in the neighbourhood, where he performs two
services on the Sabbath. The duty performeg in the prison consists of his attending there
at six o'clock on the Sunday evenings and reading prayers to the prisoners. He says, «I do
not attend in the week ; if any body expressed a wish to see me I should certainly come. I
was chaplain while the gaol was under the Borough, and have been so for 15 years; have
never administered the sacrament during that time, or ever been asked to do so.”

Extracts from Chaplain’s Journal.

“ Deceinber 10, 1837.—Prayers and sermon in the chapel. Eight prisoners, all well bebaved,
except G. G., who made frequent attempts to hold conversation with another behind him.

¢ January 28, 1838.—Six o’clock, evening prayers and sermon in the chapel. Six prisoners, five
male and one female, conduct orderly.

*The gaoler was absent through indisposition, and to my question whether any one would officiate
as clerk, they all answered that they could not read.

« April 29.—Six o'clock, came to do the duty in the chapel, but found it impossible to proceed in
consequence of a drunken man just brought in making so much noise and attempting to commit
suicide. There is no attempt made to instruct the prisoners’; the keeper occasionally, when he sees
any one well disposed, gets them to teach the others. Bibles and prayer-books in each room.”

Health—The prisoners are all examined by the surgeon and passed through a warm
bath previously to being classed, and are seen by him once a week. He also visits prisoners
when in solitary confinement. The health of the prisoners has been good ; there has been no
case of typhus: the most ordinary ailments are itch, syphilis, and gonorrhceea. The surgeon’s
journal is well kept, and contains entries of treatment, and orders for extra diet. I make the
following extracts :— _

* Turnkey, May 20, 1638.—Visited the gaol at the request of the keeper, and found that
cut the first joint of the first finger of the right hand off. ¢

* October 11, 1838.—Sent for to a deserter from the 9Sth regiment, and found him with last joint
of the fore finger of the right hand cut off, dressed the same.

“ August 26, 1839.—Visited J. C. (female) committed from , suffering under insanity,
ordered her to have a companion. Declines food, talks incessantly about her children and her hus-
band’s cruel conduct. Every attention is paid to the personal cleanliness of the prisoners.”

had

Labour.—The only labour is the tread-wheel, of which the machinery is defective, and, from
the want of another officer besides the keeper to superintend the men at work, is little more
than the name. The prisoners have also been occasionally employed in picking oakum.

Books.—Examined the books and found their entries regularly made. The register is
arranged under the following heads :—

No. | When committed | Name | Age | Stature | Complexion | Where born | Single or
Marri J)No. of Children | Profession | By whom committed | Crime | When tried | By
whom | Original Sentence | Present Sentence when carried into execution | Degree of
Education | Remarks.

Extracts from the Keeper’s Journal.

¢ October 26, 1838.—W. W. and J. H., under sentence of transportation, made their escape over
the prison wall between six and seven in the evening.”

Note.—These prisoners were retaken and brought back upon the 11th of November ; this happened
previous to the appointment of the present keeper, a constable being in charge of the gaol.

“ November 15.—T. H. C. put in irons for attempting to make his escape by breaking the bricks
out of his cell into the chimney.

“ July 13.—Mr. , the ﬁoman Catholic priest, visited A. L.”

Discipline—This prison is undoubtedly superior in every respect to the building pre-
viously occupied as such at Skirbeck, and will answer the temporary purposes to which it is
applied, until the magistrates have decided either to erect a new prison in the neighbourhood
or to commit to the House of Correction at Spilsby. The latter I should think preferable,
rather than add to the already too numerous small establishments in this county. Penal
discipline can never be administered so conveniently and effectually as when on a large
scale; and I am persuaded this would have been found to be the case, had one central and
capacious house of correction been erected instead of the six at present used and maintained
by the county.

I have adverted, in a former Report, to the insecurity of this gaol, from its being unprovided
with the ordinary defence of a boundary wall. If it is to be permanently appropriated
to the purposes of a prison, this defect should be supplied. I recommend that the un-
sightly and useless trench before the tread-wheel should be filled up. I consider another
male officer indispensable for carrying on the duty. Divine service on the Sabbath is,
according to the provisions of the 4 Geo. IV. cap. 64, to take place between the hours of nine
and five in the day. The chaplain should also, I think, visit the prison at least twice a week.
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The duties of the keeper and matron appear to be efficiently performed. The construction of II.
the prison is in itself an obstacle to the establishing of any effective discipline. NORTHERN AND
EasterN DistricT.
Return of Officers and Salaries. —
Keeper.—Age 36, salary 801., formerly serjeant in 7th hussars. S epﬁi':’z’i;ﬁ?ém.
Chaplain.—Salary 26/., master of Grammar School ; incumbent of a parish in the neigh- —_
ouse of Correction

bourhood of Boston.
. . ey . .. at Boston, for the
Surgeon.—Salary 21/., including attendance, midwifery, and medicines. Division of Holland.

Matron.—Wife of the keeper, salary 20/.

BorougH Lock-ups, BosTon.

A new lock-up has been constructed adjoining the market, which, if not supplying all that Borough Lock-ups,
can be expected, is very superior to the incommodious one formerly used. The lock-up Boston.
consists of two rooms of the following dimensions :—

No. 1, 12 feet by 6 feet, 16 feet in height.
No. 2, 12 feet by 6 feet, 10 feet in height.

They were clean on the day of inspection. No register of the persons who have passed
througz these lock-ups has been kept, up to the day of inspection, but [ am assured this
will be done in future.

A Return of the Number of Prisoners who have passed through the

Th&%x:g:&fgrc:;.‘n{:’:(llicfsgéock-up at Boston, in the County of Lincoln, in the years 1838

No regular entry having been kept of persons confined in the lock-up prior to November, 1839,
a correct account cannot be furnished, but the numbers confined during that and the following
month, amounting to 40, are considered to be about an average number during the same space of
time, and therefore the whole number confined in the years 1638 and 1839 would be 480. In con-
sequence of the above omission, the ages and sex of the prisoners cannot be supplied. During the
months of November and December, 1839, the male prisoners were 34, and females six, in which
numbers only four males were under the age of 18.

B. KENWICK,

Boston, January 8, 1840. Town Clerk.

House oF CorRrRECTION FOR THE DiyvisioNn oF HOLLAND, AT SPALDING.
The interior of this prison was clean on the day of inspection, and contained the following House of Correction

ipti f pri . for the Division of
number and description o prisoners. . . Holland, at Spal.
House of Correction, Spalding. . ding.
DistrisutioN and Employment of Prisoners confined in the above Prison, November 29, 1839,
Offences. Number of Male Prisoners in Custody.
For trial . o e . . . . . . . . . . 3
Convicted felons . . . . . . . . . . . 10
Ditto misdemeanours . . . . . . . . . . 2
Summarily convicted of misdemeanour T |
Deb(o” . - L] . . . L] . . . . . . 6
22
. Distribution of Employment.
At the tread-wheel, . . . . . . . . . . 11
Wardsman. . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Pumping water, washing airing courts, &e. . . . . 4
Debtors. . . . . . . + .« o o . . 6
22
Offences. Number of F;ule Prisoners

Convictedfelons . . . . . . . . . . . 4
Ditto misdemesanour . . ., . . . . . . . 1
Summarily convicted of misdemeanour . . . . 1
Debtor . . . . . . . . ¢« . ¢+ o « 1
7
‘ Employment of Females. -
Washing and sewing . . . . . . . . . . 7
Total number of Males and Females . . . 29

Twenty-two male prisoners were sleeping in separate beds and cells.

Two females in seperate cells.

Five females in a large room.

On going through the yards, I observed the men talking on the wheel, and under no direct
superintendence. In one room a prisoner was amusing himself with composing ribald verses,
with which he had covered several slates. He was immediately brought before one of the
magistrates, who happened to be present, and severely admonished.
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Little or no variation has taken place in the management or discipline of this prison since
my last visit.

Under the head of health, I find that there has not been a single death, or a case of .epi-
demical disease. The surgeon states, “ I do not see the prisoners before they are classed ;
they are not placed in reception cells previously, neither does he see every prisoner twice
a-week. I only examine those prisoners who are referred to me by the keeper. The
general habit of the prisoners is to constipation ; there is very little tendency to diarrhcea. I
have every rcason to believe that she resorting to opium and tobacco among the humbler
classes is on the increase. I observe dyspepsia to increase much in those parts where the
people are addicted to these drugs. The quantity of opium taken in this parish is great. 1
am in alternate quarters surgeon to the poor, and have considerable acquaintance with their
habits. In cases where the habit has been confirmed, I have reduced the quantity to half at
once; and ultimately, if the period of confinement was beyond three or perhaps six months,
they did without it entirely. They have left the prison very thankful.” The surgeon’s
journal contains entries of his visits, &ec.

I have to regret that the temporary absence of the chaplain prevented me having personal
communication with him on the subject of his duties. In reply to queries subsequently put to
him, he states :—

I perform Divine service, with sermon, on Sundays, and attend in the prison about an hour once
a-week, and oftener when required, in case of severe illness or other emergency. On no occasion have
I felt it quite proper to administer the Sacrament. I do uot see the prisoners individually, but visit
them in the day-rooms, when I deliver out religious tracts and explain their purport,at the same time
tuking occasion to question them on what they have previously read, and encouraging them to consult
me when they meet with anything they do not understand. Of late I have visited those in solitary
ccnfinement, and it would seem that in this situation their minds are more readily disposed to admit
religious impressions. 'The prisoners are provided with books and tracts from the Society for Pro-
moting Christian Knowledge, and on the whole it may be said that they take an interest in the perusal
of them. When any of them express a desire for elementary instruction, I furnish them with books
for that purpose. There is generally some one in the day-room who will assist them in learning to
read and spell, and sometimes I find they make considerable progress.”

Catalogue of Religious Books and Tracts in the Iouse of Correction, Spalding.

Bible and Prayer Book, in the day-rooms.
Mann (Bishop) on the Gospel.

Sellon’s Abridgment of Holy Seripture.
Bishop Andrews’ Devotions.

Horne on the Psalms.

Lewis’s Church Catechism explained.

The Balin of Gilead.

Burhitt’s Help and Guide.

Crossman’s Introduction to Christian Religion.

Melmoth’s Great Importance of a Religious Life.

Pious Parishioner Instructed.
Peers’s Companion for the Aged.
Bishop Wilson’s Select Sermons.
Extracts from Bacon’s Works.
Horne’s John the Baptist, &c.
Slade’s Lessons.

First Miscellaneous Reading Book.
Explanation of the Collects.
First, Second, and Third Reading Book.
Charity School Spelling Book.
Curate of Mersden.

Loss of tlie kent.

James Talbot, or God sres me.
Select Stories.

Colliery Tale.

Cottager’s Wite.

Divine Songs.

Parley the Porter.

Sorrowful Sam.

Diligent Dick.

The Touchstone.

Onesimus, or the Runaway Servant.
History of Mr. Fantom.

The Beggarly Boy.

Young Midshipman’s Grave.
Soldier's Funeral.

History of Charles Jones.
Joseph in Prison.

Joseph Delivered out of Prison.
New Christmas Tract.

The Sunday School.

Hester Wilinot,

Noah's Flood.

Look at Home.

Happy Waterman,

Good Mother’s Legacy.

The Two Shoemakers.

New Thoughts for the New Year,

Daniel in the Den of Lions.

General Resurrection.

The Judgment Day.

Explanation of the Ten Commandments.

Tawney Rachel, or The Fortune Teller.

Black Giles, the Poacher.

The Death of Christ.

Mary Wood, the Housemuid.

Tom White, the Postilion.

Shepherd of Salisbury Plain.

The Lancashire Collier Girl.

Faith and Duty of a Christian,

Manual of Family Prayers.

Ditto of Private Devotion.

Exposition of Lord’s Prayer.

Christian’s Daily Devotion.

Friendly Reproof and Advice.

Church Catechism.

Cottage Conversations,

Scripture Catechism.

Companion to the Altar.

Christian Thankfulness.

Resolutions respecting Religion.

Diligence for both Worlds.

Christian Monitor.

Christian’s Way to Heaven.

Cottager’s Religious Meditations.

Country Clergyman’s Advice.

Law’s Serious Call.

Cottage Readings, first and second series.

Prophecies relative to the Messiah,

Bishop Porteus’s Evidences.

Cottager’s Friend. )

Reflections on the Seven Days of the Week.

Scripture the Guide of Life.

Essay on the Knowledge of Religion,

Life and Character of St. Peter.

Potation for Lent.

Meditations and Prayers for the Sick.

Kind Caution to Profane Swearers.

Chief Truths of Christian Religion.

Questions and Auswers on the Elementary
Books.

Christian Method of Educating Children,

Sermon on Funeral of William Baker.,

Unkind Daughter, &c.
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Listener Detected, &ec, The Poorhouse Penitent. 11

The Gamester. Prevailing Intercessor. NORTHERN AND

Nature and Use of the Bible. First Steps to Catechism. EasterN Districe.

Christian Guide to Plain People. Testimony of the Prophets. R orts

Thoughts for the Labouring Classes. Nature and Duty of Public Worship. Se ag’t‘; r ;r‘.’;‘ ..

Village Conversations on the Offices of the | Duty of Private Worship. parate Frisons. ,
Church. Scripture Types fulfilled in Jesus Christ. House of Correction

‘Day of Adversity. Father’s Gift. for the Division of

Self Examination. Explanation of the -Apostles® Creed. Holland, at Spale

Daily Preparation for Death, &c. Mourner comforted. ding. ,

Easy Hymns. Friendly Visit to the House of Mourning.

Select Prayers for Young Persons, How to discern the Spirit of Christ.

Unfruitful Fig-Tree. Selections from the Fathers of the Church,

Awful Case of Drunkards. Abijah, an Example for Youth.

Questions and Answers on the Prophecies. Advice to Young Women going to Service.

Historical Questions. Way to Peace.

Preparation for Death,

I examined the provisions and found them of excellent quality. The practice of allowing
the prisoners to cook their own food in the day rooms is still permitted to continue, and, as
might be expected, is the source of constant irregularities. No order is observed at meals,
and the prisoners consume or dispose of their food as they please. The keeper states—
 There is no gaol clothing, and they traffic for food with each other with articles of dress,
such as handkerchiefs. I am satisfied that nothing would more conduce to the establishment
of better order in the prison than serving out a regular and cooked diet, and providing each
prisoner with gaol clothing.” ,

I inspected the books, which I found in an improved condition, being regularly entered and

ted up to the time of inspection. A new and comprehensive register has been established.
?ozxamined the bread and found it of good quality. The beef is supplied by contract, and
the baker is paid for the bread according to the average price of wheat in the market ;. he also
agrees to keep the tread mill in constant employment, and pays at the rate of 5s. 4d. per
quarter for grinding.

I make the following extracts from the keeper’s journal, as illustrative of the state of this
Pprison :— ’ ‘ ' ’

“ From information I have received relative to ; I find that he consumes a loaf of bread,
weighing 8lbs., at one meal, and when it occurs that beef and bread are given out the same day, he will
devour his week’s allowance of beef also. I have, in consequence, caused his food to be cooked for him
in another room, and delivered to him at proper hours.*

¢ January 8d, 1838.—The total number of prisoners this day are 23, of which number, 18 males and
2 females, attended chapel. Absent one female to nurse her child, one male, sick, and , who
refused to attend. The conduct of the prisoners good, and no complaint. The turnkey absent, with -
Jeave, at nine A.A1., to be absent for the day. i

“ October 17th.—This day the miller and occasional turnkey took the following debtors, and
, to remove some ashes from the prisoners’ cells to the ash bin, situate between the main
boundary wall and dwarf boundary wall, abuuing on the Bourne turnpike-road, when, afier
removing two or three scuttles of ashes, the two men jumped over the dwarf wall and rau away.

“ February 13th, 1839.—This morning, at seven o’clock, delivered to each prisoner his proper
quantity and quality of bread. At eight o’clock the men were let down to the mill-yard to commence
their work for the morning. and returned to me each their loaf of bread, complaining
that it was not fit for eating, and requesting that it should be changed. I told them that the case would
be reported to a visiting magistrate. I took one of the two loaves, and the baker attended me to the
magistrate to answer their complaint. The magistrate paid the baker for one-half of the bread, and
declared he should eat it at his own dinner, and also directed that the bread should not be returned
to the men until they asked for it. At 12 o’clock they asked for their bread, and the magistrate’s
directions were strictly attended to.

“ February 13th, 1839.—On Tuesday, the 5th instant, and , visiting justices, visited the
rison, when - complained that he had not any shoes to his feet. The magistrates ordered that
e should be immediately supplied with proper shoes ; when this occurred, I was conveying convicts

to Woolwich. On my return to the prison, the turnkey informed me of the circumstance, and that he
bad also provided the prisoner with a pair of good shoes. At the time the prisoner made the com-
Plaint, he had a most excellent pair of half-boots concealed in the day-room.”

ReturN of Punishments inflicted for Prison offences.

From Michaelmas 1837 to Michaelmas 1838 . . . . . o 63
vy 1838 sy . 1839 ., . . . . 48

The punishment ordinarily inflicted' is close confinement in a dark cell on bread and
water. ' o

Prisoners under sentence of solitary confinement, which has in no instance exceeded 14 days,
are placed in alight cell, or day room, with'fire. They attend Divine service on the Sundays,
but are only allowed half a quartern loaf, with water, for their daily food.

Debtors from the Courts of Requests are under the same rules as the criminal prisoners,  *
being locked up at the same hour; they are permitted to purchase food and one pint of beer
daily, in addition to the prison ration. The keeper states—« That they are searched on
coming in, and are decidedly an obstruction to the regular discipline of the prison, and he
has every reason to think that the number of this class of prisoners will increase, from the
facility it affords them of taking the benefit of the Insolvent Court; that their doing so

* This fully establishes the impropriety of the present mode of issuing uncooked provisions to the prisoners, and the
exercise of no control over their meals

[2.) G
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subjects him to great inconvenience, from being obliged to attend at Lincoln with those
prisoners who are taken before the court from the house of correction, the expense of their
travelling being defrayed by the county.” .

Average number of debtors for three years, ending Michaelmas 1836, 45.

Average number of debtors for three years, ending Michaelmas 1839, 41.

Greatest number of debtors at one time, 16.

I have only to renew my previous recommendations to the magistrates, that the windows,
front and rear of the prison buildings, be furnished with blinds, and every means employed
to prevent communicatién between the male and female prisoners ; that a distinction be raade
between female debtors and the untried and convicted of the same sex—the present practice
of placing them together is in direct opposition to the provisions of the Gaol Acts; that a
gaol dress be provided for all classes of prisoners; that their food be cooked and served to them
at regular hours, and their meals taken under the superintendence of the officers ; that the
tread-wheel be partitioned for separate labour; that the duties of the chaplain be extended
by a more frequent performance of Divine service both on the Sabbath and during the week,
and an increased number of visits for the purposes of individual communication and instruc-
tion. Two services on the Sabbath I consider to be indispensable in every establishment of
this sort, particularly where the prisoners are permitted to herd together, as here, without any
direct superintendence or restraint upon their intercourse.

The following communication has been received by me from the keeper since my visit.

‘ Captaln Williams’ suggestion relative to the bread being delivered to prisoners daily, commenced
26th November last, has produced a good effect.”

. Copy of Orders from Magistrates’ Journal.

“ Nov. 26, 1889.—Ordered, in reference to the recommeundation of the Inspector of Prisons, Captain
Williams, that Mr. East the builder, do give in a plan and estimate of constructing and fitting up a
kitchen for the general purposes of the gaol in the situation now used as a coal yard.

“ WiLLiaM Moorg, V. J.»

¢ Jan. 7, 1840.—Ordered by the Court that the gaoler do provide clothing for all the criminal
prisoners, both male and female, committed to the house of correction at Spalding; and that the
same be used by the prisoners during the period of their imprisonment, subject nevertheless to the
orders of the visiting justices, and the authorized rules and regulations for the government of the
prison.

¢ By the Court,
¢ Jno. R. Canrer, Clerk of the Peace for the said Parts.” .

FALKINGHAM.—House oF CorRECTION FOR THE Division oF KESTEVEN.

The interior of this prison was unexceptionably clean and orderly on the day of inspection.
DrstrisurioN and Employment of the Prisoners, November 23, 1839.

Number of Prisoners
Offences. in Custody.
Males. | Females.
F or h’ial . . . . . . . . o 0 2 6
Ccnvicled felol’ls Y . . . ) . . . 8 1
Convicted Misdemeanours . . . . . 2 .
Summarily convicted for poaching . . . 1 .
Ditto ditto assaults . . . 2 .o
Ditto ditto misdemeanour . . 7 1
Want of sureties « o« o« o o o o o 2 .o
Summarily convicted for vagraney . . . 3 .o
Totﬂl * o o 27 8
DisTRIBUTION OF EMPLOYMENT.
At the tl'e&d*'heel ¢ o . e o . 0 16 e
Pickingjunk « « . . + . . . . 8 6
Inﬁl’mary . . 0 . . . . . . . l ve
Sweeper . o, 0 - ¢ o . . . . 1 '
Cook, &C- - . . . . . . . . . 1 oo
Washing, sewing, and cleaning . .+ . . oo 2 .
Total . . . 27 8
Name of Sweeper | Offence for which If in Prison. 'For what
.and Cook. imprisoned. Offence.
T.S8.. . o | Assault . . | Notonce. . .a
C.C.. . . | Convictedfelon| Ditto . + . | For robbing a
garden.
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Of the eight female prisoners, three for trial were together in one ward ; in another, three
for trial, and one misdemeanant. The convicted felon remains in his cell a portion of the day,
and then is let down into the day room, those for trial taking his place. The prisoners all sleep
in separate cells. I have to record but few alterations in the condition of this prison since my
last visit. The females’ airing yards, as suggested, have been much improved by closing the
interstices between the iron railings, and securing them from observation. The matron when
absent from the prison procures the attendance of a female to take her place. The salary of
the keeper has been increased 20/. per annum.

The chaplain bhaving tendered his resignation, another has been appointed, and the two
turnkeys have also been changed. - Several of the irregularities noticed in my former report
stil continue, as shown in the following evidence of the officers. The porter, describing his
duties, states: * In the morning I ring the bell and unlock the front door and the wards ;
the other turnkey sees that the prisoners come down regularly into the day rooms, while I
unlock the cells. We then come round to the yards, and see that the prisoners wash them-
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selves. In a quarter of an hour we ring the bell and get them on the tread-wheel. The

other turnkey attends the mill while I go to my lodge and get my breakfast; after that I
attend to the wheel, while the other turnkey breakfasts. At nine the men are taken off and
get their breakfasts. We serve out two Ibs. of bread in the morning ; they eat it as they
please. The turnkeys remain in the passages to prevent them from talking. From half past
nine they wait till one—are allowed half an hour for dinner—go on mill again till half past
four, and from then they remain in the day-rooms until a little before six, when they arelocked
We then walk in the passages to hinder them from talking. The tread-wheel is some-
times left without an officer for a short time ; it is impossible to stay there all the day in the
cold. The prisoners complain of the shortness of the diet; many of them eat all their bread
by dinner. The prisoners still go outside the walls with an officer. The greatest number I
recollect at one time has been five, cutting the dandelions to improve the grass ; at other
times one or two, and occasionally three. One man, a felon, takes care of the keeper’s horse,
and is in the keeper’s kitchen; he is at work doing jobs there after the rest are locked up,
sometimes till nine o’clock, and sometimes later, when the keeper has been to Sleaford. The
latest hours to which this prisoner has been up have been one or two o’clock in the morning.
This has happened three or four times since I have been here. On these occasions we loc
him in the kitchen. —, a female prisoner for a misdemeanour in service, has been in the
kitchen at the same time with the male prisoner. I have seen this female in the house
at seven, after the others were locked up. I have been here since last April” Another
turnkey states: I reside in the prison near the men. The tobacco pipes in the room are mine.
" The sweeper, a prisoner, comes into my room to sweep it. I have not missed either tobacco
or pipes. I do not think I shall be able to stand the watching at the mill, it is so cold. I
bave only been appointed six weeks. I go to bed at 10. The prisoner who is in the
keeper’s house sleeps in the large infirmary. I am gone to bed some time before he goes.
The keeper is sometimes very late in coming home from Sleaford. I have known the pri-
soner to have sat up as late as 12 o'clock twice during the last five weeks, he then goes
to attend to the keeper's horse outside the prison; I have been outside the walls with two
Pprisoners, cleaning the moat. The men for trial leave their clothes below in the day rooms,
and their beds are made for them.”
Under the head of health, the surgeon states :—¢ The diet is insufficient for long terms.
I should think another meat day would be an improvement. Cases of scurvy occur here, which
is a very rare disease in this county ; I attribute the number of cases of debility noted in my
journal entirely to the diet. I have occasionally said to the keeper, You may take such and
such men outside who were suffering from debility and scurvy. It is a very curious circum-
stance that the females seldom or ever suffer here from: debiﬁty. I do not see the prisoners
twice every week, nor every prisoner before he is elassed.” The average number of prisoners
during the year 1838 was 34; cases of debility noted in the surgeon’s journal, in the year
1839, the average numbers were 29 ; cases of debility, 17. The amount paid for prison diet
for 1839, was 2311. 9s. 61d. FExtra allowance by order of the surgeon, 15¢. 0s. 10d.

Eztracts from Surgeon’s Journal.

“ November 10, 1887.—~Mary B————— has been an opium taker for the last ten years ; she is now,
owing to its having been discontinued, unable to eat, drink, or sleep : ordered to take a little, and
gradually lessen the dose. . ‘

“ March 15, 1839.—J. M in a state of stupor; 1 ». M., still insensible; the powers of life
se¢m to be gradually declining. Motions pass off involuntarily ; half past 5 p. M., seems: sinking ;

he is totally insensible to all external attentions. Two men may sit up with him for the night, for-

which the governor may allow each bread and cheese and a pint of ale.

“ M. , aged 44 years, was found in his cell this morning by the turnkey in a state of insen-
sibility. 1 saw him early, and found him insensible and slightly convulsed; prescribed for him at
10 o, ». [ again saw him, he continuing much the same ; he is comfortably lodged in the infirmary;
wp to last night he was in his'day ward, and was prescribed for and dieted as a case of debility.

“ Satarday, March 10.—N. died' this morning, quarter before  , of an-attack of serousapo-
plexy. Dixon and the governor were with the patient when he died. His friends at O were
made acquainted with his situation, from whom he received two visits,

“ Friday, 19th July.—Early in the morning, about 5 o’clock the 19th, R diedin his sleeping-
cell ; he has been for some time ailing, and has had sich allowances as ale, meat, and broth. He was
at all times a weakly, imbecile person, and supposed by some, who'’knew him well, to be a semi-insane
rerson. He seems to have laboured under a chest affection, for, on the 18th of January, he first came
on the sick list. He remained out ef gaol &« month, when he was again recommitted.”
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RerurN of Deaths in Her Majesty’s Gaol, Folkingham, Lincolnshire, from Michaelmas, 1838, to_Michaelmas, 1839.
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No. | Names. Disease, When committed. | Date of their deaths.| , Imprisonment. Remarks.
Mths. Days.

1[J. M.. Serous apoplexy | 27 November | 16 March, . | 8 20 | A convicted felon, and sen-
tenced to three months
hard labour.

2| R.B.. Chest affection | 21 March. , [ 19 July , .| 4 o+ | He was also the subject of a

' cancerous affection of the
lower jaw; he was sen-
tenced to six months hard
labour,

IL. The present chaplain has only been appointed a few weeks; he resides four miles distant -

from the prison. He states he has as yet confined himself to the performance of the same
duties as his predecessors. He has caused all the prisoners to be assembled in the chapel
three times a-week for divine service, including Sundays ; and he afterwards occasionally
visited them in their wards, distributing books among them, and making such remarks as
seemed best suited to their several cases and characters. No attempt has yet been made to
instruct the prisoners.

The labour to which the male prisoners are subjected is the tread-wheel and picking coir ;
they are also employed in whitewashing the prison, and other internal work. Both officers
and prisoners at the tread-wheel are much exposed from the want of shelter from the weather.
The females work for the prisoners and pick coir. During the winter months the intervals
of labour between meals are restricted to half an hour. .

I examined the books ; the keeper makes no entry in a journal of the occurrences which
take place in the prison. I conceive it highly necessary he should do so, and be enjoined to be
most minute in so doing. I recommend to the magistrates an increase in the diet to prisoners
for long terms, also that the bread should be served out in portions twice or thrice a-day. I
consider that the interval of half an hour is too short for dinner, looking at the debility which is
prevalent among the males, and observing that it does not extend to the other sex, and therefore
perhaps in some degree attributable to the combined causes of the low diet and hard labour.
I recommend that the surgeon should be directed to comply with the gaol acts, and examine
every prisoner before he is classed, and also see every prisoner twice during the week. Also that
prayers should, in conformity with the provisions of the gaol acts, be read every morning by the
chaplain, the keeper, or some other person, as appointed. That the chaplain should frequently
visit the prisoners in their wards, and have individual conversation with them, and that he
enter in his journal full particulars of the same, together with any observations as to the effect
of the discipline upon the prisoners. That a supply of books and tracts be provided, and that
under his direction some competent person be appointed to instruct the prisoners, particularly
those committed for trial, or not sentenced to hard labour. The Sundays migEt be more
directly devoted to the teaching of the convicted. I consider the absence of the keeper every
Monday to attend the petty sessions at Sleaford, as the source of great irregularity, a prisoner
being kept up not unfrequently till the middle of the night to attend to his horse, outside the
prison, on his return. The employment of prisoners in any shape outside the walls of the
prison, as is occasionally the case, I conceive to be improper and dangerous. I recom-
mend that there should be gaol clothing for the whole of the prisoners ; it is requisite to health
and cleanliness, and prevents the introduction of improper articles into the prison. I consider
the frequent visits of the visiting justices to this establishment would be beneficial.

Since my inspection I have received the following communication from the justices :—

¢¢ Sir,  Willoughby House, Grantham, 10th December, 1839.

“The Clerk of the Peace has laid before me and other visiting magistrates for the parts of Kes=
teven, your Report of the 28d Noverber last, relative to the state of the house of correction at Fal-
kingham, and I am instructed to answer the Report as follows :—

¢ The surgeon will be immediately consulted, and his advice taken in order to ascertain what diet
is necessary, and whatever he recommends will be adopted.

‘ The food to prisoners is ordered to be given twice in the day.

¢ The prisoners will not be allowed to leave the gaol in future.

¢ It appears to the visiting magistrates indispensable for the keeper of the house of correction to
attend the petty sessions with prisoners, as often as occasion requires : and it rarely happens that any
case occurs to keep him past three o’clock, and he ought not to be out later than five in the evening,
and he is now warned to be at home early.

‘ The visiting justices see no objection to female prisoners assisting to cook or doing any drudgery
in the prison, but when the law forbids it, a servant must be provided for the purpose.

‘ Prayers and a sermon on Sundays, and in addition prayers twice in the week being read to the
prisoners by a clergyman of the Church of England, The visiting justices do not consider that the
gaoler’s reading prayers, in the manner pointed out by the Report, would be attended with any
beuneficial effects, and therefore they do not think it necessary to direct the gaoler to perform this
ceremony.

*“'The chaplain is directed to keep a book, and remark on any occurrences that take place.

‘“'The surgeon shall have directions to see and examine each prisoner, immediately on his entering
the prison.

*“ It does not appear to the visiting justices that the work has been oppressive on the wheel, but if
the surgeon. suggests any alteration in the time, his directions shall be attended to.

I have the honour to be, Sir, your most obedient humble servant,
¢ Captain Williams, Inspector of Prisons.” CHARLES ALLIX,
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. . . . NORTHERN AND
I have very great satisfaction in reporting a considerable amendment in the state of this Ersrern Disrmicr.

prison. The wards were extremely clean, the bedding and furniture neatly arranged, and

every part of the establishment exhibited marks of increased attention and care. Se Reports on
The prisoners were classed and distributed in the following manner :— parate Prisons,
No. 1 Day-1:oom.—-For trial at sessions. Cit:"i(":ﬁlln;n 1
G. H,, stealing plank. House of Cor-
J. T., refractory pauper. rection,

No. 2 Day-room.— Convicted of felony at sessions.
J. W, stealing from a warehouse. Six months’ imprisonment with hard labour,

J. S., robbing his employer. Six months’ imprisonment with hard labour.;
G. R., stealing lead. Twelve months’ imprisonment with hard labour.

No. 3 Day-room.

G. J., stealing a watch. Six months’ imprisonment with hard labour.
J. P., stealing saucepans. Six mouths’ imprisonment with hard labeur,

Females convicted at sessions.
A. L., stealing a trunk. Six months’ imprisonment with hard labour.

L. W., robbing in a house of ill fame. Ten years’ transportation.
A. B, stealing shoes. One month’s imprisonment with hard labour.

~ Sick tn Separate Cell.
T. S., stealing handkerchiefs (second conviction). Seven years’ transportation.

The personal cleanliness of the prisoners has been provided for ; they are now furnished
with soap, towels, and complete clothing.

A cook-house has been erected for cooking the prisoners’ food, and a dietary established on
the following scale :—

Breakfast, 1 pint of oatmeal gruel ; dinner, four days, % lb. of boiled meat without bone;
the other three days of the week, soup made from ‘the liquor in which the meat was boiled,
thickened with oatmeal; bread, 1} b, daily. The gruel is made in the proportion of one
pint of oatmeal to six of water.

I am of opinion that this diet is too abundant, particularly for prisoners sent for short terms ;
and I find the following entries in the keeper's journal corroborative of this being the fact :—

¢ Sept. 3, 1839.—1} Ib. of bread not consumed in No. 7 ward, where there are three women.
¢ Sept. 4.—1} Ib. of bread not consumned in No. 7 ward.” ’

The keeper states, that whenever he finds the food lying unconsumed in a ward, he sus-
pends the issue of the next day’s allowance until the former is-eaten. The turnkey cooks the
prisoners’ food.

The remuneration allowed the surgeom is 25.. a-year for attendance and medicines. He
sees all the prisoners twice during the week, and the sick as often as necessary ; he examines
all prisoners before they are classed. He states, * I am much inconvenienced for the want of
an infirmary. There has been no epidemical disease, nor a single death. The prisoners are
very subject to constipated bowels; and the addition of a small quantity of vegetables to the
present diet would, I think, be beneficial. After being here for a few months, | am satisfied
the prisoners suffer in health, which I attribute to the want of ventilation and the monotony of
the diet.” )

RETURN of Sick Prisoners in the City Gaol, Lincoln, November 8, 1839,

, enlargement of the integuments of the knee.
T. S. (convict), chronic disease of the ancle.*

The number of prisoners under. medical treatment from Michaelmas, 1837, to Michaelmas,
1838, was 66, 10 of which were cases of itch ;. from 1838 to 1839, 40, of which 7 were cases
of itch.

The surgeon’s jourmal contains entries of the treatment of the sick, and occurrences connected
with the performance of his duties. I make the following extracts :—

“Nov. 12, 1838.—Two o’clock afternoon. Examined ;two men who have been this morning
brought from the lock-up, and are both suffering from extreme cold, having had nothing to lie upon
except the bare boards. To go to bed, and have a pleutiful supply of gruel and hot bread and milk.

“ Feb. 5, 1839.— made an attempt to cut his throat; he has made two incisions across his
throat, but to no dangerous extent. He has never had any apprehension of insanity, and answers my
questions now clearly. It will be necessary to have some one with him, that he may be narrowly
watched.—Yeven o’clock. Has greater symptoms of inflammation of the trachea ; have further exa-
mined the wound, and find it is nearly into the tracheea,

“ Feb. 8.— is doing well.”

The chaplain receives a salary of 25/., and performs divine service and preaches a sermon
once on the Sabbath, reads prayers on Wednesdays, and visits the prisoners generally twice
a-week, or oftener, as circumstances may require. He always sees prisoners in solitary con-
finement. He states, « I have been chaplain for 11 years; the prison is so much improved

* The last prisoner was discharged from the prison six months ago, and during his former stay attempted suicide. He
was sent {rom this prison into the county hospitul, und two or three days after being discharged from thence, committed
the theft for which he is undersentence of trausportation, and is not in a condition to be removed.
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as to be scarcely recognizable as the same place. The number of juvenile prisoners are but
few. The male prisoner now under sentence of transportation can read, but very imperfectly ;
from his own account, he seems to have had a distaste for it throughout his life.”

Extracts from Chaplain’s Jousnal.

« April 26, 1838.—Spent upwards of an hour with the prisoners generally; the number increased
to 17 by the committal of a boy named » who, after being six years in the national school, says
he cannot read at all distinctly or fluently.

“ acknowledges that he has been in the habit of attending public-houses, especially the s
on a Sunday afternoon.
o * flatters himself that no one saw him put the poison in the kettle, and consequently he is

secure ; hence arises, I imagine, his indifference.

« December’ 11.—Visited this morning most of the prisoners, and not agreeably surprised to find
an old acquaintance, , once more returned, making his fourth appearance this year, chiefly for
drunken quarrels.

“Jan. 19.—Visited several of the prisoners,among whom the woman ; though she can repeat
the Belief, would have fain persuaded me that she knew not what it was to bea Christian.

« Jan. 24,—Visited this morning. Had a long conversation with the woman , who seems
indisposed to discourse upon spiritual matters, and feigns ignorance of what, there is no doubt, she is
tolerably well acquainted.”

No regular system of instructing the prisoners is pursued ; the keeper and matron, however,
occasionally teach the boys and females to read, and the prisoners are supplied with Bibles,
Prayer-books, and the requisites for elementary instruction.

Since my last visit a regular set of prison books have been introduced, including keeper's,
chaplain’s, and surgeon’s journals, debtors’ register, prisoners’ property, disbursement, and
provision book ; the entries in which have been regularly made to the present time.

The provisions are supplied by contract. I4nspected the articles of food, which, with the
exception of the oatmeal, were of good and wholesome quality.

Abstract of Expenditure from September, 1838, to September, 1839.

£ s d
Prisondiet « « + o « o « o« o « o o122 6 6
C]Othing . . - - . . . . . . . . . 10 15 T
Bedding . . . . . e o « s o o o lo1811
StraWw . . .+ . + .+ s e s+ e+ e o o 3 00
Extra allowances, by order of thesurgeon . . . 01511
Wine . - . . . . . . . . . . . . o010
Fuel. . ¢« + o o« « & . . « . 30 8 0
Soap . . . . . . . . - - . . - 3 ]2 2
Candles, oil, and gas . e o o 14 111

Stationery . . o . . .

6
Salaries . . . . .« o . e +« o+« « <190 0 O
Removing transported convicts, which is or will be re-
paid by the Treasury . . o« o . . . o 4715 6
Sundries « « o ¢« ¢ « @ o ¢ o o o o 74 8 4
4
4
8

509 7
Repairs to the gaol, not included in the above. . . 38 0

Total . . . £547 7

Present Establishment and Salaries.

: £ s d
Keeper o . o+ , Salary . . 8 0 0

Brushes. . 5 0 0 £, s d.

—_— 90 0 O

Chaplain e o o . . . . . . . . 25 0 O
Surgeon . ¢« ¢ ¢ ¢ o ¢ o o . . 250 0
Turnkey, with a daily ration « . . . « . 40 0 0
Matron . . . ¢ + ¢ ¢ &« « « o« o 100 0

The number of punishments for offences within the prison from Michaelmas, 1838, to
Michaelmas, 1839, was 40 ; all stoppages of food.

I have, in a former Report, described the faulty, construction of this prison, and the impossi-
bility of preventing communication between all classes and both sexes of prisoners as long as it
remains in its present form. The present keeper, a most active and vigilant officer, finds this
to be the case. There is but one day and one sleeping-room allotted for all classes of females,
including debtors. The women are employed in knitting or in washing for the prisoners.
The matron says, «“There are no means of separating the unhealthy or unfilthy women from
the others ; there was one who remained five days in bed under treatment for filth in the same
room with them ; they complained of it very much. Sick women have also been there for
several days ; we had 13 women on one occasion, and 10 or 11 several times. Out of the 13,
nine were for trial; we had six for trial at the last sessions; debtors untried and convicted are
all together. I recommend most earnestly to the magistrates and municipal authorities the
immediate consideration of the most effective and readiest means of providing the separate ac-
commodation insisted upon by Act of Parliament for these distinct classes of prisoners.

* Any reference to or question of the guilt of a prisoner previous to his trial, I consider to be improper.
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Debtors and prisoners for trial have both a moral and legal right to object to being associated
with those convicted of crime. ‘

I find that great irregularity arises from the visits of strangers to the convicted prisoners not
being subject to the usual salutary restrictions; they are allowed once a-week, betwveen the
hours: of ten and twelve and two and fonr, to see any person who may choose to call for the

se, and may do so on any other day of the week by a magistrate’s order. The keeper
states, * that in nine cases out of ten, visitors come for the mere gratification of curiosity, and
not unfrequently for improper purposes. Four women came at different times to see the man
now under sentence of transportation, and they inquired for him at the gate by four different
names.” ‘The matron states, “This afternoon two women of the town came to see the female
convict ; two had previously been admitted, and a third is now requesting admission.”

I recommend that the tread-wheel be divided into compartments for separate labour. I
consider the addition of another male officer to the establishment as indispensable in carrying
on the ordinary duties of the prison ; in that case something like effective supervision might be
established over the prisoners at the wheel ; and he should be qualified to act as schoolmaster,
and be engaged iu the instruction of the prisoners, under the direction of the chaplain. It ap-
pears to me essential that divine service should be performed twice on the Sabbath; the

ater portion of that day is now spent in idleness and contaminating intercourse. The want
of a cell for refractory prisoners is much felt ; it is indispensable for the maintenance of order,
and something of the sort must be provided, if only of a temporary nature. I again recom-
mend the defective construction of this prison and its inadequacy to give effect to the rules
and regulations prescribed by Act of Parliament, to the serious consideration of the municipal
authorities.

GriMsBY BorougH GaoL.

This prison was clean and without a prisoner on the day of inspection. It remains in pre-
cisely the same state as when last visitedx.) The accommodation for debtors is very indifferent,
and particularly so for females, whom it would be difficult to extricate in case of accident
from fire, to which the buildings, from their materials, are exposed.

A Rerurn of the Number of Prisoners, distinguishing Males from Pemales, and Debtors from thase
on Criminal Charge, who have passed through the Borough Gaol at Grimsby from October, 1837,
to October, 1838, and from October, 1838, to October, 1839,

Total
in each
Year,
On criminal charges and misdemeanours, from October, 1837, to
October, 1838—
Males ¢« o o @ . e o o ¢« o . . 66
Females ¢« ¢« o o o ¢ o ¢ @ o o o 9
— 75
Debtors—
Males . . . o o . . . . . . . . 8
Females . . . . . 0 . . . . . - 2
— 10
— 85
* On criminal charges and_misdemeanours, from October, 1838, to
October, 1839—
.MGIES . . - Y . . . . . . . . « 44
Females . ¢« o o o o o o o & o o 9
— 58
Debtors—
Males . . . . . . . e« o e s o . 8
Females . . . . . . . . . . . . oo
- 8
— 61
Total numberinthe twoyears « o « -0 o 146

GRANTHAM.—BoroucH GaoL AND House or CORRECTION.

This small prison was clean and orderly at the period of my visit. The prisoners confined
there at the time were,

Males. - *

1. M. D., age 18, sentenced to one year’s imprisonment.
2. T. R,, 15 days,
3. J. B, one month,

. ~ Female.
4. F. C,, age 18. stealing from her mistress, sentenced to one year's imprisonment.

I regret to state that no attempt has yet been made by the municipal authorities to afford
the consolations of religion to the inmates of this prison. ~No minister ever enters within the

-~

} Summary convictions.
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walls ; nor even is this lamentable deficiency ever attempted to be supplied by the keeper
reading the prayers of the Established Church. Upon questioning the female prisoner, a
servant girl, who had been confined there for a year, she stated that, although very desirous of
having the attentions of a clergyman, she had never seen one during the whole term of her
imprisonment, or even had the offer made her of being read to by any individual from the
scriptures. Ry

The female prisoners are employed in washing and mending ; the males sentenced to hard
labour are worked upon the tread-wheel, but as they are left, during a great portion of the
time, without any other supervision than the wife of one of the officers, the labour is but
nominal ; indeed they furnish evidence of its being so by employing themselves while so
engaged in cutting their names and defacing the woodwork. The turnkeys, two in number,
are police officers in the borough, and are so engaged in attending to their duties without the
Pprison, as to be of little use within,

The keeper is allowed 6d. a-day for the maintenance of the untried, and 4d. for the con-
victed; for this, he states that he provides each convicted prisoner with 11b, of bread daily,
half a peck of potatoes, 1} lb. of meat, five pennyworth of oatmeal and salt weekly, and that
he increases the quantity to the untried in proportion to the allowance. The prisoners cook
their own food. :

One escape was effected by a prisoner sentenced to a year’s imprisonment, occasioned by
the dangerous practice, alluded to in a former report, of permittini‘ the prisoners to fetch ,
water from without the prison. This is now done by the officers. The practice of ironing
refractory prisoners to the bull-ring has been discontinued. The books are very imperfectly
kept. This prison is wholly unfit for the purposes of corrective discipline, the confinement
within the walls is the only restraint ; and looking at the continual intercourse and idleness
which prevails, and the absence of any attempt to awaken the inmates to a moral or religious
sense, it is impossible to come to any other conclusion but that vice is much more likely to be
fostered than checked by imprisonment here. I recommend the authorities, as bound by
law, to appoint a chaplain; to contract with the magistrates for the division of Kesteven for
the lodgment of all convicted prisoners in the House of Correction at Falkingham, and to
cause a set of rules and regulations to be drawn up for the government of the prison. A
great inconvenience also results from there being no supply of water.

Upon representing the indifferent state of this gaol to the municipal authorities, it was stated
that they labour under peculiar disadvantages; that the borough as now constituted con-
tains only a population of 5,000, and is unable to support t?le expenses of an efficient
separate jurisdiction ; that the intention was to extend the boundary to the adjoining and
intersecting townships of Little Gonersby and Spital Gate, with a population of 4,000; but,
from the circumstance of the Boundary Act not having passed the Legislature, this desirable

Jjunction has not been effected.

RETURN of Prisoners who passed through Grantham Gaolin the Year ending Michaelmnas, 1838, and
the Number tried at each Borough Sessiqns during the same period.
Males. Females.

Total prisoners s - « o+ « - o« . . o 13 5
Of these there were, on summary conviction . 9 .o
6 5
Of these were tried—
At Michaelmas sessions « .« « 2 oo
At Christmas sessions. . « . .+ « .. ..
At Easter sessions. « o o o o o . .o
At Midsummer: . o« o+ o o . . 8 4
5 4
A'. a’sizes e o’ o o . e o 8+ e 1 1
6 5

Yiké Réturh for the year ending Michaelmas, 1839.
Males. Females.

Total prisonel's . . « o e o o . . 22
On summary conviction , , ¢ o o o 10

12

'a-l.nco

Of these were tried—
At Michaelmas sessions

. [] L ) . ® (X
At Christmas sessions. . o« o o o
At Eastersessions. « o+ o o o o

. » L[] [ ] L]

At Midsummer sessions

Atassizes s o o o+ o o % o @

|§|w5|ww»~
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The buildings adjoining the prison, and occupied as a vagrant-house, under the charge of II.
the keeper, are now appropriated as a lock-up. The following prisoners were in custody Norruern AND
there on the day of inspection :— Eastern Disrricr.
W. H., age 14, suspicion of felony; Reports
R. S., age 17, ditto ; y Sepm‘:: Igr?:lom.
J. 0, age 14, disorderly. ' ——
These prisoners were separate from each other. Boroﬁ‘g‘;‘mé‘:'g{ and
House of Cor-
rection,

STAMFORD.—BoroucH GAOL AND House or CorRrEecTION.
Inspected this prison, and found it generally clean and orderly.

ReTurN of Prisoners in Stamford Gaol and Houge of Correction, when inspected November

25, 1839.
Name. ”‘;"J:‘ﬁ:‘g;&;?f h Offences. Terms of Imprilonment,.&c.
MaAvLEs. _
E.B. . . |Alone. . . | Embezzlement . . . 12 calendar months’ imprison-
ment, and hard labour.
W.F. . . |Dito . . . | Receiving stolen goods . 18 months ditto.
L.R. . . |Ditto . . . | Violentassault and cutting| 7 months ditto.
constable,
W.B. . . |Dito . . . | Assault,wantofbail. . | For trial.
E.C. . Stealing iron. . . . 6 nonths’ imprisonment, and
Together . . hard labour.
JLo . . Embezzlement . . . 2 months ditto.
PC . . }Ditto { Assault on constable, . 1 month ditto. !
PG . . * : Ditto. . . . . . Ditto ditto.
F.E. . . Stealing various goods . | Acquitted on the ground of
Ditto . . . insanity.®
C.K. . . Stealing a great coat . | For triul.
J.J. . v o { Stealing two books . . |.Ditto.
C.W. . o -« }| Assault with intent to rob | Ditto.
FeMALE.
Night and Day in . 2 calendar months’ imprison-
E-M. . . {\Vomen’s Ward } Unlawful pawning . . { ment, and hard labour.
Total 12 males, 1 female.

There has been no death since my last visit; a surgeon attends when required, but does
net inspect the prisoners as required by the Gaol Acts. There is no chaplain, or any attempt
made to instruct the prisoners beyond providing the wards with books. No matron or other
female appointed to attend upon the female prisoners; the keeper’s wife does so generally,
but the turnkey is permitted to do so occasionally. The prisoners remain in the day-rooms
till eight o’clock in the evening. There is no gaol clothinﬁ. The prisonersare allowed 6d.
daily to expend in provisions, which they cook for themselves. The turnkey goes rourd in
the morning, and takes down on a slate what each reqpuires ; and the articles are purchased
in the town. The turnkey does not reside in the prison. The keeper’s books are very well
kept. I make the following extracts from his journal :— .

¢ April 23, 1838.—R. M., for climbing on top of the lobby in the gaol yard, and using bad
language ; put into solitary confinement on bread and water only.

¢ May 20.—The division doors. of the wards left unlocked by the turnkey. I saw G. go through.

* May 21.—On remonstrating with G., he gave in a statement of several irregularities in the
turnkey’s conduct. On Tuesday 1} pint of rum had been thrown over the wall to the prisoners,
while the turnkey was in the yard, and he did not report the circumstance. When the prisoners were
locked in the day-room of that yard in the evening before going to bed, they were very noisy. G.
says they went to bed drunk, and he told the turnkey they were so; but he never reported it. The
turnkey says he never saw the rum. G. says the turnkey has brought him in a book with more than
200 blank leaves in it with a pencil to make notes, and has taken and brought him notes without
reporting them. The turnkey admitted taking in the book. The foregoing reported to the magis-
trates, and the turnkey ordered to be paid off.

¢ On a representation from the prisoners that 4d. per day was too small an allowance of provi-
sions, the magistrates, having taken the matter into consideration, ordered an increase of 1d. per day.

“ November 24.—Prisoners’ allowance increased to 6d. per day by order of the magistrates.

¢ Sunday, January 6, 1839.—E. B., a misdemeanant, found in felous’ day room, having got over
the division wall ; shut in solitary confinement until bed-time.

® This man’s malady appears to be very trifling ; he is quite harmless, and has manifested no symptums of insanity
during his confi t is delusion was the imagining himself authorized to take posscssion of the pulpits in the
churches, which he did,
2. H
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« March 19.—C. K., for assaulting A. W., put in solitary confinement two days.

¢ March 30.—A. W., for getting over division wall, two days’ solitary confinement.

« April 28.—C. K. and J. C,, for getting over division wall into misdemeanants’ yard, put inta
close confinement.”

The turnkey says, “ We put two men to the crank-wheel at a time; they are on for an
hour, and then go to the day room ; then we put on two more, and go through the whole
number. It takes me an hour every day to purchase the provisions they want. Sometimes
two or three of them mess together. They are compelled to spend the whole amount of the
allowance daily. They go to the crank as soon as they have washed in the morning. They
get up at eight o’clock in the winter.” The keeper says, “ The untried apd the convicted must
necessarily, on some occasions, be together for want of proper accommodation. There is but
one room for all classes of females; we had on ene cecasion five, and were compelled so to
place them that they could not fail of communicating with the male prisoners. We are
obliged to sleep the prisoners two in a bed from not being supplied with bedsteads. The
number of prisoners is much on the increase, which, among other causes, I attribute to the
establishment of a more effective police. On the 11th of October, 1838, there were one
female and three male prisoners; on the 11th of October, 1839, the numbers were, females
one, males 13 ; showing an increase of ten.”

The corporation of Stamford had a grant of a gaol, &c., by charter, 21st Edward IV., and
the present prison was rebuilt in 1821, at an expense of 3,000/. The elevation consists of
three stories, divided iuto 16 apartments, four on a floor ; the end rooms on each floor above
the ground floor are 11 ft. 8 in. by 9 ft. ; the others 10 ft. 4 in. by 8 ft. 9 in. The four rooms
on the ground floor, or day rooms, are each 11 ft. 8 in. by 9 ft. There are three yards, one
for females, 25 ft. 8 in. by 21 ft. 6 in. ; one 30 ft. 9 in. by 16 ft. 6 in.; the other 46 ft. 6 in.
by 22 ft. On part of the east, and part of the north, the prison adjoins a house, garden, and
premises in the tenure of Miss Low, belonging to the Marquis of Exeter. On other parts, on
the east and south, it adjoins a yard, &c., occupied by Messrs. Hurst, common carriers, also
belonging to the Marqurs of Exeter. On part of the west is a building, part of the last-
mentioned premises ; and on the remaining parts of the west and north by the town-hall, &c.,
a part of which comprises the house of the keeper. The limited area and inconvenient con-
struction of this prison render it wholly inadequate to carry into effect the regulations pre-
scribed by the Gaol Acts. The fast increasing number of prisoners will compel the municipal
authorities to provide further accommodation ; and I am of opinion that it would be preferable
to build a new gaol or house of correction upon a more convenient site. Looking at the
idleness, want of order, and vicious intercourse which are allowed to prevail in this prison,
unmitigated even by the performance of Divine worship on the Sabbath, I have no hesitation
in saying, that imprisonment there can only tend to make bad men worse.

I have conferred with the mayor and magistrates, and recommended to them the appoint-
ment of a chaplain, and other measures to bring this prison somewhat more in eonformity
with legislative provisions. [ have also endeavoured to impress them with the necessity for *
taking some further steps for its permanent improvement.

Borouven Porice Lock-ups.—STAMFORD.

There are two small lock-ups and station-houses used by the police; one is situated in the
Market-place, the other in St. Martin’s.

The lock-up in the Market-place consists of two cells and a room for the police. The cell
for males is 11 ft. 6 in. by 8 ft., and 9 ft. 10 in. high; the one for females is 10 ft. 6 in. by
8 ft., and 8 ft. 9 in. high; the room for the police, Feading to the men’s cell, is 11 ft. 6 in. by
8 ft., and 9 ft.'10 in. high; they are all on the ground floor. The cell appropriated for
male prisoners is dark, wanting in ventilation, and most offensive, from its vicinity to a sewer,
and I consider it most unfit for the tonfinement of human beings, however temporary their
detention. Three boys were in custody in one apartment, and a fourth in the other, at the
time of my visit. The tireates,t number of prisoners coufined here at one time during 1839,
were six males and three females; and the total during the year, males 168, females
39. The lock-up at St. Martin’s consists of a room for the police, and one cell on the ground
floor 11 ft. by 7 . 6 in., and 7 ft. 3 in. high. The accommodation here is but indifferent;
the prisoners, especially the females, can communicate with persons in the street. The

eatest number of prisoners confined here at one time, in 1839, were males 3, females 2;
the total during the year, males 19, females 7. Neither of these lock-ups were so clean
as they ought to have been. The superintendent of police states, « That the smell from the
privy and sewer in the High-street station-house and lock-up is most dreadful. The

-usual average number of prisoners in custody on a Monday morning is about three. The

prisoners while in custody are subsisted at the rate of 5d. a-day. ‘That erime is increasi‘x
in the town, and principally in lads between 16 and 17 years of age. That the borough g
and house of correction do not deter offenders. That the greatest number of prisoners in cus-
tody are at the times the fairs are holden.”

lyhave previously stated that T consider the High-street lock-up and station-house, in its
present condition, as unfit for occupation; and I strongly recommend its removal or improve-
ment to the municipal authorities.
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Beverley.
I visited this prison on the 13th of November, and subsequent day. I annex a return of  House of Cor-
the number and employment of the prisoners confined there at the time. r;c‘t;gxhll‘znl- Jge

A Rxruan of the Offences, Number, and Employment of Prisoners in custody in the House of
Correction at Beverley, on the 14th of November, 1839.

MALES.
Offence. Number | Distribution and Employ- Numsber Name. Employment.
Custody. ment. ployed.
Felons for Trial . . 4 | Treadmill . . . .| 22 | Johnson H. Sweeper. .
Misdemeanants, ditto .- | Breaking chalk stone . 1 | William S. .| Attending the mill
Felons convicted at | 19 | Oakum making . .| 22 and supplying it
Sessions. ' Sweeper . . . . . 1 with chulk stone.
Misdemennants ditto . 9 | Supplyingthe mill with 1
Ditto summarily con- 5 chalk stone.
victed. 2 | Hospital . . . . 2
Game Laws . . .| .. | In solitary cells for 1
Bastardy . . . . prison offences.
Vagrants . . .| 14 | Pumping . . . 1
Deserters . . . .| .. | Joiner. . . . . 1
Re-examination . .| .. | Receivingcells. . . 1
Total. . .| 53 53
FEMALES.
Felons fortrial . .| 5 (Sewing. . . . .| 4 | FramoesF..{| Cook. _
Ditto, oconvicted at 2 | Oakum making . .| 6 | Sersh B. .| Diuo and sweeper
Sessions. Knitting . . . . 4
Misdemeanants sum- | .. | Cooks and sweeper . 2
marily convicted.
Vagrants . . . . 9
Re-examination . .| ..
Total . . .| 16 16
- _ Nore.—The well which supplies water for the purpose of making whiting was usder repair ; otherwise 18 of the
prisoners returned as all employed in making oakum would have been on the tread-mill.
Two male felons for triul were Jocked up in their sleeping cells at the time the Inspector visited the prison,
workmen being eagaged in alteriag the room where they are usually employed.

Every part of the establishment was in most excellent order on the day of inspection. The
wards, bedding, and persons of the prisoners were clean and neat. Since my last inspection,
various alterations have been made 1n the discipline and buildings, and others were still in
progress, for the purpose of conforming to the provisions of the recent Act for the better
ordering of prisons. The cells for refractory prisoners have been much improved ; the damp
formerly noticed has been obviated by boarding and raising the floors ; and a better ventila-
tion has been obtained. Reception cells and a bath-room have also been provided. 1In the
mess-rooms the benches have been placed laterally, and upon an inclined plane, by which
additional facility is given for inspection. One of the mess-rooms is being divided, for the
purpose of separating the untried from those convicted, but not sentenced to hard labour.

The female prisoners have been removed from their former inconvenient situation to one of
the wings of the new prison; the matron and under-matron are also provided with apart-
ments there. A stove and pipes for heating the cells on one side of the wing with hot water
have been erected, but not with the desired result. I found the thermometer standing
at 68° near the stove in the lower story, while in the upper one the heat was scarcely
perceptible.

Among other improvements, I find that clothing has been provided for every prisoner on
committal; that the practice of putting females to labour on the wheel has been discon-
tinued ; that the surgeon sees all prisoners twice every week, and before they are classed :
the schoolmaster’s instruction has been extended to all classes, and the females completely
secluded from the male prisoners. The cooking for the prisoners is done by the women :

H 2
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who place the messes outside their ward, always accompanied by the matron, and which are
not allowed to be taken away until they have retired to their part of the building.

Several changes have taken place in the officers of the establishmeut, of which the most
important is the appointment of a new governor, occasioned by the decease of the former.
The present governor was one of the principal officers in the house of correction at Wakefield,
and a more proper selection could scarcely have been made.

A Rerurn of the Officers of the House of Correction at Beverley, April 27, 1840.

Name. Age. Office. Date :"l‘; :l ppoiut- | galary, Emolument.
: £. s d

Thomas Shepherd . .| 26 | Governor. . . . | January, 1838 250 0 O | £5 per cent on the sum
collected for the sale of
whiting, which for the year
ending Michaelmas 1839,
amounted to £21. 15s.
7.d. Residence, coals,

' gurden and field.

The Rev. W. Hildyard .| 49 | Chaplain . . - .| July, 1820, . 100 0 O | None.

Thomas Sandwich . .| 48 | Surgeon . . s *80 0 O | Ditto.

Robert Hickson Cass .| 21 | Schoolmaster . . .| October, 1839.| 20 0 0 | Ditto.

Mary Ann Cartwright . | 56 | Matron. . . | January, 1528 | 36 4 0 | House and coals.

Sarah Pearson . + .| 49 | Assistant matron . .| Nov., 1839. . . Ditto. This person is en-

* gaged as an occasional as-

sistant at the rate of 10s.
per week.

Christopher Greensides. | 26 | Turnkey . . . .| April,1838% .| 60 0 0 House and coals.

Abraham Lockham . .| 44 | Ditto . . . .| January, 1821 | 54 12 0 | Ditto.

Robert Ward . . .| 25| Watchman. . . .| Nov,1839. .| 54 12 0 | None.

Mark Pounder .| 26 | Ditto . . . January, 1840 | 54 12 0 | Ditto.

Francis Greensides . .| 28 | Guardor monitor. .| July, 1839, .| 52 0 0 | Ditto.

Earlsman Duncan . .| 46 | Ditto, and chapel clerk | Nov., 1837 .| 58 0 0 | Ditto.

* Medicines included in the Surgeon’s salary.
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The routine of the discipline, as at present established for the different classes of prisoners,
is as follows :—

Convicted.—The bell rings at a quarter to seven (November), and the officers immediately
station themselves in the passages to prevent communication, and the unlocking takes place.
Each prisoner, on his cell being unlocked, proceeds in single file to the tread-wheel, preserving
a distance of ten yards from each other. They wash at the mill one at a time during the rest
from labour—towels, soap, combs, and water beirg provided at each end of the mill passage.
At eight they go to breakfast, the same distance from each other being maintained on all occa-
sions ; at half-past eight to chapel, where prayers are read by the governor; at a quarter
to nine to the mill, where they work till 12. (;vne hour is allowed for dinner. They return
again to the mill at one, where they remain till half-past five ; then to supper, and are locked
up at six.

Untried Prisoners.—The untried are let out at the same time as the convicted, and descend
from their cells to a room where they are employed in picking oakum. They go out one by
one into the yard to wash, and are kept wholly apart from the convicted at chapel, work, and
meals. They are allowed to take exercise for half an hour daily after dinuer, and also, in case
of acquittal, or no bill being found, are paid at the rateof 3d. a day for the work performed by
them while in prison.

On Sundays the prisoners are not unlocked until a quarter before eight; they wash in the
yards under the superintendence of an officer. They then breakfast and remain in the mess-
rooms until 10 o’clock, when they go to chapel, and retura to dinner at 12. In winter, after-
noon service commences at one, the reading of prayers and catechising occupying three
quarters of an hour. They are marched back again to the mess-rooms, where passages from the
scriptures are read to them by the keeper, or one of the officers. They sup at four, aud retire
to their bed-cells at five.

Females convicted.—The convicted women work together at sewing, picking oakum, or hair,
and knitting, in one of the passages leading to the bed-cells. 'They take their meals in their
cells, and are allowed half an hour’s daily-exercise in the yards.

Untried.—The untried are wholly confined to their cells, and are allowed the same cxercise
as the convicted. The women all attend chapel together. _

Each officer makes a daily report in writing to the keeper, upon the general conduct of the
prisoners, independently of noting instances of misconduct in individuals.

The chaplain states that < a school has been regularly established for one hour daily during
the winter, and two in summer; the usual method is to read a chapter in the scripture, and then
to question the prisoners as to their understanding the passages. Three times a week he
attends for an hour each time to catechise, hear the prisoners read, and examine what progress
they have made under the schoolmaster ; he also reads to the prisoners while engaged in picking
oakum, who seem greatly interested in his doing so; but the labour at the wheel prevents his



PRISONS OF GREAT BRITAIN. 53

extending it to all the prisoners. Thinks the system of discipline works well, but that the length
of sentences is injurious to the health of the prisoners who are sent for long terms. Has admi-
nistered the sacrament occasionally ; five or six prisoners communicated just previous to the last
October sessions ; exercises his discretion as to who shall receive it. Each prisoneris provided
with a Bible and Prayer-book, and tracts from the Society for Promoting Christian Know-
ledge. The officers attend Divine service ; the discipline is certainly much better enforced, and
witi fewer evasions, than formerly. I had one instance where I thought the prisoner was
reformed. It was that of a boy named ——, whose father was most respectable, having a situ-
ation in one of the government offices. This boy was imprisoned here for felony. He attracted
my notice, and I wrote to his friends and received an account of his former course of life, which
was bad. His uncle, before his discharge, sent 2. to clothe him, and said that, in spite of his
misconduct, he would get him a situation. I took as great and perhaps more pains with him
thanif he had been my own son. When he left the prison, he came down to me, and I prayed
with him, and counselled bim, and furnished him with the means of getting to , where
his uncle resided. From the sensibility he manifested, and the assurance he gave me, I had
every hope that he would have gone there direct ; about three months afterwards, to my grief
and astonishment, I saw him pass by my window as a vagrant. I am satisfied that a felon
may be reclaimed, but a vagrant is almost a hopeless case.”
he chaplain’s journal is confined to the entry of duties performed by him in the prison.

Rerurn of the Prisoners who have died in the House of Correction at Beverley between Michaclmas,
1837, and Michuelinas, 15839.

Date of Date Number of Di
Name. Age. | admission into of Days isease.
. Prison. Death. in Prison,
1837. ° 1838.
D.C. .| 24 | October 25. | January24. 91 Fatuity from chronic in-
1838. flummation of the brain.
1838¢| G.C. . 56 | March 23 . | April 14 22% Inflammation of the peri-
cardium and lungs.
H.C. .| 20 | Junel4 Dec. 16 . 185 Pulmouary cousumption.
1839.
{ W. H. 85 | Sept. 10 January19. 131 Inflammation of the lungs
1839 and pericardium.
J.P. .| 41 | Sept.29 ‘. 1 August 29, 334 Pulinonary consumption.
* This man was sentenced at the York nssizes to be imprisoned in this house of correctivn, and was confined in
York Custle before he caine here.

Retury of the Prisoners in the Hospital on the 14th November, 1839.

Date of Date of
Name. admission into | admission into Disease. Remarks.
Prison. . the Hospital,
1S39. i 1839.
T. A. . August 27 . | October26. | Burn . , | This man is of weak intellect, and
' was in a room by himself, and sat
. » with his back so close to the fire
‘ that he burnt himself.
J.R., . Nurse . . | : . i None.

The general health of the prisoners, since my last visit, has not been altogether satisfactory.
Diseases of the lungs and diarrhcea have been of frequent occurrence. The surgeon states,
I think that the deaths of the five prisoners cannot be traced to anything arising from the
discipline ; when the weather is severe, those for long terms are predisposed to inflammation
of the lungs. 1 attribute the cases of diarrhcea, neticed in my journal, as arising from the
potatoes in the diet. I am of opinion that the health of the prisoners generally fails towards
the close of the first year. We have very many cases of pneumonia in the winter. A post
mortem examination was made in all the cases of death. The soldier, J. P., took his impri-
sonment greatly to heart ; he had a cough at first. I am frequently obliged to alter the diet
after 10 or 12 months imprisonment. Out of the prison, pulmonary disease is most common,
occasioned by the extreme humidity of the atmosphere. The general habit of body among
the prisoners is to looseness ; diarrhcea is most prevalent in the early part of the spring.’

The entries in the surgeon’s journal are capable of being very beneficially extended, by
inserting the particulars and his observations on each case, independently of other particulars
requirea by the recent Act for the better ordering of prisons.

I examined the prisoners’ food and found it of wholesome quality. I also inspected the
prison books, which have been entirely remodelled, and several new ones added. The book
for the entry of fines is arranged under the heads of Date | Name | By whom Committed |
Offence | Penalty | Costs | To whom paid | Date of Payment.
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, Koeper’s Journal.—Estracts.
= July 20th.—Anne J——, 69 years of age, committed as a vagrant ; attempled (o cut her throat

hum_l)umcr. with an old knife a few minutes after entering the prisen. I informed the visiting justices the following

Heports en
8eparate Prisons.
Forkehire,
Beverley,
House otho:-
rection for the
East Riding.

day. -

t Muy 4th.—G. R——, a felom, attempted to escape this morning by breaking
his sleeping cell and attempting to get up the chimney in an adjoining room.

¢ Qctober 26th.—T. C——, who is labouring under disease, was confined in a room where there
was a fire. The officer, on visiting him this afiernoon, found his jacket and shirt, and also his back,
burnt. From the hole in the jacket and shirt, and from the mark on his back, it appears that he has
been sitting :gninst one of the bars of the stove. I put another prisoner in the room with him to take
care of him.

The entries in the various books are correct]y'and neatly made. The bills for prison
expenses are laid before the visiting justices for examination, and discharged monthly.

through the wall of

Exrzxpirure from Michaelmas to Michaelmas in the Years

1838. 1839.
£ s d £ i d
Prison diet for the year . . . e e 251 0 0 413 0 3
Extra allowances by order of the surgeon . . 2 8 2 618 8}
Male and female clothing and bedding . . 26 18 1 54 0 5
Straw . . . . . . . . . . . 317 6 419 6
SoBpP. .« . . 4 e . . . .. 7 2 0} 618 11}
Gas, oil,and candles . . . . . . . 16 12 § 22 10 9
Fuel, and carting the same . . . . 6517 0 138 16 3
Stationery, book, and printing . . . . <20 6 1 16 13 11}
Washing and cooking . . . . . . . o e . e e
Allowed prisoners for work done for the prison 13 1 9 3 4 6
Removing prisoners to take their trial at the
assizes or sessions . . . . . . . _—_ - e .
Removing transported convicts . . . . 4 2 0 10 4 0
Paid for prisoners as per contract . . . . « e . . e e
Repairs in and about the prison, and altera-
tions . e e e e e e . 184 6 1 307 4 8
Taxesandrates . . . . . . .’ . 30 2 9% 2 5 0
Sundries not mentioned above . . . . . 38 12 0} 20 110
664 6 1,028 18 9%
Salaries . . e e e e . 726 8 10 759 14 4 |
1,390 15 o0} 1,788 13 1}
Deduct earnings (net) . . . o e 217 6 2} 212 3 1
Total . . . . £ 1,173 8§ 9% 1,576 10 0%

ReTurN of the Number of Prisoners confined in the East Riding House of Correction, showing the
Daily Average, &c.

Average .
Numberof ” Total Cost of |Total Amount] Amount received for
Years. | Prisoners g:g’::; TD":;l iof;:f ‘zfgﬂz &?t (i;:ﬂ:ling and (ﬁﬁ;isonen’ tbeB Muint;n;nce of the
received in|, . . | . dding in ings in orough Prisoners
the Year. d"l{e:;u' Year. each Prisoner. the Year. the Year. in the Year.
£ s d|£ s d|£ 5. d|£ s d
1838 305 48°54 1251 0 0|0 2 2% (3015 7 (235 7 83 None.
1689 864 55°44 413 0 3| 0 2 103 | 58 19 11 |238 18 834 The Borough con-
tribution to the
County Rates.

The untried prisoners are employed picking oakum, for which, in case of acquittal or no bill
being found, they are remunerated at the rate of 3d. per day; the convicted at the tread-
wheel crushing chalk for the manufacture of whiting, a source of considerable profit to the
establishment. The prisoners on the wheel labour for 8} hours daily, with a rest of 10
sninutes out of each half hour.

The ordinary punishments for prison offences are stoppage of a meal, or solitary confinement.
The small number of punishments, not exceeding five a week upon a daily average of 55-44
prisoners, is a pleasing proof of the mild but stﬁl' efficacious manner in which the discipline
is enforoed. I make the following extract from the punishment book, showing the number
inflicted and the character of the oﬁ'ences, for a period of two months :—
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ExTtaacTep from the Punishment Journal from the st August, to the 36t September, 1839.

Date. No. Name. TFr;‘:l.. v(i:cl;:-l. Offence. Punishmeut, By what Oﬂiwr reported.
1899.
Ag. 2| 1 (DB . . 1 | Refusingtowork . . . | Solitary 8 days . | E. Duncaa.
sy 3| 2| S K. . . 1 |Dito . . . . . . »» lday . | Ditto.
sy s> | 3|S. A . . l1 |Ditto . . . . . . |[Dito . . .| Dito.
s 3| 4 W.R. . . 1 | Stealing bread . - Ditto . . . | John Ward.
’s 7| 5|/ J.R. . . 1 Ditto . . . . . .| Nosu . . | Ditto.
,s ,s 6'S. A. . 1 Motioning, and going out | Solitary 1 day . | E. Duncan.
of the rank.
,y 10| 7IM.A. . . 1 Neglect of work . . . [ No supper . The matron and go-
vernor
- ' 8|S.A. . . 1 Disorderly in the ranks, | Ditte . . A. Lockham.
and not going to his
4 proper work-room.
’s . 9 ' T.J . 1 . Talking . . . . . |[Ditte ., . . | Ditto.
. 11110 |J. M. . 1 .o Taking another prisoner’s [ Ditto . . . | €. Greensides.
bread.
’ sy |12 | L H. . 1 Disobeying orders, and | Ditto . A. Lockham.
being disorderly.
sy 13(12!S8.J. . 1 . Idleatwork . . . .| Ditto . . . | 'Fie matron.
. ss | 18| S. Al .. 1 Disorderly, and giving his | Ditto . . . | John Ward.
bread away.
»» M |M I MH .| .. 1 | Neglect of work, and | Solitary } day . | The matron.
talking.
s 20151 J.R. .| .. 1 Motionifg. and taking ano- y» 1k day . | John Ward.
ther prisoner’s bread.
.y 2216 A W. . .. 1 | Talkking . . . . », 1day The matron.
sy s | 17T)S.J. 1 .+ | Talking in her cell . Ditto Ditto.
»y 2318 |J.R. . 1 . Talking . . . . . | Nosupper . C. Greensides.
. »s | 19 | G. M. 1 . Disorderly at mess, motion- | Ditto . . E. Duncan.
ing and laughing.
sy 25 120(J.8. .| . 1 | Communicating by writing. | Solitary 8 days . | The governor.
ss 27T |21 | W.R. . 1 | Breaking his pot (second | No supper . C. Greensides.
timre.) !
Sept. 4| 22| J.B. . 1 | Talking, shouting, &e. . | Solitary 1 day . | Ditto.
’s 6|23 |\ W.D. 1 .. | Idleat work, laughing, and [ No supper . . | E. Duncan.
* communicating by signs.
Ix) sy |24 | R.N. . 1 . Ditto . . . . . . | Ditto . . . | Ditto.
s s> | 20 | ML AL .. 1 | Talking, and laughing in | Solitary 1 day John Ward.
chapel.
X} ’s | 26 | AL W. ., . 1 Ditto . . . . . .| Dito . . . | Ditto.
s 141271 T.C. . . 1 | Very disorderly at work . | Ditto . . E. Duncan and C.
. Greensides.
” s | 28] J.S. . . 1 Ditto . . . . . .|Dito . . .| Ditto, ditto.
sy 17| 20(J.W. . . 1 | Disorderly at work, and | No supper . Johu Ward.
looking about. ’
s» 18380 | J. H. . . 1 |[Talkking . . . . .|Ditto . . . | Thegovernor.
sy 24131|J.T. . . 1 Insolent to the officer . Solitary 1 day . | John Ward.
- 25132 |J.R. . . 1 Stealing bread . . .« | Nosupper . . | F. Greensides.
s» 26 (33 |J.T. . 1 | Insolent to the officer. . | Solitary 8 days . | John Ward.
Total . 8 25

Rerukn of the Number of Prisoners committed to this House of Correction, the Number Punished,

and the Average Number in Custody from Michaelmas, 1836, to Michaelmas, 1839.

1837. 1838. 1839.
The number received into custody . 195 305 364
The number punished . 164 278 261
The average number in custody . 88-3 | 43-54 | 55-44
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The zeal and intelligence of the present keeper has been well directed since his appointment
to the perfecting of the establishment under his charge, and I have great satisfaction in report-
ing its generally improved condition. The testimony of the officers and prisoners is corrobo-

rative of this being the case.

One of the turnkeys states, “ I am chiefly over the prisoners

before trial ; there never was much talking, but there is now less than ever.” The mill watch
says, “ I am sure there is very little communication going on, A prisoner is never left with-

out an officer.

nothing. No punishment will do good to some of them.

If any thing can be a warning, this ought; they have only liberty to do

[ often attend the school, and think

there are three or four who are really religiously inclined.”” Another officer states, “ No
- prisoners now work in the garden, or are employed by any of the officers. I think there is very
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little communication going forward between them. They may occasionally exchange a word,
but hardly possible without an officer seeing them. The prisoners generally consider that
the prison is much harder than before.” The matron says, « It was very difficult to keep
the women to silence; I am constautly there; they cry occasionally now, but we have some
who have been here twice or thrice; they go but to return, being prostitutes from Beverley.
I have no time to attend to the instruction of the females. Thé chaplain occasionally hears
some of them read. The cells are very close; many a time when I have opened them it has
quite taken away my appetite. Four women with syphilis were locked up in separate cells ;
it made me quite ill to attend upon them. They have all half an hour's exercise.”

Prisoner Thomas G., age 24, sentenced to ten years’ imprisonment, expiring on the 1st January,
1840, says,—** I was very poorly last year; the doctor gave me milk; I think I am stronger, but it
seems too the thoughts of going out. for if I attempt to lift up anything I cannot do it, and feel pain
all through my back. I come from —————. I had a father living when I came here; he was
almost a pauper ; he had his rent paid by the parish. I am a sawyer, but shall not be able to work
when I get out. Irest very poorly; my cell is not cold, but my feet are always cold. Thinking
about my situation distracts my mind. A very deal of difference in this prison since I have been in
here, much stricter. I don’t know that I have spoken a word to a prisoner, and scarcely to a turn-
key, I don’t know when. I did not know my letters when I came here. I have lost a finger since
here, it was always troubling me, being injured by an old-accident. I am able now to make a few
nice lessons in writing. If I was not so down in mind I should do better. There is no chance of
talking here. Suppose we were to make a motion to a prisoner, we should be found out, and sent into
solitary. The other man who is here with me for the samie thing is better off than me; he has a good
father and mother. I do not kuow where he is going to when out. We are just the same as if we
knew nobody in the world. When I first came in here, I thought it was a good living, but it soon
broke me down.”

Prisoner J. R., under the same sentence, for the same offence as the above prisoner. He says,—
‘I don’t know my age; I have learnt to read a little since here, and to write my own name. I
have had diarrheea, and been taken off labour by the doctor, who ordered me rice. I am now taking
care of an old man in the hospital. Since I have been here the prison is strangely altered; it is a
deal stricter. There used to be a good bit of talking when I first came here, but there is no chance of
it now. I want very much to let my father and mother know when I am liberated.”

Looking to the increased severity of the discipline of this prison, and its effect upon the

- health of those prisoners sentenced to long terms, ‘I recommend the justices to relax the

regulation which allows no counvicted prisoner to receive visits or letters from his friends,
except in cases of dangerous illness, to be certified by the surgeon. I consider the occasional
visits of relations, and the intercourse of letters, might, under proper restrictions and reserva-
tions, be permitted to prisoners whose terms exceed nine mouths, and whose conduct has been
such as to merit the indulgence. I am of opinion that half an hour’s exercise during the day
for the untried, both male and females, is considerably too short a time for this indispensable
relaxation. I consider that it should be extended from an hour and a half to two hours
daily.

T}lvle allowance of five per cent. to the keeper upon the profits accruini from the labour
of the prisoners is contrary to the provisions of the recent Act for the better ordering of
prisons, and 1 recommend its discontinuance.

I consider both the chaplain’s and surgeon’s journals as susceptible of great improvement,
by the insertion of observations and occurrences in their respective departments. I recom-
mend the justices to draw up rules and regulations for the government of the house of
correction, to be submitted to the secretary of state.

T subjoin returns connected with the number of recommittals, education, &c., both previous
and subsequent to the introduction of the system of silence in this prison; affording the means
of comparing results.

Numser of Prisoners in Custody in the Beverley House of Correction, on the 1st of October,
during the Yeurs

1830. 1831. 1832. 1833. 1834. | *1835. | 1836. 1837. 1838. 1839.

[
M. F. M. ‘ F. l M. F. |M.|F. M.,F. M.

F. |M. | F. M.’ F. | M. F.’M. F.

| el
el rimfefel 7]

3| 44 7‘3()!]0‘43 7

48 [ 10

52 10 33 ‘ 11 i 63 14 (6518 54“0 54

L Thé Silent System introduced into this Prison, October, 1835.
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TaeLe showing the Number of Prisoners committed to the House of Correction at Beverley, and

the per Centage recommitied during the following Years.

57

TABLE No. 1. TABLE No. 2.
Years previous to the | Total Total Per Years previous to Total Total’ Per
introduction of number [number re-| ceatage. | the introduction of | number |number re-| centage.
the silence system. | committed.|committed. the silence system. committed. [committed.
1833 470 59 12.55 1833 470 11 .o
1634 515 8l 15.7 1834 515 44 .
1835 361 77 21.49 1835 361 59 ..
Total . .| 1,846 | *217 | 16.12 Total . .[ 1,346 | *114 | 8.46
Subsequent to the Subsequent {o the
introduction of introduction .of the
the silence system. silence system.
1836 270 56 | 20.74 1836 270 11 .
1837 195 37 18.97 1837 195 10 .o
.1838 1. 305 61 20. 1838 305 30 .o
Total . . 770 *]154 20 Total . . 770 *51 6.62
* This number includes all prisoners who have been * The first total, 114, contains only those prisoners
recommitted to this prison, ‘although it is 10, 15. or 20 || who have been committed to this prison, and who have
yrars gince some of them were m custody for their first || returned within the three years previous to the intro-
offence. . duction of the silence system. The second total, 51,
It is impossible for any person to form an opinion of || contains those prisoners who have been committed, and
the effect of the silence system on criminals, from tables || who have returned within the three years, subsequent
of recommittals which are calculated in the same way as || to the introfluction of the silence systém, which shows
the above ; because only 51 out of the 154 who are put || thatthe recommittals have been less by nearly a quarter.
down as recommitted, in the last three years, have re-
turned to this prison since the introduction ot that system
of discipline. s

A Tasie showing the Education of all Prisoners committed to this House of Correction, and the
proportion of such who have been previously imprisoned, in the following Years.

2@ : o 1 2 °
ZE | S It EE £ | EL
58| = Z2 S B3 3
= 5 =3 <'>: "c'; s, = -E: B
. ) . D e T . 3 . - 0y >
T3 E’g g s | 253 g TET | £8% £
Years| =3 | 833 | £53 g3 £ E2% | EZ% !
Eé g2 = 8 Eg9 & Ecgs g, Eof §°§ 3
£3 | 335 2 EZE | SoE & £33 | §28 3
3 & & SFRA | @S & 3F &~ &
MI{F |M|F | M. F. M F. M.| F. M. F. |M.|F. |M F.| M. F.
1836 | 95 | 20 | 28 1129.4] 5. nz 17 26 | .0 | 22.2 .e 21| . 21 .. 9.5 .e
1837 | 46 | 14 9 1{19.6| 7.1 103 19 21 3120.7{15.8113] .. 2|..115.4 .o
1838 | 93 [ 24 [ 19| 4| 20.4 | 16.6 135 30 27| 51 20. 16.6 | 23 | .. 6] .. | 26. .o
1839 | 70 | 34|17 | 10| 24.2 | 29.4 | 213 | 41 46 | 6 | 21.5 | 14.6 6| .o 1{..]16.6 .e

BEVERLEY.—BorouveH GaoL.

This prison was unexceptionably neat and clean at the time of my visit.

It contained but

one prisoner, a debtor from the court of requests for a debt of 5.., committed for 100 days.

The keeper states  there to have been two or three trifling felonies in the borough durirg
the last year; the greatest number of prisoners at one time were 22; that by way of pre-
caution at the time of the fairs and races, all wanderin
characters are apprehended and not discharged while they?

ReTurN of the Number’ of Prisoners, Male and Female, who have passed through the Borough

i

~ Gaol in the years 1838 and 1839, distinguishing Males from Females.

Male Prisoners .
Female Prisoners . .
Debtors, Male. . .

” Female . .

Total

[2]

1838.
. 845
. 4
.22
. 1
. 442

1839.
265
74
19

g prostitutes and other suspicious
ast.’

ot

IT.
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II.
NORTHERN AND

. . Easrgrn Districr. KINGSTON-UPON-HULL.—GuaoL axD House or CorreCTION FOR Town

Reports on AND CouNnTy.

., Beparate Prisons. .. . .
L — Inspected this prison on the 13th of November and subsequent days. I subjoin returns
K“‘E’ﬁ‘:ﬁuwﬂ' of the number, description, and distribution of the prisoners at the time.
- Town Gaol. ReTurN of the Number and Description of Prisoners in the Gaol and House of Correction at
Kingston upon Hull, November 13th, 1839.

. MacLes. EMPLOYMENT,—MALES.

Fortrial . . . . . . « . . 9| Onthetread-mill . . . . + . . 86
Convicted Felons . . . . . . . 21 | Wardsman , e« o o o o .« 1
v Misdemeanants. . ., . . 11 || Stoneshed . « . « « . . . lo
Summarily convicted of assaults . . . 6 | Oakum room . . . .« . 27
» ’ of misdemeanors . 5 || Wardsman . . . . . . . « . 1
»» » of want of sureties . 7 || Cleaners, prison . e e+ . . 2
Vagrants . . . « . . o« o« o 22| Messman . . . . « « o .« o 1
Breach of articlesof war . . . . . 9| Itchwaed . . . . . . . . . 1
Debtors. .+ ¢« « o« ¢« ¢ o o o 12 Tailor . . . « . . « + .« « 1
—— || Soldiers, solitary . . . . . . . 38
102 || Refractoryditto . . . . . . . 4
—— || Infirmary . . . . ¢« ¢ o o . 3
FEMALEs, - —
Fortrial . . . . . .« . . « 1 90
Convicted felons . . . . . . . 7 -

Under sentence of transportation . . o+ 2 Feuavzs.
Convicted misdemeanant . . . . o« 1 | Onthetreadmill . . . . ¢« o« . 14
Summarily convicted assaults . . « o 1 || Wardswomen . . . . . . . . 2
Want of sureties . . . . . . ., 1 [ Cookingkitchen . . . -
Vagrancy . . « « . + o« o - 16 | Cleaningprison . . . . . -3
Debtorse ¢« ¢ « ¢ o o o« « o 2| Teasingogkum. . . . . . . . b
— || Washing . . . ¢« ¢« o « o« . 2
31 —_
—_ 29
Total Males and Females . . 133 —

RETURN of the Number of Prisoners in different Wards at night.

MALE PRISONERS.

Cells. Prisoners. | In each Cell.

No.l . . . . . 13 13 1
) . . . . . . 2 6 3
' c e e e e e 1 2 2
No.2 . . - 3 6 2
’ ¢ ¢ @ e o & 2 2 1
No.3 . . e e e 13 12 1
No..4 . . . e 10 J0 1
' e e e 4 e o 2 4 2
House of Correction . . 5 10 2
s ’s o . 15 15 1

’ ’ o . T 7 1
Infirmary « . .« . . . 3 3

90

FEMALE PRISONERS.

INo. 4. . « . .. . 8 8 1
X e« e e e o 4 8 2
No.5. . . . . . 4 8 2
) . . . . . 5 5 l

' 29
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ReTurN of the Prisoners employed as Wardsmen and Wardswomen on November 13, 1839.

Names. Offence. If in Prison before.
G. A. e of Assanlt. . . . | Never.
T. B. . Ditto . . . . . .| Never.
S.L.. . .| Rogue and Vagabond . .| Never.
E. J.. e o Dito . . . . .« .| Never

RrTurN of the Number of Prisoners under Punishment for Refractory Conduct on the 13th of
November, 1839.

Description of Punishment. Sentenced Nevember 13. | Sentenced on previous Days.

Refractory Cells, on bread and

wateFr . .« . . . o « e e 4
Other Punishments .~ . . . « e . 5
9

The interior of this prison was clean at the time of inspection, with the exception of the part
appropriated to male debtors. In one of the debtors’ sleeping-cells was nearly a cart load of
rope, easily available for the purposes of escape, stored there for the purpose of being re-
manufactured by one of the prisoners. Tools of a dangerous nature were also lying carelessly
about. On the Sunday, when I attended divine service in the prison chapel, but one debtor
was present ; and on going into their day-room, the fumes of tobacco, though forbidden by
the regulations, were strongly perceptible. Two weekly publications, entitled « Cleave’s Penny
Gazette” and “ The Odd Fellow,” were lying on the table. On the criminal side of the gaol
and house of correction, two prisoners were in many instances sleeping in the same cell and
bed, contrary to law. One prisoner under the revenue laws I found in a cell by himself,
making a fancy mat, which, upon being questioned, he said was for the governor. On goins
past the cook-house (most inconveniently placed under the governor’s apartments), I observe
a male prisoner employed in carrying provisions, and a female at work cleaning the stairs,
without any officer over them. he matron, upon being questioned, stated, « that being the
sole female officer over 30 women, it was impossible for her to do otherwise.” A room has
lately been erected close to the tread-wheel, where those prisoners not sentenced to hard
labour are employed picking cakum. The prisoners are left there entirely to themselves, jusc
to do as much or as little work as they please, without the supervision of an officer. I regret
to state, that I censider this establishment to have been in no ways improved: since my%ast
visit.

The appointed chaplain was absent, from protracted illness, at the period of my visit; but
his duties appear to be well performed by the reverend gentleman officiating for him. Prayers
(a selection from the Liturgy) are now read daily; and on Sundays, two services, with a
sermon. The chaplain states, « I see every prisoner by himself, and advise and lecture them
privately. I spend from two to three hours daily in the prison. There is no schoolmaster, or
any regular system of instruction. I have imposed as a task on almost all the boys who could
read, the Ten Commandments, and the Duty towards God and Neighbour. I see prisoners in
solitary confinement. I am of opinion that the boys weuld be better separated from the
adults. Everything done in the prison is communicated from one to the other. When I
come to perform evening service on the Sabbath, I often notice great numbers of strangers
who come to spend their Sundays with the debtors. Some of the prisoners have asked to be
attended by ministers of their own persuasion, and no difficulty is &mwn in their way. The
governor attends divine service on the Sundays, but not on other days. The females are in
chapel without an officer. I was obliged to stop in the middle of the service on one occasion
on account of the noise made by the females, and to say that, if they did not behave otherwise,
I must report their conduct to the governor.” I make the following extracts from the chap-
lain’s journal : —

¢ August 24.—Read the prayers; lectured M. on his brutal conduct to his daughter-in-law. He
boldly said he was as innocent as the child unborn of ‘any bad intercourse’ with her. Set the
threats of God before him ; he softened, and admitted she had had a child to him, for which he had
done penance.

¢« Sept. 7.—Read the prayers; showed J. T. that smuggling was clearly a breach of God’s com-
mandments, and that he must expect God to vindicate his rights and laws in his own way. He had
admitted there had no luck attended him since he dealt in such goods.”

The governor and chaplain have also established another journal, in which they enter such
further particulars and observations as may result from their intercourse with the prisoners,
arranged in the following manner : — v
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Governor’s Remarks.

Chaplain’s Remarks.

60
[ Name.

E.H. W, .
M.B. . .
JIL. « .
Eo Fl L] .
HM . .
H.S.. .

Mw . .
J- B- ] .
M.W.. .

For trial, committed April 24, 1839,
age 23; read and write well, for
stealing a watch, six sovereigns, two
half ditto, and a quantity of silver.
Born at Bremen. Cigar maker.

Rogue and vagabond, committed May
9, age 21; read and write well.
Born at Preston. Has been con-
victed of felony, and imprisoned 12
calendar months.

Stealing a pilot coat, sentenced to two
months’ imprisonment. Butcher.

Read and write well. Born at Hull

For trial ; committed July 11, for steal-
ing a flannel petticoat ; age 33. Can
read and write. Indulges in opium.

Rogue and vagabond, committed
August 30, with intent to commit a
felony, age 19. Read and write
imperfectly. Born at Doncaster.
Single woman ; 1 calendar month

Stealing apples, committed August 30,
age 22. Read and write well. Born
at Hull; three calendar months;
previously convicted of felony.

Idle and disorderly, committed Sep-
tember 10, behaving in a riotous
and indecent manner in the street,
&c. Age 20, born at Hull. Can
read ; previously convicted as idle
and disorderly, and for felony.

Idle and disorderly, committed Sep-
tember 13, begging ; lately at Bever-
ley House of Correction. Age 50,
read and write imperfectly ; born at
Wesport, Ireland. One calendar
month ; charged with writing on the
shutters in Cross-street, and m~%ion-
ing people to read his productions.
On hearing the charge, he requested
in audible terms permission to leave
the town.

Idle and disorderly, committed Octo-
ber 9. Prostitute, age 28, read and
write imperfectly. Born at Hull.

Begged to be allowed the use of a Ger-

man Bible. I did not perceive anything
in our conversation that would induce
me to consider him old in crime, but on
the contrary, this seems to have occurred
from a momentary inpulse to provide
himself with a little money in a strange
land, where the chance of detection de-
ceived him. June 7th, wrote in German
to his uncle, in which he says he had
intended to go from Hull to London,
but God declared otherwise for his cha-
racter.

A hardened being; confesses, however,
that she has sinned against light and
knowledge ; she wept much, but I sus-
pect rather from the fear of temporal
punishment than from sorrow for sin.

I spoke to him of the evils which thought-
less and wicked children bring both
upon. themselves and their parents; he
wept much, and said that he had main-
tained his mother nearly ten years, who
is much distressed on account of his
confinement. Interrogated him on the
meetings held by young persons of both
sexes in public houses on Sunday morn-
ings ; he never attended them, but knows
some that did. But he had often at-
tended the public dances, where people
went in caps, and came away with hats,
instead of their own caps.

Seems in a most degraded state of mind,
probably from taking opium. Scarcely
compos mentis, has some feeling of her
present wretched state, but little religion,
as if she would like to dream out her
existence.

A Roman Catholic; admits she has been
very far from following the directions of
her priest : she wept much, intends to
conduct herself better if ever she gets
out of this place ; recommended the peru-
sal of the 20th chapter of Exodus.

A hardened sinner, and I suppose would
pick the magistrate’s pocket while he
passed sentence upon him if he had the
address. He thinks faith and an ac-
knowledgment of his sin will save him !
—pointed out the folly of such a hope to

- him.

Seems to have had a religious education,
but declined answering any questions
which I proposed to her on religious sub-
jects; advised her how she might escape
future punishment. She listened as if
there were a strange under-current of
feeling, but whether of disbelief of what
I denounced to her, or from a fear that
it might be true, I could not discover.

A downright predestinarian; asserts his
utter inability to do otherwise than God
appointed ; he says those who made him
what he is, must answer for it, he can’t
help it. Has spent the most of his life
in gaol.

Denies living as a prostitute, but was

taken in the company of one, and there-
fore charged as being one too. Seéms
sensible of the danger of neglecting to
keep the Sabbath day holy. Not ill in-
formed on the subject of religion. Knows
the better way, and pursues the worse.
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T consider this journal as very creditable to both parties. .

The surgeon does not comply with those most necessary provisions of the Gaol Act—
of examining prisoners before classed, or seeing every prisoner, debtor or crxmm'a.l, twice
during the week. The surgeon states, “ Since the last inspection, we have been visited by
typhus fever; it was confined to the male prisoners; there were eight cases; some suffered
very materially and were dangerously ill, but no deaths ensued. The disease lasted for a
fortnight. Every possible precaution was taken to prevent the spread of the disease. From
the want of an iumary, we were obliged to lay the men in their own cells, w1tl}out fire or
ventilation. Fever was generally epidemic in the town at the time, but in the prison it was
of an aggravated character. VV‘i’th respect to the women, I think the tread-wheel defeats its
own object ; about one-half of them apply to be excused on medical grounds when they come
in, and generally obtain their object, one way or another. We have had two or three hurt by
falling off, and probably intentionally. I visit occasionally prisoners in solitary confinement.
Sometimes cases of slight fever have occurred, and I have had to take them out.”

REeTURN of Prisoners under Medical Treatment, November 13, 1839,

Twenty-eight prisoners are now under treatment, viz. :—

Name. Disease.
Charles’. . , , . . Consumption,
Maria W. Y ° . . .

AM. . . . . .« «7 Ulcers.

Margaret M. . . .

MaryA.R.. . . . .

Elizabeth M. ., , , .} Rheumatism,
Sarah M. e e 4 e

JJW. . . . . . . Diseased bladder.
J- 00 . Y . . . . .

JIL . « . . « .« .} Venereal disease.
JamesW. . ., ., , . :

JJC.. ¢« ¢ ¢ +. . . Asthma,

GA . .. ...

Jo T- . L] L ] 'C L] o .l

gﬁ'x:{_ de'). : : : ‘ Coughs and colds,
J. H. . . . ) L L4

Philliﬁ D. . ¢« .« « .
el :} Dyspepsie.

— C- . . . . . .

T. H; [ ] . L] L ] .

John W.. . . . . ¢ Fever.

M. P. . . . . .

JIL . .« « v . .

George E. . . ., . } Itch.

A. M.’s child-

I examined the prisoners’ food, and fou:
I consider, might with great propriety be
for short terms. It is on the same scale scipline is well main-
tained, and where the mental and physic: and under which the
human frame requires more support. In this prison the prisoners frequently do not eat their
allowance : on one occasion, six loaves of bread were found in the possession of one man, con-
cealed under his bed.

. Diarrhcea.

uality. The dietary,

romen, and prisoners

GeENERAL DIrT FOR PRISONERS.

Breakfast. Dinner. Supper.
Sunday o+ o | One quart of oatmeal | One quart of stew of heads and Same as
pottage, half a pound bones, &c., with balf a pound of | breakfast.
of bread. potatoes.
Monday ., . Same . . , ., | One quart of oatmeal pottage, half a Same.
pound of bread.
Tuesday . . Same . . . ,|SameasSunday, , ¢ .+« ¢ o Same.
Wednesday . Same . , . .| SameasMonday . . . . . Same.
Thursday . ., Same ., . . . | Five ounces of beef without bone Same.
after boiling, one pound of gota-
toes.
Friday , « . Same + o+ ¢ o+ | One quart of broth from beef of yes. Same,
terday, and half a pound of bread,
with leeks or onions, and a quar-
ter of an ounce of oatmeal for each
prisoner.
Saturday . . Same .. . . | SameasMonday . ¢ o o Same.
To those prisoners who work, the addition of half a pound of bread to dinner on Tuesday, and six
ounces of flour made into a dumpling, to dinner on Friday.

7
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DiET POR PRISONERS EMPLOYED AT THE TREAD-MILL.

Breakfast. Dinner. Supper.

Sunday. . . | One quart of oatmeal | One quart of stew of heads and Same as
pottage, half a pound bones, with half a pound of pota- [ breakfast.

of bread. toes, and half a pound of bread.
Monday . . Same . . « .| SameasSunday. . . . . . Same.
Tuesday . . Same . . . .| SameasMonday . . . . . Same,
Wednesday . Same , . . . | Five ounces of beef without bone, Same.

after boiling, one pound of pota-
toes, and half a pound of bread.
Thursday . . Same ., , . . | Three-fourths of a quart of broth, Same.
from beef of yesterday, half a
pound of bread, with suitable
vegetables, and six ounces of flour
made into a dumpling.

Friday. . . Same . . , .| Same as Wednesday., . . . . Same.
Saturday . . Same , . . .| Sameas Thursday . , . . . Same.

-~ o

The provisions are contracted for by public tender, and paid for quarterly.

AccounT of PrisoN ExpeNDrrure from October.9, 1888, to October 9, 1839,
: £

.8
Total cost of prison diet . . . . . 761 8
Clothing « . . « . . & « .« 162 11
Bedding . . . . o o4 o e 35 0
Straw . . . . . . . . . . . . 817
Wine and beer for sick . o e e s 2 5
Fuel . . . . e e e s 91 14

10
10
52
27

Soap . . . .
Candles and oil .
Stationery and printin
Rates and taxes .

0
.
A -

-

* o o @ o o o & o & .

Governor’s salary . . 160
Chaplain . . ., . . 100
. . 60

Surgeon .
First turnkey .
Second turnkey
Taskmaster .
Watchman . . e e
Matron . . . . . . ., . . . . 21
Removal of conviets . . . , . . . . 24
Repairs and alterations . . . . . . . 166

. . . L] .
© + o e o o o »
L]
* e o o & o .
. o 6 0 0 o 0 0
. CIE . B T
. .
z (<)
o
D
@I VRO NOWROCOO AT

]
dOoOoco0oCOCcoOwWMCoOOO MO WO R

1,923 18 10
Profit of labour . . . £29110 5
Military prisoners . . . 18 9 6
Fines paid by prisoners . 17 1 1
32T 1 0

£1,596 17 10

I examined the books, and, with trifling exceptions, found them as at my last visit. I make.
the following extracts from the keeper's journal :—

¢ Nov. 22.—No reports yesterday of the male prisoners. Spoke to Roronna B. on using imper-
tinent and improper language ; she promised amendment, and that she would leave the town when
discharged from the prison.—Sarah W., who has been 10 times committed to prison for breaking
windows in the workhouse, committed for a month, exhibited a singular taste before the magistrates—
would rather be six months on the tread-wheel than one day out.

 Dec. 4.—Mary S., on being searched by the matron, had about her person one cap stolen from
Eliza B., one cap-border, with lace, belonging to Sarah B., and two bonnet-ribbons, the property of
Eliza G. Sent into solitary thret days. ‘

- ¢ Jan, 2.—The governor would earnestly impress upon' the magistrates the necessity of establishing
a school in the gaol. The governor extremely regrets the number of juvenile offenders at present in
confinement, and the imperfect state of prison discipline, that there should be any intercourse between"
them and the adult prisoners. The governor has found that the punishments within his power are
inefficiént for the better regulation of those whose early education and habits have been so neglected
by their parents.

“ June 1.—Joseph C., committed for breach of military law, was reported in the morning for
talking. After dinner he struck D., the wardsman, in the day-room, stating ¢ he would give him.
semething to report hi.m for.” Placed in solitary, and the visiting justices informed of the assault.”

-

Evidence of Officers.

Turnkey—age 85 ; married; two children ; lives at the gate’; salary, 62L.; clerk in chapel, 8/. 3s.; -
férmerly in the first regiment of Life Guards—states, * Part of my duty is to attend to the distribu~
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tion of the meat. I am perfectly aware that there is a great facility to communication between the II.
male and female prisoners. I have been in the kitchen with the females employed there, without the NorTuERN AND
matron, and have felt most unpleasantly at being so situated. The skilly-man has the opportunity of Eastgrn Disrrier.
speaking to the women. We have had men who have been detected, and sent back again to their
labour for doing so. The skilly-man may have been in 20 times without our seeing him. I have fre-
quently checked the men, while walking in the yard, for looking and smiling at the women when they
were bringing the meat to the window. I have gone into the oakum-picking room occasionally; there i oo -
is no officer placed there to superintend, nor is any regulated quantity given the prisoners to pick ; as g;!u“. PO
long as they continue at work it is sufficient. There is no proper person to give an answer at the gate, Town Gaol.
and people are frequently sent into the interior of the prison, and have the means of communicating
with the prisoners before they see us. A female prisoner comes to the lodge to wash and scour, and a
man also, occasionally, to trim the lamps—this is another person’s duty, but he is not able always to
attend to it. On a Sunday afternoon I have turned out frum 50 to 60 visitors, who come to gaol to
speud their time with the debtors instead of going to church. We took an account of the number of
persons who came to the outer gate; which is left in charge of a woman, for two or three days, and
they averaged 500 daily. There has been an attempt at escape from there : a female prisoner, who
had not been above a couple of hours in the gaol, came down in her bonnet and shawl, and attempted
to impose upon the woman there as being a visitor, but was luckily detected. The beds are not of a
sufficient size for two prisoners; they complain of this being the case. The men in the oakum-room
are men for trial, want of sureties, and fines, and are left the entire day without an officer.”
Taskmaster : A room has been provided for picking oukum near the tread-wheel ; it is badly venti-
lated, difficult of getting to, and entirely out of the sight of any officer. They are not required to pick
any regulated quantity, and they average about a pound daily. Communication takes place all through
the prison. I find tobacco among them occasionally ; but we cannot trace how it gets in. I have
searched a prisoner since inspector was here, and found nearly half a pound of negro-heed tobacco
sewed in his trousers; he was employed as a cleaner. 1 have heard prisoners say, who had been in
almost every gaol in England, that they were better here than in any other, the vagrants in particular.
There are too many prisoners together in the mess-rooms ; one-half of them we cannot see; and as
for trusting wardsmen, I would not trust one; we have been invariably deceived, and found them
out either before or after they left. The numbers are now so great that they only labour at the wheel
half an bour qut of each at the mill—half an hour's rest instead of a quarter. .They deceive. the
magistrates as to wanting clothing ; they sell their stockings for bread to those going out, and then
complain of being without, und are supplied. I have known prisoners go out with five or six pair of
stockings, one over the ather.
Matron states “ her salary to be 21.. per annum, and perquisites, arising from the sale of bones, &e.,
8/. A female prisoner is allowed to go into the governor’s house, to help in washing, ironing,
and cleaning ; and another for the same purposes, twice a week, to the lodge. I have also.a female
prisoner in my house as a-servant. Great inconvenience arises from the want of gaol clothing ; the
‘women are obliged to lie in bed until cleaned. They come in ulmost naked, and we have in many
instances to purchase second-hand clothing for them. The number of women in the couking-house is
from two to three, and others are employed at washing in the adjoining room. I select those who are the
best workers ; there are only two washing to-day. It cannot be avoided, but that communication takes
pluce between the men and females. 'We read every dinner-time ; I read to them, or they read them-
selves. I think the tread-wheel does them no good ; one has been slightly hurt in the foot since last
inspection. The women mend and make the prisoners’ linen. I have a son, aged 18, who lives with
me in the female prisen. I am not aware that the magistrates are acquainted with this being the
case. I have been here 11 years.” ,
“ Turnkey, age 32, formerly serjeant of Hull police; salary 57..; receives 3/. in addition for trim-
ming and providing oil for the lamps burntin the prison. He states, * At times a prisoner cleans the
lamps for me, when I am overpressed with business. I am married and have a family; reside at the
gate ; my wife does the duty of porter one day, aud the other turnkey’s wife the other, taking it alter-
nately. We came here with the understanding that our wives were to attend to the gate. When
visitors come to the debtors in visiting time, they let them through after searchiug the baskets, and
one of us is at hand below to receive them. I believe tobacco does come in. That which is umong
the convicted prisoners is supposed to be brought by persons who come to purchase the whitening.
The skillymate, who carries the gruel out, can talk to the women. I recollect one of the women wrote
to a soldier, and gave it to.the skillymate to carry to him, which he did. It is a bad thing the women
being so near the men ; they will look, and by chance they may see them when passing. Prisoners
awe allowed, if:they do not eat their bread in the mess-room, to carry it away aud eat it at another
time.” ”
« Keeper.—I comply with the Gaol Acts as to visiting the cells, &e. I go through the passages
between 10 and 11 at night. I have occasionally heard some of the prisauers praying while guing
round, One man in particular I recollect hearing say,* O Lord have mercy upon me, for I have no
friend left but you.” I read a sermon to the females occasionally on the Sunday afternoon, in which
they appear to tuke great interest.”

In further proof of the intercourse taking place between prisoner of both sexes, I subjoin
copies of letters which have been found upon them at different times :— :

Reports on
Separate Prisons.

v No. 1. .
Letter from without to a Male Prisoner, from a Female, sent through the Skillyman.

“ Rr1eNp,—This comes with my respects to you; Ihope you are better than you have been. I
have sent you hauif a pound of tobaeco, and hope you will in.Joy yourself. Keep yourharte up, your
time is growing short. Wright a few lines and give them to the swill man, and I will fetch them, and
let me know how you like your freash man. I will muke you laugh when you com oute. 1 will tell
you * . >
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II.
NORTHERN AND No. 2.
£ AsTERN DistrICT. :
— From a Female Prisoner to a Soldier of the Rifle Brigade, confined under sentence of a
Reports on Court Martial
Separate Prisons. *
"Ki ¢ You strait bonny lad,
mg;;(‘)lr]ll-upon- for you I'm very sad;
Y if you and I can but agree,
Town Gaol. weyn you do get your liberty, '
if of the rifles you are tired,
your discharge I'll buy.
Before that fatal gun be fired
twenty sovereigns in bright gold
you shall have at your command ;
80 pray do you no more desert,
if you do you'll break my heart.
The time is fast approaching
wen you and I shall meet,
and we shall have our liberty,
and that is very sweet.
e One kiss from your sweet lips
is my desire
to cool my haart, for it is on fire.
¢ Please to send an answer by the bearer with speed.”

No. 3.

From the same to the same.

¢ Dear GeorGE,—You surprise me mutch in telling me you have not receved what I sent yon, but
T am afraid I have some false friend. I think this will be the last I shall send you wile I am hear,
but at the same time I should like to know your mind. Beleave me I know I have don wrong, and
that neather of us as comed hear for our good conduct ; but I trust with God's blessing that I shall
not comit the same error again. Dear George, I am afraid when you get out you will seese to
remember me ; but beleave me you never will find one that loves you with a purer Affection than I
do. Do not think me forward in wrighting so plane, but this is no place of delacacey, and I know it
is not proper to address you in such plane tirmes; but I wish you to be as candid as I am, and if you
mean aney thing honorable you will be outside, or at my mother’s. She lives opsite Rains. the
porter’s. My time hear is out the 26 of Diesimber. Do not deceve me, but tell me if your Affections
is mine—and Beleave me when I Subscribe Myself Yours Respectfuly, &c.,
“ MARY ANN M—,
“ N.B. Pleas to let me know your intentions, for I cannot be happy untill I do.
. “ Yours, &ec.,
- “M.A.M”

ReTurn of the Number and Description of Prisoners who have been committed to the Gaol and
House of Correction for the Town and County of Kingston-upon-Hull, during the understated

Years.
1835. 1836. 1837. 1838. 1839.
Debtors. « » . . . 150 156 176 213 216
Gaol . e . e e 134 161 167 245 359
House of Correction . . 155 200 285 312 344
439 517 628 770 924
ReTurn of Recommittals during the undermentioned Periods. .
From Michaelmas, 1837, to | F' Michaelmas, 1838, to
Ofiences. "Michaelmas, 1838." | Michaclmas, 1839,
Felonies. . + .« . . . 9 15
Misdemeanants . . . . . 37 25
Vagrants . . . . . . 64 654
Assaults . . . . . . . » e 4
Disobedient Apprentices . . . e . 5
110 108
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Rerurn of Punishments for Offences within the Prison.

Prisoners 17 Years of Age | Prisoners under 17 Years
and upwards. of Age.

Males. Females. Males. Females.
Solitary cells . . « . 160 28 13 2
Stoppage of food . . . 670 60 180 7

The discipline of this prison is merely nominal, nor can it be expected to be otherwise, while
defects continue unremedied and deficiencies unsupplied. I have again to press upon the
authorities the impropriety of leaving the exterior gate in charge of a female. The increased
number of female prisoners renders it quite impossible for the matron to discharge her duties
without the assistance of a turnkey. I recommend that the surgeon be directed to comply with
the Gaol Acts, and see prisoners before they are classed, and also twice during the week. To
put a stop to the continual intercourse between the male and female prisoners, I suggest
the removal of the cooking and washing apparatus to the women’s prison adjoining their
tread-wheel ; also that the iron railing at the extremity of their airing-yards be boarded up.
It is impossible to maintain the requisite health, cleanliness, or order, in an establishment
of this description, unless regular clothing be provided for each prisoner on coming in, and
taken back into store on his or her discharge. The tawdry frippery in the possession of some
of the females at the period of inspection was quite disgusting in a penal establishment, inde-

ndently of such articles being made the circulating medium forexchanging food, &c. There
1s a considerable deficiency in the necessary supply of bedding; in several instances two pri-
soners, contrary to law, were sleeping in the same bed. The great increase in the number of pri-
soners makes a further provision for their accommodation, and additional officers for their
superintendence, indispensable.

I strongly advise that the numerous delinquent boys be separated from the men, and placed
under the ciarge of an officer. The appointment of a schoolmaster is much required, who might
also undertake this duty along with tgat of instructing the adults. The payment of money for
labour done at the wheel, the employment of prisoners as wardsmen and in the services of an
of the officers, being contrary to law as well as subversive of penal discipline, should be dis-
continued. 'The retail trade of whiting, carried on in the interior of the prison, gives great
facility to the introduction of improper articles. I consider that it would be very desirable to
enter into an agreement with some party to take the whole quantity manufactured in the
prison at a price, and under stipulations for its convenient delivery ; this would save the trouble
and complexity of the numerous accounts kept of this transaction, and conduce materially to
the discipline and security of the establishment. Upon looking over these accounts, I find
one individual, between January and September, 1839, came no less than 40 times to the prison
for small quantities of whiting. The residence of the matron’s son in the female prison I
consider irregular, especially as I believe it to be without the sanction of the magistrates;
under any circurhstances I recommend his removal.®* The debtors ought, I think, to be pre-
vented from introducing any large or unwieldy quantities of articles for work or manufacture,
nor should they be permitted to exercise trades which require the assistance of tools dangerous
in a prison. The lights in the debtors’ ward should also be extinguished at a certain hour.
I think it would be found beneficial if the prison were closed against the admission of visitors
on the Sabbath. )

The introduction of gas into the prison, instead of the present ineffective mode of lighting,
would be a great improvement.

I must be understood as not attributing the defects of this prison to neglect in the officers,
but rather to the want of a sufficient number of them for the necessary superintendence of the

risoners. .

d The town of Kingston-upon-Hull has the advantage of a most admirably conducted and
effective police force; but I fear that a great proportion of the public benefit which ought to
arise out of their zeal and activity is neutralized by the defective state of this penal establish-
ment. ,
I subjoin the examinations of some of the juvenile offenders, imprisoned there at the périod
of my wisit, and which, I believe, describe pretty truly the cause and origin of their addiction to
criminal pursuits.

Ezamination of Prisoners.

“Tommy J , age six years, committed for seven days for begging. Father a weaver, has six
children, the eldest 13. ¢ Brother has been here 9 or 10 times for begging. I went out to beg this
morning, as we had no victuals. Mother whipped me for bringing no bread home. I had orly got a

_halfpenny and some potatoes to-day when caught. I got once as much as sixpence. I once went to
school in my own country (Sligo), and used to see the priest. It is nine months since we left Ireland ;
we live better here. I sometimes get beer at a public-house; ‘I ask for a drink, and they by chunce
give me a little beer. I begged the trousers I huve on. Mother has abad leg, and father is digaging
potatoes. I never stole anything. I should go to hell if I did; to heaven if good. God Cwells in
heaven with angels. I have had nothing to eat this morning ; I go out every day with my beg.’ »

* The matron’s son has been removed.

(2] K
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[This child had only been committed on the morning of my visit; he was almost naked, and had a
small scrip in which were some broken, potatoes he had just begged. He was very intelligent.]
“ William F , age nine and three quarters. Felony. Father a shoemaker, working in Hull.

- Mother employed binding shoes. ¢ Father gets 25s. a week ; he was born in Hull. I have one little

brother, a baby. Father goes to church regularly. I had no olothes, and father would not buy
me any more, because I always destroy them. I went to day school for nearly three years. At

school boys won’t learn anything; there are boys put over them to teach who cannot read
themselves, and send us before the masters for not knowing what they could not tell themselves.
Mother would not let me go there auy louger, after being there 16 months, when I did not know one
letter from t'other. The boys had bits of iron to point to a letter, and used to hit us with it if we could
not tell the letter, and then they also told the master, who punished us again, believing all they said.
They used to put us into a place where they keep the coals, and keep us all day sometimes for punish-
ment. I then went to and learnt something there. 1 went to the Catholic school for a week.
Mother did not know it was a Catholic school, nor did I for a day or two; then I found out, and
mother went to see, and asked the master, who said * Yes,”” and [ did not go any longer. ‘Twopence
a week was paid there, the same as at —————— school. T went with father and mother to visit some
friends in London, and was taken ill there with fever,and were obliged toreturn. Maether soon found:
it was no use paying for me at school, as I always played truant, and went playing about with boys,

-and getting over hedges stealing apples. My mother used to give me the money to pay for my school,

and I used not to go to school, but spent the money in sweetmeats among the boys. When my father
found me out he thrashed me most severely, so that I was obliged to lay in bed for three days. I still
went out playing, and father used to tie me to the bed-post, and when he was gone out to work, and
mother to grandmother’s, [ used to make little baby brother get me a knife, which he would crawl to,
and get out: I used to take things and sell them at rag shops; once a brass candlestick. Mother
used to miss them, but never thought of me. I have taken the boots off my feet and sold them.
Mrs, ——, in lane, who keeps a rag shop, used to buy things. I used to take my little
brother things, and once mother's shawl, which I pawned for is. 6d. I was a good boy before I
went to London ; father used to sell mackerel there, and lived at I have run away from
father’s, and slept outfrequently in summer-houses and in pnvies. There are a great many -boys-
who live here by stealing. In Potes Garden there are a great many ; they often watch out for bairns
who arg sent on errands and rob them, pretending that they will carry any article for them ; get hold
of it and cut away. C (another boy nine years old, in the gaol) said to me in the necessary, I will
break the window and get into a house to get something for Christmas, for I must have some money
then. Jack P is among the boys not over nine, who picked pockets ; he got into a glazier’s shop
and stole a stick that they cut glass with. C—~— watched, and they shout out Billy Darby, whea
any body is coming. P cut the glase of a window and got a bag full of things, such as pepper
and paints. Ten or a dozen of us-used to meet of a night at street ends. Oue Sunday night we got.
a box of raisins from a grocer’s shop and eat them. A great many things we stole, but I am sorry for
it. If my father and mother do not leave this town I shall be transported. The last time I went out
of gaol about 18 boys met me at the gate. If I had not lived at Gardens, I should not have
known what it was to steal. My grandfather was in the gaol for keeping a disorderly house. I take
my shoes off and creep into a shop, and put my hand up and take things. David and his brother
Adam, and Bob are the most skilful. I have gone with these boys for four months, and if I had
not known them, I should net have been here now. David says he does not care a straw about
the gaol, and Waggy got up the chimney to try and get out.. I shonld wish to go to the Peni-
tentiary for two.or three years, and he ascholar.. I am sure I shall be transported before I am 12
years old: It would be the best day’s work ever happened to me in this world if I could go there.
I have been here five times.” ”

[This boy is remarkably intelligent, appears well disposed, but easily led away ; reads tolerably, and
writes imperfectly.]

“John C., age 9, resident at Hull, father and mother Irish, from Sligo, Cathalics, five children.
¢ I cannot read, but have been at school for about five years, but not regularly ; pays a penny a-week
for schooling ; goes occasionally to Catholic chapel. Father goes out ragging, crying for old bones
and shoes in the streets. I go out and gather nails dropped from the bags down from the. vessel.
Brother has been here for stealing apples and for house-breaking. I get more food here than I do
out. I know a good many boys out. I know Waggy H ; we cry scufler when a policeman
comes ; we know each other by the name of Bill Darby, and when it is shouted out all know it. All
the lads in Mill-street know it: when any body is wanted to work a robbery, they shout out Bill
Darby. We watch the shops on a Saturday night, and when children come in or out with money or
other things, one of us knocks the things out of their hand and runs away, while the other picks
itup.’”

The annexed letter was written and sent to a prisoner in the House of Correction, but not
delivered to him, by a convict embarked and about to sail for New South Wales, under
sentence of transportation. The writer, a man of good education and respectably connected,
had been the principal of a most resolute and skilful gang of burglars in Liverpool. The
prisoner, to whom the letter was addressed, had been one of the gang; and it is scarcely
possible to conceive any thing more calculated to do injury, or to weaken that salutary terror
of being transported, which 1 have, in the great majority of cases, found to prevail among the
criminal population.

« C. Ship Woodbridge, Sheerness, Saturday, October 12, 1839,
“I TRINK it a duly ineumbent on me to endeavour to give you some particulars relative to

the treatment of convicts at Sydney, inferences drawn from information which 1 have gained from

parties returned from the. convict service and who’s veracity my be relied upon; and happy I am in

having to communicate the reconciliation which has taken place with me and my wife, she having

procured me letters of recommendations to merchauts at Sydney, as well as letters of credit to the

amount of 50/. for my use at my destination, exclusive of having forwarded me 20!/. for my comfort

during my present voyage, and clothing also. I trust the present description will tend to bring you

to a sense of that duty which you have hitherto unfortunately treated with indifference.

%¢ On the arrival ‘of a ship at Sydney or other ports for thre ‘reception vf—convicts;- pri
selected out according to their soveral trades and callings, and assigned over to free settlers o
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application for such individuals; and those who are not so applied for are detained in the govern-
ment barracks and employed accordingly. Their rations per week are 9lbs. of flour, 7lbs. beef,
20z. soap, and 2o0z. salt; and any article’ which the master may supply beyond these are considered
indulgences, which he is at liberty to discontinue whenever he may think proper. Masters almost
invariatly add tea, sugar, and tobacco, and frequently other articles; all mechanics and labourers
not assigned reside in the barracks built expressly for the purpose; but clerks who are employed in
any of the public offices are permitted to live elsewhere, and are allowed a small pittauce, varying
from 10l to 18! per annum, together with 5.. for clothing, exclusive of their regular rations. After
serving a certain time with an unblemished character in this new stage of his existence, the convict
is entitled to what is termed a ticket of leave, the advantage of which is, that the holder thereof
becomes, to all intents and purposes, a free person throughout the district over which his ticket
extends ; but should any crimes be committed so as to bring the individual before a magistrate and
have recorded against his rame one act of misbehaviour, throws him back for an indefinite period,
no matter how slight its nature, and the probationary time must be recommenced. Should the ticket
be held by a seven years’ transport for four years, and a fourteen years’ one six years, and a life one
eight years, the holder is entitled to a conditional pardon, which is not liable to be forfeited at the
will of the executive, but is limited in its sphere of operation to the colony, differing in this only from
an absolute pardon, which restores the convict to all the rights and privileges of a British subject.
But there are other intermediate steps which may be considered to partake of the nature of indulgences,
such as situations in the post-office, police, &ec., that are conferred only upon persons who have good
characters, but which pave the way, at the end of a given period, to certain and considerable advan-
tages. On the other hand, those of irregular and incorrigible characters are sentenced to that punish-
ment which is rendered as severe as any circumstances on earth can make it, which often sows the
seed of reformation, and which are more effectually nourished than when he is entrusted to the settler.
The.free people are so illiterate and ill-considerate, that they refuse to associate with those who have
once been convicts, but are by servitude become free, and actually do associate as seldom as possible
with that community, although they may become in possession of wealth and that intelligence which
the prosperity of the colony may owe her debt to. They hold that a man, having once committed a
fault against society, must be for ever shut out beyond that pale of that station in which they move—
no regard being paid to his having legally atoned for his offence, by undergoing the punishment
ordered by the law, and morally expiated his offence by the unblemished character he may subse-
quently lead ; therefore, those who may consider transportation a state of ease and advantage, only
know its rules and regulations, and their opinions will be altered.

 Thomas M*C is on board the same ship as what I am, and we are expected to sail from this
in course of one hour. You'll remember me to the governor, and make my thanks for his kindness
while in his care, and my best wishes for all your fellow prisoners.

“I am
7 «Yours truly,

k2]

HULL.—Povice Loek-ups.

I inspected the lock-ups appropriated to the police in Blanket-row and Parrot-street. The

incipal station of the police and lock-up is in Blanket-row ; it consists of two cells, dark and
ill ventilated, and wholly unfit for such purpose, besides being exposed to accident from fire.
The superintendent of police states: “ I have no means of separating prisoners, which is
often of the utmost consequence, as tending to defeat the ends of justice. I have experienced
considerable inconvenienee from this deficiency in the execution of my duty. The prisoners
on the Monday mornings generally average 20, and have amounted to 40.”

The organization and management of the very. effective police force in this important
town, reflect great credit upon the superintendent. The office books and registers are most
admirably kept, and the yearly return of the state of crime is a most useful and instructive
compilation. I extract the following summaries for the year 1839 :—

ReTURN of the Number of Prisoners who have passed through the Kingston-upen-Hull Police
Lock-ups, during the Years 1838 and 1639.

Number olJ [Num ber of , ]
Males 18 Nm‘;:; of | Females 18 Number o

- Femal
Total. Xf{‘; of | above 18 Yf;;: of | Zbeve 18
and under.| Y% |ang under. v Years.
. . |
From January to December, 1838, inclusive | 2,555 599 | 1,551 63| 342
From January to December, 1839, inclusive | 2,611 568 | 1,497 *284 262
Total . . . . . . 5,166 1,167 3,048 347 604

* This great mcrease is partly caused by dnnhnno::t,“':nhich will be seen en comparing the two years’ criminal
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o IL o DicEsT OF FORMER REPORTS.
NORTHERN AND ' : .
Eagraan Disturor. Total Number of Prisoners in Custody of the Police :—
:Report:
Separeagt: lg:i’sl:ms. . In the year iggg ottt ggéé
Hull, . 1837 . . . . . 2794
" Palice Lock-ups. o Lessin 1838 than 1837 . . . 239

Increase in 1839 over the former year 56*
Total yearly average . . . . 26534

Cases of Drunkenness in the Three Years.

Male.  Female,
In1837 . . . 847 134
Ini838 . . . 674 106
Ini839 . . . 708 132
Total Diminutionin 1838 . . . 20l
,, Increaseinl839 . . . . 60
» Yearlyaverage . . . . 867

Number of Persons in Custody more than Once.

Male. Female.
Ninetimes . . . O
Six " N |
Five ,, . . . 2
Four ,, . . . 409
Three ,, A § |

1

1

5

9
Two ,, . . , 5% 40
74 57

Once . . . . {1991 489
Total . . 2065 546

2611

CAMBRIDGESHIRE.
Cambridgeshire. CAMBRIDGE.—County GaoL anp House oF CORRECTION.

Cambridge.
Coun‘tl; éluﬁeand This prison was inspected March 26th. I annex a return of the number and employment
House of of the prisoners on that day.

Correction.
DisTrIBUTION and EMPLOYMENT of PrisoNERs confined in CAMBRIDGE CoUNTY GAoOL,
March 26, 1840.
Males.
Number,
Fortrial . . . P |
Convicted Felons . .« o 26

Misdemeanors . . . . . . o o
Summarily convicted of Poaching . .
Misdemeanors . . . . . . .
Under sentence of Transportation .
Judgment of Death recorded

Debtors . . . . . .« .+ +

Total . . . .

L] e o L]
. .
D] VWVAIDN P>
I &1

Distribution of Employment :—

At the tread-wheel . . . . . .
Pumping water . . . . . . . .
‘Sweépers .« . . . . e o o+

. .Cook . o o . . . . . 0 . .

.

To"l . « e

. e o o o
= PR

- » This increase, it will be perceived, is.in drunkenness.
4+ Of whom 3 Males and 2 Females:are transported.
*1 Of whom 12 ”» 1 Fomale ”

Total . 15 3

S -



PRISONS OF GREAT BRITAIN. 71
Unemployed s:—
Under sentence of Transportation . . . . 7
Jadgment of Deathrecorded . . . . , 2
Not edjudged to hard labour . . . . . 8
Sieck . . . . .. 0. . .. 2
Debtors . . . . . . . . . . ., 8
Total . « 27 ;
Females.
Number.
Couvicted of Felony . . . . . . . . 1

Distribution of Employment :—
Washing and sewing . ... .« . . . 1

The prisoners were all sleeping in separate cells but three misdemenants and three pri-
soners under sentence of transportation. With reference to the convicts, the keeper states,
“One of them for seven years said he felt so low, that he did not know what he should do
with himself, and begged that he might have somebody to sleep in the same room with him,
which I accordingly permitted.”

Upon going tﬁrough the wards I found them clean and orderly, and the establishment
altogether in an improved condition to what it was at my last visit.

In the debtors’ ward, six panes of glass had been broken in one window, in consequence of a
Earty endeavouring to compel a prisoner to quit his bed by throwing water over him, which

e resisted, and occasioned the (Esorder. In one of the vf)ebtors’ rooms were several num-
bers of a publication entitled ‘ The Penny Satirist;” and a prisoner, convicted under the
revenue laws, was detected with tobacco, &c., which, from the propinquity of his day-room
to the debtors’ wards, was doubtless. received therefrom.

The wooden stockade, which only partially screened the debtors’ ward and cookhouse, has
been removed and a brick wall built in its place. Considerable alterations have been made
in the sewers, with the view of obviating the inconveniences arising from imperfect drainage.
Clothing has been provided for the convicted felons, and this class of prisoners take their
meals in their cells. I have also great satisfaction in noticing the generally amended state of
health within the prison, and the %iisappearance of scurvy since the diet was amended to the
following scale, and which has now stood the test of above 18 months.

Dietany for Men at Hard Labour.

Sunday, Monday, and

Thursday. Wednesday and Saturday.

Tuesday and Friday.

Bread, one pound.
Onions, four ounces.
Salt, half an ounce.

Breakfast .'| Bread, of fine quality, | Bread, one pound.
one pound and a half.

Porridge, one quart.*

Dinner . . Bread, one pound. Bread, one pound. Bread, half a pound.
Onions, four ounces. Soup, one pint.+ Potatoes, one pound
Salt, half an ounce. and a half.
Salt, half an ounce.
Pepper.

Bread, one pound.
Onions, four ounces.
Salt, half an ounce.

Bread, one pound. Bread, one pound...
Onions, four ounces.

Salt, half an. ounce.

Supper .

* One quart of porridge contains three ounces of flour, pepper, and salt. ’
1 One hundred pints of this soup contain six ox-heads, 39§ pounds, oatmeal four pounds, pess four pounds, salt
one pound, pepper one ounce. The meat is first boiled in Pappin’s Digester.

Prisoners committed for trial, after three months’ confinement are allowed an additional
pound of bread daily. ‘

I also annex extracts from the Surgeon’s Reports to the justices on this important
subject :— :

, ¢ Cambridge County Gaol, April 6, 1838.

¢ In my last quarterly Report, it will be found that a new dietary for the working prisoners has
been sanctioned by the magistrates. This dietary appears at present to have answered our utmost expec-
tations ; no fresh cases of the scorbutic disease have occurred during the past quarter, and those
remaining upon the sick list when the new dietary was introduced, have gradually recovered, with the
exception of one man, of naturally weak constitution ; he, however, is in progress of recovery.

* JounN Oxes, Surgeon.”

Vs
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“ Cambridge County Gaol, July 5, 1838,

“ T have the satisfaction of being able to state that the prisoners are once more free from the

EBastern Districr. scorbutic disease. The effect of diet, conjoined with other means, has been so frequently and clearly

Reports on
Separate Prisons.

Cambridgeshire.

Cambridge.
County Gaol and
House of
Correction.

demonstrated in our gaol, that we may with reason conclude that our new dietary has already been
productive of good, both in restoring those who were weakened by this disease and in preserving
others from Ms attacks. I am, therefore, not inclined to recommend any deviations from it at pre-
sent. Of the more ordinary kinds of illness the number of cases has rather decreased since my last
Report.

¢ Jonn OxEs, Surgeon.”

. « Cambridge County Gaol, October 21, 1838.
“ The Report for the quarter just ended is not altogether so favourable as the last: not only have
the numbers upon the daily journal increased, but some of the cases show a strong tendency to a
return of the scorbutic disease among the prisoners. In the course of the past quarter, it appears
that the supply of onions was discontinued for some time, and, as far as I can.learn, no other
article of food substituted for them. Although I am unable to attribute the more unfavourable state
of the prisoners to this circumstance, I canuot but regard this as the omission of a very valuable part
of the dietary. '
¢ Joun Oxgs.”

« Cambridge County Gaol, January 21, 1839.
¢ The health of the prisoners during the last quarter hasimproved since my last Report, the dispo-
sition to the scorbutic disease mentioned in that report having altogether disuppeared.
“ JouN Oxes.”

¢ Cumbridge County Gaol, July 5, 1839.

“ From the date of my last Report to the present time, an increase of names will be found upon the
daily journal of sick prisoners. 1tis, however, a great satisfaction to be able to state that the increase
is not owing to a return of the scorbutic disease among them; a disorder which I am still of
opinion may be avoided by carefully adjusting the proportion of labour and nutriment. It is also
satisfactory to observe, that the cases, though more numerous, are not of a severe kind

. “ Joun OkEs.”

* Cambridge County Gaol, January 21, 1840.
‘It is now more than a twelvemonth ago, that the scorbutic disease last showed itself among the
prisoners, and then it appeared to originate in a temporary deviation from that diet which has always
seemed most conducive to the health. Taking this then in conjunction with our former experience,
there surely can be no doubt that this disease is the result of insufficient nutrition of persons exposed
to the agency of all the other depressing causes attendant upon their situation as prisoners, and that
it is accordingly desirable to persevere in our present system of diet.
“ Joun Okes.”

I have again to report that the surgeon does not comply with the gaol acts, and see every
prisoner previous to being classed, and I find that cases of cutaneous disease have been
communicated to prisoners, after being long in custody. Neither does he examine every
prisoner twice during the week, nor is he present at corporal punishments. He states that
there has been no epidemic disease, and that the general health of the prisoners has been satis-
factory. '

. Return of Prisoners under medical treatment, March 26, 1840.

Thomas R. . . Enlarged glands.
Richard R.. . . Pulmouary disease.
WilliamS. . . . Gonorrheea.
Thomas M. . . Constipation.

Return of the number of deaths, from October, 1838, to October, 1839.
B. P. received in Prison March 28, 1839 ; died July 14, 1839, of disease of the kidneys.

I make the following extracts from the surgeon’s journal :—

¢ January 12, 1839. W. He has inflicted a wound in his throat, by which the trachea has
been opened. It appears to have been done by the tongue of a buckle, which he made sharp by rub-
bing it on the stone floor. He had lost a large quantity of blood before I saw hiin ; he must be watched
carefully through the night, and allowed some gruel or tea.

*“January 13. W. has passed a quiet night, and there has been no more bleeding; his
wound appears going ou well, and his health good.

“ May 9. Haveexamined all the men in No. 2; there are two or three who have the itch, but very
slightly.

% Jine 8. Baker, Saunders, Mathews, itch ; the handrail of the mill to be washed with soap.

¢ June 15, Cooper, Mrs., made an attempt to hang herself this morning ; seems in good health.

*“July 12, A.m. P. much worse ; delirious.

* . 5 P.M.4. P.continues insensible; retention of urine ; he seems relieved by drawing off his
urine ; the person who attends him requires some extra allowance.

¢8 p.a. P. in the sane situation.

“ July 18. P. in much the same state ; requires the attention of a person at night.

“ Evening. P. still comatose and growing much weaker ; incapable of swallowing nourishment ;
there is no probability whatever of his living many hours. !

“ July 14. P. died at five this moruing.”
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The chaplain’s duties are performed in preciscly the same manner as at my last visit. He
states, * I have not administered the sacrament, on account of finding no prisoner in a
proper state to receive it. I attended the prisoner who died, until comatose ; l.xe was a man of
religious feeling. I see occasionally the debtors at chapel. Not a single prisoner has asked
to be attended by a minister of another persuasion. No books are allowed to be carried to
the prisoners but under my superintendence. Ihave no doubt but that the instructing the

risoners has a beneficial effect, and has certainly been a material aid to the discixline.
fsaw the male prisoner repeatedly, who attempted to destroy himself: he said he did not
care what became of him; ﬁe professed sorrow for the act afterwards. The clergymen who
take my duty in my absence confine themselves to the officiating in the chapel.”

Extracts from chaplain’s private journal :—

“F.L.—Age 37 ; labourer ; married ; no children ; read ; committed on a charge of horse steal-
ing ; never was in gaol before; is a native of ; lived in London 18 or 19 years as a job
coachman ; left London on account of ill health; then came to live at ; has been there two
years; was in town last summer, driving an omnibus for the same master ; was paid 28s. a week;
was afraid the winter in town would not agree with him ; has a liver complaint ; had a tumor on his
liver; was turned out of St. George’s Hospital incurable ; has not worked at , his wife keeps
a shop there ; two gentlemen gave the prisoner the horse at to take up to Paddington ; did not
know them ; was going up to town by the waggon for the summer ; did not go to church in town, as
Sunday and working day was all alike to him, as he was always driving on Sundays. When he has
been in the country has always been to (is a rather respectable looking man, well behaved,
but in infirm health,) convicted and sentenced to one year's imprisonment, with hard labour; dis-
charged July 25. He seemed amended by his imprisonment; gave him a prayer book.

¢“ R.D.—Age 45; married ; five children ; neither read nor write ; labourer; convicted of ahscond-
ing and leaving his wife and family chargeable to the parish; three calendar months’ hard labour ;
has been in gaol twice before; once for three months, convicted of stealing coals six or seven years
ago; next for the same offence as that for which he is now in gaol; that is three and a half years
ago ; has been in London once since he went out of gaol, and his family has been chargeable to the
parish ever since ; had work enough to maintain himself; the constable went up and fetched him
back last week ; sometimes worked on the river landing coals, sometimes in the gas works (is a most
clumsy looking fellow) ; would never have thought anything more of his family if the constable had
not gone after him; his eldest child, a girl, is in the county house at Newmarket ; has never been to
church or chapel since he went out of gaol. (Is a most reckless fellow.)

“P. H.—Age 59; hawker; married ; seven children; read and write; convicted of damaging a
coleseed field ; one calendar month hard labour, or pay 1.. 6s.; never was in gaol before; has
lived at 38 years; 39 years ago he came from Ireland to redeem his father’s property; he
was a hawker ; and was shipwrecked between Warren'’s Point and Liverpool ; travels about the neigh-
bourhood of —, and returns home every night ; sells cloth, sheeting, lawns, and linen, &c.; was
coming home, and picked a pocket handkerchief full of the green tops of the coleseed for his children.
If he had thought of being sent to gaol, the coleseed might have stood there till the day of judgment
for him; is a Catholic brought up, but makes no difference in religion ; his children are brought up
Protestants; has had 14 baptized by the clergyman at —; his eldest child is married ; generally
goes to church once a day; has not missed these 20 years (seems a very decent man, and has
avery good character); discharged June 18; this man displayed a most excellent feeling when
he went out.

“J. W.—Age 31; labourer ; married ; one child; read; convicted as a rogue and vagabond, being
found in an enclosed yard at ; one calendar month hard Jabour; has heen in gaol four
times before ; it is six years since he went out last; was in twice for assaults, once on suspicion of
stealing a rabbit trap, but not fully committed, and once for having two pints of beer without paying
for it ; does not do any regular work ; in term time catches rats for the gownsmen to hunt; went into
the yard in question at 11 at night tolie down ; was tipsy ; had been to Cambridge with rats; goes to
church sometimes, not very often ; at feast time goes about with nuts. (Has a bad character, is a most
sinister looking fellow.)

“ W.M.—Age 23; labourer; single ; read and write imperfectly ; convicted of taking fish from a
stream of water at —- , belonging to college ; two months’ imprisonment, or pay 5. ;
has been in gaol five times before; has heen in work ever since last April in various places, London,
and Chatham, &c., mostly at farming work ; this offence was committed April 11th last; went away
on account of there being a warrant out against him, and he thought it not worth while to come to
guol in the summer ; had good work now, and might have had all the winter, if he had not been sent
10 gaol ; has not been to church lately ; discharged January 14, 1839,

«“ J.P.—Age 28; draper; single; read and write; convicted of stealing a large quantity of silks,
&c.; never was in gaol before ; is a native of — in ———; his father is a farmer, holds about
100 acres; has left — five years ; was apprenticed to a linen-draper ; remained with him two
years after his time was expired ; when he left , got a situation for six months at —
then had one in London, in which he remained nearly two years; and another situation in London,
where he remained 12 months; was in other situations in London for short periods; drapers’
shopmen are frequently changing; had two situations in s from whence he went to y
about eight weeks ago; prosecutor advertised in the ‘Times’ for a shopman, and prisoner an-
swered it, and gave him a reference to , and was engaged ; boarded with the family and slept
out; the missing goods were all found at prisoner’s sleeping apartments ; generally goes to church.
(Appears a very respectable man, convicted at the assizes March 23, one year hard labour.)

¢ J. M.—Age 30; labourer; married ; one child; neither reud nor write; convicted of refusing
to maintain his child ; one calendar month hard labour; never in gaol before; lives with his
mother; two or three of her children live with her and support her; mostly has work, gets 9s. a week;
has been married about 13 years; she pretended to be in the family way, and swore a child to him,
and the parish officers took him against his will, and had him married by licence; it proved afterwards
she was not pregnant; his wife lived with him not more than six months ; she went on very badly,
and wentaway; he has not seen her for five years, she had been away for five years before she had the
child, he did not see her at all during that time ; this is the child he refused to pay for, an}l‘ for which
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heis sent to gaol ; his master stopped 2s. a week for three years, to pay for it; he consented to that
rather than throw himself out of work; goes to church when he can, but has stock to attend on
Sundays. (Officer gives him a good character.) .

¢ October 17. H. D., age 52; cotton spinner; single; read and write. Convicted of an act of
vagrancy ; one calendar month hard labour. Has been in two or three gaols; ¢never for any harm 3’
for begging. Has not had any work these two years. During this period he has been wandering
about. (Seems a very extraordinary fellow; half knave, half fool; professes to disbelieve that Jesus
is the Saviour of the world. Discharged Nov. 16.)

‘“ November 29. H.S. J., age 27; single; read and write imperfectly. Committed on a charge
of burglary and stealing four hams, &c., from the dwelling of Mr. . J. was once in Gos-
port gaol for being drunk, and fined 5s. Has been in the royal navy six years; deserted from a 74
about four months ago, at Sheerness. Several ran away because they heard a bad character of the
captain. Has been doing nothing ever since; has sold all his things. Denies the robbery. Was living
at Barnswell some weeks. When he was abroad he attended chapel, but has not been to church
ashore. (Acquitted at the assizes, March 18, 1840; the prosecutor being unable to appear, having
broken his leg.) :
. % December 4. - W. M., age 43; labourer; widower; six children; read and write. Convicted
of becoming chargeable to the parish, &c. One calendar month hard labour. Was in gaol 12 years
ago for seven days for assaulting Mr. Was five years acting as parish clerk, but was depriv
of his place by being addicted to drinking. Has been away from the parish about four months; has
been working on the railroads ; earned 2s. 6d. a day whilst at work ; came back because he could not
get any work. His wife has been dead about three years. Thinks what he has suffered will be a
;vaming to him. (He would do very well but for his fondness for drink. Discharged January 8,

840.) ’ :

* January 7. W. P., age 38; labourer; seven children; read. Convicted of neglecting to main-
tain his family. Oue calendar month hard labour. Was in a passion with his wife, and struck her
(has done so before) ; she went away to the Union, and he was sent to gaol. Had not much valuye
for his wife when he first married ; was compelled to marry by the parish, as she was pregnant by
him. Likes her better now. Hopes this punishment will do him good. Has had work all winter;
earns 10s. a-week. Mostly goes to chapel. (Has a bad character.)

“ February 3. R. S.,age 33; servant; single; neither read nor write. Convicted of misconduct
in service ; one calendar month hard lahour. Never was in gaol before. Lives with , &
farmer; let himself for a year last Michaelmas, to have 7/. and his board and lodging. Was very
angry that his master would not allow his horses what prisoner thought they required, and he went
and got tipsy in revenge. Has worked in the family 15 years; says he never misconducted himself
on any other occasion. Has no father or mother. When he has time he goes to church, but there is
so much stock, &c. to attend to, that he canseldom get away. ¢ They do not think much about the
servant if they can get the work done.” (Officer gives him a good character; is a very decent-looking
and well-behaved man.)"”

Extracts from chaplain’s journal, of duty performed, &c. :—

“ June 11, 1838. The chaplain has to make frequent complaints of the noise and turbulence of
the debtors.

“ July 14,1839. P. died early this morning. For some days previous to his death his mind was
impaired. But during his confinement, both in this and the town gaol, he manifested so much sorrow
for his previous course of life, and such a serious and earnest attention to religion, that the chaplain
has reason to hope well of him.

“ July 23. Admonished ——, who goes out in a day or two; he has learnt to read while in gaol,
but the chaplain fears no good impression has been made upon him.

¢ August 10. disbelieves in various parts of the bible, on the ground that it may have been
altered fromn the original. As he obstinately sets himself against conviction, the chaplain recommends
him to be placed where he cannot inculcate his notions upon the other prisoners, which he is very
likely to attempt.”

The schoolmaster states:— I come into the prison at six, and assist at unlocking and
other duties; I attend chapel at half past nine, and afterwards wait on the chaplain while
he is examining the prisoners. I then go into the yards and take a class for instruction, and
afterwards assist in serving out the dinners; and after that continue teaching the prisoners
until locking up. The instruction has added most materially to the peace and quietness ofthe
prison. I also teach prisoners who are in solitary.”

I proceeded with the schoolmaster to examine the progress made by the prisoners under his
tuition. '

— B., age 40, committed 5th October, 1839, states— I could not read when I came in;
I went a little while to a Sunday school, but could not learn any thing. I have learnt more
here than I ever learnt in my life.” He reads short sentences well, and repeated ‘his Duty to-
wards God pretty well.

— M, age 27, committed 23d December— I could not read; went to school for a little
time; I go to church, hardly ever miss; I have a mother alive, and five brothers and sisters ;
I could not read at all when I came here.” He now reads well; is under sentence of trans-

portation for 10 years, being convicted of sheep-stealing.

M. F., age 35, committed 15th November—¢ I am married, and have three children ; I
went to school at the charity, was there two or three years, but the master was never at home,
and did not attend to the school; the children used to learn themselves. I could read smaljl

words when I came in.” He can now read short sentences, and repeat the commandments.

J. P., committed 8th October, 1838— My father is alive, but I have no mother; never
was at school; I did not know my letters when I first came here; it is a great comfort to me
to read.” Convicted of stabbing. He reads now remakarbly well, and appears to under-
stand. °

J. B. aged 15— Piecer at factory ; of Irish parents, Roman Catholic ; sometimes went to
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chapel ; never at school; and could not read when he came in. Sentenced to 12 n:onths’ IE-
imprisonment for stealing a watch out of a house. Has been here six weeks.” Reads Norrazas aww
tolerably well, but does not understand. This prisoner had been amusing himself with Eastezn Disrmice.
im%rimmg an anchor on the hand of another just previous to my entry. * Reports on
. R,, age 16; felony; six months’ imprisonment—* I could not read ; I was six years at s.pu&. i
Sunday school.” Of very middling intellect; has been four months learning to spell. —_—
R. R, age 22 -brother of the above; same offence— I was at school for two or three Cambridgeshire.

years, and learnt to say w; never learnt more than w there.” - I a state of imbecility. Cambridge.
S A . ce County Gaol and
Rxrurn of the Progress made by Prisoners in learning Catechism, Prayers, &c., from:October, 1888, ouse of
S * to  October, 1839. . Correction. .

Kncwnoth'ing Knew Lord’s| Knew Lord’s |. knev;

Progress in Prison. Commi Prayer when | Prayer, Creed, | Catechism ) Total.
o when tted, Co!nmitted. when)Committed. imperfectly.
Learned Catechism. . .. 10 31 18 . .7, ] . 66
Lord's Prayer, Creed, Com- 30 22 . . e .« o . 52
mandmemts, -D. t. -.G..| . R N
and Neighbour. . 0. oo N
Lord’s Prayer,Creed . . | . 24 8 e .. 32
Lord’s Prayer . . . . 6 . . R P . B
The Commandments .. .. | . ., ., . . 7T 0 . . 7

Total .| 1683

The underneath committed previous to October, 1838; di;chz;rged in 1839.

Learned the Catechism . . 13 3 6 . e 22

Lord’s Prayer, Creed, Com- 3 . . .« . . 3
mandments, D.t. G.and
Neighbour. :

Lord’s Prayer, Creed, Com- 2. | . 2 .. 1 . . 5
mandments. : . A

Lord’s Prayer, Creed . . 1. . . .« . . . 1

Total . 31

RxTurx of the Progress made by Prisoners in Reading, from October, 1838, to October, 1839.

Nothing when | Spelling Book [Read imperfectly
Lo to o, | Nobisgrien | Spilng Beok I | gy
when Committed.
In Testament . . . . 6 C5 . . 11
In Spelling Book . . . 21 Ll . . 21
Read Monosyllables . . 15 o« o] . . 15
Improved in Reading . . e e 6 71 77
| Total . .| 124

The underneath were committed previous to October, 1838 ; discharged in 1839.

In Testament . . . . ‘ 8 2 .« . 10
Spelling Book ., . . 4 . o o 4
Monoeyllables . . . . 2 . . « o 2
Improved in Redding. . o .- . 14 14

Total . , 30

, !Examined the prisoners’ food, and found it of wholesome quality, and of the regulated
weight,

I'inspected the prison books. A day-book has been added to their number, in which
every article of provisions and stores coming in for the use of the prison is entered as
received.

L2
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ANNUaL Account of the Expenditure, &c. of the County Gaol and House of Correction for Cam~

bridgeshire for the year 1889,
Ezpenditure.
£ s d £ s d
Officers’ Salaries: Brought forward . . 1295 15 5}
Governor . . . . . . 220 0 O | Miscellaneous:

Matron . . . « . .+ 8 0 0 Taxes . « « o . . 912 0
Chaplain . . . . 150 0 0 Insurance . . . . . . 1515 ©
Surgeon , . . . 20 0 O Tithes . , . . . . 210 0

Millee . .. . . . . . 57 4 0 Bedding . . . . . 8 5 6}
Baker . . . . . . . 8410 0 | Clothing . . . . . . 3212 6
Turnkeys . . . . . . 117 0 0 Shoemsaker . . . . . . 20 3 3

Schoolmaster . . . , . 52 0 0 Tread-mill Repairs, . . . 14 1 11}

Night watch (pro tem.). . . 6 0 0 Repairs of Gaol . . . . 247 0 0%
Pension to retired officer . . 100 0 0 Sweeping Chimnies . . ., 2 00
Bmd L] L L . . L L) . 831 0 9 &.p L) . L] . Ld . . . ll 11 0
Onions. . . . . . . . 225 0 Oiland Candles . . . . 9 011
Potatoes . . . . . . . 718 8% Brushes,&. . . . . . 410 7
Ox heads . . e e e . 716 0 Utensils, . . . . . 617 3
Oatmeal e e e e e e 2 8 6 Medicines . . . , . ., 40 0 O
Salt . . e e e e 1 80 Hair Cutting and Shavieg. . 12 3 0
Maintenance of Sick . . . . 1 8 2 Books ¢« « ¢« « « . 10 2 9
Fuld . . . . . .. ., 53 0 8 Stationery « . . . . . 1911 6
Conveyance of Trausports . . 78 15 10} Postage. . . . - 1 3 8

Conveyance of Prisoners and Other Expenses . . . . 58 6 2%

Debtors to Court , . . 3 0 6
Total Expenditure . £i854¢ 8 4
Carried forwerd. . £1295 15 5%

Earnings and Receipls,

£ s d
Eﬂl’nings . . . . . . 29 8 9
Fines . « ¢« « . . 111 6
Transports . . . . o« 781510 ".
Woodenfences . . « « 5 1 6

Total o+ o 114 12 7}

Flour consnmed, 115 sacks, the produce of 757 bushels of wheat, which at 6d. per bushel grinding
gives a profit of 18/, 18s. 6d., which forms a part of the whole of the will earnings of 20/, 3s. 9d.

The bread delivered per sack is 356lbs. louves, and the number of 1lb. loaves consumed is 40,940
during the year.

Stock in Hand.
Wheat . . « « « « 12loads
Flour. « . « « . .« 2sacks -
Bran . « « <« . « . laquarter
Pollards . - . . . . . 8 wike&

. £ s d
Expenditure . . . . ., 1854 3 4
Receipts . . o « . o 11412 7}

- 1739 10 8}

I strongly recommend the magistrates to extend the supply of clothing to all prisoners,
also that the tread-wheel be partitioned as at the Castle at Norwich, for separate labour, and
with a moveable hand-rail, and that every convicted prisoner take his meals alone. I repeat
my former recommendation, that the requisite means should be afforded of paying the under
officers their wages monthly, that the keeper may be relieved from making these advances
from his private resources. - As the county treasurer resides at Cambridge, this can be a
matter of no difficulty. : :

I suggest that the receiving cells at the lodge should be strictly appropriated to this most in-
dispensable duty, and that ne prisoner be passed into the prison without being examined by the
surgeon, passed through the bath, and his clothes fumigated. I find the following instances
of cutaneous disease, having been communicated within the prison, which probably might not
have been the case had the proper precaution been observed :—

B—, committed Jan. 1, 1839, itch, June R,
M-, » April 4, itch, June 8.
S—, » August 1, 1838, itch, June 8.

Also that the surgeon be enjoined to comply with the provisions of the Gaol Act, and see
every prisoner, debtor, or criminal twice during the week. One of the turnkeys acts as a
domestic servant to the keeper, which I consider inconsistent with his other duty.” He boards



PRISONS OF GREAT BRITAIN. 77

in the house, performs menial offices, and looks after his horse. I recommend that the pri-
soners’ feet should be i ted at least once during the week; several were in a very un-
cleanly state on the day of inspection, nor had the supply of clean linen been altogether so
regular, or rather invariable, as it.should be in an establishment of this description.

consider the permission to introduce a quart of beer at a time for prisoners before trial,
and at no labour, as too much; if considered necessary, it might be divided, and half the
quantity only admitted at once. I recommend very strongly to the magistrates the purchase
of a van for the moving of prisoners during the sessions and assizes, and also for the transmis-
sion of convicts to the hulks,

Rerurn showing the Number of Funishments by Solitary Confinement, &c., for the year ending
Michaelmas, 1839. '

Theee
times.

Five
times,

Four

Twice. .
times.

Once.

‘Number of Prisoners placed in solitary conﬁnemeﬁt} 48 5 3 1 1

‘upon diminished allowance . . . , .

_ Solitary confinement is inflicted by placing the convict in a day-room, with a fire, if requi-
sita, The prisoner attends Divine service on the Sabbath,.and is allowed half an hour's

walking exercise alone.

hmw of the Number and Particulars of Commitments to the County Gaol and House of Correction
. from 30th September, 1538, to 29th September, 1839.

] g
X 3|, |gs E
& |8 BN PRY
° g . o @ EN <R
Number of Persons. E-] E| 2| 5|5 |55 |s8|=8|2%8
Bxl 2| 3 8 |u |BE|Ed|25 (|28
EZ| 3| 8| 2|3 |35|&S|88 3
Se| 8| < |5 |k |FE|SE|28 |82
30th September, 1838, to 31st October . . .| 4|14 .. 21 1{..].. 1|22
. - November., . .| 1411 11 2] .. 1 1|..1]80
53 ' December . .| 4|12 ., | .. | .. |..:] 2| ..1]18
s ’s Janvary . . .| 8([15 (.. | .. Li..] 1] 1|26
5o s -February. . «[12(13] 2| ..|..|..| 1|.,.]|@28
. . March. . . .{16| 6| 1| 2| 1]..|..| 8129
’s . April. . . |12 8] 2| .| U] 1 {..]|.. |2
. . May . . . .| 7] 9| v|{..|..] 2| 1| 1]{=2
s . Juue . . . .| 5| 5| ... 1|..]| 8|14
s s July . . . .| 8| 3| 5 .. V|-1}..]|.,]18
s ’s August ., . .| 4} 11| .. |.. 111 2|..119
1 ’s ' September . .| 3| 2] 1 01 1{..{ 9
97 (109 | 18| 6| 7 8| 9| 9 258

RETURN of Recommittals during the undermentioned Periods.

From Michaelmas 1837,to | From Michaelmas 1838, to

Offences. Michaelmus 1838, Michaelmas 1839,
Felonies . . . . . 21 22
Misdemeanors . . 43 45
Assaults , . . . . 12 10
 Poachers , . . . . 12 5
88 82

The number of commitments during the year ending Michaelmas 1838 : —

Debtors . . . . 62

Felons . . ., 107

Misdemeanors . . 197

Total . 366
The average number of debtors in the course of the year . . 14
The average number of prisoners in the course of the year . . 59

Total , . . . 73
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" Number of commitments during the year ending Michaelmas 1839 :—

Debtors . . . . 28
Felons . . . . . 97
Misdemeanors. . . 161

Total . 286

The average number of debtors in the course of the year . . 6
The average number of prisoners in the course of the year . . 49

Total . . . . 55

ELY.—House orF COKRECTION,

I visited this prison on the 28th of March, and found the prisoners classed in the follow-
ing manner :—

No. 1 Day-room.

W. P, age 16. In custody on a charge of burglary. Committed March 18, 1840. A

G. L., age 28. Convicted of assault with intent to murder. Committed March 10, 1839,
Sentenced to three years’ imprisonment. '
: J.B., age24. To find sureties to keep the peace to his father and mother, or 12 months*
imprisonment.

G.W., age22. In custody on a charge of stealing two two-bladed knives.

W. H, age 27. Convicted of an assault. Two calendar months’ imprisonment, or pay a
fine. Committed February 4.

H. R., age 25. Trespass; fined 6d., costs 12s. 6d., or two calendar months,

‘G. W,, age 19. In custody on a charge of burglary.

E. P, age 19. Assault; one month’s imprisonment, or pay a fine of 2s. 6d., and 15s.
costs,
. J. W., age 31. Neglect of duty as servant in husbandry. One calendar month.

T. G,, age 20. Ill-treating a horse. Fourteen days’ imprisonment.

. , = No. 2 Day-room. :

J. W-; convicted of felony; stealing from the person. Six months’ imprisonment. Com.
mitted October 7, 1839. ‘

W.F., age 31." Assault; six months’ imprisonment. v

R. M., age 30. Leaving his wife and family chargeable. Three months’ imprisonment.
Committed January 2, ‘

T. R., age 36. Felony; three months’ imprisonment, Committed January 3.
J. G., aged 18. Felony; three months’ imprisonment. Committed January 3..
J. F., age 26. Trespass; two months’ imprironment. Committed February 6.

G. P., age 14. Trespass; to pay a fine of 6d., with 12s. 6d. costs, or two months’
risonment. ' ,
gv. B., age 19. Refractory apprentice; three months’ imprisonment. Committed
February 17.
J. H., age 30. Trespass; one month’s imprisonment. Committed March 2.
R. F., age 18. Same offence, &c.
J. C., age 44. Refractory pauper; 21 days’ imprisonment.
S. L., age 19. Trespass; injuring fences ; pay a fine of 6d., and costs 13s., or one month’s
imprisonment.
j) . H., age 30. No commitment received with him,

Females.

M. A. S, age 40. Refractory pauper; three months’ imprisonment. Committed
March 14. C ©

Refractory Cell.

G. F., age 18. In custody on a charge of burglary. Committed March 18.
No classification of the prisoners attempted.
Six of the prisoners were sleeping singly, the remainder two in a cell, contrary to law. ’

On going through the prison I found it'in general clean, with the exception of the bedding,
which was not altogether so, but I was informed it was on the eve of being changed. The
persons of the prisoners did not appear over clean, particularly their feet.

In one of tle sleeping cells, occupied by a prisoner convicted of felony, and sentenced to
six months’ imprisonment, I found, 'cimon‘gI other books, one of a tendency sufficiently ex-
plained by the extracts I make from it. Upon inquiry as to how it came into the prison,
the turnkey, upen examination, stated « that he passed it in with other books from the

risoner’s sister, supposing that it was a religious book, and without acquainting the keeper.
t has been five months in the prison, and some clothes came for the prisoner at the same time.”
The prisoner having it in his possession said—* I live at , in —~—, and go once to church on
the Sundays and once to Lady Olivia Sparrow’s meeting. This book was sent me by my sister.
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I thought myself it was a bad book. I went to Lady Sparrow’s school.” The book in
question is entitled  The Religion of Jacobus Veritas,” and is a direct attack upon the
authenticity of Scripture and the Christian religion ; is written in an ingenious and artful
style, making use of portions of the Church of England service in its proposed form of prayer,
with the evident design of masking its real intention, and not too abruptly shocking the
opinions of the humbler classes. It contains a complete form of prayer, modelled after that of-
our own church, communion service, and sermons, and is entitled the « Religion of Jacobus
Veritas.” I make the follow extracts therefrom:—

¢ Jacobus was born in England, and was brought up in what is called the Church of Englaund, to.
distinguish it from other Protestant congregations which are so called from protesting against the
doctrines of the Church of Rome. The people of England, in emancipating themselves from the
Roman Church, still retain several of its prejudices; but the toleration allowed in that countty is
favourable to the free inquirer. Jacobus, in the early part of his life, was exceeding fond of philoso-
phical researches, and from thence was convinced of the certainty of one great first cause. Taught
from his infancy to have a high veneration for the Deity, he wished, when his mental faculties in-
creased, to gain a clear and distinct knowledge of him ; but the writers whom he consulted on points,
connected what was satisfactory to reason with what was totally contrary to it, so that he felt within his
heart an uneasiness of which he could not get the better. : '

« Either his ideas of God were very erroneous, and he must be obnoxious to God’s anger, or else, if
his thoughts were true, the greater part of the world were in error. He sought the opinion of all
nations, and not one of them was satisfactory unto him ; he brought them all together, and found so
much difference between them, that he thought himself justified in rejecting them all, and from his
own reason to form a system of religion according to what he thought was right. :

« The Bible begins with such an account of the formation of the world as soon satisfied him that
God was not the author of it ; and, from the contradictions and ubsurdities which are in many parts
of it, he saw too visibly another work of man attempted to be forced on mankind as the word of the
Supreme. He renounced his opinion that God had given the Bible and Testament for the sole guides
of mankind ; and he lcoked into his own heart for new principles to go upon.

“ God, instead of simply destroying, by preventing the sinning of Adam, thereby saving thousands
of souls fromn hell  fire, and thereby rendering the effect of his own sufferings sure and certain in the
first instance,—permits the tree to remain—permits man to eat it—is offended with him for what he
knew man could not help—afterwards suffers himself to be crucified for the good of mankind—yet
takes no steps to prevent any further wickedness from entering the world, which to this day continues
to produce wicked men.”

I inclosed the volume to the chairman of the quarter sessions, with a statement of the cir-
cumstances under which it was found in the prison.

Since my last visit, a bath and oven for the fumigating of the prisoners’ clothes have been
erected ; and a few jackets and trousers, eight in number, have been provided ; and the
surgeon allowed a salary of 50L. for attendance and medicines. In all other respects this
prison still continues in the same disreputable condition.

The surgeon states  that the cases of itch so frequent in the prison are brought by re-
fractory paupers from the union workhouse, where the disease has been for a year and a half,
and where they cannot get rid of it. After the prisoners have been here three months, I am
obliged to alter the diet : one man, now sentenced to three years’ imprisonment, is receiving
2 Ibs. of mutton weekly, and a pint of beer daily. There has been no case of epidemicai
disease, the prisoners are generally healthy, and one death. J. R., committed March 26,
1838, died April 15, 1839, of meseuteric consumption; he was a man much addicted to
drinking.” '

Thl:gsurgeon now keeps a journal, in which he enters cases of illness, and orders for extra
diet. .
The chaplain states, « I perform divine service once on the Sabbath. I visit the prison
during the week, but not for the purpose of moral or religious advice or instruction, unless a
prisoner requires it, which seldom happens but in cases of illness. The prisoner who died did
ot receive the sacrament ; he was attended by me regularly three or four times a-week; he
died resigned.”

The chaplain’s journal consists of a repetition of the following entries :— Divine service
performed.”

I inspected the bread issued to the prisoners, and found the loaf to be of the just weight of
21Ib. 20z. The quality was good.

I examined the prison books. No description is taken of the misdemeanants—a very im-
portant omission,—the personal identity of the criminal population being of the first con-
sequence.

he following are extracts from the keeper’s journal, being also entries of the punishments
inflicted for refractory conduct :—

“ Jan. 24, 1839.—James K. was put in the dark cell two days for swearing.

. ‘“ RoBERT SCOTT.
. % Feb. 14—William F. was put in the dark cell for two days for trying to break the mill.

“ April 1.—Daniel W. was put in the dark cell for disorderly conduct in the court-yard.

“ April 1.—William F., who was committed on the 2nd of January last for nine months, for felony,
did attempt to make his escape by seizing the turnkey by the collar when coming out of the door.
Was by me put in irons, it being the second attempt. He still says he is determined to make his
escape. . . :

“PApril 4.—William F. having attempted on Monday last to make his escape out of this prison,
and having threatened to repeat the attempt, and in consequence having been put in irons by the
keeper of the prison and reported to as accordingly, ordered that he be continued in irons so long as
the said keeper shall consider it necessary for his safe custody, or till he receives fresh instructions
from a visiting magistrate, . . % J. H. SPARKE .

§ meg . “ G. MILLERS, ’ }J'“M“'-
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¢ April 15.—Francis M. was put in the dark cell for two days for striking a prisoner. - -

¢ May 9.—James M. was put in the dark cell for three days for breaking the keeper’s window by
throwing a stone. :

“ May 14.—Daniel W., who was committed the 2nd of January last for 12 months, for felony, did
attempt to make his escape by sawing the iron bar; was by me put in irons, it being the second
attempt. “ RoserT ScorT.

“ That Daniel W. having attempted on Tuesday to make his escape from this prison, and in con-
sequence having been put in irons by the keeper of the prison, and reported to me accordingly, be con-
tinued in irons so long as the said keeper shall consider it necessary for his safe custody, or till‘he re-
ceives fresh instructions from any visiting magistrate. “ G. MiLLERS,

¢ March 18, 1840.—George F. was put in the dark cell one day for using bad language.”

Rules and regulations, to be submitted to the Secretary of State for approval, are required
for the government of this prison. I recommend to the magistrates that the keeper be en-
Joined to make use of the bath and oven for the cleansing of the prisoners and their apparel,
which has not been sufficiently attended to. I consider it of the first importance, in a prison
where the inmates must necessarily be so much together, that the surgeon should examine
every prisoner before he is classed, that it may be seen whether he is free from cutaneous or
other infectious disease. Prisoners with the itch have been turned in among the others during
the day, and to sleep together at night. A prisoner complained to me that the keeper had not
given him the same allowance of bread as the other prisoners, which he admitted to be the
case, considering the allowance too much for him. I recommend that he should be enjoined
to make no alteration in the diet, except by order of a magistrate or the directions of the
surgeon. I am of opinion that the chaplain should be called upon to perform divine service
twice on the Sunday, in compliance with the Gaol Act. And I once more recommend that
some attempt should be made to teach the elements of reading, and that the visits of the
chaplain' should be frequent during the week, and that he should see the prisoners indi-
vidually, for the purposes of private admonition and instruction ; that he should insert in hig
journal the particulars of his having done so, and the general effect produced by his ministry ;
that he should also invariably visit prisoners undergoing a sentence of solitary confinement ;
also, that the bread should be served out in three daily portions, and that the keeper or under
officer should be invariably present at meals; that grace both before and after taking them
should be said, and the strictest order and decency maintained ; also that gaol clothing should
be provided for the convicted prisoners, and such of the untried as require it ; it being impossible
to maintain the requisite cleanliness without it in an establishment of this kind. And that
some further employment or labour for the prisoners should be procured, such as the pickin
of oakum. I make these suggestions as only temporary palliatives of the prevailing evils, an:
which cannot be wholly remedied until the buildings are remodelled. I am, however, satisfied
that much immediate i‘;eneﬁt would result from their being carried into effect.

On mustering the prisoners, and requiring the charge against one of the number, the keeper
said that the commitment had not been sent with him; and upon further questioning him, he
stated, < that sometimes five or six days elapsed before the commitments came.”

ELy Oup Gaor.®

This prison is appropriated to the receiving of debtors from the courts of Requests in the
Isle of Ely. It was clean on the day of inspection, and contained but two male prisoners.

F. R., committed 14th March, for 40 days; debt and costs, 1/. 19s. 11§d.

J. P., committed 14th March, for 20 days; debt and costs, 4s. 3d.

ReTurn of the Number of Debtors from™ Courts of Requests in’ the Isle of Ely, who have passed
through the Gaol at Ely in the year 1839, specifying the Number who have paid Debts and Costs.

Discharged, having | Discharged after
Males. Females. paid Debt and Costs. Impriagment.
48 2 11 37

House oF CorrecTION FOR THE IsLE OF ELy AT WISBEACH,

This prison was inspected by me on the 30th of March. Upon going through the wards at
20 minutes to 10 in the morning I found several of the female prisoners in bed, and appa-
rently unexpectedly aroused from sleep by my entrance. In the day-room, one had just come
down, and was lighting the fire, and a second was employed in washing, and had risen at six
oclock. The sleeping cells occupied by the males were unexceptionably clean and neat. I
observe that the keeper’s son still continues to occupy a room adjoining the women's sleeping
cells. There has been no alteration either in the buildings or discipline since my last visit,
I annex a description of the prisoners as mustered by me.

Males, in Airing Yard.

J. W, debtor ; committed for 20 days.
J.H, ditto ditto 40 days.
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T. N,, for trial on a charge of felony ; committed 28th February.
W.B, ditto ditro ditto 2d March.
J. S, ditto ditto ditto 7th January.
wW. D, ditio ditto ditto 26th March.
W.D, ditto ditto ditto 26th March.

10th April.
L., age 50, convicted of larceny ; committed 3d July, 1839.
W. H., age 33, convicted of larceny; sentenced to six months’ imprisonment ; committed
6th October.

B. A. B,, age 33, convicted of larceny; sentenced to six months’ imprisonment ; committed
16th October.

W. S, age 29, convicted of larceny ; sentenced to six months’ imprisonment; committed
16th October.

W. F., convicted of an assault; sentenced to six months’ imprisonment ; committed 16th
October.

J. H., age 19, convicted of larceny; sentenced to six months’ imprisonment; committed
16th October.

J. L., age 50, convicted of larceny; sentenced to six months’ imprisonment ; committed
16th October.

J. M., age 24, convicted of larceny ; sentenced to six months’ imprisonment ; committed
1st January, 1840. ‘

V. W,, age 26, convicted of larceny ; sentenced to six months’ imprisonment, first and last
week solitary; committed 1st January, 1840.

W. D., summary conviction ; sentenced to two calendar months’ imprisonment ; committed
4th February. '

J. F., summary conviction ; sentenced to one calendar month’s imprisonment; committed
5th March.

J. G., summary conviction ; sentenced to one calendai month’s imprisonment; committed
7th March. ‘

S. L., summary conviction ; sentenced to one calendar month’s imprisonment ; committed
10th March.

J. P., summary conviction; sentenced to six weeks’ imprisonment; committed 20th
March.

T. W. S., summary conviction ; sentenced to two calendar months’ imprisonment; com-
mitted 21st March.

J. C., age 30, convicted of larceny; sentenced to six months’ imprisonment; committed
1st January. ) .

G. T., age 46, convicted of a misdemeanour; sentenced to four months’ imprisonment ;
committed 1st January.

B. S,, for further examination ; committed 28th March.

W. W, convicted of a misdemeanour; sentenced to 12 months’ imprisonment ; committed
H

Females.

H. W,, for trial on a charge of felony; committed 12th February.

C. P., for trial on a charge of felony ; committed 8th Iebruary.

M. A. G., age 21, M. A. J,, age 20, convicted of larceny; and each sentenced to four
months’ imprisonment, with a week’s solitary confinement at the conclusion ; committed Ist
January.

M. W., summarily convicted of misdemeanour ; sentenced to 14 days’ imprisonment ; com-
mitted 21st March.

E. M., summarily convicted of misdemeanour; sentenced to two calendar months’ impri-
sonment. Committed 14th February. '

Males. Females.
Total debtors . . . 2 .-
For trial e « « o« D 2
Further examination . 1 ..
Convicted . . . . 18 4
Total . . 26 6

The prisoners were sleeping three in a cell, with the exception of the two debtors, who were
in a cell at night by themselves.

The chaplain states—* That he performs Divine service once upon the Sabbath ; that the
prisoners are very attentive; that the room used as a chapel is at times very much crowded ;
that there is no check there upon the intercourse, as they are all together. He does not
attend the prison systematically to see the prisoners in the week.”

I find that there are only six prayer-books and two testaments in the House of Correction
for the use of the prisoners. The keeper states—¢ that from the year 1824 to the present

time he never had but three testaments and six prayer-books.”

2] M
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The chaplain’s journal is arranged under the following heads :—

Time of Attendance. Number of Prisoners. Observations.

October 28th, 1838 . 33 Morning Prayer and
Sermon.

The surgeon is now paid a salary of 50/. for attendance and medicines. There has been no
material illness nor death in the prison since my last visit.
Number of prisoners under medical treatment March 30th, 1840 :—
T. H., ulcers on the ancle.
— G., venereal.
D. T., excoriation.
M. H., ulcers on the leg.

I examined the books, and found them precisely in the same state as at my last visit ; most

imperfect in form and information.
he bread was of good quality and weight, and is now provided by contract. Soup was
issued to the prisoners three times a week in the past winter.

The tread-mill is usually employed in grinding small portions of grain for poor people,
mostly gleaners, the charge being 4d. a bushel, 2d. under the usual rate. The miller receives
9s. a week, but is entirely unconnected with the discipline of the prison, there being a separate
entry for him to the mill. By the following statement of its transactions for four quarters, it
appears to be quite unproductive, not even paying expenses.

Rerur~ of Earnings and Expenditure of the Tread-Mill for one Year.

March 25th to May 31st, 1839 :—
£ s d

Earnings . . . . . 2 4 9
Miller’'s wages . . . 419 0
Loss . . 214 3

June 1st to August 9th :—

£ s d.
Earnines . . . . . 117 0
Miller's wages . . 411 0
Loss » . 214 0
August 10th to November 2d :—
£ s d
Earninf;ﬂ . . . « o 2 0 2&
Miller’s wages . . 5 0 0
Loss , . 219 9%
November 2d to January 24th, 1840 :—
L. s d
Barpings . . . . . 711 2
Miller’s wages. . 51710

Gain . . 113 4

There have been no attempts at escape nor punishments.

Evidence of Officers.

Turnkey.—* I do not reside in the prison; I came in at six this morning, or a little after; always
come in about that time. I am employed sweeping out the cells till half-past eight. The men are
on the mill during the time ; they come off for breakfast at half-past; they eat it in the yard, they
have no other place. I go out to breakfast, and return at nine, when the men go on the mill again,
and remain till half-past 12. They are half an hour on, and a quarter off for rest. I go to dinner
at the same time, and return at two. The prisoners go to labour again until six o’clock, when they
are locked up. I assist in locking up. The debtors are locked up at the same time. We are occa-
sionally obliged to put the misdemeanants and debtors to sleep together. I go out about once a
fortnight, and am employed to drive a hearse; I sometimes do not acquaint the keeper when I am
going. I have 14s. a-week ; and when I was engaged, I was told T might occasionally drive the
hearse when want-d. I have six children. Was on one occasion assaulted by a debtor, who was
brought before the magistrates, but being out with the hearse, I could not attend.”

The keeper states— """ 7] &y

“ I am left in the prison 14 hours out of the 24. 'The turnkey does not come in till seven o’clock
in the morning, and sometimes later. He occasionally goes out for the whole day, hearse driving,
and does not return until locking up at six. On March the 4th, he was out with the hearse from half-
past 11 till five in the evening. March 5th, he left at noon, and came back at half-past four. March
18th left at nine. and returned at five. March 21st, leftat half-past 12, and did not come back till

the next morning. March 26th, left at 12, returned next morning.
“ I have heard persons of a better description among the debtors object to being thrown into a
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yard with the felons. A very great deal of trouble and annoyance arises from the sending in of pro-
visions to the debtors, who take their meals in the same yard with the others, which is very provokmg to *
the criminals, who have nothing but bread, and leads to the attempt to send in food to them, under the
pretext of its being for debtors. The greatest number of debtors I have had at one time was 21, and
this was in consequence of the dissolution .of partnership between two surgeons. I have had as
many as six retainers against one man; the longest term of imprisonment has been 15 weeks, when
they have had retainers. They enernlly contrive to pay the smallest, and lie out the largest sum.
The retainers are delivered to me all at once, so that they can do this without any undue preference.
While the debtor is here he is maincained by his parish at the rate of a loaf a day, 43d. They used to
be allowed 6d., and saved money. I collect the subsistence money from the officers of the parish to
which the debtor belongs.”

Return of the Number of Debtors from all Courts for the Recovery of Sinall Debts, with the
amount of their respective Debts and Costs, who have passed through the House of Correction at
Wisbeach from the 1st of January, 1839, to the 28th of March, 1840.

Amount of Debt - Amount of Debts
Debtors. and Costs. Debtors.: - and Costs.
’ £ s d £. s d.
R.A*. . . 2 9 8% E.W* . . 3 0 3
A. B. e . . . 2 9 9% E.P*. . 2 7 3%
Jc*. . . . . . 8 8 2 S.E. . . 1 10
W.A. . . . . 0 g8 4 W.F. . . 1 3 6
S.B. . . . . 11410 W.B. . . .1 6 6
GG . . . . . 219 1 J.C. . . 11410
W.H.. . . 214 93 J.F. . . . 210 4
ET., . . . 117 0 W.C* . 2 3 4
J.R. . . .2 91 J.D. . . 211 9%
W.E. . . .1 11 J.F. . . 018 11
J. W. . 1 6 4% W.G.. . 112 2
W. S. .. 2 411 S.W. . 1 3 9
E.E*. . . 212 1% S.B. . . 2 4 0%
J.R* . . 2 6 9} J. F. . .1 0 2%
J.R. 01311 Retainer . 0 8 0
J.O. *’—he had asoverevru, ’ W.L. . 1 0 7%
and bought Lread from ’ | S.W* 2 12 103
the keeperduring his im- ' J.B. . 2 9 6}
prisonment . . 117 4 J.D. . 09 4
J.G. . . . 018 "2 ! W.M. . 3 1 5%
JM . . . 1 4 4 i R.M.* 213 11
SB. . . . . 117 10 W. L. . 1 0 4
T.R. . . . . 3 6 0 W. W,’ 1840 . 1 4 4
H. H. . .« o+ 014 4 JW*, . . . . 2 3 0
JA. . . . . . 1111 J.W. . « . 2 6 9%
J.J. . . .« . 019 4 J. M. e e e e+ . 2 69
J.S* . . . 117 3 J.J. . . . . . 111 2
J. F,20da)s. . . . 161 JH. . . .- . 1 5 2%
J. F., retainer, 40 days 119 9 R.S*, . . . 2 6 93
AF*, . . . . .1 17 4 J.W. . . 1 21

Males. Females.

Discharged on payment of debt and costs . . 12 3
Laid out their time in prison. . . . .o 44 4
Total . . . . . 56 7

The only new fact elicited during the present inspection is that of the female prisoners
being kept in their beds until ten o'clock in the morning, which I find to be the common
practlce

The recommendations made with respect to the duties of the chaplain in the house of cor-
rection at Ely apply to this establishment, and need not be repeated.

I can only repeat the words of a previous report, that the interior of this prison presents
the discreditable spectacle, happily now but of rare occurrence, where the convicted felon, the
untried prisoner, and the debtor are thrown together in unrestrained communion, where
crime can receive no check, repentance no encouragement, and innocence no security.

The two prisons in the Isle of Ely are among the most inconvenient and ill-constructed I
have ever visited. I am persuaded that one well-regulated house of correction for the whole
isle would be found more beneficial than two ineffective ones on a small scale.

The old gaol at Ely might also, 1 think, be appropriated to the reception of the whole
number of debtors sent from the small courts.

I have not failed to draw the attention of the magistrates to the wretchedly defective state
of these prisons, and from communicatious I have received, have every reason to believe their
consideration is directed towards devising the best means for their remedy. The subject is
not without difficulty, from the extreme inconvenience to which a penal establishment is
subjected, by being obliged by law to receive such a class of prisoners as debtors, whose
treatment is wholly at variance with the principle for which such establishments as houses of
correction were erected; namely, the infliction of punishment. In all cases where I have
found this class of prisoners under such circumstances, their presence has been a material
obstacle to discipline.

* TlLose marked with an asterisk were discharged on payment of debt and costs.
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WISBEACH.—Boroucn Porice Lock-ups.

I inspected the lock-ups and station-house lately erected, and in occupation by the police.
They were unexceptionably clean and neat, and appear to be well-adapted for the purpose.
The superintendent of po{ice appears to be an active and zealous officer ; every thing con-
nected with his office which came under my observation was most satisfactory.

Return of the Number of Prisoners, Male and Female, who have passed through the Police
Lock-ups at Wisbeach .from the 1st of January, 1839, to the 1st January, 1840, distinguishing
those above and those under 18 Years of Age.

Males above 18 Years of Age. Males under 18 Years of Age.
Drunk and disorderly . . . . 156 Disordersly . . . . . . . 10
Vagrancy . . . . . . . 46 Vagragey . . . . . . . 2
Felony, and suspicionof . . . 48 Felony. . . . . . . 4
Misdemeanants . . . . . 39 Misdemeanants® . . .« o 13
Assault . . . . . . . 10 - —_
_ Total « . 29
Total 299 —
Females above 18 Years of Age. Females above 18 Years of Age,
Drunk and disorderly . . 9 Disorderly . . . . . 4
Vagraney . . . . . . . 9 Vagraney . « . . . . . 8
Felony . . . . . . 8 Felony. . . . . . . . 2
Misdemeanants . . . . 2 : —_
Assault . . . . . . 1 Total . . 14
Total . . 29
Summary.

Males above 18 years , . . 299

Males under 18 years . . . . 29

Females above 18 years, . . . 29

Females under 18 years. . . . 14

Total of persons . . 371

The police office or station-house is situated in the centre of the town; it comprises a
constable’s office, a charge-room, and three substantial lock-ups, with a water-closet attached.
The charge-room is used for the purpose of keeping the books of the police establishments,
and the magistrates attend to hear the morning and evening charges when occasion requires.

The official books are :—

1. Orderly Book.—In constable’s room.

2. Duty Book.—Showing day and night duties.

3. Report Book.—All informations and complaints.

4. Charge Book.—Headed as under—Day of Week—Day of Month—Hour brought to
Station-house—Age—Name of Party charged—Offence—Officer—Name of Party Charging
— Detained—Hour Bailed—Number of Charge——How disposed of—What Magistrates—
Remarks, &c. .-

The books are kept by the superintendent, whose whole time is devoted to the perform-
ance of his police duties. The force consists of six constables in uniform. The police office
is never left. The lock-ups are secure, well ventilated, and free from external communica-
tion, and of the following size :— . ,

No. 1, or woman’s cell; 7 feet 6 inches long, 4 feet 6 inches wide, with bench the whole
length, 22 inches wide, and the ceiling 11 feet 8 inches high.

0. 2, or strong-hold, is used for felons; this is 8 feet 6 inches long, 4 feet 6 inches wide,
and bench as No. ] ; is arched and roofed over, and 9 feet 9 inches high.

No. 3 is 11 feet long, 5 feet wide; has a bench the entire length, 2 feet 5 inches wide, well
ventilated, perfectly secure, and is the same height as No.1. A passage divides these cells ;
the doors are 3 inches thick, and riveted, with stone lintels, and jams for iron bolts to slide
in. Nine persons are the greatest number confined in them at one time, and that upon extra-
ordinary occasions, such as a mart or fair.

.

CAMBRIDGE.—BorouvcH GaorL ANp House or CokRECTION.

This prison was visited by me on the 26th of March, 1840. The interior was clean and
orderly, and, altogether, I consider the etablishment to be in an improved condition. I annex
a return of the prisoners confined there at the time.

* Under the head of Misdemeanants are denominated those charged with passing bad coin—obtaining goods under
false pretences—garden robbing-—wiiful damage, &c. &¢. &c.
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ReTurN of the Number and Distribution of the Prisoners in Cambridge Borough Gaol,
March 26, 1840.

Yard. | Name of Prisoner. | Age. Offence. Sentence.

17 | Obtaining goods under fulse pretences | 12 months’ hard laubour.
28 | Stealing a copper boiler . . . . | 15 years’ transportation.
18 | Stealing a pilotcoat . . . . 10 yeurs’ ditto.
26 | Stealing fowls and ducks . . 7 years’ ditto,
80 | Steuling a pair of skates. . . 6 months’ hard labour.

20 | Stealing a silk handkerchief . , Ditto.
18 | Stealing a pair of trowsers . 4 months’ hard labour.

PIITT
ommE®eEa

o o o o o

The above seven prisoners were all tried at this present Lent Xssizes.

Yard. | Name of Prisoner. | Age. Misdemeanants, Sentence.
No.6.|J.W. . . |57 | Idle and disorderly . « <« o | 1 month’s hard labour.
s W.B. . .|8|Assault . . . . . . . . Ditto.
’s M.N. . .| 18| Idieand disorderly « . . . . | 7days’ hard labour.
s J.L.. « . {2 | GumeLaws . . . . . . . | 8 months’ ditto.

The above four prisoners are under sumnary conviction.

The prisoners were all sleeping in separate cells. There has been no alteration in the
buildings ; the only change in the establishment has been the discharge of the former keeper
and the appointment of another in his room. Clothing has also been provided for males and
females. The routine of the discipline, diet, &c. remain as formerly described.

The surgeon states « the health of the prisoners to have been satisfactory: there has been
neither a death nor case of epidemical disease, nothing save influenza, and that in a slight
degree. He visits the prisoners twice or three times a-week, whether there is illness or not,
angr::tends corporal punishments when inflicted.”

The chaplain states «that his duties in the prison are carried on in the same manner as at
my last visit: that prisoners have in some cases been sentenced to solitary confinement—in one
instance for a month, in another for a fortnight. Prisoners under such circumstances attend
divine service in the prison chapel on all public occasions. A lad, named G., sentenced to
three months’ imprisonment, the last fortnight solitary, seemed a good deal affected by it.
Those so sentenced are placed in the refractory cell, which is dark, but opens into a small
yard. The same good effects continue to result from the library ; but they mutilate the books
most sadly. 1 have neither had occasion nor thought it proper to administer the sacrament.
Generally speaking, the prisoners conduct themselves very well at chapel; I have very little
occasion to reprove them. One woman behaved very ill, but I think it was in consequence of
her seeing the man there she had been in the habit of cohabiting with. [ have sometimes
provided elementary books, but there is no regular instruction. When we have boys, I give
them chapters in the Bible to learn. One boy here was exceedingly clever, and learnt
many chapters by heart. I felt much interest in him, and got him into the Refuge in London,
where he remained only a fortnight. He was absent about a year and a half, and then
came back to Cambridge, and on the night of his arrival stole a coat, and was sentenced to 10
years’ transportation. %‘le had been altogether five times in the gaol.”

The chaplain’s journal contains no entries of any personal communications he may have
had with the prisoners, nor any observations upon their state of mind, or the effect produced
by the disciphne. '

I examined the prisoners’ food and beer, and found them of most excellent quality, The
Pprovisions are furnished by contract, the keeper checking the quantities delivered with those
charged.

In%pectcd the prison books, which require revision. I recommend the adoption of a de-
scription book, similarly arranged to the one in use at the county gaol, and alsv a journal for
the entry of all punishments and occurrences within the prison.

ExpenorTure of the Borough Gaol and House of Correction at Cambridge, from September 1, 1838,
to August 31, 1839,

Salaries :— £ s d
Chnplain Y . . . . . 50 0 0
Surgeon . . . . . . .8 0 0
Gaolerand matron . . . . 90 0 0
Turnkey . . . . . . . 52 0 0

Total ., , o £222 0 0
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Maintenance, Clothing, &c. of Prisoners :— £ s d
' Bread, per contract, one year, to Midsummer, 1839. 133 6 2
Tablebeer. . . . . . . . . . . . 1119 38
Coals . . . . . . « . . . . . .3115 9
Shoes, &c.. . . . . . . . . . . . 6 3 0
Grocery . . . . . . . . . . . . 1510 8
Ironmongery . . . . . . . . . . . 115 0
Prison dresses, &c. . . . . . . . . . 3 9 0
Blankets, &. . . . . . . . . . . . 23 9 4
Qil, soap, and bedding e e e . . . 8121
Gaoler’s bills, for miscellaneous expenses . . . 2612 1. £ 4 d.
257 12 4
Repairs . . . . .. .+ + .+ « o « 4 o« 58 6 6
Ratesandtaxes . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8 917
Stationeryand books . . . . . . . . . . . . 314 9
Prayer-bouks for the use of prisoners at the gaol chapel . ... 3 0 0
Chimney-sweeper . . . . . . . . . « .« + . 2 00
Gas lamp,oneyear . . . . . . ¢« + . 6 6 0
Wages to an assistant turnkey . . . . . . .« +« 615 0
Removal of conviets . . . . . . « . . . . . .13 0 0
Total. . . . . £581 4 2

Earﬁings at the tread-wheel, from Midsummer, 1838, to Midsummef, 1839, 141. 17s. 0}d.

Evidence of Officers.

Keeper (I. E.), age 32; appointed December 21, 1839 ; formerly of medical profession ; late re-
lieving officer to the Cambridge union, and chief constable ; salary, 90/., with coals, candles, and
garden. “ No prisoner is employed either in his house or garden, and only one as a sweeper, P. H.,
sentenced to six months’ imprisonment for felony, who was never in prison before. This man re-
ceives no remuneration, save being excused labour at the mill. The women wash and mend for the
male prisoners. The tread-wheel is frequently ieft without an officer ; it is quite impossible, with only
one turnkey, to attend entirely to it. ‘The moment any person comes to the lodge, the women are im-
mediately to be seen, looking at them from their yard. The men talk at night from cell to cell.
There has not been a single attempt at escape. I comply with the Acts of Parliament. I see every
prisoner also twice during the day. Divine service on the Sabbath begins at a quarter past nine, and
finishes a quarter before eleven. The prisoners are left by themselves for the remaiuder of the day.
There is no regular hour for prayer on the Tuesday and Friday mornings. The chaplain comes only
to the prison at the times when divine service is performed. Of the three men under sentence of
transportation, one (J. H.) seems desponding and deeply affected with his situation ; I think it is’
likely that the attention of the chaplain would be grateful to him. The chaplain has occasionally the
prisoners in after dinner for an hour or so. Solitary confinement takes place in the refractory cell.
T. K., age 17, sentenced to three months, the last fortnight solitary, was obliged to be withdrawn
from the cell, in consequence of the cold, by order of the surgeon, on the 1st of January. E. P. was
under the same sentence at the same time, and there being but one cell for the purpose, we were
obliged to place them in it on alternate days.”

Turnkey: “ T now receive two shillings a-week additional, in lieu of a ration. It is supposed that
the late keeper’s servant has gone away with a discharged prisoner, who was also acting as a sort of
servant to the keeper. The male and female prisoners open the slides of the doors at the end of the
passages and talk to each other. The debtors and misdemeanants do the sawe on the other side.”__

The keeper’s wife performs the duty of matron without salary.

There appears to have been but one debtor confined here during the present year, 1840.
The prisoners are on the wheel for an hour, and rest for half an hour. he bread is divided
and served out at each meal. The usual punishments are locking up for the day, and dimi-
nishing the allowance to 1 Ib. of bread. Convicted prisoners are only permitted to receive a
visit but once in six months; transports and the untried, by order of a magistrate ; debtors,
every day but the sabbath.

I recommend the magistrates to draw up rules and regulations for the government of-this
prison, defining the routine of the discipline and the duties of the several officers, and submit
the same to the Secretary of State for approval. I also suggest the propriety of boarding up
the iron railings which inclose the airing-yard of the women’s wards, and fixing blinds to their
cell windows; likewise the erecting of doors in the two archways on either side of the keeper’s
house, as the best means of putting a stop to the communication taking place between
prisoners of both sexes. }

I recommend that the chaplain, in compliance with the Gaol Acts, be called upon to per-
form two services on the sabbath ; to see the prisoners frequently and separately, for admoni-
tion and consolation, and to insert in his journal the effect produced by the discipline, morally
and physically, upon the prisoners, together with every information he may derive from them
as to the causes of crime, &c.

I am of opinion that the cell for solitary confinement is improper to be used for such a
purpose for any longer term than three days; and in the winter, I almost doubt whether it
would be prudent to inclose a prisoner there even for that time.

The allowing of pepper and salt to be sent in by the friends of prisoners I think had much
better be discontinued, as leading to unnecessary intercourse, and, if necessary, should be sup-
plied by the borough. .o

I consider some salary should be awarded the matron, if only to fix the responsibility at-

tached to the office.
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CAMBRIDGE.—BoroucH Porice Lock-ups. II.

.. . . NORTHERN AND
These lock-ups were visited and found to be clean and neat: they were without a prisoner. Eastern Disrricr.
T annex returns of the number and description of prisoners who have passed through them

—

3 . Reports on
dunng the years 1838 and 1839: Separate Prisons.
REeTurN of the Number of Persons charged at the Police Station, Cambridge, in the Year 1838. Cambridgeshire.
- . - B Camb}:idze:
Mol b Mal d Females above | Females under . orough Police
;Be;:ar:.' ¢ &e;el:;s.e g 1m8 Years. 18 Years. Total. Lock-ups.
623 142 193 42 982
ReTurN of the Number of Persons charged at the Police Station, Cambridge, in the Year 1839.
Males above Males under | Females above | Females under Total
18 Years. 18 Years. 18 Years. 18 Years. otat.
599 106 131 74 910
CAMBRIDGE.—SpinNiNG Housg, or House oF CORRECTION. Spinning House, or-

This house of correction was visited by me on March 25, 1840. It contained the following C%f,‘;%:,’f,.

female prisoners :—

Lucy N., age 16, committed March 18, for three weeks’ imprisonment.

Mary Anne A, age 22, committed March 19, for one week’s imprisonment.

Elizabeth T., age 16, committed for three weeks, or until the surgeon shall pronounce her

well. .
The interior of this house of correction appeared in the same neglected condition as at
former inspections. I found the three females at breakfast, in an untidy day-room; tea, fine
loaf sugar, ounions, butter, and bread were on the table; in the window was a paper of tobacco,
and pipes on the side of the grate. Two women were sleeping in one cell, and a third
separately. The beds were unmade at the time. '

The keeper states in evidence that « the University still allows 7d. a-day for the maintenance
of each prisoner. He does not object to their having a little beer, if they behave well. They
are not searched when they come in; they have now seldom’ any money; they formerl
used to have. Some of them have been very troublesome lately. %‘hey come in now mucg
younger than they did; we used to have occasionally one or two young ones, but now they
are almost wholly so. Some ladies occasionally visit them, and get l?l(’m admitted to the
Refuge for Prostitutes lately established in the town. There is no hindrance to their commu-
nicating the itch to each other. If a woman happens to break out with the itch afterwards,
and has slept with another, we place them both under treatment. They are allowed candles
to go to bed with. No clergyman attends 1o read prayers; one of the proctors, Mr. Baily, of
Clare Hall, attended regularly in 1838 on Sunday afternoons, and read prayers and lectured
upon passages in the Bible, in which they appeared to take interest, but this ended with his
office. I have no authority to put them to work, the commitment does not authorize me.
People often come a day or two after they are committed to take clothes from the girls which
have been lent to them. We have not so many as formerly, the policemen drive them out of
the streets.” -

The surgeon states, “ The want of cleanliness in the women confined in the spinning house
is to that degree, that they are longer in getting well from disease. I spoke to Mrs. Wright,
but she has no control over them.”

I find by the surgeon’s book that the number of his visits from the 1st of January, 1840, to
the 21st of March, has been 14. It contains entries of the state of health and progress of
prisoners under medical treatment. Extract :—

« Jan. 6, 1840.—W. is well enough to be discharged.

«“ Jan. 25.— , syphilis.

“ Feb. 1.— ——, going on well.”

I make the following extracts from the general register of persons apprehended in the
streets by the proctors :— '
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h .
Name, &ec. A"Da‘te of RP'.Q,'t“" npllaw{e :e::l: d. Charge. Punishment. Remarks.
——, age 18 father | April 9, 1838 .« . Mr. —— . | Street-walking . , | One week . { Once before, for two months, for
in —— Barnwell. very bad behaviour.

May 1, 1838 . . o Mr.—— . [ Dittoe o « o o . Admonished and discharged the

same night.

»» April 7, 1839 L o e o o o o On Sunday, in eompany with

; affected modesty; re-
fused to give her name; be-
haved vioFelnﬂy, and struck the
man ; but discharged the same
night, in consequence of her
hlndving a child only nine weeks
old.

’ " March 5, 1839 o o . Street-walking . . . . Admonished and discharged,

March 16,1839 .« . o . Found behind the eol- . o Discharged in consequence of

lege with a gowns- her being near her confne-

man. ment. :

J H. age 17, St. | April 10, 1839 | —— Place | Mr. — . ¢« o ® o . In company with —— ; and both
A’s. pansh ; mother ran away together at the sight
alive; living with of the proctor. Taken home to
aunt. her aunt. She seems hold, and

likely to be a very bad girl,

J.M.e o o o o Nov.20,1839 | —— Street { Mr. —— . | Charged in the the- | Admonished | Kept by

atre with being a and dis-

bad character,com- |  charged.
mon to town and

) gown.

HP . ¢ « «|May21839.| — Yarl | Mr.—— . | Suspected . o« .| Ditto . . | Hardworking.

"

X

ReTurx of Women committed to the Spinning House by the Vice-Chancellor of the University of
Cambridge, from January, 1838, to March 25, 1840; with the Number of Times they have

1I. been Committed. )
* NortazrN AND AmmA. . . . « . . 3 times. MAA . ¢« . « « . 8times.
Easrery DisTRICT. ElizaG. . . . . . . 8 ,, AmmM. . . . . . .1 ,,
. SarashB. . . . . . . 4 ,, SophyG. . . . . « . 2 |
Reports on ’ ph)
isons. Charlotte B. . . . . . 3 ,, ElizabethR. . . . . . 2 ,,
Separate Prisons ElizaO. . . « « . . 2 . MoriaW. .« . + . . . 1 .
Cambridgeshire. Jane M. . . . . . 2 ,, Mahala A. . . . . . 1 ,,
Cambridge. MaryW.. . . . . . 8 ,, MaryB. . . . . . . 8 ,,
Spinning House, or FrancesW. . . . . 2 ,, AanJ. ... . < . .1 ,,
House of M.AL.. . . . « .1 ,, SarahS. . . . . . . 2 ,,
Correction. MaryF. . . . . . . 2 ,, Charlotte . . . . . . 1 ,,
MargaretL. . . . . . 3 ,, Elizaw.. . . . . . 1 ,,
MAW.. . . . . . 8 ,, SarahH.. . . . . . 1 ,,
Sarah M. . . . . « . 1 ,, ElizaP. . . . . . . 1 ,,
AmmM. . . . . + . 2 ,, SusamP. . . . . . . 38 ,,
AmH. . . . . <« « 1 ,, RhodaG.. . . . . . 1 ,,
SusanF, . . . « « . 1 ,, Hapnah . . . . . . 1 ,,
MAW.. . . . . . 2 ,, M.AB.. « . . .« .1 ,,
ElizaH:, . . . . . . 8 ,, MaryO. . . . . . . 2 ,,
MC. . . « « « 1 ,, SisanB. ., . . . . . 1 ,,
SarahP. . . . « « 1 ,, MargyC. . . » . . . 8 ,,
Ann J- . . . - - . 7 ) Eliza T- . . . . . . l ’9
AmmG. . . . . « < 1 ,, MaryR. . . . « . . 1 ,,
ElenorJ.. « « .« « « 2 ,, MaryH. . . . . . . 1 ,,
SarghP. . . . . < 1 ,, AepmH. . . . . . . 1 ,,.
M. A. R- . . . . . ] ’ Elizabeth T. . . . . . 2 )
AmmW. . . . . . . 2 ,, Elizabeth N. . . . . . 1 ,,
ElizaS. . . . . . . 2 ,, LouwisaH. . . . . . 1 ,,
SpsanP. . . . . . . 3 ,, ElizaH. . . . . . . 1 ,,°
MarthaN. . . . . . 4 ,, CarolineS. . . . . . 1 ,,
SussnH.. . . . . . 1 ,, Sarah J. . . . . 1 5,
SarahN. . . . . . . 6 ,, LowisaM. . . . . . 3 ,,
SusanW.. . . . . . 2 ,, SusanM. . . . . . . 1 ,,
ElizaP. . . . . . . 1 ,, Rhoda G., from Feb. 23, 1835 (being the .
SarahA. . . . . . . 1 ,, first time) to March 26, 1840, committed
LovisaB.. . . . . . 8 ,, 33 times, and twice to the county gaol.
ElizabethS. . . . . . 1 ,, She has been committed 84 weeks, and 8
ElizabethG. . . . . . 1 ,, weeks to this and the county gaol.

By the 2nd and 3rd of Victoria, cap. 56, this house of correction becomes subject to the
regulations laid down in the Gaol Acts, and I waited upon the vice-chancellor of the uni-
versity for the purpose of drawing his attention to the alteration in the law, and again to urge
the propriety of some steps being taken to place the Spinning House in a condition more
creditable to all concerned in the superintendence, and more consonant to justice and hu-
manity. I was requested by him to put myself in communication with the solicitor of the
university, and state what was requisite for the purpose.* I have accordingly communicated
with him on the subject, and offered several suggestions for the better government of
the spinning house, among which are—that the prisoners shall be attended upon wholly
by officers of their own sex; that every prisoner on coming in should be cleansed, exa-

* I have since received the following intimation from the solicitor :—¢¢ The still pending suit respecting the
Spinning House renders it impossible, for the present, to devise any scheme for its permanent management; but

arrangements have already been made for securing the regular performance of service once on every Sabbath; to separate
all the persons confined ut night ; and to improve the superintendence during the day.
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mined by the surgeon, and completely clothed in coarse but clean and uniform apparel;
that they should be kept separate and under direct superintendence as much as possible during
the day, and always sleep in separate cells at night ; that a spare but wholesome diet be pro-
vided, and neither provisions nor any other article be allowed to Le introduced into the
prison; that some employment be provided for the prisoners; that divine service be per-
formed twice on the Sundays by an appointed chaplain, who should visit frequently in the
week ; that morning and evening prayers, selected for the purpose, be read by the matron,
and no meal commenced or concluded without the invocation of a blessing. The giving effect
to these and other recommendations would, I am persuaded, be beneficial, and remove much
of the just obloquy which now attaches to this establishment.

The Chancery suit between the university and town, which involves the question of the ap- .

plication of this charity as a house of correction by the former body, remains apparently in
a state of abeyance. Schemes have, I understand, been proposed by both parties before the
master, but there appears to be little hope of this long litigated question being speedily decided.

For the more perfect comprehension of the peculiar nature of this establishment, and the
use to which it is appropriated, I annex the following extracts from the report of my first
inspection :— ‘

Spinning House, Cambridge.

This establishment, situate in St. Andrew's-street, was founded by Thomas Hobson, in
1628, for the purpose, as expressed by him in the endowment, * of setting the poor people of
the University and town of Cambridge to work, and for a house of correction for correcting
unruly and stubborn rogues, beggars, and other poor people which shall refuse work, and to
provide wool and flax for their occupation.”

The spinning house, as fronting the street, presents a modern brick elevation, pierced by
a gate in the centre, on each side of which are the keeper’s apartments. The interior build-
ings form a parallelogram, of which the central area is divided into four compartments or
airing-yards, intended for as many classes of prisoners.

No. 1 yard is of a triangular shape, 42 ft. by 24 ; the apartments allotted to it, on the
ground floor, are a day-room, 12 ft. by 12, and 10ft. high; five sleeping-cells, each 6 ft. by 9,
and 8 f. 6 in. high. On the second floor are a set of rooms of the same size and number.

No. 2 yard.—Ground floor, day-room, 13 ft. by 8 ft., 10 ft. high; two sleeping-cells, 6 ft.
by 9ft., 8y ft. 10 in. high. Second floor, three sleepiné-cells, 6 ft. by 9 ft., but no day-room.

No. 3 yard.—Ground floor, day-room, 13 ft. by 8 ft., 10 ft. high; three sleeping-cells, 6 ft.
by 9 ft,, 8 ft. 10in. high. Second floor, three sleeping-cells, 6 ft. by 9 ft., but no day-room.

No. 4.—Precisely, as to number, apartments, and size, as No. 1. In all, six day-rooms,
31 sleeping-cells.

The infirmary is detached, and consists of two rooms, 14 ft. square, 10 ft. high, and a yard
36 ft. by 24.

The Zells have no fire-places, but are light, and look into the yards; the floors are of oak,
the doors of deal, and the roofs of the cells are planked with wood of the same description.

There are no privies in the upper stories, and those in the lower story are most improperly

aced at the extremity of the passages which lead to the cells; there is an utter want of venti-

tion, and the effluvia is most offensive and nauseous.

The premises are not detached, and are by no means secure from accidents by fire.

The chapel is on the second story, neatly fitted up, but without divisions, and is not made use of.

The property is vested in trustees, who pay for the repairs of the building, and the keeper's

The University and the town of Cambridge, being both named in the endowment as parti-
cipators in Hobson’s benefaction, the trustees have appropriated it between them; retaining
to themselves the appointment of the keeper, and paying his salary and the repairs of the
buildings. In the year 1822, the sum of PEGOL was laid out in alterations. The proceeds of
the property now remaining for its maintenance are about 2801. a-year.

It appears that some dissatisfaction exists in the town of Cambridge as to its appropriation,
for a suit in Chancery is now in progress to decide thereon.

The University make use of their allotted portion of the spinning house for the inclusion of
prostitutes, who are apprehended by the proctors ; they are taken there generally at night.
The vice-chancellor attends in the morning, and the prisoners are brought before him. A
proctor is present, and the information is taken without the formality of an oath, and the
offenders dealt with by sentences of imprisonment for periods not exceeding two months, or
fi‘;dlls.cmhm'ged upon admonition. The warrant for their detention to the keeper is in the annexed

“ To the Keeper of the Spinning House, or House of Correction, in the town of Cambridge.

“ Whereas hath been apprehended by , one of the proctors of the said Uni-
versity, within the limits and _jurisdiction thereof, and has this day been brought before me,
and charged with being an idle and disorderly person, suspected of incontinence, and a com-
mon street-walker ; which charge, as well upon the information of the said proctor, as upon
the examination of the said culprit, and after having heard what the said culprit had to allege
in her defence, I do adjudge to be true.

¢ These are, therefore, to require and command you to receive into your custody the said
culprit, and her safely to keep in your said spinning house for

“ Given under my hand and seal, at Cambridge, this

Lord, 183

day of , in the year of our

“ , D.D,, of College, and Vice-chancellor of the
: University ofg Cambridge.”

(2]
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These unfortunate females are only sent to the spinning house during term time.

Diet.—The University allow sixpence and a pint of beer, daily, to each, and coals and
candles as required.

The prisoners are permitted to have what provisions they please, and generally four of
them put their sixpences together, and the articles desired by them are furnished by the
keeper, who admits that he makes a profit thereon. His efholuments thus obtained amount,
according to his own estimation, to five or six pounds per annum. The prisoners likewise
have permission to receive articles of food from their frien(}’s.

Bedding.—Flock matiress, two blankets, and cotton coverlid.
The prisoners generally sleep in pairs.

Labour.—None.

Punishments.—Refractory and unmanageable prisoners are sent to the county gaol, upon
representation by the keeper to the vice-chancellor. There are two cells termed solitary, but
the keeper declares that he is afraid to confine them for a longer period than eight or ten
hours, lest they should commit suicide—two having attempted to strangle themselves.

Moral and Religious Instruction.—The University has made no provision for any instruc-
tion. Some benevolent ladies have occasionally visited the prison; and a clergyman, a
member of King’s College, some time back attended voluntarily on a Sunday, but discontinued
it for private reasons ; since which, no divine service has been performed.

Health.—A very great proportion of the females received here are infected with venereal
complaints, and, when suffering in the extreme, proffer a request to the authorities to be taken
in, which is granted : they are kept separate from those in health.

The surgeon, in his evidence, says, “ The whole place is badly managed; common fevers
are prevalent among the most dissipated of its inmates ; the whole prison is ill ventilated, and
ill adapted for its purposes; the effluvia from the water-closets adjoining the cells is most
offensive ; he considers it injurious to health, and still more so. to those seeking the recovery
of it.”

Visits and Letters—The prisoners are permitted to see their relations. Letters are in-
spected, both coming into the prison and going out.

General Discipline—This prison appeared, upon first inspection—particularly that portion
applied to vagrants—to be in a neglected and uncleanly state; but on a second visit, it was
much improved in this particular. There is no sort of discipline maintained ; several escapes
have taken place. The prisoners are not searched, nor (Yeprived of money, nor any other
article.

They occasionally climb over the walls of one airing-yard into another; they pass their
time huddled round the fires, in obscene talk, or occasionally in singing and dancing. The
keeper gives it as his opinion, « that any girl not very bad, would be far worse on going out
than when she came in. He has observed shades of difference, as to feeling their situations,
among some of the females upon first coming in, but this has worn off by association.”

The confinement has no other effect but that of keeping them out of the streets in term
time. The females now come in at a much younger age than formerly ; they have generally
been servant girls in lodging-houses in the town.

The inutility of this establishment cannot be better exemplified than that the number of

unfortunate females committed from November 4, 1834, to the day of inspection, 29th of
October, 1835, was 66; the number of committals, 176 ; averaging nearly three commit-
ments of each individual; and the gross amount of imprisonment which they underwent was
2,634 days, averaging 39 days for each.

Accounts, Expenses.—The expense to the University for the maintenance of the female
prisoners averages about 120/. per annum.

Keeper—Appointed by the trustees the 18th of June, 1827. Is a watchmaker by trade,
and carries on his business at a shop in Sidney-street.

Salary and Emoluments.
' £ s d
Salary . . . . . . . . . . 60 0 O Paid by the trustees.
Gratuity now paid to his wife as matron . 15 0 0 ,, ditto.
Salary as keeper of the vagrants’ side . . 1818 0 ,, by town.
Gain from prisoners’ provisions . . . . 6 0 0
0

Total. . . . .£99 18

The keeper's appointment was merely verbally notified to him by the secretary to the
trustees of Hobson's charity ; he neither received, nor has he any instructions, nor rules, as to
his duties, or responsibility, neither from the University, the town magistrates, nor the trustees,
and describes himself as feeling very uncomfortable at times in consequence.

Surgeon.—Salary, 100L. per annum, paid by the University, for medicines and attendance.

General Observations.—These will apply simply to this place as a house of inclusien for
prostitutes. Its utter deficiency in every requisite will be observed, in the above details, to be
s0 glaring as to require butlittle, if any, further remark. I am quite convinced that the effeet
of this imprisonment upon these unfortunates destroys any spark of good feeling they may
have yet lingering in their breasts. These females appear to be all in the same class of de-
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gradation—the lowest—from association, all alike. It isa grievous inconsistency, if not an
offence against morals, to place offenders in a situation where, instead of being corrected and
reformed, their < last state must become worse than their first.”

A Chancery suit has now been two years pending, upon the propriety of the appropriation

NorTHERN AND

Easrerxy Disrricr

Reports on

of this charity to the present purposes. The site and building, with some alterations, would Separate Prisons.

be sufficient, under proper management, to render it very beneficially available for the pur-
ses of a female penitentiary for unfortunate women, where labour might be enforced for the
inculcation of regular habits in the irregular ; and where religious and moral instruction might

be instilled into the ignorant and abandoned; with the higher object in view, of permanent S

reformation. Such an institution would be equally advantageous to the town and University.
The surgeon, in his evidence, says, “ I have often heard benevolent persons declare, that if
this prison were better managed, they would cheerfully give up their time to promote, in any
way, the moral and religious welfare of its inmates.”

NORFOLK.

RarueN of the Number and Employment of Prisoners in the County Gaol and House of Correction
for Norfolk, on the 1st of April, 1840.

OFreNncEs. EuxpLOoYMENT.
Fortrial . . . . . . . 23 At the wheel . . . . . . 94
Convicted felons . . . . . 51 Tailors . Ce e e 2
” misdemeanants . . . 2 Shoemakers. . . . . ., . 1
Summary for poaching . . . 7 Hospital. . . ... . . . 2
Assault . . . o e 3 Itthward . . . . . 6
Misdemeanants . . . . . . 8 Wardsmen . e e e 4
Under sentence of transportation . 10 Nurse in hospital . . . . . ..
Want of sureties . . . . . 1 Knitting stockings and caps . . 2
Ofvagramey . . . . . . 6 Debtors . . . . . . . . 11
Debtors. . . . . . . . 11
Total . R 122 Total ., . . . 122
Name of Wardsmen. |Offence for which imprisoned. If in Prison before. For what Offence.
Charles S. . . . [ Stealing fowls . .| Not. :
James W, . . . | Stealingbread . . | Once. . . . . {Idl;:;:s, in 1827; 14
JohmS. . . . . |[Assault ., . . .| Not
JohnL. . . . . | Stealingcorn . . | Not.

The prisoners were all sleeping in separate cells, except in the following instances :—

Class No. 3, Trial side, 1 Cell with 3.
Class ,, 14, » 1 Cell with 3.
Cl_ass » 13, Vagrants, 1 Cell with 4.

The interior of this prison was generally clean and in good order at the period of my
inspection. On going through the dag’ rooms I observed in one of them pots of flowers,
belonging to the keeper, which I consider were better away. I noticed also in one, shoe-
brushes and blacking ; and upon asking the prisoner, who was referred to as having them in
charge, whether he was employed by any of the officers to clean their boots and shoes, he
most positively and emphatically declared that he was not, when, upon sending for the turnkey
in charge of his class, he immediately said that it was the case. I mention this fact, to show
how little the assertions of such men can be relied on, when even sure of being convicted of
falsehood. On inspecting the sleeping cells, I found in several instances the walls to have been
defaced by the prisoners scratching their names on them in large letters; in one 1 observed
by the droppings of tallow on the bedstead and the appearance of smoke agai\rlnst2 the wall

Cambridgeshire.
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House of
Correction.

Norfolk.
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that a lighted candle had been there. Upon making inquin‘y, and on examining the prisoners,
I found that one of them had stolen a piece of candle out of the turnkey’s lantern when em-
ployed in locking up, and had found means, on a subsequent occasion, to introduce it lighted
into his sleeping cell. The turnkey found the cundle a few days afterwards, but did not report
the circumstance. Several of the prisoners convicted at the previous sessions were not under-
going their sentences of hard labour; the keeper stated that, in consequence of the illness of
the chaplain, they had net been classed. , ) ,

The surgeon, upon being questioned as to the sufficiency of the diet, says,  The present
dietary appears to be sufficient, judging by the good health of the prisoners, and the peculiar
circumstance of their living so much on farinaceous food when out.

Dietary.—Convicted prisoners, sentenced to 4 months and upwards, are allowed 2} lbs. of
bread per day. Prisoners for trial 2 lbs. per day ; and boys for trial, and vagrants sentenced
to 7, 14, or 21 days, 1 1b. to 1} Ib. per day, according to age. All prisoners committed for
trial, and those sentenced to imprisonment for 3 months and upwards, are allowed half a
pound of cheese weekly. '

Prisoners sentenced to a period of 4 months imprisonment are allowed one pint of milk
daily.

guring the past year the health of the prisoners appears to have been satisfactory, with the
exception of three cases of small-pox, one of which proved fatal. The surgeon states, « It was
impossible to trace how it originated, the man on whom it first broke out had been in for
months. It was raging in the town and county, and I might have brought it in myself.
Many of the prisoners had been previously vaccinated, others refused to have it done. There
appears to be a want of confidence in its efficacy among the humbler classes. I now
attend all corporal punishments, inspect the prisoners before they are classed, and see every
Erisoner at least once a week ; seldom a day elapses without my being in the prison. There

as been a great deal of simulated disease lately. One man in particular pretended to be
insane, and assaulted me violently; he also complained of an extensive ulcer on his leg.”
(Vide extracts from Surgeon's Journal.)

Two prisoners under sentence of transportation have been detained here for some time on
account of infirmity. The surgeon examined them in my presence, and states their cases
to be :—

J. G.—Age 71 ; committed 24th August, 1831 ; convicted of bestiality, sentence of death recorded.
Health perfectly good, the only reason not sent to the hulks was his old age; he was kept nearly
two years alone, but his health and spirits breaking down it was found necessary to class him, and he
is placed in the hospital. He passes his time in knitting stockings.

H. P.—Age 39 ; general health very good ; stiff joint from white swelling, not requiring medical
attendance ; unable to move except with crutches ; he is placed in the hospital from the difficulty of finding
another suitable place for him, and occasions considerable embarrassment by his being there. ‘There
was great inflammation in the kuee one period, and he was in great danger ; he was in the hospital for
many months ; his leg is bandaged constantly, and he stutes is affected by changes in the atmosphere.
The magistrates have extended to him the indulgence of a room and fire, He is extremely anxious to
leave the prison, and expresses a wish to go to the penitentiary. o

There was not a single prisoner under medical treatment on the day of inspection.

RETURN of the Number of Prisoners who have died in the County Gaol, from October, 1838, to

October, 1839.

Neme. | Age | Dt Huor | HorlmglPina | Dinass
T.I . 30 17 April, 1839 . | Good . . 9days . . . | Apoplexy.
C.D.. 50 27 April, 1889 . | Good . . .| 6 weeks . Executed.
G.H.. 21 17 July, 1839 ., | Consumption . | 3 months . . " Consumption.
W. N. 22 2 August, 1839 | Good . . 28 days . . . | Small-pox.

Cases of illness during the same period :—
Slight indispesition . . . .
Infirmarycases . . « .« .

22
11

I make the following extracts from the Surgeon’s Journal :

Extracts from Surgeon’s Journal.

“ Friday, Sth August, 1838.—I have this day at 12 o’clock attended the flogging of ——, aged 16,
who received 12 lashes.

“T have this week examined five men previously to being classed, and found them all free from any
affliction. I have inspected the prisoners, and find every thing in good order. Number in

custody, 96.
+« 30th November, 1838.—I have visited the prisoners every day this week, but there has not been

a single case of sickness.

“ , who has been for some time very bad with the venereal complaint, is quite recovered.

«“ H. P. is the only person in the hospital. He has had a diseased knee for six years, and is so
much debilitated that he requires to have meat diet.

¢« 15th February, 1839.—H. P. continues very ill.
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“J. B. has a'maliguant carbuncle on his back, a most serious case. 1t has Leen opened, and he
requires a pint of porter daily, with meat diet.

«22nd February.—I have visited J. B. every day this week, who has been in a state of great danger.
He has two pints of porter daily with bark and good meat diet. The carbuncle on his back appears
to be going on better than I could have expected, and the mortified parts are separating, but it is a
case of great importance and danger.

“10th March, 1839.—J. B. has the small-pox. He inust be removed to a sick room, and be
allowed tea, gruel, and milk.

*Tuesday, 19th.—He is very full of small-pox, and is very ill.

** Wednesday, 20th.—Continues very ill, and requires to be bled.

** Thursday, 21st.—Contiuues very ill.

“ Friday, 22d.—Continues very ill, and is in great danger.

‘ Friday, April 5th.—J. B., who has had the small-pox, is much better, and will go out on Thursday
next.

¢ Friday, April 12th.—I have visited the prisoners every day this week ; no cases of illness but
the three tollowing,—J. B., with the carbuncle on the back, who is nearly well; J. P., who is very ill
with the small-pox ; and C. E., who is subject to fits, and is now very ill. He has bloody urine,
with other symptoms of debility, which require meat broth daily.

“Tuesday, April 16th.—J. P. continues very ill and is in great danger of his life. I have visited
» & vagrant, who is quite insensible, and appears to be rapidly sinking. He must have some
brandy and some gruel.

“ Wednesday, April 17th.—T. I. expired at a quarter before one o’clock, and I attended the coroner’s
inquest at half past ten.

¢ Monday, July 15th.—I have visited ——. He has passed a very bad night, and appears to
be rapidly sinking. He may be allowed fruit, and any thing he wishes. ]

* Tuesday, July 16th.—H. has passed another bad night, and is unable to take any thing.

“ Wednesday, July 17th.— Continues very bad.

¢ Thursday, July 18th.— died last night at half past nine o’clock.

“ Sunday, July 21st.— —— has the small-pox, and must be removed to the hospital.

“ Wednesday, July 24th.——— is in great dauger. He has been in a high state of delirium during
the night, and broken all the windows in his room.

* Friday, July 2d.— —— appears to be rapidly sinking.

“ died at a quarter before 5 o’clock thi$ afiernoon.

“ August 31st.—I have visited G. B., who is confined to his cell for ill behaviour; he is so violent
in his conduct, that I have considered it necessary to have him strapped down to his bed, as a measure
of precaution, not being able to ascertain whether his violence arises from feigning or disease, He
refusl:esd to take food, but [ have directed it to be given to him, and that he should be carefully
watched.

“ September 1st.—I have visited G. B.; he is quite well, and I have clearly ascertained that he
feigned his violence. ,

‘ September 6th.—I have clearly ascertained that G. B. has feigned illness, but he expresses
great contrition. His leg is so much inflamed that he cannot work at present.

¢ January 24th, 1840.—The 10 men under treatment for venereal complaints are all better; but
~——— is s0 bad that he is placed in the hospital.”

I have much pleasure in bearing testimony to the very satisfactory manner in which the
duties of the surgeon are performed.

The duties of the chaplain are carried on in precisely the same exemplary manner as noted
in former reports. He states, « There has been one execution; the man was exceedingly peni-
tent; but I do not think that it left so great an impression upon the prisoners as in the case of
those who suffered for the Denven murders. The greatest number admitted to the sacrament
at one time were 6 felons and 4 misdemeanants. I have never administered the sacrament to
an untried man charged with felony ; the 4 misdemeanants were untried, but were exceptions.
I have had Baptists in the prison who have objected to the Church catechism. There have
been no attempts at suicide; I never knew the prison so long without an attempt. The pri-
soners have conducted themselves very well at chapel. Solitary confinement here has never
exceeded a fortnight, and is generally for a week ; itis not such absolute solitude as to enable
me to give a decided opinion upon it. There are instances in which I hear of prisoners doing
well since discharged.—A labourer convicted of an assault and robbery ; he was in for two years,
and behaved remarkably well while in prison, and since his discharge has got into service,
and conducted himself well ever since. I used formerly to reward good conduct in prison
by an occasional shilling from the bequest fund ; instead of which I now give them a book,
such as a Bible, Prayer-book, &c.”
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A SuMMARY of the Proficiency of the Prisoners in Norwicu CastLe in Reading, &c., at the time of
their Commitment, taken at different periods from 1826 to 1840. Compiled by the Chaplain.

N.B.—All recommittals are omitted, and also those prisoners who may have been committed for
too short a time to come under the chaplain’s regular and continued instruction.

Read im-
Not able Knew | perfectly, Read in | Read and Un-
to Read | Alphabet. | but of no |Testament, Write. | Educated. | educuted. | Total.
use to | not Write.
them.

1826: Feb. 7 153 24 40 45 89 134 217 851
Mar. 8 178 28 49 51 99 150 250 400

June 6 223 32 60 56 129 185 315 500

Oct. 24 264 40 68 68 160 228 372 600

Dec. 27 311 43 85 81 180 261 439 700

1827: Mar. 15 350 52 105 91 202 293 507 800
June 13 393 57 119 109 222 331 569 900

Oct. 16 430 60 128 124 258 382 | 618 1,000

1828: Feb. 5 475 66 14) 137 281 418 682 | 1,100
April 28 515 67 153 153 312 465 785 1,200

Sept. 1 554 72 167 169 338 507 798 | 1,300

Nov. 29 604 M 177 181 361 542 858 | 1,400

1829 : Feb. 4 641 81 187 197 394 591 909 1,500
April 4 678 88 205 207 422 629 971 1,600

July 138 718 94 215 221 452 673 | 1,027 1,700

Oct. 21 750 99 228 287 486 723 1,077 | 1,800

1830: Jan. 21 793 100 2492 253 512 765 1,185 1,900
Mar. 29 822 105 262 273 538 811 1,189 | 2,000

July 28 848 109 286 - 291 566 857 1,243 | 2,100

Nov. 15 875 111 306 310 598 908 1,292 | 2,200

Dec. 24 916 117 324 320 623 943 1,857 | 2,300

1831: Feb. 10 955 120 339 339 647 986 1,414 | 2,400
May 4 989 123 351 357 680 1,087 | 1,463 | 2,500

Sept. 3| 1,019 127 366 378 710 1,088 1,512 | 2,600

Dec. 7 1,052 129 3881 ' 895 743 1,138 1,562 | 2,700

1632: Jan. 31 1,084 133 398 415 770 1,185 | 1,615 | 2,800
April 9 1,113 140 417 433 797 | 1,280 | ‘1,670 | 2,900

Juue 25 1,146 147 428 445 834 1,279 1,721 3,000

Oct. ' 15 1,175 152 449 461 8§63 1,324 1,776 | 3,100

1833: Jan. b5 1,204 157 459 479 901 1,380 1,820 | 8,200
Mar. 19 1,23¢ 166 470 494 932 1,426 1,874 | 3,300

June 18 1,268 178 483 511 965 1,476 | 1,924 | 3,400

Sept. 27 1,296 177 493 533 1,001 1,534 1,966 | 3,500

Nov. 28 1,330 186 499 555 1,030 1,585 | 2,015 | 3,600

1834 : Jan. 16 1,364 194 508 577 1,057 1,634 | 2,066 | 3,700
Mar. 22 1,397 204 521 599 1,079 1,678 | 2,122 | 3,800

June 24 1,428 211 534 617 1,110 1,727 | 2,178 | 3,900

Oct. 23| 1,463 219 540 635 1,143 1,778 | 2,222 | 4,000

1835: Feb. 10 1,499 222 547 651 1,181 1,832 | 2,268 | 4,100
April 7 1,542 231 554 675 1,198 1,873 | 2,327 | 4,200

July 16 1,581 287 561 693 1,228 1,921 2,379 | 4,300

Nov. 4 1,611 249 571 715 1,254 1,969 | 2,431 4,400

1836: Jan. 19 | 1,642 255 583 740 1,280 | 2,020 | 2,480 | 4,500
Mar. 18 1,673 267 599 765 1,296 2,061 2,539 | 4,600

June 138 1,706 274 612 785 1,328 | 2,108 | 2,592 | 4,700

Oct. 18 1,740 278 629 802 1,351 2,153 | 2,647 | 4,800

1887: ¥eb, 1 1,185 283 640 816 1,376 | 2,192 | 2,708 | 4,900
May 381 1,822 289 651 831 1,407 | 2,288 | 2,762 | 5,000

Oct. 18 1,857 293 677 844 1,439 | 2,288 | 2,817 | 5,100

18388: Feb. 7 1,897 299 684 859 1,461 2,320 | 2,880 5,200
June 18 1,925 304 705 876 1,490 | 2,366 | 2,934 5,300

Oct. 1 1,961 308 718 890 1,523 2,418 | 2,987 | 5,400

1839 : Feb. 15 1,990 315 133 908 1,554 2,462 | 3,038 5,500
July 2| 2,023 3824 747 923 1,583 | 2,506 | 8,094 5,600

Dec. 17 | 2,049 333 764 942 1,612 | 2,554 | 3,146 5,700

1840: Mar. 18 2,069 346 783 967 1,635 | 2,602 | 3,198 | 5,800

I annex the following extract from the Chaplain’s Annual Report to the Quarter Sessions,
made in October, 1839.

“The prisoners are now in perfectly good order, well behaved, and obedient to the rules and regu-
lations of the prison. During the past year its discipline and gcod order have been occasionally in-
terrupted by the works which have been carried on in restoring that part of the castle which is in
more immediate connexion with the prisoners, and more especially by the alteration of the tread-mill,
which has left them for a considerable time without any regular employment. By watchful attention
however on the part of the officers of the gaol, by separating the prisoners as far as the present regu-
lations of the prison allow, and by sending those who were sentenced to long periods of punishment
to the other prisons of the county, the evil has been prevented from extending itself very far, or from
becoming permanent. The advantages to be obtained through this recent alteration of the tread-
wheels have, in the short period in which the mill has been at work, been satisfactorily proved by the
facility with which the task-master can prevent the prisoners whilst at labour from holding any con-
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taminating commaunications with each other, as well as by the opportunity which the keeper now has I
at all times of secretly inspecting both the prisoners, and those who are set over them. NORTHERN AND
“ The number of prisoners on the penal side of the prison is considerably less than usual at this Easrzrn Disrarct.
season of the year. It amounts only to 68. Of these 32 could not read at the time of their commit- —

Reports on

ment ; 8 could read very imperfectly, 17 could read a chapter in the Bible; and 11 could both read Separate Prisone.

and write. A large proportion of these have been but a short time in prison. Those who have been -
under a longer course of discipline and instruction have made a very satisfactory progress. Of the Norfolk.
68 above mentioned prisoners, 44 profess to belong to the Established Church; 9 to no sect of Norwich Castle.
Christians; 10 to be Ranters or Methodists ; and 1 a Roman Catholic. Of the 13 debtors now in o?ml chuol and
confinement 10 profess to belong to the Established Church, 1 to be a Baptist, 1 a Methodist, and mee of
1 a Calvinistic Independent. Not one prisoner throughout the gaol refuses or objects to attend the Correction.
service of the chapel : on the contrary, most of them seem to derive comfort and instruction from their
attendance. In the course of the last year several have heen admitted to the Sacrament of the Lord's
Supper, and I have reason to hope, in most of these cases, with a sincere resolution ‘to lead a new
life.> Nor have I been left without the cheering intelligence from without the prison, that some of
those who have been discharged from it, have, by their subsequent conduct, given proots of an altered
amd improved disposition of mind.”
Rxrunx of the Degree of Instruction of the Prisoners in the Norfolk County Gaol, from Michaelmas,

1838, to Michaelmas, 1839.

Prisoners .
17 Years and | L 1soners
upwards.
Neither Read nor Write . . . . 82 9
Readonly . . . . . . . . 26 1
Read or Write, or both, imperfectly . 35 6
Read and Writewell . . . . . 61 8
Total . . . . 204 24

On Sunday, the 5th ‘April, I attended evening service in the prison, and I have great satis-
faction in recording my testimony of the very careful and impressive manuner in which public
worship is conducted by the chaplain. Although, in the execution of my duty, a constant at-
tendant of prison chapels, I have never, on any former occasion, listened to a discourse so well
calculated to be of real benefit to that peculiar class to whom it was addressed. It was a
most able, but at the same time a plain and practical exposition of the advantages derived
from a belief in religion, and the moral duties required of every member of the community.

The duties of the schoolmaster are. carried on in the same manner as described in a former
report. I annex the minutes of mny.examination as to the progress made by the prisoners
under his tuition.

Examination of the progress made by the Prisoners in Learning.

M. B.—Age 20, committed 2d December, 1839 ; father and mother living ; father a car- .
penter, has three brothers and three sisters, two younger than himself; is sentenced to four
months imprisonment for fowl-stealing ; used mostly to attend church; never went to any but
Sunday-school ; was brought up as a farmer’s labourer, and could very seldom attend either
church or school, being employed crow-tending, and stone-picking, and attending stock ; is a
:in%le man, and earning 10s. 6d. a-week when apprehended; could only read very imper-

ect '” . . .
H{a read very tolerably before me, and appeared to understand pretty well.

J. L.—Age 20; father and mother living, the former a lime-burner by profession ; farmer’s
labourer ; unable to read when committed. His offence stealing bread and butter, sentenced
to six months; previously convicted of stealing a coat. ¢ I have two brothers and two sisters.
As early as I can recollect I was employed in stone-picking and crow tending, but not on
Sundays. I sometimes went to church, sometimes to chapel. I never went to school, but
brothers and sisters are all pretty good scholars. I had learned to read a little, but forgot it
all. Was earning 7s. a-week at home.”

Reads tolerably well, but is dull of comprehension.

M. G.—Age 18; father and mother living ; farmer's labourer ; could not read, nor any of
the family; committed 24th July, 1839 ; sentenced to 12 months imprisonment for an assault
with attempt to commit a rape. ‘1 have been at school, but got no learning; sometimes
missed going to church on Sunday, sometimes did not ; father goes to church and ranters;
I went first to bird-keeping at seven or eight years old ; used to do it all the week round ; got
1s. 6d. a-week for it. I was earning 5s. a-week when taken; was living with father, who
made him pay 4s. for keep.”

Read to me pretty well, but does not understand altogether so well as might be wished.

W. R—Age 23; father alive, a shoemaker, no mother, eight children; sentenced to eight
calendar months, the first, middle, and last, solitary ; farmer’s labourer. I went to charity
school for about two years ; I could read, but forgot it ; I was eight years old when at school ;
I earn ls. 6d. a-day in the winter ; went first to work at crow-keeping, Sundays and all.”

This Jad read extremely well, and answered the questions put to him very correctly. His
offence was committed in a beer-shop, where he had been drinking the entire day.

M. M.—Age 17 ; father and mother; father game-keeper to —— at 10s. a-week ; father
goes to clrarch every other Sumday; prisoner was never at school; has three brothers and
sisters at home; one of his little brothers goes to school now every Sunday ; been twice cons
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victed of felony ; his second offence committed about a month after discharge from impriso-
ment for the first. Sentenced to 4 calendar months.

This boy is idle and negligent, and of a dogged and sullen disposition, pays no attention to
his lessons, and has been in close confinement for neglecting them : he says  That learning
will not get him a livelihood, therefore he will not give himself any trouble about it.”

J. G.—Age 35 ; pleaded guilty; committed 31st August, 1839; sentenced to 12 months
imprisonment, first and last week solitary; read imperfectly when he came in. I never
went to school even for a day; was brought up as a farmer’s labourer, used to go into the
fields crow-tending, and picking of stones, till 16 or 17 ; father died 20 weeks before I was
born ; never went to church ; T used to think there was a Creator, my conscience told me of
it several times. I had an idea of a Saviour from others, but an imperfect one. I learnt
worsted weaving in the country ; it was camlet weaving for the East Indies, which has now en-
tirely fallen off. I followed weaving; married, and had three children. I have been much

ut to it for a livelihood the last few years; have hawked fish, or any thing I could get.

y wife weaves silk at home; one child 13, another 11, the third 9; sze earns about seven
or nine shillings a-week ; when I first took to weaving, and the trade was good, I got 16 or
17 shillings, and now from 12 to 13 when I get work, which is not above two or three months
in the year. I met the man who was with me in the burglary at a public-house by chance.
I do not think I spoke to him above two or three times before the thing was done. My wife
attends church with the children.” . :

This man expressed a great desire to be instructed, and now reads extremely well, and
answered the questions put by me very correctly.

1 have much satisfaction in reporting that I consider the method of instruction to have been

reatly improved. I do not now find the prisoners reading fluently by rote, without compre-
Eending a word of what they had thus superficially acquired.
I examined the prisoners’ food, and found it of excellent quality and the regulated weight.

Accounr of the Disbursements at Norwich Castle, from Midsummer, 1888, to Midsummer, 1839.
Salaries of Officers and Assistants.

£ s d
Keeper, one year’ssalary . . . . . « « « « . o 500 0 0
Chaplain, do. e o + + 4 e e o« o e« o 800 0 O
Surgeon, do. e e e+ & e e e o e o 120 0 O
Porter, or Chief Turnkey, 52 weeks’ wages . . . . . . 65 0 0
2nd Turnkey, do. e« e e« e o 5412 0
8rd Turnkey, do. o e e e e . 52 0 0
4th Turnkey, do. o e e e e e 52 0 0
Schoolmaster, do. e e e e e 52 0 O
Miller, do. o o . o . 52 0 0
Taskmaster, do. e e e e e 52 0 0
Extra help . . . . . . . . . . . . . - 3 8 0
Maintenance of Prisoners.
69,864 Loaves of Bread, of 1lb.each . . . « . « . 594 811
2,0351bs.of Cheese . o « ¢ o o o o o o o . 63 11 10
Grocery. « « . . « e o o e o . e e 1112 0
10,011 pints of Milk, for convicts e o + o e & o 47 10 9
Christmas dinner for prisoners . . . . o e . 7 510
Beer for prisoners on Coronation-day . . . . . . . . 1 2 8
Diet ordered by surgeon for sick prisoners . . . . . . 38 7 6
Clothing, Blankets. Coals, &.. . . « « « o+ . . . 449 1 8
Repairs. . . . . ¢ . « « o« ¢ « o+ o« o« « 159 5 38
Alteration of Tread-mill . . . . . .', . . « 200 0 O
. £29,140 9 5
Prisoners’ earnings, tread-wheel . . . £14 5 2
’s Shoemaking . .. . . 2119 7
—_— 36 4 9
£29,104 4 8

Average number of prisoners, 100.

Average cost of maintenance per head, 7/. 11s. 9d.

The baker who supplies the prison agrees to furnish the tread-mill with wheat for grinding
and dressing, and pays at the rate of 13s. a score for the same.

I inspected the Erison books, and found them all correctly kept.

I make the following
extracts from the Keeper's Journal. '

Eztracts from Keeper's Journal.

“ March 4th, 1838,— , & debtor, very ill, and appears sinking.

o« appears to be dying, I have had a man to sit up with him.

“March 5.— died this morning at a quarter past five. Wrote to his son st ——, who had
been previously written to.

« , and , deprived of their extra bread for fighting. :

“ March 6.— , and , again confined ‘to their cells for improper conduct to the school-
master. :

“ March 16.— —— again attempted to escape. _ .

“ April 2.— and , two convicted felons, attempted to escape, ordered them to be put in.
.rons the next morning. ' :
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¢ May 18.— made his escape this morning, and made an attempt ; ordered him into irons.
« April 23— attempted to escape, ordered him into irons, and reported him.

- * September 24.—During the night 63 prisoners received on a charge ot riot at Stamfield.

“ September 25.—Received 20 more on the same charge.

¢ April 17, 1839.— a vagrant who was committed on the 8th, died this morning a quarter
before one.

4 ——, a debtor, brought in at half past 12 in a state of intoxication; the officer and his man in
the same state.

« April 27.—This day Charles Daines was executed pursuant to. his sentence at the last assizes.

¢ March 4, 1840.— , and , pretend illness ; ordered their extra bread to be stopped.”

The daily routine of the discipline as at present enforced is,~—at 6 o'clock in the morning
the bell rings for the prisoners to get up, dress themselves, make their beds, and turn the
straw mats they sleep on sideways against the wall. The turnkeys then unlock, and as un-
locked each man leavgs his cell, and proceeds to the airing yard to wash, and by half past
six all the men for labour are on the wheel. They leave the mill for breakfast in their day-
rooms, saying grace before every meal, and sitting down in regular order, under the superin-
tendence of a wardsman, who is to report any irregularity. At half past nine they pro-
ceed to chapel, and at ten resume their labour, and continue until the dinner hour at one.
At two again to the mill, where they remain until half past five; they then return to their

to wash and take their suppers, and are locked up for the night at six. The untried

‘are left by themselves in their day-rooms the entire day. The men employed as
sweepers clean out the cells, and are also to report any irregularities among the prisoners.
They do not go to the tread-wheel, and have generally half the day to themselves. The
receive no extra allowance. Between nineand ten o'clock at night each turnkey goes throu
the wards under their chgﬁe, and the principal turnkey reports this is done to the keeper.

The debtors are described as being of a much poorer class than formerly ; and as spend-
ing the greater part of their time in smoking tobacco. The porter states that a great many
peoile come to visit the debtors, and very improper persons at times. Town prostitutes have
applied, and have been sent for by notes. The other day one of the debtors, a married man
with four children, who has abandoned his family, was visited by the woman he cohabits with ;
this took place twice, but upon information having been given of the circumstance, she was after-
wards refused admittance. The charges allowed to be made by the keeper for providing them
with accommodation are,—sitting and bed-room 4s. a-week ; sleeping singly, 2s. 6d.; sleeping
two, 1s. 6d; clean sheets every month. They are also provided with saucepans, tea-kettles, &c.

Since my last visit there have been several attempts at escape, and one attended with suc-
cess, induced no doubt by the presence of the workmen repairing the exterior of the Castle.
The particulars are thus stated by the officers : “ ——, convicted of housebreaking, escaped in
the night, having converted a hard piece of oak, forming part of his pail, into a wrench, by
which he unscrewed the nuts from the lock of his cell. He took off the locks from other
doors in the same manner, and endeavoured to assist another prisoner to escape, » con-
victed with him, but failed in so doing. He made his way over the roof of the lodge by the
assistance of the scaffolding poles, and got away. It was afterwards ascertained he lay the next
night concealed near to his own residence, and although the officers were in close pursuit of
him, he robbed a man of a suit of clothes, leaving his own, and has never since been Eea.rd of.”

I recommend to the magistrates the propriety of rules and regulations being drawn up for
the general government of the prison, and geﬁmng the duties of the several officers thereof,
and submitting the same to the Secretary of State for approval, also that the service of pri-
soners as wardsmen be discontinued, as being contrary to law. The officers in their evidence
state, that the men so employed are directes to check and report any impropriety ; which
clearly brings them within the scope of rule the fourth of the Act lately passed for the better
ordering of prisons. I think it would be found highly beneficial, and prove a considerable check
to the contaminating intercourse which must prevai{ in the day-rooms, if all convicted prisoners
were to take their meals in their cells, and retire to them in the intervals of labour. They
might proceed from their sleeping cells at once to the mill, and wash themselves one or two
at a time during the minutes allowed to each for rest. The men for trial might be more
cpnsolidated, and never left without the presence of an officer. I consider the practice of re-
ceiving men into the prison committed as vagrants, without cleansing either their clothes or
persons, and allowing them to herd together in filth and idleness, to be neither safe, nor
proper, exposing the establishment unnecessarily to the spread of foul and other diseases, and
a non-compliance with the terms of their sentences, which are ordinarily to hard labour. I
suggest, that a regular weekly inspection of the whole of the prisoners’ feet should be made
by the officers 'in charge of each class, and that this most requisite act of cleanliness, the
washing of them, should be more strictly attended to.* I am of opinion that the permission
given to the debtors to smoke tobacco might be very beneficially withdrawn, and only allowed
at the instance of the surgeon; to any individual not accustomed to this luxury, or an
invalid, the nuisance must be almost unbearable. I also suggest to the justices what I con-
sider would be a very proper arrangement, that the present stock of bedding and furniture,
the property of the keeper, andnﬁet to the debtors on hire, should be purchased by the
county, and the sums accruing from this source be carried to the credit side of the prison
account. This has been done at Lincoln Castle, and the keeper freed from every species of
traffic with the prisoners under his charge. ’

I tul:n of opinion that an establishment of this importance should not be without a watchman
at night.

o
o

. ® Since my visit, the convicted prisoners take their meals separately in their cells, and the use of tubacco has been
interdicted to the debters; both of which regulstions have, as I am informed, been attended with beaeficial results.
) 0

(2]
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IL, ' RxzTurN of the Number of Recommittals to the County Gaol, from Michaelmas, 1838, to
Nozrxzax axp Michaelmas 1839. -
Eastzry Disrmicr.
8 on Prisoners 17 Prisoners
Separate Prisons. Years of Age [under 17 Yeara
— and upwards.{ of Age.
Nofolk.
Norwich Castle. .
Goui\;y Glolfaml Once . . ¢ o« « o o« o« 55 8
ouse o i
Correction, Twice « . « « . « . . . 20
Thrice « « .« « « « o« .« . 10
Four timesormore . . . . . 7
Total . . . . 92 '8
The greatest number of prisoners at one time during the-year were 127. The daily average
number, 78. ' ’
The greatest number of debtors at one time, 20 males, 1 female. Daily average number of
debtors, 14.
ReTurn of the Number of Punishments for Prison Offences in the County Gaol, from Michselmas,
1838, to Michaelmas, 1839.
Solitarycells . . . . . . . 19
Stoppagesoffood . . . . . . 24
Totel . . . . . 43
Wymondham. WYMONDHAM.—House o COrRRECTION FOR FEMALEs.
Hogz:%&::{::}mn This prison was inspected by me on April 4th. I found the prisoners distributed in the

following manner :—

Convicted Felons’ Day Room.

E. H., age 21 ; committed March 26th ; sentenced to 4 months imprisonment.
A. P. S, age 27 ; committed March 31st; sentenced to 3 months imprisonment.

In Separate Cells.
M. B, age 56, with an infant; committed March 26th; sentenced to 14 days imprison-
ment. '
M. N., age 20;.felony ; committed July 2nd, 1839; sentenced to 12 months imprison-
ment. :

In Yard taking Ezxercise.
B. L., age 42; committed March 18th; sentenced to 6 weeks imprisonment.

In Separate Cells.

E. H, age 16 ; committed March 18th; sentenced to 21 days imprisonment.
H. H,, age 12; committed March 18th ; sentenced to 21 days imprisonment.
M. P., age 24; committed March 18th; sentenced to 1 month’s imprisonment.

Taking Ezxercise in Airing Yard.
C. W,, age 20; committed March 18th; sentenced to 2 months imprisonment.

-

In Separate Cells. '

A. B, age 18; committed March 18th; sentenced to 3 months imprisonment; the las
7 days solitary. .

A. S, age 24; committed March 18th ; sentenced to 3 months imprisonment.

E. W.; committed 20th February; summarily convicted ; sentenced to 2 months impri-
sonment.

In Day Room.

A. B, age 22, with infant ; committed March 12th; summarily convicted of stealing a pair

of shoes in the Union Workhouse ; sentenced to 2 months imprisonment.

E. 8, age 18; with infant; committed March 12th; summarily convicted of stealing 3
pair of shoes. Same sentence.

In Separate Cells.
T. S, age 19; labourer in husbandry ; committed March 24th ; convicted of leaving her
master’s service ; sentenced to 21 days imprisonment.

L. F., age 24; committed March 28th; sentenced to 1 month’s imprisonment for stealing’
a rail.

M. F., age 27 ; committed March 30th ; sentenced to 14 days imprisonment for a breach
of the peace.

Total 17, all sleeping in separate cells.
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The interior of the prison and the persons of the prisoners were unexceptionably clean and
neat at the time of my visit. There have been no alterations in the buildings.

The surgeon states ‘‘ the health of the prisoners to have been generally satisfactory ; that
there has been no infectious disease, and fewer cases of diarrhcea. That there is only one of
the prisoners requiring his attendance, who was committed yesterday in an advanced state of
pregnancy, and who appears to have chronic disease of the lungs. The only case of any im-

rtance since inspector’s last visit was M. B., a woman of broken constitution, and subject to

ts, who was discharged by order of the Secretary of State. Prisoners who come here after
leading a dissolute life often become subject to constipated bowels or diarrhcea. The cases of
venereal have been numerous, four of them' came at one time from a Union workhouse.
Has had occasion to believe the humbler classes are becoming addicted to the takin
of opium, and to a much greater extent than supposed. Détecte(f on one woman here wi
half an ounce of opium concealed in her hair. She had been long an opium taker, and used
to take a large quantity. She was a tramp, and was very grateful on going out for being
taught to do without it. The prisoners frequently ask for opium in the shape of pills.
Married women with children always ask for cordials, saying they cannot sleep without.
Infants come here quite enervated from the use of opium, and go out in rude health from its
discontinuance. In my Erivate practice I have met with instances of the practice, but much
more frequently among the poor. 1 consider the prison diet to be sufficient.
« The surgeon’s salary has been reduced to 20!. a-year. 1 make the following extracts from
his journal. :

“ 21st Jan. 1888.—M. H. has hernia, which has become strangulated, but bas been reduced.
Allow gruel

* November 4.—C. B.isin an epileptic fit ; let her be in the day-room and have some one with her.

“November 5.—C. B. hud one fit during the night and two more this morning; let her have gruel,
and allow each of the other women with her, half a pound of bread extra.”

In connexion with the moral and religious instruction of the prisoners, I have to report a
considerable improvement. A new chaplain has been appointed in the place of the former,
who retired in consequence of ill health. The present chaplain is curate at Wymondham,
and states the duties performed by him in the prison to be:—On the Sabbath, prayers, with
sermon in the morning, and prayers in the afternoon, and prayers daily in the morning
throughout the year. I visit the prisoners daily, and see them individually for the pur-
poses of advice and admonition. 1 often explain passages of the Scriptures at some length
to the prisoners during the week. The average time daily spent by me in the prison is an
hour and a half. I have not administered the Sacrament. The prisoners are supplied with
Testaments and tracts. I have endeavoured to instruct some of them. I am engaged in
doing so at present. Two young girls who were here, and could read a little, improvei very
much; the difficulty is to make them acquainted with the elements, which take so much time.
The conduct of the prisoners at chapel is very proper. The tracts in use are those from the
Christian Knowledge, and Religious Tract Societies. I select those which seem to me most
appropriate for their peculiar eases. I have to complain a little of their mutilating the books.
1 find that setting forth the love of God and a Saviour does much better, and has more effect
than talking to them harshly of their sins. None of the prisoners have ever signified a wish
to be attended by any other minister. I have seen the female convicted at the Assizes, and
who is in an advanced state of pregnancy ; she isin a very distressed state of mind. I make
a point of seeing all prisoners the first morning after they come in. There are two girls here,
one scarce aged 16, another 12, who have been roving together about the country ; the youngest
has neither father nor mother. They can neither read nor write; when they came in they
scarcely knew there was a God. They are very dull and heavy, and it is difficult to say
whether now they have any such belief or not.”

The youngest of these children, H. H., aged 12, was called in and examined. «I do not
recollect father or mother; grandmother travels about the country;-she (H. H.) has always
been travelling about the country; I think I do recollect a little of my mother, she has been
dead 10 years next May, grandmother told me so, and that she died at Ipswich; mother
travelled about the country too; never heard who father was; Emma’s (the girl with her)
mother died before mine at Newmarket. I always pray to God of a night; my grandmather
used to teach me to pray of a night; grandmother, two of grandmother’s sons, one 24, one
20, her daughter 16, myself, Emma, and her two brothers, one 14 and another 11, all trave]
sometimes together; we sleep at the lodging houses, and make matches of a night; have got
as much as 6d., 8d., and 9d. a-day selling matches; we all picked up any thing we could
get. I think the men deserved to be put in prison for what they did ; they may have been
in for what I know, they were not always with us, but away for three weeks at a time; they
leave word at the lodging-houses, and the people tell us when we come. It depends upon
what we get what we have to eat. We go out, Emma and I, the whole day; she goes one way
and I another ; plenty of means of selling things to travellers who go about buying, I know
some ; Mrs. bought a great shawl from the girl ; Mrs. S. used to go about
buying, she mends umbrellas ; could sell anything to her. One of mother's sons used to
travel with a donkey, but sold it last winter ; he sells matches by the gross. None of the
perty are scholars. At Norwich, if we take up two beds we pay a shilling a night, and the
seventh is given in ; at Wymondham we ouly pay 4d. a bed.”

I also examined the companion of this little girl, who stated, «I am 17 years of age; father
and mother are both dead. I travel about the country with grandmother, her sons and
daughter, her cousin, and her own two brothers; one of her brothers has left them to travel by

himself; heard of him last at a lodging house at ; he is going 15. F hag gever been
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at school ; have been at churches and chapels, went there to hear the parson ; I never heard
of the commandments ; the gown I took, I was going to give to grandmother ; I know Mrs.
who used to go about mending umbrellas, she is well to do; I always get food by
begging ; the most I ever got in a day was 13d., the lowest 3d: occasionally get a bit of
meat given at the house ; would rather be in the work-house than go about the country; my
time is up next Tuesday, would like to learn to read; we sometimes glean in summer time ;
give all the mone{ we get to grandmother, who gives us food and lodgings.”

Both these girls were in a most loathsome state of dirt and cutaneous disease when com-
mitted. The entries in the chaplain’s journal are of the following import,—

¢ Friday 29th November.—Prayers in the morning.

¢ Heard and Afternoon heard X , y , , read a chapter;
questioned them and explained to them.’

“ Wednesday 11th December.—Prayer in the morning.

“ Visited and Heard and .

¢ Saturday morning, 14th December.—Prayers and address, heard and spoke to ——, who is
about to leave. :

“ Visited

I examined the prisoners’ food, and found it of good quality and the regulated weight.

The ration of cheese is valued at 3}d. a-week, and the women who prefer butterare allowed
10 have it to the above amount.

and

Account of Disbursements of the House of Correction at Wymondham, from Midsummer, 1838, to
Midsummer, 1639.

Salaries of Officers and Assistants.

£ s
Keeper, 1 year’ssalary . . . . . . . . . . . 100 0
Matron 2 . . . . . . . . . . . 20 0

Chaplain ,, e e e e 4 ee v . . . 100 0
Rev. John Colmai’s executors—Share of.annuity due at
Michaelmas, 1837 . . . . . . . . . . . . 6 6
Surgeon, 1 year’ssalary . . . . . . . . . . . 2210
Turnkey = ¢« « « . .« « . .+ « ¢ & . . .« 2510

o900 ooci

Maintenance of Prisoners.

. s d.
4,118loaves of bread. . . . . . . . 381711
4,106 ’s e e s e s < e+ . 389 40
_— —_— 78 111
8,224 '
162 lbs.cheese . . . . . . . . . 414 5
44 . e e e e e e e e 1.4 6
64 s e e e e e e e s e 117 4
—_— —_— 716 3
270
Gl'ocery L L T S 010 6
s e 0 2 6
. e e e e e e e e e e 0 2 2
015 2
396 Pints of milk . . . . . . . . 118 o0
766 ) . . L] . L] L] . . 8 3 10
—_— —_— 416 10
1162
Keeper, for Christmas dinner for prisoners, . . . . . 016 3
Clothing and coals . . . B N 8413 0
Repairs {. . . . . . . e e e e e e 30 0 5

Total . . . . . . . £481 510

Average number of Prisoners. . . . 13
Average Cost perhead . . £7 2s. 01d.

‘The labour of the prisoners is the washing and mending of the linen and clothing of the
prisoners in the county gaol at Norwich.

I examined the prison books, and found them neatly entered.

A female turnkey has been appointed in the place of the former, who died of typhus
fever, afler three days illness. She states the routine of the discipline to be, «“The women rise
at 6, and go down into the yards to work, they sweep the cells, and breakfast at 8 o’clock in
their respective cells. About 9 they go to chapel, and then exercise for near an hour in the

ards; in winter they go to a fire in the day-room two at a time. Those sentenced to hard
i'abour are employed in washing ; all the prisoners are set to needle-work. They dine in their
cells at 3, their allowance of bread being divided, and served out twice during the day.
They receive their bed-clothes at 6, which are removed from their cells during the day, and
at 8 they are visited, and required to answer to their being present and well.”

I consider this prison to be very well managed, the extension of the attendance and labours
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of the chaplain is a great improvement. To the untried prisoners every opportunity for exer-
cise in the yards should I think be allowed, due regard being paid to prevent improper com-
munication.

SWAFFHAM.—Housg or CORRECTION.

I visited this prison on March 31, and went through the wards and cells; it was clean,
neat, and orderly, without an exception. I was much struck with the appearance of illness
and debility manifested by several prisoners for long terms, both in the hospital and in a day-
room, and requested the surgeon to furnish me with a report upon the subject, which will be
found annexed. The keeper being absent upon public duty at the assizes, then being holden
at Norwich, I deferred completing my inspection until his return.

I revisited this house of correction on April the 8th, and annex a return of the number and

distribution of the prisoners at the time:—

No. of Prisoners
Offences. in Custody.

FOP tl’ia‘ . . . 0y . . . . . l
Convicted felons. . . . . . . 15
9 misdemeanors . . . . 8
Summarily convicted for poaching . . 2
» assault . . . . . 1

' misdemeanors . . . . 3
Under sentence of transportation . . 2
Want of sureties. . . . « . 1
For further examination . . . . 2

Total . . . 35

Distribution and Employment, &ec.

At the tread-wheel and crank*. . . 30
Not forlabour . . . . . . 1
Want of sureties . . .« .« . . 1
Fortral. . . . . . . . . 1
For further examination . . . 2 "

/ Total. . . 85

Since my last inspection a new shire-hall for the holding of the quarter sessions had been
erected at the back of the prison, with which it communicates by a staircase through
the building formerly occupied by the machinery of the mill. The arrangements for hard
labour have been materially improved. The mill has been taken away, and its place sup-
plied by cranks which act as a counteracting power. The tread-wheel is now divided into 30
stalls for separate labour, and to these are to be added 12 cranks partitioned in a similar
manuer.

I annex the report made to me by the surgeon on the health of the prisoners, and his re-
commendations upon this important subject :—

No. 1.

Statement respecting the Cases of Sickness in the House of Correction at Swaffham, called for by the
, Inspector of Prisons at his visit :—

Affections of the chest and of the bowels have been the most frequent and severe cases during the
last 12 months.

In the 12 months ending Michaelmas, 1839, but four cases of scurvy occurred, and those very

slight, exhibiting it only in slightly tumid ‘and bleeding gums, no petechie appearing, nor any com
plaints of debility ; whereas in the year 1838 twelve cases occurred, and in 1837 there were 16.

On the 11th of October last, W. D. complained of diarrhcea, which was restrained by astringents.
On the 25th it recurred, accompanied with fever; leeches were applied to his body, and mercury
given internally, and rubbed in upon his body; he became greatly reduced, but by the middle of
November he appeared convalescent, when an inflammatory enlargement of the lymphatic glands of
the neck came on, which terminated in suppuration; from this time he again lost ground, and died
on the 20th of December, in all probability from ulceration of the mucous membrane of the bowels.

Four other cases of diarrhea occurred in November and December, but they were of a mild
character, and readily yielded to common remedies.

On the 30th January, R. B., aged 16, first complained of relaxation of bowels, and about the same
time two other men, more recently committed to prison, were affected with diarrhcea. In the last
week of the same month two more were similarly affected, but they were prisoners of longer periods.
B.’s bowel complaint continued to recur in a slight degree ; in the beginning of March he was better,
and by the middle of the month the diarrhea ceased, and he was tolerably well. On the 21st I found
him with considerable fever, which had succeeded to a severe rigour which recurred on the following
day.at the same hour; it did not return on the 23rd, but as some fever continued, I removed him to
the infirmary. On the 24th he had a violent and uncontrollable attack of vomiting and purging,
from which he sunk early in the morning of the 25th.

M.’s case has been one of cough, first complained of in the middle of December; on the 27th he
had slight diarrheea; on the 20th of January a phlegmonous swelling arose in his arm, which pro-

* Charles S., whois to be imprisoned 1 year for poaching, occasionally washing and boiling gruel for the prisoners’
s
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ceeded on to suppuration ; on the 12th of February it was opened, his strength was greatly reduced
by it; his cough continued ; on the 23d of March slight diarrheea again, with cedematous swelling of
his legs ; on the 26th symptoms of effusion into the chest took place, which were quickly alleviated
by the employment of active diuretics; at this time his state is considerably improved, but he remains
in a very precarious state of health.

T. J., aged 29, was attacked with hemiplegia on the night of the 28th of January ; he is now con-
valescent, can walk considerably better than he could, and within the last week has recovered in a
trifling degree the use of his ﬁnﬁers, so that there is a prospect of further improvement.

The prisoners T. B, T. P., R. C., W. E., and T. P. were placed in the room with a fire for
warmth, they having shown signs of debility, and a tendency to diarrheea; indeed P. had a slight
purging as early as the 23d of February, but it did not recur till the 27th of March ; in addition to
his medicine I allowed him 4 oz. of meat in a stew daily, but I doubt much whether it suited him, I
believe it did not; in. D.’s case I was obliged to discontinue it; but as P. took the meat with relish
I continued it to him.

Two prisoners left the prison during the last year with confirmed pulmonary consumption.

It is worthy of notice, that the majority of cases of fever occurring in Swatfham during the winter
were accompanied with irritation of the mucous membrane of the bowels, and consequently with
diarrhcea.
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No. 2.
Recommendations of the Surgeon.
: Swaffham, April 5, 1840.

From the experience of the last three months, I am satisfied that we cannot keep the prisoners in
that degree of health which will enable them to resist morbid impressions from without, or the inroads
of disease, unless we afford them an earlier supply of animal food. I intend to propose to the visiting
magistrates, that from the.time a prisoner has been confined six months he be allowed half a pound
of cooked meat two days in each week, in addition to his previous diet.

I advise also, that those prisoners who have been accustomed to wear flannel next their bodies
should not be deprived of it on committal, particularly in autumn and winter. .

That their warmth in wearing apparel be better attended to.

That the prisoners be afforded some means of washing their persons at stated periods.

That those prisoners sentenced to long periods of confinement be not placed in cells on the ground
floor. .

It is also quite indispensable, for the regular administration of medicine, that a person be appointed
to that duty, for I find that what is anybody’s or rather nobody’s office, the particular duty is fre-
quently left undone.

é Present Dietary.

- Convicted prisoners committed for seven days are allowed one pound of bread per day,
and for more than seven days and less than three months one pound and half, and for more
than three months and less than six months two pounds, and for six months two pounds and
half, #hd a quarter pound of butter per week ; but on their recommittal for less than six
months only one pound and half, for six months two pounds, and for more than six months
two pounds and half per day. Boys committed for short periods, one pound of bread per day;
for less than three months, one pound aud half, and for six months, two pounds. Prisoners
for trial are allowed two pounds of bread per day, and a quarter pound of butter per week ;
and in addition to the above allowance, all prisoners for trial, and for a longer period than one
month, one pint of oatmeal gruel, with salt and onions therein ; also an additional allowance,
for those imprisoned for six months, of a pound of carrots three days a-week in the winter, and
half a pound of cabbage three days a-week in the summer; also those above 12 months, eight
oz. of meat twice a-week.

New Dier TaBLe proposed by the Surgeon.

Ghruel, night
Agove Turer MontHs. | Bread. |Potatoes./Cabbage.| Carrots. | Sallad. | Meat. and morning.
Monday, Wednesday, | '** Pint.
and Friday . . . 2% . .. . .. ‘e 1 From April 1
Tuesday, Thursday,and to September 30.
Saturday . . . . 2 . 4 pound. .o . .o 1
Sunday ¢ . .« o . 2 . . . .. . 1
Monday, Wednesday,
and Friday . . . 2% . . .e .. 1 From October 1
Tuesday, Thursday,and to March 31.
Saturday . . . . ﬁ . es |lpound.| .. . 1
Sunday . . . . . . . . . .. 1
Asove Six Moxnras. Cooked.
Monday and Wednesday | 2} . . . . 1 From April 1
Thursday, Saturday, to September 30.
and Sunday . . . 2% e |%pound. . .o .e 1 '
Tuesday and Friday . 2% . . .. . 8 ozs. 1
Mond:iy and Wednesday | 2} . . . 1 From October 1
Thursday, Saturday, to March 31.
and Sunday . . ., 2% . . 1 pound. .o 1
Tuesduy and Friday . 23 . . . 8 ozs. 1
For periods less than three months, the diet to remain as before this diet ordered.
Boys of 14 years of age to be considered adults; under 14, the diet unaliered.
No alteration made in regard to the allowance of butter.
Gruel to be made with onions and salt, and vinegar allowed with cabbsge.
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The surgeon, in evidence,/ states, “ From Christmas to the present time the general state of
health of the prisoners has been indifferent. Bowel complaints have been prevalent, obstinate
diarrhcea. [ conceive it to be infectious, for, although more decided with the long term pri-
soners, it has not been wholly confined to them. Many men on coming in lose their flannel,
which is taken away from on coming in, after, perhaps, having been accustomed all
their lives to wear it; and from the exposure to the cold and sudden checks to perspiration
to which the prisoners are exposed, I am satisfied that injury has been done in some cases,
F., since dead of consumption, complained most heavily of the loss of it, and it was not until

his sufferings from cold, and satisfied of the necessity of it, that I ordered him one. Many of
the labouring class wear flannel belts, particularly since the cholera. The scurvy has been
rid of, but now we have diarrheea. I see every prisoner twice a week, and generally

I ordered the prisoner now

every other day, likewise every prisoner in solitar’yiv!::onﬁnement.

undergoing that sentence into the exterior cell. e inner one was so close when I visited
him that I thought it right to do so. I do not consider it as a proper place for men under
such circumstances. The prisoner above alluded to had been only placed there the day before.
House medicine is left with one of the turnkeys, a solution of salts; he gives generally half

an ounce.” The surgeon’s journal and order book are arranged under the following heads :—

JOURNAL.
Date. Name, I‘g:::y lndiim:ioﬁ. Disease.| Diet. | Treatment. Ohservations.
March 21 . . Ague. Quinine. | B. to the infirmary.

s 24 .o .o . . .. .o B. purging and vomit-
ing, died this morn-

» 25 .. . .. .. . ing, 25th, early.

OrpER Book.
Date. Prisoners’ Names. Nature of Order.
April 7 . . ~—— Chapman . . | 41b. of beef in broth daily.
e e e —— Millins . . . | The same.

Return of sick on the day of inspection: W. D., indigestion, with tendency to diarrhcea ;

—S., catarrh.
The prisoners referred to as sick and suffering from debility had been discharged prior to
the inspector’s second visit, their terms of imprisonment having expired.

Return of Deaths.—During the Years ending the 11th of October, 1838 and 1839, no Deaths occurred.

Length of
Imprisonment.

State of Health

Date of Death. when Committed.

Name. Disease.

Disease of the mu- | December 20, 1839 . | From March 18, 1839.
cous membrane of
the bowels causing

diarrhcea.

William D. . . . Apparently good.

Disease of the mu- | March 26, 1840 . . | From Sept. 26, 1838.
cous membrane of
the bowels causing

diarrheea.

RobertB. . . « Apparently good.

The chaplain states, « I generally spend three hours in the prison on the sabbath, and from
an hour and a half to three-quarters on other days. I visit the sick and those in solitary
confinement, and read to the latter. I am obliged to have the door open in the latter room,
the cells being dark. Prisoners in solitary confinement are generally placed in the inner dark
cells. I have almost found them invariably there. I attend also to the instructing of the
prisoners, which goes on as well as can be expected ; one of the turnkeys assists me out of his
spare time when unemployed. The prisoners read at meal time, and have occasional prayers
for morning and evening. I never administer the sacrament until I investigate the applicant’s
motives, and generally allow a time to elapse before I assent. The last time it was admi-
nistered there were six communicants, all convicted men. I do not find the untried are parti-
cularly solicitous on the subject. The officers attend Divine service. Every prisoner who is
here for a long time has an opportunity of being instructed. The books and tracts are
obtained from the Society for promoting Christian Knowledge. I have been lately appointed
chaplain to the Union workhouse, with a salary of £50 a-year. The duty performed there
is on the sabbath.” I insert the following extracts as a specimen of the chaplain’s private

journal.
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Private JourNaL For FELONS.
Date. | Name. | Age. Offence. Term. Read. Wirite. | Degree of Intellect. Learnt in Prison.
April 6 | T. I. 29 ri 1year | Notread . Not write | Very ignorant, . | Jearnt prayers and to read.
’s W. D. 18 | Highway xobbeg sy | Read imperfoctly | Ditto . | Bitto . . . | Learnt prayers, catechism, and
to read, and 5 sections of
Crossman. Died, Dec. 20.
3 J.P. 21 | Stealingiron . s, Notread . .| Ditto .| Ditto . . . .1 Prayersand catechmn, 3 sec-
tions of Crossman.
» W. E. 23 | Highway robbery| ,, Read . . .| Write . | Inotelligent. . . | Prayers, whole of Faith and
Duty, 25 pages of Mant’s
Catechism.
. T.P. 18 | Ditto . , . ” Read imperfectly | Not write | Tolerably informed | Prayers, catechism, 25 sections
of Crossman.
5y B.P. 18 | Stealing shoes . ,, Ditto o . . | Ditto Igonorant . . . | Prayem, catechism, learnt to
: read. Learnt 25 sections of
Crossman.
II. I annex the two last annual reports of the chaplain, with most valuable statistical Tables
ENOM'HEII;N AND  compiled by him. The whole of his duties are performed in the most satisfactory manner.
cT.
ASTERN JISTRICT: S, Swaffham, October 23rd, 1838.
Reports on The experience of a whole year enables me to speak with increased confidence of the beneficial
Separate Prisons. change which has taken place in this prison by the introduction of the silent system. A more reli-
—_— gious demeanour in the chapel, a greater desire on the part of the prisoners to avail themselves of my
Norfolk. advice, and more numerous and apparently earnest promises of amendment have been its results.
Swaffham. Though I canunot take upon myself to say that words are not occasionally spoken, yet I believe every
CHouse.of species of moral contamination is effectually prevented. In cases of sickness, indeed, it sometimes
orrection.

becomes necessary to allow prisoners to be together without the presence of a turnkey, when of course
unrestrained conversation cannot be prevented. Whenever also the number of the prisoners exceeds
that of the cells, the efficiency of the discipline is broken in upon by the necessity of placing three men
in one cell. But, with these exceptions, I consider the working of the system to have been very
satisfactory. The alteration at the mill does not appearto have interfered with the salutary effects of
this discipline, for as the men at the crank work in separate boxes, the turnkey on watch can easily
detect any attempt to infringe the regulations. I have drawn up the following Tables from my
journals, which will afford the magistrates information as to the age, occupation, offence, sentence,
and religious knowledge of the convicted prisoners examined by me in the year ending October 10th,

1838.

No. 1.—Table of Ages.

Under 15 . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5

From1l5t020 . . . . . . . . « . 56
From201030 . . . . . . . . 98
From30to40 . . . . . . . . 32
From40to 50 . . . . . . . . 16
50andupwards . . . . . . . . . . . 11

. 218

No. 2.—Table of Occupations.

Agricultural labourers’ . 144 | Warrener. . .

. - L] Ll L] . . . . l
Bakers . . . « ¢ ¢« o+ « « . 4| Shoemaker e e e e e . 1
Apprentices . . o o« o« «.+ o« . 4| Hostler . . : . . . . . . 1
Tailors . « « « ¢« ¢« « « . . 38| Ratcatcher . . . . c e 1
Grooms . . « . . « o . 3 | Brushmaker . e v e e e e 1
Blacksmiths . . . . . . . . 8| Gentleman’s servant . T
Sailors ., . . ¢« . ¢« ¢« . + o« 3|Printer . . . .. .+ . o < o 1
Carpenters . . . « . «. . . . 2| Chimney sweeper . |
Hawkers . . . . . « . . . 2| Sawyer . . . . . A |
Gardeners . . . o« o 2 | Wheelwright . . O |
Discharged soldiers with pensnons . « « 2| Hairdresser . . . . . « « « . 1
Watermen . . . . . . . « o« 2| Shepherd. . . T |
Drovers . . « « « . .« « . 2 | Tinker and razor grmder . . A |
Butchers . . . . . . . . . 2| Cooper .« . . .+ . o < . « 1
Coal carters . . o e e e . 2 | Miller. . . . T |
Plumbers and glaz:ers e o e e 2 | Collar and harness maker T |
Whitesmiths . . . . . . . . 2 | Discharged soldier without penswn I |
Cattle dealers. . . . . . . . . 2| Soldiee . . . P §
Gun-flint maker . . . . . . . . 1| Notincluded in the above T § |
Bricklayer . . . « « . . . 1 —_—
Brickmaker « + . . . . . . . 1 Total 218

No. 8.—Table of Offences.
Horse stealing . . . . « . . « 2 | Assaults and breachesof the peace . . . 45
Assstealing . . . . . . . .+ . 1 | Forleaving familieschargeable to the parish ! 11
Pigstealing . . . . . . . « . 1 |Fordamagingproperty . . . . . . 12
Sheep stealing . . . . . . . . 2 | Obtaining money under false pretences . . 8
Housebreaking « . . . « . . . 4 |Bastardycases . . . . . . . 5
Thefts. « . . e« ¢ o « « o« 66| Malicious stabbing . . . . . . . 1
Receiving stolen property e « « « o« 2 |Ridingonawaggon. . . . . . . 1
Pouching. . . . . « + o+ 26 S —_—
Committed as idle and dlsordcrly persons, 218
and for acts of vagraney . . . . . 36

.
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. No. 4.—Table of Sentences._ o
To be transported for 15years . . « . 8 | Tobeimprisoned for 1 month . . . 60
. l0years . « . . 1 ,s 21 days « . . . 6
’s 7 years . . o« 1 2 15 days . * e . 2
To be imprisoned for 1year . « . . 5 ’s, l4days . . . . 30
ss - 6months « . . 12 oy © Tdays . . . . 10
5y 4months « . . 3 s less than 7 days . 2
’s 8months . . . 30 —_—
ss : 2months . . .« 37 218

sy 6Gweeks. . o o 10

No. 5.—Table of Knowledge and Religion.

Number who could read at the period of their commitment . . . . . 88
,, unabletoread. . . . . . ¢ ¢ ¢ o o o o o . 130

,» Whocouldwrite . . . . .« ¢ ¢ ¢« o . . e« o 95

,5 unsbletowrite . . . . . . . «°'c . .« . o« o 168
,» unable to repeat the Lord’s Prayer . « . . . . . . . 88

»»  unable to repeat the Belief . . . e e e +« o« e . 142
*,»  who have not been confirmed, though of sufficientage. . . . 124

‘s>  who have been irregular in their attendance at public worship . 83
»s  who have received the sacrament of the Lord’s Supper . . . 15

It may not be uninteresting to remark that 65 have been committed before, 97 have received paro-
chial relief, and 34 acknowledge themselves to be addicted to drinking.

By referring to the Table No. 4, it appears that only 50 individuals have been sentenced to impri-
sonment for periods exceeding two months, and of these 10 were liberated on the payment of fines,
&c. before their whole term had expired; it will not therefore, I think, be expected that much can
have been done in the way of instruction ; 50, however, have learned a morning and evening prayer ;
9, the church catechism ; 21, portions of Crossman’s Introduction to the Knowledge of the Christian
Religion; 2, parts of the Faith and Duty of a Christian; 39 have made different degrees of progress
in leaming to read, and very few have left the Bridewell without being able to repeat the Lord’s
.Prayer and the Belief. .

I am, Sir,.
Yours respectfully,

To the Chairman of the Quartcr Sessions, Swaffham.

Sz, - - ’ October, 1839.

I am not aware of any change in the management of the Bridewell at Swaffham which requires any
remark from me. 'The discipline is in the same state as it wes when I made my last report, and is
maintained without those numerous punishments which have brought the silent system into disrepute
in many other prisons.

As it is clearly impossible to introduce the plan of separate confinement, I would again beg leave
to direct the magisirates’ attention to the propriety of dividing the large cells, an improvement which,
I think, they have now power to make. The Act passed in the last session of Parliament, ¢ For the
Better Ordering of Prisons,” contains nothing which is opposed to this alteration (unless indeed it
should be thought that the twelfth clause requires the sanction of the Home Secretary); and as it
would materially contribute to the better government of the prisons, and obviate several objections
which might at present be raised against the discipline, I venture to hope that the magistrates will
take it into consideration. I have appended to this report Tables of a similar kind to those of last
year.

No. 1.—Table of Ages.

. Underld . . . . . <« .« .+ . . . . 21
From15t020 . . . S 14
From20to30. . . . . . . . « . . « 79
From30to40. . . . . . . . 24
From40to50. . . . . . « o . 23
50 and upwards . . . . o« . . . 19
233
No. 2.—Table of Occupations.
Agricultural labourers . . . . . . 147 ) Butchers . . . . . « e e
Shoemakers « . . . . . . . . 10| Milles . . . . e e e e .
Serve bricklayers . . . . . . . 9  Hawkers. . . . . . . o .
Brickmakers . . . . . . . . 4 | Bakers B T
Blacksmiths . . . . . . . .” 4 | Discharged soldiers without pensions . .
Sailors . . . . . . . . . . 4| Discharged soldier with pension . . .
Gardeners . . . . . . . . . 4| Waterman . . . . . 4 e« o .
Bricklayers . . . . . . . .. 8] Oil'and colourman . . . o . e
Serve brickmakers . , . . " . . 8|Groom . . . . . . ¢ o . .
Carpenters . . . « .« « . . o« 2 /Sawyer . . . . ¢ o < ¢ o o
Ratcatchers . . . . . . .7 .7 . 2| Horse-dealer. .. . . . . . .+ .
Chimney sweepers . . . . 2| Not included in theabove . . . . . 1
Tailors .. . . . . . . . .« 2 —_
Warreners . . . . . . . 2 233

i . . | >
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No. 3.—Table of Offences.
Malicious shooting . . . . .+ . . 8| AseauMs and breaches of the peace . . 32
Horse-stealing . . . . . . . . 1| Forleaving families chargeable to the pnnsh 20
Assstealing . . . . . . . . . 1] For (famagmg property . . 6
Sheep qtealmg « « o s « « « o« 1| Obtaining money under false pretences . 3
Burgfaries . . . . . . . . . 3| Bastardycase . . . . . S |
Thefts. . . . . . . . . . . 66| Embezzling property . . . . . . 1
Highway robbery . . . . . . . 5 | Hawking without a licence A |
Bestialiiy . . . . . . . . . . 1| Non payment of constable’s expenses . . 1
Manslaughter . « o <« « « 1] Ulegal ﬁshmg e e e« « e« e .+« . 8
Recewmg stolen property e s e s . 2 Breakmg windows . . . . . . 1
Poaching®* . . . e e e e . 22 ‘ —_
Assault with intent to commlt a rape 1 238
Committed as idle and disorderly person.
and for acts of vagraney . . . . . 57
. . No. 4.—Table of Sentences.
To be tramsported forlife . . . . . 38 |Tobe lmpnsoned for 6weeks . . . . "8
’s . 15years . . . . 2 ’s Imonth. . . . 65
’s ' l0years . . . . 2 . 21days . . . . 6
s Tyears . . . . 10 sy lddays . . . . 47
To be imprisoned for 1 year . . . . *23 s 10days . . . ., 1
. 9months . . . I - Sdays . . . . 1
s . , 8months . . . 1 -, 7 days . 12
s 6months . . . 6 s less than 7 days . 1
’s 4months . . . 2 —_—
s 3months . . . 80 2383
’s 2 months . . 12
Ne. 5. —Table of Knowledge and Religion.
Number of convicted prisoners who could read at the period of their commitment . . . . 48
s unabletoread . . . . . « .« 149
s who could write . . . e e 4 e 4 < o . 4
ys unable to write . « o e . . 184
s unable to repeat the Lord’s Prayer . - |
s unable to repeat the Belief e e . 129
s who have not been confirmed, thou"h of suﬂicnent age . . . 122
s who have been irregular in thelr attendance at publlc worship . 82
’s who have received the sacrament of the Lord’s Supper . . 15
No. 6.—Table of Instruction.
Number who have learned a morning and evening prayer during their confinement . . . . 68
- the Church Catechism . . . 13
s parts of Crossman’s Introduction to the Knowledn'e of the Clmshan
Religion . . « o « o « .+ . 80
’s parts of the Faith and Duty ofa Chnshan . . . o e e 4
. made different degrees of progress in learning toread . . . . . . 28
No 7.—Miscellaneous Table.
Number who have received parochial relief . . . . 91
9 have been committed before . . . . . 19
. acknowledged themselves addicted to drmkmg. 31
’s have had money in savings’ bank . . . 4

I examined the bread supplied to the prisoners; it was of excellent quality, and the required

weight.

Account of the Expenditure at the House of Correction from Midsummer, 1838, to Midsummer,

SALARIES OF OFFICERS AND ASSISTANTS.

Keeper, one year's salary .
Chaplain, ’ s .
Surgeon, ’s.
First turnkey, ,,
Second ditto  ,,
Third ditto s
Fourth ditto ,,

.

.

1830.

MAINTENANCE OF PRISONERS.

" 81,078 loaves of bréad of 11h. each

Butter, Salt, &c.
" Oatmeal . . .

Potatoes, onions, and other \etretables

" Diet, &c. ordered by the Surgeon .

Clothing, &c. . .

_ Repairs, including alterahon of the tread-ml]l . :

Deduct cash received by sale of mill-machinery . .

£ s d
. 200 0 O
. 200 0 O
. 60 0 O
. 65 0 0
. 52 0 0
. 41 6 O

4019 0
. 282 0 38

1017 2
. 9 0 0
. 312 6 .
. 2 2 8
. 13414 5
. 268 17 3

Tota‘ o .

£ s

659 5

Average number of Prisoners, 44. Average cpst per head, £6. 19s. lOd

d.

3
5

. £1, 283 19 10

* Nine of these were liberated shortly after their commitment, upon finding sureties for their good behavioar,
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1 observe with much satisfaction that the several allowances to the keeper for diet ordered
by the surgeon, mending liaen, shaving, earnings of prisoners, &c., have been discontinued.

I have also to report a very cemsiderable 1mprovement in the prison books. Several,
formerly noticed as wanting, have recently been introduced ; they appear to be neatly entered
and posted up. The register iz arranged as follows :—Number—Time committed—
Name—Age—Stature—Complexion—Where born, and last Residence—Single or Married
—Number of Children—State of Instruction—General Remarks—Profession—Committed
by—Further Examination—Offence—Time tried—Tried by—Original Sentence—Present
Sentence—Hard Labour—Employed, not being Hard Labour, or not employed—Whether
in Custody before—Discharged.

I make the following extracts from the visiting justices’ order-book :—

Extracts from Visiting Justices’ Book.

“ March 3d, 1838.—Ordered, that at the expiration of the present quarter, only four turnkeys be
employed in the prison, and that the office of schoolmaster be abolished.
. “ March 3d, 1838.—No. 105, who now states his name to be William G., having attempted
his life several times, has been since handcuffed to S. and G., with their consent.

¢ April 7th, 1838.—Ordered, that W. G. be kept in the hospital, but not handcuffed.

“ July 3lst, 1838.—W. G. to be ironed at night, to preclude attempts at suicide.

“ November 11th, 1838.—The medical officer having reported that J. N., the term of whose con-
fmement expires to-morrow, is unable to walk home to Hingham, the governor is to send him.

¢ February 1st, 1839.—Ordered, that be allowed only one pound and a half of bread per
day during the remainder of the term of his imprisonment, and that be allowed only one pound
and a balf of bread per day for the next 14 days. No alteration in the other part of the diet.”

Ezxtracts from Evidence of Officers.

¢ Turnkey.—The prisoners are unlocked at six ; the convicted come down first, and go to the mill ;
the untried afterwards, who work in the yards. They have two or three hours’ exercise daily, but are
otherwise confined to their cells, where they eat their meals. There is but very little communication
going on. The prison is I think improved. Of the four turnkeys, one sleeps in the old prison, and
another at the back of the wheel: two sleep out. No prisoners are employed by any officer. I give
the prisoners salts when they want it; the surgeon sends a gallon and a half at a time; it is some-
times used in two days: any man may have salts that likes; some of them have them very often.
I clean the keeper’s boots and shoes.

* I come into the prison at half-past five. The first thing I do is to clean the grates out, sift the

. cinders, and take the mats oat of the keeper’s house to clean. I clean the knives and forks for the
house. I hang the prisoners’ linen out to dry, and go out of errands for the house. I go to watch
the mill while the other man goes to breakfast. I ge up with the convicted men to breakfast in the
day-room at half-past eight, watch them, and conduct them to chapel at nine. After chapel I see
them to the wheel; afterwards I come out of the prison, and sometimes work in the garden, and have
been lately helping to level. I attend the mill at 12. I do the outside work—getting in coal; and
other jobs. I assist in lacking up, take my tura in the walching, and get 17s. 6d. a-week.

“ The prisoners complain very much of the cold .at the eranks, both in the limbs and hands; they
have in consequence been supplied with mittens. I change the men every half hour at the cranks.
There is no rest at the crank. The time for rest at the mill is 12 minutes in the hour; but this
altogether depends upon the number of men for labour. When the men have been at the cranks half
an hour they go to the wheel. The mill is going about 38 steps a~-minute. I do not believe there
is much communication going forward. I have nothing to do but as an officer of the prison. No
prisoner is employed by me or by any one else. I.think the discipline is much improved. I take my
share of the watching at night. Sometimes, when a man first comes in, he talks a little, but not
often.

“ My duty is all in the prison. I am allowed 20 minutes at breakfast, an hour at dinner, and an
hour at tea. I take my turn at -the watch.- I aitend the prisoners at meals. They read in their
turns ; those who can read in the small books we hear-first, and those in the Testament afterwards.
They seem to take a great deal of interest in the reading.

“The keeper complies with the Acts of Parliament, as to visiting, cells, &c. Several prisoners for
long terms were sent here from Norwich Castle, in consequence of the tread-wheel there being under
repair. After the prisoners had been-there about six months, the late surgeon invariably ordered
them an increased diet, consisting of a good beef dumpling and a pint of beer: this was repeated in
the course of another month or six weeks, and used to keep the men up. The first turnkey now
shaves the prisoners. The allowance for watching is done away with, and the officers watch in
turns.”

Retoan of Re-committals, from October, 1838, to October, 1639.

Once. " Twice, ' Thrice.  Four times and more.
60 22 8 12 = 112
REeTURN of Punishments inflicted for Prison Offenges, from October, 1838, to October, 1839.
Solitary Confinement. . Other Punishmeuts.
21 4 = 25

Greatest number of prisoners at one time during the year . . . . . 73.

I consider the general government and discipline of this prison to have been materially
improved since my last visit. ' )

I am satisfied of the necessity of allawing prisoners sentenced to long terms a portion of
animal food once or twice during the, week, as recommended by the surgeon. The severity of
the discipline, monotonous diet, the cold and damp to which the prisoners are exposed, and
their peculiar situation, must exercise a depressing influence on the human frame. The cases
of the prisoners from Norwich Castle, as detailed at length by the surgeon, and their appear-
ance as witnessed by nryself a few days before their discharge, are so corroborative of this
being the case, thaﬁ I must earnestly recommend the magistrates to carry into effect the

suggestion for increasing the diet.
’ P2
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I consider the practice of allowing a turnkey to give t
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The manner in which solitary confinement by sentence of court is carried into effect in this
prison appears to me to be improper, and at variance with the object of this penal infliction,
which is too often confounded with the temporary  restraints sometimes necessary to break
down the spirit of the refractory. Prisoners under this sentence are placed in a dark, small,
and imperfectly-ventilated cell, where they can neither receive nor acquire that moral or
religious instruction which this seclusion is intended to foster. The most perfect separation
from the other convicts, in a light and airy cell, with the frequent visits and discourse of the:
chaplain, may induce the spirit to resignation and the mind to reflection; but protracted
darkness and solitude can only be productive of irritation.

I again notice that two of the turnkeys are employed by the keeper in menial offices in his
house, which I consider ought not to be the case with officers employed and paid for the per-
formance of public duties. It lessens self-respect, and has a tendency to prevent men of a
more respectable class from seeking such employments.

I suggest that, in cases of attempted or medli)tated suicide, instead of handcuffing one prisoner
to another, and placing them to sfeep together, the prison be furnished with a pair of leathern
muffles used in lunatic asylums, and that they be made use of in such circumstances.—(Vide
extracts visiting justices’ order-book.)

I find the following entry in the keeper’s journal :—* October 23rd. The surgeon has
taken his book home for alterations.” I recommend that the surgeon be directed in no case
to remove his journal from the prison (it being enjoined to be kept there by the Gaol Act),
aud for him to be careful in making such entries as ma{] require no subsequent amendment.

e prisoners medicine when they ask
for it as highly improper when a surgeon is attached to the establishment, and particularly
when the health of the prisoners requires so much attention.

I suggest to the magistrates the propriety of building a wall on each side of the front of the
shire hall, to prevent the possibility of that improper communication to which the prison is at
present exposed. '

It is much to be regretted that provision is not made for every prisoner to sleep in a separate
cell. Whenever this is not the case, it is, in a great degree, undoing at night what has been
done during the day.

WALSINGHAM.—House oF CORRECTION.

I inspected this prison on the 7th of April. I annex a return of the number and employ-
ment of the prisoners confined there at the time :— ‘

DistrisuTioN and EnMpLoyMENT of PrisoNERs, 7th April, 1840.

Offences.
Number of Prisoners
in Custody.

Fortrial . . . . . & ¢« ¢ & . « « . 8
Convictedfelons . . . . . . . . . . . 14
Summarily convicted of poaching . . « o+ o o 8
Assaults . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
Under sentence of transportation . . e 3
Misdemeanours. . . . . e« o« o« o o« 6
Want of sureties . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Vagranecy « . « ¢« + < o o o o o 4+ . 8

41
At the tread-wheels e+ +« e+ & « + . . 23
Infirmary . . . . . « . ¢ . . . . 2
Nurse in the infirmary. . . « . . . . . . 1
Fortrial . . . . « ¢« ¢« .« + ¢« « « o 1
Under sentence of transportation . . . . . . . 8
For want of sureties . . . . . . . .+ . . 1
Assaults ., . . . . . . . ¢ . . . . 3
Misdemeanours exempt from labour . . . . . . 4
Misdemeanour not sentenced tolabour , . . . . 1

In separate cells, 23. In six Yooms and large cells, three

each,18. Total. . « + ¢« o o « o« & 41
Females.

Convicted felons . . « . . . . « + .+ - 4

Misdemeanours . . . . . .+ +« o « o . 8

7

Distribution of Employment of Females.
Washing . . . . . « ¢« .« « o ¢« o o
Infirmary . . . .
Mending stockings, &c. . « . . . . o o .

Separate . . . . . . . . . . . e .
In the infirmary . . . . . . . . .

qlwwIQ1w~h
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Every part of this establishment exhibited the same appearance of good government as on
former occasions. The interior was clean, neat, and orderly. The only alterations since my
last visit have been the addition of a window to the new chapel, by which much of the damp
formerly noticed has been obviated. Two persons, a male and female, have been engaged
to do the duty lately performed by the wardsmen, such as cleaning the cells, &c., and new
locks have been ﬁxe({to the female wards.

While employed in my inspection a serious accident occurred at the tread-wheel, by which
one of the prisoners was severely injured. The taskmaster stated in evidence, ‘* About
half-past two the prisoners were on the wheel. The miller rang the bell to warn the men
off. Then they jumped off the mill. In ten minutes he rang the bell for the labour to
be resumed. 'i: he prisoners then got up the front of the wheel all together, and not up the
steps placed for them on the side. J. H. was one of them; the mill was in motion before
he got up, and his foot slipped, and was caught in the open part between the steps of the
wheel. The mill was stopped, and the men off almost immediately. . I had to cut the wooden
step to get him out.” Miller— I have repeatedly said to the prisoners, what risk you are
running of your lives by getting up in that manner.” The prisoner was promptly attended
to by the surgeon, but being in a weak state of health, his condition is a precarious one. I
hare recommended the magistrates to give directions that no prisoner be permitted to get upon
the wheel but by the steps placed for the purpose; also that the interstices between the steps
be boarded up, and the barrel be made a complete cylinder.*

The chaplain states, I perform morning and evening service on the sabbath, with one
sermon ; prayers, with portions of scripture, every morning ; the Sacrament is administered
once a quarter. The average daily time spent by me in the prison is from an hour and a half
to two hours. Every prisoner is seen upon his first coming in, and further conversation had
with them during their stay. Every prisoner who can read is provided with Bible, Prayer,
and other religious books. Those who cannot, and who have to remain long enough for the
purpose, I instruct myself. I have now five men under tuition. It is very rarely we find a
woman that cannot read ; they go to school more than the boys, from the nature of their employ-
ments. I administer the Sacrament to men before trial ; it is not denied to any who wish it.
I always make some observations on the subject, and say that I shall be happy to see them
in private. The prisoners who receive the Sacrament are generally from the class of misde-
meanants. The prisoners are all attentive and respectful. The officers attend Divine service.
I am not aware of any particular case of reformation. One prisoner, W. W, attempted to
hang himself; he can read and write; he is a man of a diabolical temper; he professes
now to be a Roman Catholic, but said nothing upon the subject at first. I believe he has
only done it to avoid chapel.” The chaplain keeps a book for his own information, arranged
umfer the heads of Name | Residence | Occupation | Offence | Remarks.

I examined the following prisoners as to the progress made by him.

«J. H., age 27 ; sentenced to 12 months imprisonment ; fatf‘l'er and mother alive; father
is a scholar ; he (prisoner) went to school for two or three years; used to attend church.
When I went first to work was about 10 years old; attended to stock, and could not always go
to church ; never in a prison of this sort before. 1 could read pretty well when T left school,
but forgot it. I did not keep it up. I did not read my Bible as I should have done. I have
not received the Sacrament. I could only read a very little when I came in. I have a wife
and three children, and was earning 11s. a-week.” This man read butindifferently. I asked
him who is your Saviour? ¢ Almighty.” Do you understand what youread? I know a
good deal of the words ; there are a number of cKapters I can read right off, but do not under-
stand them. I do not know how many disciples our Saviour had.” I have found this to b2
too often the case with the instruction given in a prison school.

J. J., age 24.— Father and mother alive; is himself a stone mason ; has earned from 24s.
to 30s. a-week ; some months before was at Norwich; sentenced to 12 months’ imprison-
ment ; was never at school ; father and mother no scholars; there were seven of us, none had
any learning. I used to attend church regularly. I got out of it by being in bad company.
I have paid 16s. or 17s. a-week for liquor, to my discredit. I have been in the habit of
tramping for work ; my wife was with me; there are many of my business who tramp. I
haveglss 10 children, and buried 9 of them.” This man read only imperfectly when he cam>
in, having learnt while in Norwich Castle. Now reads well. He behaved most unexception-
ably, and was appointed a wardsman for his good conduct, when, shortly before the expiration
of his sentence, he was detected with several handkerchiefs on his person belonging to the
other prisoners. o

I annex the last report made by the chaplain to the Quarter Sessions,

Report of the Chaplain of Walsingham Bridewell to her Majesty’s Justices of the Peace,
assembled at the Quarter Sessions, held by Adjournment at Little Walsingham, Friday,
October 25th, 1839.

“The number of prisoners committed from Michaelmas, 1838, to Michaelmas, 1839, was 380 : of
whom 128 were on charges of felony, and 252 for various misdemeanors ; of these 380, I regret to
say 33 were under the age of 17 years, of whom 14 were for charges of felony.

“The number who, on their committal, could read to any advantage was 163 only. During their
imprisonment, however, instruction in reading has been afforded to 86 ; of whom 16 learned to read
well in the Testament, who did not know, or scarcely knew, the letters of the alphabet, and the other
20 made various progress in proportion to the time of their imprisonment.
~—The number of prisoners who during the past year attended the Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper,
which was administered every quarter, was 23, ,

* Both of which have been since done,
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“I have pleasure in stating that the general conduct of the prisoners has been orderly and respectful,
arising without doubt in a great degree from the well-maintained discipline of the prison. Their at-
tention at chapel has been reverent, nor bave I found any disinclination to receive instruction and
advice. Repeated assurances have been made me by many of their having derived much benefit
during their imprisonment from their attendance on the daily religious services in the chapel, and
employing their leisure time in reading ; which cannot but encourage the hope, important as it is
interesting, that the prison is not merely a place of punishment, but is found, at the same time, to be
a place of edification, and calculated to lead to reformation of life. .

¢ The value and importance to prisoners themselves, as well as to society at large, of preventing com-
munication, either by the “silent’ or the ©separate’ system, has been powerfully confirmed during
the past year by the statement of a prisoner, who was sentenced to transportation from this court at the
last Michaelmas Session. He had been some time before imprisoned in the Castle at Norwich for
felony, and during his imprisonment an execution took place. 'The man stated himself to have beem
very much affected by the circumstance, and particularly by seeing the unfortunate culprit afier exe-
cution in his coffin, and declared that if a system had tken been in operation, which prevented inter-
course among the prisoners, he had no doubt the impression made would have been permanent, and
led to an amended conduct of life ; but that he was soon ¢ laughed out’ of his good feelings by those
of a more hardened character, and after his discharge went on in his evil ways. He repeatedly told
me he considered his having been taken and brought to Walsingham Bridewell ¢ a blessing to him ;’
that ¢ if he had not been, he could not tell how far deeper he might have plunged in crime, which
might probably have cost him his life ; that being denied communication with other prisoners he had
thought upon his wicked ways, and wished for no intercourse with any one who did not feel as he
did.” He knew not his letters on coming within the walls of the prison, but by great attention he
learned to read in the Testament before he was removed: his book was his delight, and on his depar-
ture he left the impression behind him, that he had received substantial benefit,

1 bave the honour to be, &c. &c. &e.
“J. D. Crorrs, Chaplain,

The surgeon states, «“ The scurvy has again shown itself in two well defined cases, and others,
symptomatic of the disease, have appeared. I attribute it to my changing the extra diet of a
pint of milk ordered by me for a pint of gruel. I did so from mwotives of economy. I do not
consider the diet sufficient after three months ; for such a period they may keep up with it, but
no longer. I should recommend a pint of milk to every person beyond three months. The
milk has always been extra diet, but has not been entered as such in the accounts of the prison
expenditure ; with it the prisoners always kept in health. It is astonishing when illness begins
bow they get depressed. I see the prisoners always twice a week, and oftener at present, and
always see prisoners in solitary confinement, however short their terms. Two prisoners have
been sentenced to this punishment, whose state of health induced me to think it not prudent to
carry it into effect. I have not lately had an opium-taker here; the last was a woman about a
year since. I had known her from a child, and she had been accustomed to take it from a
very early period, and I was obliged to coutinue her in the use of it, allowing her three grains
a day till discharged. Itch, gonorrheea, and syphilis, are as prevalent as usual. W., now in

- the hospital, is incorrigible ; he is there to keep him quiet. 1f I was to take the tobacco

from him, we should have the whole prison in an uproar during the night.”

With regard to this man I find the following entry in the prieon book :—

" ¢ November 30th.—Ordered a small piece of tobacco to be given every morning by the governor
into the mouth of the prisoner W., who has attempted to hang himself, as it appeared to me that his
spirits, and even his life, depended upon the use of it.”

The surgeon’s journal is arranged under the heads of Date | Name | Age | Disease |
Treatment | Extra diet | Discharged | Remarks.

RETURN of the Cases of Sickness in the House of Correction at Walsingham, during the years 1838
and 1839, with the amount paid ler extra Diet ordered by the Surgeon.

1688.
Males. Females.
Slight indisposition , . . . . . < , . 35 7
Infirmarycases . . . . . . . . . . 10 4
Greatest nuwmber sick at one time . . e e 2 2
Death . . . « ¢« ¢« ¢ ¢ « oo « o+ None None.
1839.
Slight indisposiﬁon . e o . . . . . o 24 \ 5
Infirmarycases . . . . . . . . . . 8 2
Greatest number sick at one time. . . . . . 3 0
Deaths , . e« « o« o o o o o+ o o« None. Noae.
. Extra Diet.
£ s d

1838 . . . . 4 .« . .. 802
1839 . . . . . « . . . 3516 5}

I examined the prisoners’ food, which was good and of wholesome quality, and the regulated
wveight. The bread is supplied at the wholesale rate.



Exprenpiture of the House of Correction at Walsingham, from Midsummer, 1638, to

Money Curtis,
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Midsummer, 1839,

Salaries of Cfficers and Assistants.

keeper, one year’s salary

Margaret Curtis, matron, ,s

Rev. J. D. Crofts, chaplain, s

Hugh Rump, surgeon, s

First Tarnkey . . . 52 weeks' wages
Second Turnkey. . s .
Female Turnkey . . s .
Miller . . . . . s
Taskmaster . . . . s .

Assistant Turnkey .
Night Watch. . . . .
C. J. Todd, for attendance at

. . . -

(he Bridewell during

keeper'; ab-

sence at the assizes, sessions, and in conveying transports,
from the great number of prisoners in the gaol . .

Mazintenance of Prisoners.
38,676 Ibs.of bread . . . . . . .

Grocery e e e e e e e
5,397 pints of milk by order of surgeon . .
Vegetables, > o .
do. . ¢ o
Meat for sick prisoners . . . ., . . .
Meat for working prisoners. . . . . .
Diet, &c., erdered by surgeon . . . . .
Christmas dinner for prisoners o e e e
Clothing, &ec. ¢ % R ey e .
o

Repairs .

o . o . o . o, .

Mill earnings. . . . . . . . . .

Grain is gro

Average number of prisowers, .
Average cost perhead . . .

£7.

£ s d
o . 200 0 0
o o 25 0 0
. e 200 0 O
. e 7 0 O
o o 52 0 O
o . 46 16 0
o e 23 8 0
e . 52 0 O
e e I 00
o 310 2
56 211
. 31 7
« o 3850 8 8
o . 1112 2
o . 2 9 9
19 4
7 4
4 6 8
. . 7 510
o . 18 10 4
« . 318 2
o o 116 1
« o 15110 8
.« o 64 9 0
1,386 11 0
. o 42 9 9 .
£1,344 1 3
56
10s. 0}d.
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und at the prison mill a trifle cheaper than elsewhere. It is brought in small

quantities of a half bushel at a time, frequently the produce of gleaning. It is weighed both
coming in and ﬁoing out.
t!

I inspected

I subjoin a list :—

Felona’ Register.
Misdemeanour, do.
Females, do.
Keeper’s Journal.
Chaplain’s do.
Surgeon’'s do.

Do., Order Book.
Mill Register of Labour.
Cash Book.
Weight Do.
Bread Book.
Average Book.
Visiting Magistrates Book.
Visitor’s Book.
Cash Book, Prisoners’ Money.

e books, and found them kept in a most accurate and business-like msamner ;

Three new registers for felons, misdemeanants, and females, have lately been com-

menced, to answer the exigencies of Returns, &ec.

They are arranged under the following

heads, Number | Time committed | Name | Age kStature | Complexion | Where born and

last resident | Single or Married | Number of Chi

dren | State of Instruction | General Re-

marks | Profession | Committed by | Further Examination | Oﬁ'enceJ Time tried | Tried by

| Original Sentence | Present Sentence | Hard. Labour | Employe

Whether in Custody before | When discharged.

I annex the form of the Labour Register, and extracts from the Keeper’s Journal

or not Employed |
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1I.
*NORTHERN AND Number of Number of
Time Revolutions How Feet each Indi- .
EA"B?N DistrICT. | Date 1840. E :‘ﬁl;: 4 started. made. worked. | vidual ascends Hou‘n. Minutes.
Reports on : per day.
- Separate Prisons. .
—_— March 23 23 3,740 480 5—7 8,230 8 .e
WN"."f olk. ,, 24 21 4,220 490 5—7 8,400 8 .
' ﬁl‘ﬁ;‘;ﬁh:{“ ,, 25 21 4,710 475 5—7 8,144 8 .
.Correction. sy 26 21 " 5,185 495 5—7 8,486 8 .o
. . Time at " Time at Time at
Time coming to Work. Breakfast. Chapel. Diuner. of. Remarks.
30m. aft. 6 4 hour 4 hour 1} hour 5 One pair of stones going.
3 ,, 6 % hour 4 hour 13 hour 5 s
3 ,, 6 % hour 3 hour 1} hour 5 s
30'1 sy 6 4 hour % hour 1% hour 5 s

Exztracts from Keeper's Journal.

¢ February 5th. —— , a lad, complained of not having a sufficient quantity of bread, two pounds
per day, he being very hearty. I mentioned it to the surgeon, and also to Mr. Marsham, a visiting
justice, and in consequence of which he was ordered to have eight ounces per day more.

« April 17th. , convicted of felony, was reported for cutling his shoes; ordered to dark cell
about 4 o'clock this afternoon. The turnkey found he had made an attenpt to hang himself, but
trom the position in which he was found it appears he did it to get off his punishment. [ ordered him
out, and sent him to his class. Reported the circumstance to the visiting magistrates.

: £ s d
“ May 2.—Received finefor W. H. . « . + « o o & 1 00
Costs . . . . . . . . . . . . . -016-0

£116 o

¢*Paid the above to the clerk to the magistrates ; had his receipt.

¢ July 16th.—The amount paid last quarter under summary conviction in bastardy and assault
cases, by persons committed for various terms of imprisonment, amounted to £32.

 Sunday, July 21st.—Attended chapel morning and afternoon.

“ September 10th.—Reported , a most notorious character, to the visiting magistrates for
having applied two pieces of brass to his legs to cause ulceration, to prevent his going on the tread-
wheel.

*“ November 28d.—William White, a most notorious character, attempted to hang himself in his
cell this morning. I think him at times insane. Ordered him to be taken to infirmary to be taken
care of.

« April 3d, 1840.—On my return from Assizes, =——, the turnkey, informed me he found in P.’s
trowsers five handkerchiefs; on inquiry two of them were owned by and » two prisoners.
P.’s term of imprisonment expired on the 4th.

« 4th.—Reported the above case to the Rev. E. Marsham, who committed P. for further examination
till Monday, when it was investigated, and P. committed for trial.”

Solitary confinement by order of court is carried into effect by placing the prisoners in a
light cell, and seldom exceeds a week at a time. The chaplain and surgeon visit frequently.

I annex a Return of the number of Reports and Punishments in this prison for three
months.

ReTurN of the Number of Reports in the Prison at Walsingham in the County of Norfolk, from
the Sessions held in October, 1839, to the Sessions in January, 1840.
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Return of the Number of Reports in the Prison at Walsingham, &e.—continued. IL
NoORTHERN AND

EasTerN DisTRICT.
Class. —_—
Reports on
. . |Age. Misde- nee. i . By whom 0
Date Name. |Age 131.::;:9 Folons. | ade- Offence Punishments reported. Sepantil-’mom.
ants. Norfolk.
Walsingham.
V1839. . Housge of
Nov.17 | W. H. [ 16| .. . M. | Talking . . . | 1loaf stopped . | Officer. Correction.
17 (J.C. . |17 .. .e M. R I e . ’
18| T.T.. | 22| .. . M. P P S . -
19 | T.C.. | 50 .o .o M. - B IR U . 'y
22 M-MCK 21 .o . M. ) . . . l X )y . [ X
22 | G.H.. | 22 .o .o M. ’ B Y . Iy
22 | S.G. . 23 e . M. Sweariug . . 2 2’9 IR )
dark cell.
26 | W. W, |22 .. . M. | Talking . . . | 1 loafstopped . ’
29 | W.W. | 14 | Trial .o .o Singing . . . . , ’s
dark cell.
Dec. 4 | W. S. | 24 .e F .o | Talking. . . |1 loaf stopped; ’s
dark cell.
6| G.P..[24] .. F . s» e o < | 3loaves stopped, .
and meat; dark
cell.
6| H H. | 2 v F .o 05 « « « |1 loaf stopped ; .
dark cell.
7| R. B. .. .. e M. s « « . | 4 loaves stopped .
7|H.C. {16] .. F. .o | Tuning, &. . |3 ,, ,, ’s
and meat ; dark
cell.
12 |C.W. |22 | Trial | .. .. | Gaming. . . | 2 loaves stopped; ’s
dark cell.
12 | J. H. 25 | Trial .. . s» + + o | 2loaves stopped; ’
dark cell.
16 | W.M. | 23| .. F. .. | Talking . . . | Vegetablesstopped .
18 | T.C.. | 50 .o oo M. . « + o | 1loaf stopped . s
18 | J.F.. | 31 . .o M. 2y o e e sy 95 . .
19| J.B.. 2| .. . M. - e o1 4, . -
191 T.T.. |22, .. M. 2y e e e s 2 . o
19 | H. P. 16 | Trial .o e Swearing . . vy s ’s
L dark cell.
19 | W. W, |22 . . M. | Talking . .« . | 1 loaf stopped . s
19 (J.0..|23]| .. . M. 25y e e e sy 3 . .
19 {J.J. .| 22| .. .o M. sy s e e ss a9 . ’
28 | H. W. | 17 | Trial .. .. Spitting aboutcell | 2 ,, ,, ss
dark cell.
29 | R.S.. {20 .. .. M. | Spitting in mill- | 3 loaves stopped ; s
box. dark cell.
1840. )
Jan. 7 | W.B. | 18 | Trial | .. .. | Spitting about cell ! 1 loaf stopped . s
81 J.A.. |28 .. .e .e Talkking. . . |1 ,, ,, . s
8| .. H. 28 ‘e .. . '3 o o sy 39 . ’s

I have already adverted, in another part of this Report, to the means for preventing further
accidents at the wheel, and the necessity for an increase of diet 1o prisoners sentenced for long
terms. The great, and I may almost say, only defect, by which much of the salutary impression
produced by the discipline in this prison is destroyed, is the want of a separate sleeping
cell for every prisoner. I have every reason to be satisfied with the general management of
this establishment and the attention of the officers to their respective duties. The routine of
discipline is extremely well maintained, and remains the same as described in former Reports.
The keeper states that its effect is strikingly shown by the increased number of fines paid by
poachers and others, who, previous to the introduction of the silence system, would lie out
their terms in prison rather than pay the money. I annex a return of the amounts paid,
and other particulars, from October, 1838, to October, 1839.

2] | Q
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1L Fines paid from October, 1838, to October, 1839, under Summary Convictions at the Prison at Wal-
NORTHERN AND singham, in the County of Norfolk.
EAsterN DisTRICT.
Reports on No. Name. Offence. Character, Term of Imprisonment,
Separzr:toe Prisons. unless, &e.
Ty £ s d
Wﬁ:{d:;m 1|E.S. . Poaching . . . o o 8 calendar months 6 1 6
Hou of 2|J.N. . .| Assault . . . “e 2, 013 6
Correction. 8| W.N.. . |[Bastardy . . . o o . Smonths . . .| 9 7 0
4| W.R.. . | Damaging a tree . .« o 2 calendar months 213 0
5| W.H.. .| Assault . . . | Bad; has been in | 1 . sy 019 6
custody several
times.
‘6| W.B. . . ’ « o o« v s 2 - ’s 516 3
7|F.B. . .|Poaching . . .|Bad . . . . |8 . - 6 1 6
8| G.D. . .| Fishing . . . ’s e+ e . |2 s s 115 6
9|J.N. . .| Bastardy . . ., . e Smonths . . .!10 0 O
10| W.H* .| Assault . . .| Bad; has been in | 1 calendar month 016 6
custody several
times,
11 | W.H.. . vy e e vy s ) $ 3 6
12| S.R. . . | Stealing peas grow- . oo s 14days . . 114 0
ing. .
18(J.D. . .| Assault . . . o« . s 1 calendar month 2 5 6
14 {J. S . | Riding on waggon e 3 ’s . 113 6
15| R.S. . . v s o v e 3 - ’s 113 6
16 | M.H. ., .| Bastardy . . . o s . 3 )y s 4 7 6
* This man was committed twice for poaching, and laid three months in prison for each offence
rather than pay the penalties; after the introduction of the silence system, between October, 1838.to £ 59 1 9
October, 1839, he paid the amount of three fines rather than lay one month in prison for each offence.
RETURN of the greatest Number of Prisoners at one time, in the Years 1838, 1839.
Males. Females. Total.
18388 « .« . . . . . 54 14 68
189 . . . . .« . . 69 16 85
Average Number.
188 . . . . . . . 36% 7 43%
1839 . . . . . . . 49 9 58
REeTURN of Recommittals from October, 1837, to October, 1838.
Males. Females.
Once . . . .« + « o« . 15 4
Twice . . . . . . « = 2 1
Thrice. . . . . . . . 3 0
Four timesormore . . . . 1 0
21 5
From Qctober, 1838, to 1839, as under,
Once e e e e e e 24 5
Twice . . . « o« o+ 5 1
Thrice . c o s e e a 2 0
Four times or more . .« . 1 0
32 6
NORWICH.—City GaoL AND House oF CORRECTION.
Norwich. I annex a return of the number of prisoners in custody, with their classification, on the day
Cig Gaoland  of my visit.
ouse of REeTURN of Prisoners in Custody this Day, April 3d, 1840.
Correction.
Males. | Females. Total.
Under sentence of transportation . . . . . . 6 1 7
' imprisonment from sessions . . . 33 6 39
' imprisonment from assizes . ., . 2 .o 2
Misdemeanors convicted at sessions . . . . . . 2 . 2
Summary convictions. . . . . < . . . . 14 .o 14
Committed under the Vagrant Act . . . . . . . .. .o
s for want of sureties . . . . . . . 2 .o 2
’s for trial at sessions ‘. . . . . . . . . .
s for trial at assizes . . . . . . . .. .o oo
’s by courts martial . . . . . . . 1 o 1
s evidence at sessions . o« o s e e .o .e .e
’s for further examination . . . . . . 2 1 3
Children . . . . . . . . . . . . . .o oo ‘e
Deserters awaiting a route . . o« o o . oo .o ..
Master debtors . . . . . . e e e e 3 1 4
Common-sideditto . . . . « « .« o o 1 2 3
Total, . . . 66 11 7
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Return of Prisoners in Custody, &c.—continued.
CLASSIFICATION.
Class. No. Total.
MaLEs. .

1 Men’s first offence convicted at sessions . . . . . 27
2 Boys’ first offence convicted at sessions . . , . .
3 Men’s second offence convicted at sessions . . . . 6
4 Misdemeanors convicted at sessions . . . . . . 2
5 Convicted at the assizes . . .« . 2
6 Vagrants . . . . . . . « .« < . . . .
Summary convictions. . . . . . . . . . 14
7 For trial at thesessions . . ., . . . . . . .
8 Bailable offences . . . . . 2
9 Transported . o v e 6
10 For trial at theassizes . . . . . . . . .e
11 Masterdebtors . . . . . . . . . . 3
12 Common side ditto 2
By courts martial . 1
Deserters awaiting a route .« e e e .
For further examination . . . . .« « . 2

—_— 67

) FEMALES.

18 Offences convicted at sessions 6
Evidence at sessions .e
14 Transported . . . . 1
For further examination e e e 1
Masterdebtors . . . . . . . , 1
Common gideditto . . . . . P R |

—_ 10

™

Since my last inspection the tread-wheel has been partitioned off for separate labour, which
is the only alteration worthy of notice. Workmen were employed, during my visit, in repair-
ing the roof of one of the wings. The interior of the prison was generally clean, the female
wards unexceptionab}y so; but the day-rooms of the male prisoners were neither so cleanly,
nor in that degree of order which always characterizes a well-governed establishment. On

oing into the felons’ day-room the smell of tobacco was strongly perceptible, and upon search
geing made, several pipes were discovered, and a quantity of tobacco belonging to a prisoner
employed as a tailor; The Gem,” an annual, was also in the possession of another, who
stated that he had brought it in with him ; on a third was found ls. 63d. and a knife; on a
fourth, a fourpenny piece; two volumes, entitled, “ The Memoirs of Mrs. R. Pope,” (a bio-
graphy of a religious character,) and the « Child’s Magazine,” were claimed by a fifth. Oun
my inspecting other day-rooms, implements for idle games, tobacco, aud knives, and 1s.04d.
in money, were likewise found—all the articles mentioned having been clandestinely intro-
duced into the prison. In one of the classes the door communicating between the day-rooms
and the sleeping cells had been left open, and the lpri:soners had placed their bread among the
bedding. On going through the debtors’ wards I observed one of them engaged in readin
a newspaper, entitled, < The Northern Star,” another number of which was lying on the table ;
the prisoner stated it was regularly brought to him by his sister. On visiting the mill, I ob-
served a convicted felon acting as wardsman over the prisoners . at labour. % found the keys
and locks of the male and female wards to be alike; enabling the male officers, if so disposed,
to obtain admission into the women’s prison. ‘A felon was also employed in cleaning boots,
shoes, knives, and forks, for the keeper, and t;]eepin‘fl apart from his class in the hospital.
The male and female debtors are placed together in the same wards, and both sexes attended
to by one of the male turnkeys.

On the 4th of April I attended Divine service in the prison chapel. The appointed service,
as required by the Gaol Act, was not performed. The Litany, Creed, and other customary
parts, were omitted. In the communion service the omissions were the Epistle, Gospel, and
Creed. The chaplain performed the duty without a surplice.

The surgeon states, I see all the prisoners daily and also before they are classed, and
am present at corporal punishments. The health of the prisoners has been satisfactory;
there has been neither a case of typhus nor of small-pox. Their general habit is to constipa-
tion. I do not insert the particulars of diseases in my journal, but will do so in future. I
keep a private case-book. I have had great trouble with prisoners sent from Unions, who
have been epileptic. There has been but one death, and only three cases of importance
during the last two years.

1. William G., aged 50, was admitted into the Norwich gaol on the 8th day of July, 1838,
charged with stealing a watch, &c. ; he was convicted on the 3d of August, and sentenced to
12 months hard labour. He was then in tolerable health, but suffering from chronic in-
flammation in the right elbow joint, which had been severely injured some years previous.
His health became more feeble from the time of his admission, and in February, 1839, 1
directed him to be placed in the infirmary; the elbow joint became now extremely painful,
and the disease assumed a character which rendered it desirable, for the sake of his general
health, that it should be removed, A consultation of medical men was held oxb h"‘nzm, and I
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removed the arm on the 22d of April. He recovered from the operation, and for some time I
hoped he would have entirely recovered ; his health, however, began to decline, and he died
on the 8th of July, greatly emaciated, having sunk from consumptive disease in the lungs.
During his confinement in the gaol he was furnished with every necessary or comfort which I
thought desirable. ’

2. John H. was admitted on the 20th day of October, 1838, charged with cutting, &c.;
he was tried at the assizes, and acquitted, on the ground of insanity. While in prison, wait-
ing to be removed, he obtained a knife from some one employed in the prison, and inflicted a
severe wound in the throat, dividing the windpipe in its anterior surface; 1saw him soon after
the accident; he was strictly watched, and after a month or six weeks was sufficiently
recovered to allow of his being removed, which was done on the 25th of January, 1840.

3. Mark B. was committed on the 28th day of July, 1839, for an assault; on his being
removed to the station house, he inflicted a very severe wound on the right side of the throat,
dividing the principal arteries, muscles, &c., in that part; the loss of blood was very great,
and he would have sunk but for prompt assistance, which fortunately was at hand ; the bleed-
ing vessels were with difficulty secured, afier which he continued to recover, and at the expi-
ration of a morith was enabled to be removed to the county gaol.

RETURN of Sick Prisoners on the Day of Inspection.

K., age 20, committed 3d October, 1839, sentenced to six months’ imprisonment *
hemoptysis. :

The present chaplain was appointed on the resignation of his predecessor, on the 18th of
October, 1839, with a salary of 100. per annum. He states, I have two benefices, one a rectory
and the other a vicarage, of which the net income is 155/. One is 11 miles from Norwich,
of which the duty is done by a curate; the other, St. Swithin's, is in the city, where I have
one service on the Sabbath. In the prison I perform two services, with one sermon on the
Sunday. On Monday I attend to distribute books, and to have personal communication with
the prisoners, whether in solitary confinement or not ; in fact, going entirely through the pri-
son. On Tuesday I attend for religious instruction, to those who are confined in the house of
correction, and go through the prison generally ; and on Thursdays and Saturdays follow the
same course. 1 also visit the sick in hospital. The tracts for the prisoners are those published by
the Religious Tract Society. Iselect them, and do not distribute them without examination. [
have provided the prisoners with elementary books, and I recommend them to teach one an-
other to read. I have the control of the books to be admitted to the prisoners; one was brought
and of course rejected by me, it being < Wollaston on the Miracles of Christ.” I never had sub-
mitted to me, or authorized the passing into the prison of the ‘Gem,’ an annual, nor the
«Child's Magazine,’ nor the ¢ Memoirs of Mrs. B. Pope.’ I visit the debtors; they attend
Divine service ; I do not see the women so frequently as the males, but I do see them. One
boy, age 13, sentenced to one month’s solitary confinement, from the sessions, gives me every
reason to hope of his thorough amendment. 1 have seen himsince he has left the prison ; he
is regular in his habits at present, but has only been out six weeks. I generally encourage
the prisoners to come to me after discharge.” The chaplain, upon being asked the reason
why the appointed service was not performed on the Sabbath, stated, «that he followed the
practice of his predecessor.” The chaplain keeps a private journal, arranged as follows :—

Name. Age. Condition. Charge. Trade. Denominativn. Education.

W.C. 18. . Stealing hemp. Cotton spinner.  None. .

Punishment. School. Conviction. Locality. Habits. General Remarks.
.o St. Clement’s charity. 2nd. St. Martin’s Gate. .e oo

RETURN of the Number, Age, State of Education, and Religious Observances of the Prisoners in the
City Gaol, from October, 1837, to October, 1838, and from October, 1888, to October, 1839.

1837 to 1838. 1838 to 1839.

Males . . . o . . . 177 243
Females . . . . . . 21 20
Under age of 21 . . . . 98 128
Read and write o . . . 75 87
Read imperfectly . . . . . 38 47
Not read and write . . . . 85 129
Habit of attending public worship . . 95 118
Without worship or attendance on the sabbat 103 150

I make sundry extracts from the journal kept by the chaplain.

Ertracts from the Chaplain’s Privale Journal.

% Nov. 16.—Visited the gaol for next sabbath. Found some much improved. J. M. has learned
his letters. T. P. and J. have learned to read. Others have done the same. The more I see of the
gaol, the more I am convinced of the want of a privute room in which to converse with the prisoners.
F., a patient more for me than the surgeon. L .

“Nov. 18.—Visited the gaol ; learned that E., one of the turnkeys, had been in prisou for cutting
work from the loom.*

“ Nov. 19.—Visited the gaol. Found K. worse. Mr. Nicholls's apprentice told me that there
was not the slightest probability of his recovery. I told K. that his hour was at hand. The poor
man bore it well. His eyes filled with tears, and he said, * I should not like to die in this place. I
could not help feeling deeply for him. He then said, ¢ Oh, sir, may I not sce my wife and children 2
I felt that I was a father and a husband. ¢ All that cau be done shall be done for you.” This reply
quieted him. He then requested me to select a few portions of scripture, for he said, ‘ I have need
of comfort. He would read them and think upon them.’ I marked Is. iv., Matt. xi., Ps. xxiii. and
exlii. P. M. visited K. Found him up, but evidently declining. I asked him, ¢ Have you any reason

* About 12 months ago: pleaded guilty.
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to suppose yourself a converted man.”. He hesitated, but at length answered, ¢ I have not, I wish I
had; were I a converted man I could die readily.” * Why do you think that you are not converted ?’
¢ Because I am so great a sinner.’ .

« Nov. 21.—Visited K. I find that his medical attendant had been endeavouring to inspire him
with the hope of recovery. I felt bound to insinuate a doubt. His mind was not so co.mforl.able. as
1 could have wished, He observed that he was so occupied with thinking about his wife and child,
that he could not bring his mind to other things. I reasoned with him about the infenonty of all
things here below in comparison with eternity. He requested that I would pray with him.

«Nov. 22.—Was sent for by K. The governor had been to see him, and to know whether there
was anything that he wanted ; he answered, but one thing, and that was the presence of the chaplain.
I accordingly attended, and heard, that, at 8 o’clock this morning, he was taken with very severe
symptoms, his attendants thought him dying. He recovered after a considerable lapse of time. He
bad been praying fervently for Divine mercy in himself and fellow prisoners. He said that he had
much comfort in praying for his fellow prisoners ; he hoped that they who heard him would.dlsburth'eu
their minds by confessing their sins. The great step, he believed, was neglecting public. worship.
That, he said, had been his undoing. From neglecting public worship he went to public houses,
drank much, and gambled at cards, which, he said, prevailed to a great extent; that having fre-
quently lost his last farthing, he began to rob his thaster, which was a great sin, but God, in his
mercy, had stopped him. He was much comforted by John xvii. and Isaiah i. 18. .

“Tec. 10—] have seen and conversed with K. since the above was written, but begin to be pain-
fully suspicious of his sincerity. Can it be that he is acting a part ?”’

Extracts from Chaplain’s Journal.

July 18, 1839.—Morning, 10 o’clock, attended for religious instruction. Behaviour very good.
M. complained to me this day of ill treatment in the prison, and urged me much to report his com-
plaint to the magistrates, which T do in compliance with my prescribed duty; and at the same
time it ought to be observed, that the man appeared to me to be under the influence of a consi~
derable degree of nervous irritation,

Thursday morning, 14th November.—Attended for religious instruction, and visited the hospital
for the purpose of conversing with H., who has made an attempt upon his own life.

November 19, half-past 10.—Attended for religious instruction ; visited the interior and the hospital.
1 was assured by the medical gentleman whom I found there, that there was not the slightest
probability of K's. recovery. I promised to mention his earnest desire to see his wife and children.

November 22, 3 o’clock.—Visited the hospital ; stated that he had every comfort he could
desire. His wife and children had been allowed to see him.

« Sunday Dec. 8.—Performed Divine service in the chapel. Behaviour very good ; —and
were absent on account of illness ; and , a Roman catholic, were also absent.

« Thursday, Dec. 12.—Attended for religious instruction and visited the interior. Behaviour very
good, with the exception of two boys, and , whom I found ill-using each other in their ward.

¢ Tuesday, 10 o’clock, 21st Jan., 1840.—Visited the interior (solitary cell, in which — is confined)
and the hospital.

« Monday morning, 27th Jan., 1840, half-past 10.—Visited the interior, solitary cells, and the hos-
pitals. The intention of confining the prisoners in the solitary cells appears partially defeated by the
chipping the blinds. I must also observe that every precaution appears to have been adopted in order
to prevent this act of the prisoners. Behaviour very good. .

« Saturday morniug, hali-past 10.—Visited the interior, solitary cells, and the hospital. The pri-
soner, a Jew, has difficulties about working from Friday evening to Saturday evening, being the
Jewish sabbath.”

I examined the bread and found it of excellent quality, but slightly deficient in weight.
The magistrates’ attention was immediately directed to the case.

Gaor EXPENDITURE.

Bread, &c.
£ s d £ s d
Bread, 1} year to Midsummer, 1839 . . . 224 2 6
Milk, 1 year to Lady-day, 1839 . . . . - 26 2 8

250 5 2
Clothing.
Blankets and duffield for felons' dresses . . 54 2 0
2 8 0
Worstedhose « . o o o « ...{ 212 0
Corporation of guardians for crossover . .« - 11 6 3

Shoes.
Shoes and mending o .« o+ . .. { 01

Shaving, &c., prisoners, from Lady-day, 1838, to
Midsummer, 18839 . « .« o o o o 4 9

6
Couls, as percontracte o« o o+ « o = ° 38413 0
Gas-light Company, for gas, to Christmas, 1838 19 0 O
One year’s windowduty « .« « « < o 8 2 9
Repairs.
Repairs...............19437
_ Salartes.
Robert Paramau, keeper, 1 year's salary. « . 230 0 O
Christiana Paraman, matron, do. . . . 8 00
William Church, first turnkey, do. . .« . 3210 0
Second turnkey, do. do. . . . 3210 0
William Peter Nichols, surgeon, do. . . 25 0 0
Rev. C. F. Millard, chaplain, do. . . - 100 0 0

Carried forward . o« « o
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Brought forwerd . , . . &£
Robert Paraman, keeper, disbursements, from
Lady-day, 1838, to Midsummer, 1839 . . . . ., . 511310
Printing and stationery . . . . . . . . . . . 22 311
Miscellaneous . . . . . . <« + « .« o o . 13 9 0
—_— 1,122 16 2
House or CorrecTioN EXPENDITURE.
Bread, 1% year to Midsummer, 18389 . . . . . . . 241 1 1
Shoes . . . . . « « ¢« + « « . .+« . . 2 6 7
Shaving, &c., prisoners, from Lady-day, 1838, to Midsum-
mer, 1839 . . . . « + + 4« e s+ . e« 8 210
Salaries.
One year’s salary of turnkey . . . . . . 38210 0
William Peter Nichols, surgeon, one year’s salary 25 0 0
—_— 5710 0
Robert Paraman, keeper, disbursements, from Lady-day, 1838,
to Midsummer, 1839 . . . . . . . . . . . b7 4 8

890 5 2

Total . . . . .£1,513 1 4

1 inspected the prison books, and found them neatly kept and posted up to the present
time. I make the following extracts :—

Extracts from Keeper’s Journal.

¢ June 3d, 1838.—S. B. made his escape from his yard at dinner time this day, and was caught
by the keeper in another part of the prison. He was put into solitary confinement.

¢ 4th.—This morning J. A. was caught in the female prisoners’ yard. He had got dver the wall.
He was locked up solitary. Rebecca S. was also locked up, having been seen talking to A. —

“ October 10th.—R. H. and J. S. were this morning locked up for three days for talking to a
female prisoner.

“ March 6th, 1839.—This day T. T. was locked up for three days for disorderly conduct. He was
making a great noise, snow-balling, &c. When the turnkey went to lock him up he would not go,
and some of the other prisoners in the same class called to T., and said, ¢ strike him,’ ¢ strike him.’
1 went and locked T. up, and ordered only half the class, eight in number, to be in the day-room at
one time, as a security to the turnkey. The conduct of the whole bad.

¢ July 9th.—This evening an inquest was held upon the body of William G., age 50, convicted
August 2, 1838, of stealing a watch, &c. Verdict, died of decline.

“Nov. 12.—John H this morning inflicted a severe wound upon his throat with a knife. He
was removed to the infirmary.

¢ February 7.—Caroline H. and Sarah S. were this morning locked up for disgustingand disgrace-
ful conduct.”

The keeper enters in what is called a report book each prisoner’s name, with a description
of their respective offences, and the dates of recommittals or convictions, which book is laid
before the recorder on passing sentence. Judging by the following instances which I select,
and from many others of a similar kind, imprisonment here seems to have very little of a
repressive effect upon crime.

Eatracts from Keeper’s Report Book.
“T. L., 1838, Nov. 16.—Stealing rabbits; di-charged Nov. 28.
s» Dec. 1.—Stealing pigeons ; discharged Dec. 9.
1639, Jan. 25.—Stealing birds ; discharged June 28.
»» Feh. 4.—Stealing pigeons; discharged Feb. 10.'
s» Oct. 2.—Stealing turnips; 1 month hard labour.
s> Nov. 7.—Stealing lead ; 7 years’ transportation.
A. S., 1832, Mar. 17.—Disorderly ; 7 days’ solitary.
ss Oct. 10.—Stealing bottles ; discharched 17th.
»s Oct. 22.—Disorderly ; 14 days’ imprisonment.
1883, Feb. 4.—Felony; discharged Feb. 5.
1834, June 30.—Disorderly.; 1 month hard labour.
1885, April 15—Felony; discharged 24th.
1836, Jan. 19.—Stealing pails; discharged 20th.
y» June 23.—Stealing silk handkerchief ; discharged 25th.
s> Sept.16.—Robbing a garden; 1 month hard labour.
1887, Jan. 26.—Stealing oranges ; 8 days’ solitary, and privately flogged.
1888, June 30.—Stealing a handkerchief; 7 years’ transportation.
T. E., 1832, Aug. 16.—Assault ; discharged, Aug. 25.
1833, July 22.—Disorderly ; 21 days’ hard labour.
»» Aug. 15.—Ditto; 14 days’ solitary.
»» Dec. 11.—Ditto; 1 month hard labour.
1834, May 5.—Stealing a sack; 14 days’ solitary and flogged.
»» Sept. 2.—Felony; discharged Sept. 29.
»s Oct. 17.—Stealing a sack; 1 month hard labour.
1885, July 5.—Robbing gardens; 2 monthgs’ hard labour._
y» Nov. 7.—Felony; discharged Nov. 12.
1836, March 4.—Assault ; 1 month hard labour.
s> Sept. 5.—Robbing gardens; discharged Sept. 6.
59 Oct. 21.—Intent to rob ditto; 1 month hard labour.
s» Dec. 14,—Suspicion of housebreaking ; discharged Dec. 17.
»» Dec. 29.—Stealing hair; 7 years’ transportation.
W.H., 1828, Feb. 16.—Rambling and begging ; 1 month hard labour.
1834, Mar. 12.—Leaving his family ; 8 months’ hard labour.
1835, Jan. 3.—DBegging; 7 days’ hard labour.
»s April 3.—Ditjo; 3 months’ hard labour.
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1885, July 81.—False briefs; 3 months’ hard labour. °
1836, April 20.—Ditto; 1 month hard labour.
»» July 20.—Stealing a watch; 6 months’ hard labour.
1837, Mar. 14.—False briefs; 6 months’ hard labour.,
»» Dec. 19.—Leaving his family ; 1 month hard labour.
1838, Feb. 8.—Obtaining money, &c., by false pretences ; acquitted.
»» May 10.—Ditto; discharged upon recognizances, to appear for judgment when
called upon.
»» Aug.23.—Ditto; 1 month hard labour.
+» Sept. 22.—Ditto; ditto.
1839, July 2.—Uttering base coin ; discharged July 3.
1840, Mar. 9.—Obtaining money, &c.; 7 years' transportation.
W. S.—Now employed at the lodge, &c.
1834, May 27.—Disorderly; discharged May 29.
»» July 27.—Ditto; 1 month hard labour.
1835, Nov. 9.—Attempting to rescue ; 1 month hard labour.
»» Dec. 28.—Assault; discharged Dec. 29.
»» Dec. 80.—Assault; 1 month’s imprisonment, or pay 1/. 10s.
18386, April 30.—Assault; 1 month’s imprisonment, or pay 50s.
s> June 11.—Assault; throwing over gaol wall; discharged June 14.
1839, July 20.—Uttering base coin ; convicted July 25, 1839 ; 12 months’ hard labour.
J. H.—Employed with the above W. S. in whitewashing the prison.
18382, May 27.—Assault ; discharged May 29.
»» June 10.—Felony; discharged June 22.
s> Sept. 2.—Robbing a garden ; discharged Sept. 5.
1833, Jan. 28.—Disorderly; 14 days’ hard labour.
s> Nov.17.—Stealing lead ; no bill.
1835, Mar. 14.—Disorderly ; discharged March 16.
»» Dec. 6.—Sleeping abroad, &c.; 2 months’ hard labour.
1837, Feb. 24.—Stealing a spencer ; 12 months’ hard labour.
1839, Feb. 9.—Highway robbery ; discharged Feb. 13.
»» Feb. 20.—Highway robbery; discharged March 2.
»» July 20.—Base coin; 12 months’ hard labour,

I subjoin extracts from the evidence of the officers and others, as bearing upon the discipline
and management of this prison.

Surgeon.—*1 have mentioned to the magistrates several times, that I have heard the prisoners
noisy, and have seen them off the wheel. I have also called the attention of the keeper to it. I find
the want of a proper respect to myselfin the prison.”

Chaplain.—“T have heard the prisoners talking loudly on the wheel, so loudly, that they could be
heard in a ward where I happened to be.”

Principal Turnkey, W. C.—* My salary has been increased from 12s. to 16s. I have charge of the
male and female debtors. I lock and unlock the latter. There is nothing to prevent improper con-
duet between them. There have been women from the Court of Requests, whom we have known to
have been common prostitutes; one I recollect from , who was notorious. I do not think the
discipline has any effect upon the prisoners. It is impossible to keep them from gambling ; the day-
rooms are the source of every evil. I should say that robberies are planned here. I have heard pri-
soners say they would be rather here 12 months, than one in the Castle. I have known boys coming
here for the first time showing symptoms of fear, but after a short time their morals have been com-
pletely corrupted. The male prisoners talk at night to the females. A prisoner works in the garden,
but always attended by one of the officers. 'W. S., sentenced to 12 months for passing bad money,
has been here several times; he stays at the lodge, cleans the knives and forks, boots and shoes, and
has the hard labour allowance of food. J. H., who is here with him for the same offence, and who
has also been here several times, is employed whitening the walls; be will go again to the wheel.
The placing partitions on the tread-wheel has been beneficial, but a watch over it is required. One of
the turnkeys was here as a prisoner about September twelvemonth ago. There were some prisoners
here at the time he was appointed, who were in the prison at the same period with him. He is very
steady. The key of the outer gate is taken to the governor every night by eleven at the latest, and
frequently before.”

J. E., age 24.—“ I am a weaver by trade, have 12s. 6d. a-week here. There is a great deal of bad
language goes forward, which might be avoided if the prisoners were strictly attended to, and which
would be so, if we had the help of another man. I have no knowledge how tobacco and other
things get in, but suppose over the wall. I sleep in the hospital. The prisoners are now locked up
at a quarter before seven, and leave the wheel a little before six. I attend the criminal prisoners
generally. I think improper conduct might take place between male and female debtors, and we, be
not a whit the wiser. I have often seen the prisoners jumping off the wheel, they are punished for it.
X think they care very little for the prisoner who is placed over them.”

Matron.—* There are the same keys and the same locks to all the doors; any of the turnkeys
might go into the wards occupied by the women. I do not take charge of the female debtors. ‘The
same communication as formerly noticed takes place between the males and females. Nothing but
more separation can stop it.”

Keeper.—*1 visit all the cells daily, but do not insert having done so in my journal. I have no
doubt but what improper intercourse has taken place in the debtors’ wards. The female debtors are
not attended by a female, and are in the same ward with the males. Some women of very loose habits
have been here, who have taken the benefit of the Insolvent Act. Prisoners under remand, for sure-
ties, and before trial, are allowed to introduce a dinner three times a-week, and to have half a pint of
beer on Wednesdays and Sundays. They have, on some occasions, sent such large quantities, that I
have several times ordered half of it back. It is surprising to see what they eat ; my appetite is good,
but I could not eat what they do. The diet for the untried is 2 Ibs. of bread daily. Summary con-
victions under three months seutenced to hard labour, 2 Ibs. of bread; not to hard labour, 1% !b.;
for any term above three months hard labour 24 lbs. The prisoners convicted at sessions and assizes
are allowed a pint of milk every morning, but the summary convictions are not. The untried are.a.lso
allowed to purchase a pint of milk in addition to the dinners thrce days a-week. A prisoner convicted
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of felony is placed as a watch over the tread-wheel, by order of the gaol committee of the town coun-
cil. On one occasion, when near the tread-wheel, I heard a man singing there ; I stopped some time,
being out of sight, to try if I could find out who it was. I called then to the watch and asked who
was singing. The singing was going on for more than a minute. The watch then addressing the
prisoners said, * Who among you is singing there?” I told him that would not do for me, he must
know who it was, and that I could have no confidence in him hereafter. He replied, ¢ he could not
make out 'who it was.”” :

Turnkey, R. P., age 32, 12s. 6d. a-week and a loaf.—** I have seen the prisoners off the wheel, but
directly they see me they get on again.”

. Evidence of Prisoners Employed.

Mill Watch—H. M., age 35, convicted of felony and sentenced to six months’ imprisonment. with
hard labour.—* I was never in a place of this sort before. I am ruptured. I have been appointed
watch at the wheel. My duty is to keep the men at work. The gaol committee told me that I was to
see the men regular at their work, and to keep them quiet at the wheel. T was appointed on the 4th
of February, and have no indulgence for it. I have the hard labour allowance. I have not reported
a single prisoner, although I have threatened to do so. They go on the wheel at a quarter before
seven, breakfast at nine, to labonr again at ten until one, and from two till half-past five. I am aware
that :)t;ey smoke in No 2, the felons’ ward. The Jew smokes. 'The conversation of the prisoners is
very bad.”

W. 8., age 22.—“I am employed at the lodge, and clean the keeper’s kuives and forks and boots
and shoes, and keep the lodge clean. T am sleeping in the hospital in consequence of having attended
formerly a man who was deranged. ‘This is some time ago. I get up atthe same time the other men
do, light the fire at the lodge, sweep the rooms, clean the boots and shoes and knives and forks.. If I
have nothing more to do I go to whitewashing. I get my breakfast at the lodge. Sometimes I go
into the governor’s kitchen, but only to bring or take the {mives and forks or boots, but at no other
time. I have my dinner atone. H. is only with me when whitewashing ; we were together convicted
of uttering bad money. I have known him a long time. He has been on the mill, and I have too,
but not for the last three months. I have occasionally lit the gas-light at the lodge and in front
of the keeper’s house, which has hardly occupied me a minute, and I have met the officers returning
from locking, I have seen things thrown over the walls once or twice.”

I find the following order of the gaol committee, respecting this prisoner and J. H.
employed in whitewashing :— .

¢“ October 1st, committee day.—It is this day ordered by the committee, that W. S. be kept in soli-
tary confinement for twenty days, and J. H. be kept in solitary confinement fourteen days, for refusing
to work and using threatening language. ¢ T. D. SPRINGFIELD.

“ EpMunp WiLLETT.”
Summary.

The regulation of this prison by a committee of the town council, as is shown in their
punishment of W. S., and the appointment of a felon as mill watch, is contrary to the
Frovisions of the lst Victoria, cap. 78, sect. 38, which enacts « That the powers of regu-
ation, which before the passing of the said-Act for regulating torporations were possessed
by the justices having the government or ordering of any such gaol or house of correction,
and all things by any Act of Parliament provided to be done at any general or quarter sessions
of the peace, in relation to the regulating of any such gaol or house of correction, subject to
any such alteration as aforesaid, be exercised or done by the justices of the city or borough
to which such gaol or house of correction shall belong; and for that purpose the justices
shall hold a quarterly session at the usual times of holding quarterly sessions of the peace;

‘ provided that no order made by the justices, in pursuance of these powers, which shall

require the expenditure or payment of any money, shall be of force until confirmed by the
council of that city or borough.” I recommend the justices in sessions, upon assuming the
regulation of this prison, to lose no time in drawing up rules and regulations for its govern-
ment, defining the duties and responsibilities of the officers, &c., and to submit the same to the
Secretary of State for approval. The provisions of the recent Act for the better ordering of
prisons have in no instance been carried into effect. So late as February 5th, 1840, a
month subsequent to the Act coming into force, a felon was appointed to watch over the pri-
soners at the treadwheel ;* the locks securing the yards, cells, and wards, allotted to female
prisoners, are not, as required, different from those allotted to male prisoners; a prisoner
was also employed in cleaning the knives, forks, &c., of the officers. Contrary to the 6th and
7th rules of the 10th section of the 4th George IV., cap. 64, the male and female debtors are
together in the same ward ; and the latter attended by a male officer. While engaged in my
inspection, a female debtor from the Court of Requests, 19 years of age, was brought in,
and placed with the men. :

. 1 recommend that directions should be given to the chaplain, to perform the morning and
evening service appointed for the sabbath, and I am of opinion that in an establishment of
this importance, prayers should be read by him daily ; also that surplices should be provided
for his use ; which, perhaps, apparently but a trifling omission, is yet an important onein the
eyes of the humbler classes, who always attach great importance to external observances. I
.am satisfied, from the circumstance of books, money, knives, and tobacco, being found upon
the prisoners, that the searching them is but very imperfectly done by the officers, and that
much more attention is reguired to this important object. I recommend that the convicted
prisoners, sentenced to hard labour, should take their meals each in his respective cell, and
remain there in those intervals of work which are now spent in vicious intercourse in the day-
rooms. Should any additional exercise be thought requisite, it might be afforded by marchi
them round the yards in single file, at a distance sufficient to prevent communication. n%
regret again to notice that the same anomalous practice is continued, of making a diference
in the diet between prisoners convicted at assizes and sessions, and those convicted summarily ;

* I find this appointment of the committee noticed in the visiting justices’ book. by one of the magistrates:—
¢ March 17.—1I think a turnkey should be appointed to overlook the men on the tread-wheel, instead of putting a felon
to do so.—~HoraT10 BoLiNGBROKE.”
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the former being exclusively allowed a pint of milk daily. The keeper, to whom I referred II.

for information as to the reason for this difference being made, stated, * that he knew no other _ NORTHERN AND
but that it was an old practice.” I again recommend their diet being assimilated. I have EASTERN ListricT.
in former reports described the discipline of this prison, as lax, and I have again to record the Reports on
same opinion. I regard imprisonment there, more likely to encourage than repress crime, Sepa:ate Prisons.
and which being the case makes it a most expensive establishment to the community, however —

small the direct expenditure may appear on the city balance sheet. The number of officers Norf f’”“
is by no means sufficient to perform the duties of effective superintendence ; a fact acknow- CN"&W“‘I"- d
ledged by the resorting to prisoners to overlook the tread-wheel. I consider that the appoint- Honee of
ment of a person as turnkey, who had so lately been a prisoner, and pleaded guilty to a Correction.

criminal charge, as extremely injudicious. I have every reason to believe the individual
alluded to has conducted himself well, and is active in the discharge of his duties; but this
office appears to me the very last for which he ought to have been selected. This establish-
ment being a united gaol and house of correction, the keeping of separate accounts of
expenditure, and other hooks, is quite unnecessary, and, moreover, involves in intricacy
what would otherwise be simple and clear. I strongly recommend the magistrates,
who have the regulation of the gaol and house of correction, to discontinue the admis-
sion of tobacco to the debtors, except when sanctioned by the surgeon. It is a useless and
expensive luxury, ill befitting men in such a situation to enjoy, and might be a most
intolerable nuisance to any prisoner not accustomed to the habit. The introduction of printed
papers into their wards should I think be subject to some regulation and restriction. I regret
to observe this class of prisoners is on the increase ; as many as 47 having been here at one
time during the year. I am quite satisfied that by carrying into effect the provisions of the
Legislature, and the suggestions respectfully recommendeg to the magistrates, that the gaol
and house of correction for the city of Norwich would be held in a very different estimation
among the criminal population, than it unfortunately is at present.

NORWICH.—City Porice Lock-up.

1 inspected the cells, and found them clean and without a prisoner. CityPoiice Lock-up.
T annex a table of the number, sex, and age of persons in custody of the police for 1838
and 1839.

Rerurn of the Number of Adult and Juvenile Prisoners who have passed through the Norwich Police
Lock-ups, in the Years 1838 and 1839.

Males under Males over Females under | Females over’ Total,
18 Years. 18 Years. 18 Years. 18 Years.
No. No. No. No. No.
. 1838 322 704 40 142 1,208
1839 399 714 63 163 1,339

KING'S LYNN.—Borouen GaoL axp House oF CORRECTION.
King's Lynn.
Borough Gaol and

Rerurn of Prisoners in Custody, with their Distribution, &c., in the Borough Gaol and House of CHO‘:::igfl .
Correction, March 31, 1840. orr .

I annex a return of the prisoners on the day of inspection.

No. When committed| Age. Instruction. Sentence.

Destors’ Yarp.

1| Debtors. . . . . | March12 . | 24 | Read and Write imperfectly | 20 days’ impri-
sonment.
e e e e . s> 13 .| 53 | Neither . . < . . | 40 days’ do.

L)

Triep YARD.

3 | Under examination . sy 24 . | 21 | Read and Write imperfectly . .
4 s . sy 26 .| 18| Neither . . . . . e o
5 - o] -5y, 27 .| 28| Read and Write imperfectly .« o .
6 | Deserter . . . . »» 22 .| 18| Neither . . . . .| Waiting for
route.
7 | For want of sureties ., | August 5 . | 32 | Read and Write well . . . 0.
8 | Convicted of an assault | January 8 . | 28 | Neither . . . . . | 6 months.
9 | Fora breach of the peace | March 20 . | 19 | Neither . . . . . | 6 weeks.
10 | For trial for felony . . | February 22 | 20 | Neither . . . . . . e

UNTRIED YARD.

11 | For trial for felony . . - 1|85| Neither « « « .« . o
12 | Deserter o+ o « o | March22 . | 18| Neither . . . . .| Waiting for
route.

[2.] R




V4 Z 9 FIFTH REPORT OF INSPECTORS OF

1I. Return of Prisoners in Custody, &c.—continued.
NORTHERN AND
Eastern DistriCT. | N, When committed| Age. Instruction. Sentence.
Reports on
Separate Prisons. 13 | For want of sureties . | January4 . | 27 | Read and Write imperfectly N
—_— 14 | Under sentence for an 5 5 . ] 23 | Neither « « < | 4 months.
Norfolk. assault,
King’s Lynn, 15 | For a breach of the peace | March20 . [ 19 | Neither . . . . .} 6 weeks.
BOtOliIEg Gaoil. and | 16 | Disobedient apprentice . | February27 | 20 | Read and Write imperfectly | 2 months.
use o
Correction. Wonex’s Roox.
17 | Under sentence of court | September 7 | 25 | Read and Write imperfectly | 6 months.
18 | For trial for felony. . | February22 [ 20 | Read . . . . . . . v .
19 s,y ’s « o+ | March18 . } 18 | Neither . . . . . ...
In Destors’ Roox,
SEPARATE.
20 | Under examination for sy 28 .| 23 | Neither . . . . . . e
felony.

On going through the day-rooms of this very inferior prison, the usual implements
for idle games, and other improper articles, were observable, and the same want of cleanliness
and order, as noticed on former occasions. The keeper states, < Deserters receive their 6d.
a-day in money, and purchase what they please. 1f they require a pint of beer, they have it,
also the untried. Prisoners sentenced to solitary confinement, and refractory apprentices, who
are mostly from the shipping, are placed sometimes in a debtor’s room, and at others in the
dungeon. There have been no punishments fur refractory conduct. I cure the itch myself
without applying to the surgeon; I buy two ounces of hellebore root, and two ounces of to-
bacco, which I boil down from three pints of water into a quart. I give this to the prisoners
to rub themselves with. I give them salts when I think they want it, and also see them take
it. The three curates of the parishes perform divine service here alternately on the Sabbath,
one at two o’clock, another at half-past four, and the third at half-past five.”

The surgeon receives a salary of 10/. He states, “there have been no fresh cases of small-
pox since those of the last year; that the most prevailing diseases among the prisoners are
itch and syphilis; that scarcely a young man comes into the prison without syphilis,
gonorrhcea, or some disease connected therewith.” The only prisoners under medical treat-
ment on the day of inspection were two soldiers awaiting a route, infected with gonorrhcea.
I recommend that the keeper should be directed to discontinue the practice of giving medi-
cine, and administering applications for the itch, more particularly as the preparation used by
him for the latter purpose is of a dangerous character, and not proper to be applied in all
cases of cutaneous disease.

The provisious of the Act recently passed for the better ordering of prisons, requiring the
appointment of a chaplain in every borough gaol, have not been complied with. In fact, this
prison remains in precisely the same condition as at my last visit ; the prisoners whiling away
their time in unbroken idleness, and unchecked intercourse. I conclude, in the words of my
preceding report : “ I have to repeat my opinion, that the construction of this prison is so
irremediably faulty, its size and accommodation so restricted and so ill arranged, that the
town council will do well to turn their attention how to provide the means of building a new
one; a subject, I am satisfied, which will, ere long, force itself upon their consideration.

In the meantime some of the discredit <ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>