“V1.—GEORGE TATE THE HISTORIAN OF ALNWICK.
. By J. C. Hopgsox:

-

rRead on the 28th November, 1917].

Although George Tate,-the historian of Alnwick, occupies a
niche in that treasury of Northumbrian biography provided'by
Mr. Richard Welford's Men of Mark *twixt Tyne and Tweed,* his
name seldom occurs in the publications of the Newcastle Society
of Anthuanes The reason is not far to seek; for the results of
Mr. Tate’s studies in history and archaeology—relating chiefly to
the northern part of the county—were given to the Berwickshire
Naturalists’ Club, of which society he was an ideal secretary for
thirteen. years, whilst the fruits of his favourite studies in the
science of geology, by their nature, were not admissible to
Archaeologia Aeliana. )

George Tate, eldest son of Ralph Tate of A1nw1ck burgess and
stone-mason,? was born at Alnwick on the 21st May, 1805, and
received his name from his paternal grandfather. He received
his education at the borough school, under Mr. George Dixon,
¢ aman of ability as a teacher,” but ‘ a severe and frequent flogger,’
and at the grammar school under the Rev. William Procter, also
perpetual curate of Alnwick, a ‘faithful, fervent, and affectionate
expcmtorl of God’s word,” ‘an able classical teacher . . . what

1The following memoirs have been published :—* Memoir of the late George Tate,
F.G.S.,” by Robert Middlemas, Hist. Berw. Nat. Club, vol. vi, p. 269 ; ‘ George Tate,-His-
torian of Alnwick,” Welford, Men of Mark, vol. 11, p. 488 ; ¢ George Tate,” by Mrs. F. R.
Wilson, Dictionary of National Biography, vol. Lv, p. 377. )

Both Mr. Middlemas and Mrs. Wilson had the privilege of knowing Mr. Tate intimately.

2 He was a skilied draftsman, and in 1812 made thc drawing of Pottergate tower,
reproduced in his son’s History of Alnwick, vol. 11, p. 288,
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he taught, he taught well , . . carefully, it might be slowly, yet
effectually grounding -his pupils in the grammatical structure of
language.” On’leaving school he was apprenticed to Mr. Thomas
Riddell, a linen draper, in the Market-place, and on the expiration
of his apprenticeship set up in business ¢n his ¢wn account in -
1826 in Paikes lane, a short thoroughfare leading from Bondgate
to the Market-place, of very .an¢ient name and origin.

It was the year of:the great contested election for knights of
the shire from which, for long afterwards, old-fashioned people
were wont ro date events. In the by-election of that year Ralph
Tate, the father, cast his vote for Mr. Matthew Bell, while the
son, who had been admitted a free burgess, by patrimony, gave
his to Mr. H. T. Liddell. At the general election, which followed
four months afterwards, when both father and son voted in
respect of freehold houses, the former split his vote between lord
H0W1ck and Mr. Bell, and the latter between lord Howick and

-, Liddell. )

In Parson and White’s Diyectory, pubhshed in 1827, there
appears under the heading of linen and woollen drapers ‘ Ralph
Tate and Son, Peak lane.” Ralph Tate died on the 24th October
of that year, aged 46 : it is stated, from the result of an accident
at the building of the Presbyterian chapel at Warkworth.

Either in the premises in which he originally set up, or in an
adjoining house which stretches through into Fenkle street, to
which it presents a.front of mellowed red brick, three storevs in
height—the only brick house in the street—and now numbered
14, George Tate resided until the year 1855. In that year he
retired from business and then or subsequently transferred the
post office—of which he had been appointed master in 1848—to
the other side of Fenkle street to a house now known as number
25, next door but one to the old-established Star hotel.

Mr. Tate served his native town in the following offices :—
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secretary of the Mechanics Institute from 1828 to 1859 ; and as
a trustee of the same 24th June, 1831 ; postmaster from 6th
March, 1848 to a fortnight before his death ; member of the Board
of Health from 1850 to his death ; clerk of the Common Council
from 1850 to 1858 ; president of the Scientific Club from 1869.

He was elected a member of the Berwickshire Naturalists Club
in 1847, acted as president in 1853-1854, and served as an ardent
and active secretary from 1858 down to the time of his death.
He was also an ordinary or honorary member of the following
learned societies :—the Geological Society ; the Geological Society
of Edinburgh; the Society of Antiquaries of Scotland; the
Anthropological Society ; Hastings Philosophical Society-; and
Newcastle Literary and Philosophical Society.

During his long connexion with the Alnwick Mechanics and
Scientific Institute, Mr. George T ate gave lectures on the following
subjects : — :

On Geography, a course of lectures given in 1837.

On the Formation of Dew, mcludmg an explanation of the Radiation
of Heat and Condensation of Vapour, s5th March, 1840.

On Mineralogy, a course of four lectures given in the months of January,
February and March, 1841.

On Crystallography, two lectures given in the month of March, 1841.

On Extinct Organisms in' Geology, 23rd Febiuary 1844.

On the Succession of Life on the Globe, 27th January, 1847.

On Volcanic Action, 7th February, 1849.

On the Polished and Scratched Surface found in a limestone quarry
near Ratcheugh Crag, 1849.

On the causes of High Tides, and on the effects of the recent high tide
on certain parts of the coast, 1st January, 1850.

On the Structure, Distribution and Geological History of Cephalopods,
19th February, 1850.

On the Natural History of Coal, 22nd February, 1853.

On Sturgeons, 21st _Februa,r_y, 1854.
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On Cetaceae, with a descrip’cion of a herd of poipoises which came
ashore at Howick burn-mouth, 21st March, 1854. )

On the Progress and Diffusion of Science during the [nineteenth] century
viewed in connection with the moral and religious state of society,
13th Mazich, 1855. :

As early as 1850, if not earlier, Tate had conceived the project
of writing a history of Alnwick. In that year he procured his
election to be clerk of the Common Council in order to have un-
restricted access to the borough records. The first volume of his
history appeared in 1866, and the second two years later. The
contents logically arranged in chapters, display considerable
power of condensation of the copious material accumulated by

\the author, with literary skill and perspective in presenting his
facts in an easy and readable narrative. The public could have
found no more redoubtable champion of its claims and privileges,
though it could be wished that the authorities, whence the in-
formation was obtained, had been more largely cited in the
footnotes. The index does not-do justice to this admirable work.

His townsmen and neighbours, justly proud of what Mr. Tate -
had done, in the spring of 1869 gave him a dinner, some silver
plate and a purse of gold. They also presented an address on
which they recorded their ‘ grateful appreciation of so valuable
an accession to modern topographical literature—convinced that
without courage, candour, and impartiality, the work would be
comparatively worthless.” They testified their admiration of
the prominent part he had taken in ‘ social and sanitary reform
‘and in everything tending to improve the condition and promote
the intellectual and moral advancement ’ of his fellow-townsmen.
In acknowledging the compliments paid to him Mr. Tate disclosed
that he had intended that his opus magnum should be the geology -
of Northumberland, but that, at his age, with infirm health, he
could not hope to accomplish his intention and wish, -
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Two years later, on'Wedneeda'y,'the 7th-of June, 1871, aiter
a full and well spent life, he rested from his labours.?

BIBLIOGRAPHY OF GEORGE TATE.

The Polished and Scratched Rocks in the neighbourhood of Alnwick
viewed in connection with the Boulder Formatmn in Northumberland
Tyneside Natuvalists Field Club [1849], 1, 348. .

The Farne Islands, with an Account of their Geology, Botany, Zoology
and Ancient History. By George Tate, F.G.S. Extracted from the
Proceedings of the Berwickshire Naturalists’ Club. London : Printed by
Taylor and Francis, Red Lion Court, Fleet Street, 1857. 8vo., pp. 30
with two plates.

The Fossil Flora of the Mountain Limestone Formation in connec’aon

with the Natural History .of Coal. By George Tate, G.F.S. [1853]. In--
corporated in Dr. George Johnston’s Natural History of the Eastevn Borders, '

p. 20I1.
The Life of the Rev. Gilbert Rule M.D. By George Tate, F.G.S.

- Alnwick : Printed at the Mercury office by H. H. Blair, 23, Bondgate

Street [1860]. 8vo., pp. Io.

Northumbrian Legends, Customs and Remarkab]e Places—St. Cuth-
bert’s Beads. [By George Tate. Alnwick: 1860]. Folio, a single sheet.

On Celtic Sepulchral Remains at Tosson near Rothbury, Northumber-
land. By George Tate, F.G.S. [1860]. Proc. Soc. of Amtiq. of Scot-
land, 1v, Pp. 58-64.

The Polished and Scratched Rocks in the neighbourhood of . Alnwick,
viewed in connection with the Boulder Formation in Noithumberland.
By George Tate, F.G.S. Alnwick: Printed at the Meycury office by
Henry H. Blair, 23, Bondgate Street [1860]. 8vo., pp. 8.

[This comprises the paper under a similar title printed ten years before
by the Tyneside Naturalists Field Club.] '

Life of the Rev. John Horsley, AM., F.R.S., Minister of the Presby-
terian Congiegation, Morpeth, and author of Britannia Rowmana, w1th
some notices of his writings. By George Tate, F.G.S., corresponding
member of the Society of Antiquaries of Scotland. Reprinted from the
Alnwick Mevcury, by H. H. Blair [1860]. 8vo., pp. I6.

8 Mr. Tate has been described, by one who knew him well, as *slightly under the
middle height, and of a fair complexxon with greyish blue eyes.
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the Alnwick Mevcury of Friday 1st, 1861. Alnwick: Printed by H. H.
Blair, 23, Bondgate, Street. 8vo., pp. 1o.

On the Remains of a Celtic Town .in Greaves Ash near Lmhope [1861]
Tyms%de Natuvalists Field Club, v, 180.

The old Celtic Town of Greaves Ash near Lmhope Northumberland
with an. account of diggings recently made into this and other ancient
remains in the valley of the Breamish. By George Tate. Alnwick:
H. H. Blair, 1861. 8vo., pp. 26, with five plates. ‘

The last of the Ancient Burgages of Alnwick [Anonymous], Reprinted
from the Alnwick Mercury, Monda.y, December 2nd, 186T1. ' Alnwick :
Printed at the Mevcury office, by I-Iemy H. Blair, 23 Bondgate Street.
-8va., pp. 8.

Diggings into an Ancient Briton’s Grave, by Four of Us [Anonymous]
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8vo., pp. 0. )
- The Antiquities ‘of Yevermg Bell and Three Stone Burn among the
Cheviots, Northumberland, with an Account of Excavations made into
Celtic Forts, Hut Dwellings, Barrows and Stone Circles. By George Tate.
Alnwick : H. H. Blair, 1862. 8vo., pp. 26, with two plates.
' Whittingham Vale. By George Tate, F.G.S,, corresponding member
of the Society of Antiquaries for Scotland. Reprinted from the Alnwick
Mercury of Friday, August 1st, 1862. Alnwick: Printed at the Mercury
office, by H. H. Blair, 23, Bondgate Street. 8vo., pp. 8.

Account of Remains excavated at Greaves Ash. By Mr. George Tate,
F.G.S. [1862]. Archaeological Journal, X1X, 183.

Geology and Archaeology of the Borders. Jones’ description of
Entomostrace from the Mountain Limestone of the Border with Notes
on the Strata on which they occur. By George Tate, &c., [1863]. Aln-
wick: H. H. Blair. 8vo., pp. 2I. ' '

The Vill, Manor and Church of Longhoughton, Northumberland. 'By
George Tate, F.G.S., &c. Reprinted from the Alnwick Mevcury, 1st Dec.
1864. Alnwick: Printed at the Mevcury office, by H. H. Blair. 8vo,,
pp. 1. ' '

[This paper, after revision and extension, was reprmted in the sttory
of the Bewick: Nat. Club, v, 74] - .
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The Ancient British Sculptured Rocks of Northumberland. By George
“Tate. Alnwick :-H. H. Blair, 1865. 8vo., pp. 46, with twelve lithograph
plates from drawings by F. R. Wilson. [There are other copies in 4to.]

On Alnwick. By George Tate, &c. Alnwick [1865]. 8vo., pp. 4. -

The Pedigrees and Early Heraldry of the Lords of Alnwick. By George
Tate. Alnwick: H. H. Blair, 1866. 4to., pp. 36.

On Stone Celts found at Elishaw Bridge in Redesdale, &c., &c. By
George Tate, F.R.G.S. [1866]. Avchaeological Journal, XX1v, p. 8I.

The Geology of the District Traversed by the Roman Wall with geologicaI'
Map and Sections. By George Tate, F.G.S., &c. Incorporated in Bruce,
‘Roman Wall [third ed. 1867] PP. 441-454.

Geology of the two counties [of Northumberland and Durbam] with a
map, being the first chapter of the New Flora of Northumberland and
Durham, by J. G. Baker and G. R. Tate [1867]. Natural sttory Tran-
sactions of Novthumberland and Durham, 11.

The Cheviots, their Geographical Range, &c. By George Tate.
Alnwick : 1867. 8vo., pp. I2.

St. Michael’s Church, from the History of Alnwick. By George Tate,
F.G.S.,, &c. Alnwick: Printed and Published by Henry Hunter Blair,
1869. 8vo., pp. 49 with four plates.

Memoranda relating to the Archbold Family of Alnw1ck Miscellanea
Genealogica et Hevaldici, ed. Howard, New Series, 1, 53,

The History of the Borough, Castle and Barony of Alnwick. By George
Tate, F.G.S., Corresponding Member of the Society of Antiquaries of
Scotland; Local Secretary of the Anthropological Society, London; Secre-
tary of the Berwickshire Naturalists Club; Honorary Member of the
Hastings Philosophical Society. Alnwick: Printed and Published by
H. H. Blair. Two volumes 8vo. Vol. 1, 1866, Notice to subscribers,
PP. 3 + 480+ iv. Nine plates. Vol. 11, 1868-1869, Preface, pp. 2 1 481
+v-xxiv. Twelve plates.

History of the Bevwickshive Naturalists Club.

Vol. 111.—On Cist-vaens and Sepulchral Urns in a Tumulus or Barrow
near Lesbury, 63, plate’; Sketch of the Geology of the Howick Coast
and Ratcheugh Crag, 99; Address to the Menibers at the Anniversary
Meeting held at Embleton, September 7’ch 1853, 124 ; On Celtic
Remains found in the neighbourhood of Wooler, 154 ; An "Account of
a herd of Round-headed Porpoises, or Caaing Whales (Phocaena melas)
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which came ashore on the Northumbrian coast on the 1gth day of
March [1854], 176 ; The Farne Islands, with an Account of their
Geology, Botany, Zoology and Ancient History, 222, plates 2 ; On
Roman Remains found at Adderstone, 262. -
1v.—On Cockburnspath, p. 38; The Geology and Archaeology of
Beadnell, with a description of some Annelids of the Carbon-
iferous Formation, 96 ; On Norham, 120; On Coldingham, 127;
Fauna of the Mountain Limestone Formation on the Berwickshire
Coast, with a preliminary notice of the succession of the strata on the
Eastern Borders, 149; On Wooler, 158; On Ford, 173; Notes on
the distribution of Acmoea testudinalis, 213 ; On Whittingham, 220 ;
On Kelso, 229 ; On Linhope and Ingram, 238; On Ratcheugh Crag,
254 ; On the old Celtic Town at Greaves Ash, near Linhope, with an
account of diggings recently made into this and other ancient remains
in the Valley of the Bremish, 293 ; plates 5; On Jedburgh, 329;
The Antiquities of Yevering Bell and Three Stone Burn among the
Cheviots in Northumberland, with an account of Excavations made
into Celtic Forts, Hut Dwellings, Barrows and Stone Circles, 431,
plates 2.

Vol v.—Notes on the Geology of the Eildon Hills, 4 ; On the Geology of

Howick, 18 ; Description of a Sea Star (Cribellites Carbonavius) from
the Mountain Limestone of Northumberland, with a notice of its
association with Carboniferous Plants, 71 ; On the Vill, Manor and
Church of Longhoughton, with some curious extracts from the Register
of Longhoughton Church, 74, plate; Description of Entomostraca,
from the Mountain Limestone of Berwickshire and Northumberland,
with notes on the strata in which they occur (with Professor Rupert
Jones, F.G.S.), 83; The Ancient British Sculptured Rocks of North-
umberland and the Eastern Borders, with Notices of the Remains
associated with these Sculptures, 137, platés 12 ; On Hymenophyllum
Tunbridgense, 232 ; Records of Glaciated Rocks in the Eastern
Borders, 236 ; Miscellanea Geologica : Eglingham, Earlston, Farne
Islands, 283; The Cheviots, their Geographical Range, Physical
Features, Mineral Characters, Relation to Stratified Rocks, Origin,
Age, Botanical Peculiaiities, 359; On Petromyzon marinus; On
Glaciation at Little Mill, 372 ; Harbottle Castle, 427 ; On Osmunda
regalis, 438; Notice of Falco rufipes, the Orange-legged Hobby,
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439; Notice of the Red or Common Squirrel (Sciurus vulgaris
Linn), 440.

Vol. vi.—Dunstanburgh Castle, 85, plates 3; On the Stature, Bulk and
Colour of the Eyes and Hair of native Northumbrians, 133; The
Basaltic Rocks of Northumberland, 197, plates 3;

Vol. vir.—An Account of Lesbury Parish, Part 1, 440.

Vol. viir.—An Account of Lesbury Parish, Part 11. Alnmouth, 238.

[Overprints of some of the papers written for the Berwickshire Naturalists

_ Club were struck off with a title page' or cover.} '

Vol. x.—On a Toad in a Limestone Rock at Whittle, 505 ; The Duddo
Stones and the Urns found in their vicinity, 542, plate.

Vol. Xx1.—On Antiquities of the Cheviot Hills, 280-284.

Vol. xm1.—Notes Archaeological, Geological, &c. on Beanley Moor and
the vicinity of Kemmer Lough, 31 ; Notes on the Surface Geology of
North Charlton, Chathill, Newham, &c., 268 ; Sepulchral Remains
on North Charlton, 269. . :

Alnwick Meveury.

The Skinners and Glovers of the Borough of Alnwxck November,
1859 ; Northumbrian Legends and Customs, March, 1860; Henhole,
Hurlstane, Caterans’ Cove and the Fairies, April, 1860; St. Cuthbert’s
"Beads, May, 1860; Wooler : the Kettles and the Pin Well, "July, 1860 ;
Notes on the Sanitary Condition of the Olden Time, Septem ber and
October, 1860 ; May Day in Old Er}gland May, 1861 ;

OTHER PUBLICATIONS.* :
Alnwick Freeman’s Well. In the Provincial Souvenir for 1846.
Natural History as an Elementary Branch of Education. In the Edu-
- cational Expositor for September, 1855.
Review of Keller’s Lake Dwellings. In the Reader, 24th September, 1866.
On the Victoria Infant School. '

4 Communicated by the late Mr, Robeic Middlemas, Hist, Berw. Nat. Club, vcl. vi,
p. 28o.



